Excerpts from Orwell’s essay, “Notes on Nationalism” from Polemic: A Magazine on
Philosophy, Psychology & Aesthetics, October 1945

“By ‘nationalism’ I mean first of all the habit of assuming that human beings can be
classified like insects and that whole blocks of millions or tens of millions of people can
be confidently labelled ‘good’ or bad’. But secondly - and this is much more important - I
mean the habit of identifying oneself with a single nation or other unit, placing it beyond
good and evil and recognizing no other duty than that of advancing its interests.
Nationalism is not to be confused with patriotism.”

“By ‘patriotism’ I mean devotion to a particular place and a particular way of life, which
one believes to be the best in the world but has no wish to force upon other people.
Patriotism is of its nature defensive, both militarily and culturally. Nationalism, on the
other hand, is inseparable from the desire for power. The abiding power and more
prestige, not for himself but for the nation or other unit in which he has chosen to sink
his own individuality.”

“The nationalist does not go on the principle of simply ganging up with the strongest
side. On the contrary, having picked his side, he persuades himself that it is the
strongest, and is able to stick to his belief even when the facts are overwhelmingly
against him. Nationalism is power-hunger tempered by self-deception. Every nationalist
is capable of the most flagrant dishonesty, but he is also - since he is conscious of
serving something bigger than himself - unshakeably certain of being in the right.”



