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When thinking about how to report on the last 12 months of SABC, I thought it would be 
meaningful to consider why we have a brew club, what the benefits are in being a member 
and why we should strive to keep this local homebrew community alive. 

 Homebrewing as a hobby is far more accessible now than it ever has been. The equipment 
and technology we have available is far more advanced than it was a decade ago. The 
quality and variety of ingredients is exceptional, and everything is easy to order online. 

 The internet provides a huge resource pool of brewing knowledge available on forums, 
blogs, YouTube channels and social media groups. It really is easier than ever for someone 
to take up the hobby of brewing beer at home. So what does a brew club offer that the 
internet does not? 

  

 In the first meeting of the new committee I flagged my desire to put a strong focus on our 
monthly meeting topics. The monthly meetings held at the Wheaty are the clubs bread and 
butter. It’s the social gathering on the calendar that happens at the same time and place 
every month. We want to it to be interesting, meaningful and worth turning up too. Each 
committee member was tasked with coordinating one monthly meeting each, they were to 
choose a topic, arrange a speaker, and organise tastings. 

  

We've had a really great spread of interesting topics over the last 12 months. In the 
homebrew show and tell meeting members brought along brewing gear and gadgets to not 
only discuss what works well, but also items they wouldn’t recommend others invest in. This 
meeting was great because you knew whatever gear your fellow members brought was 
something you would be able to get here in SA. You were able to receive real world 
feedback from another homebrewer who used the item in their brewing process, and whos 
beer you have probably tried at some point. You were able to pick it up, play with it, and ask 
further questions.  

You can't do that on the internet. 

  

I ran a topic on RO water filters. Having just purchased an RO filter for myself, I was really 
curios to do a side-by-side comparison and see exactly how using an RO filter would change 
my brewing process and beer. We went over the general benefits of RO filters, but you were 
also able to see exactly how they work with our local water source, the same water many of 
you use at home. We blind tested 2 versions of the same beer to taste firsthand exactly how 
using an RO filter impacts/improves homebrew.  

You can't do that on the internet. 

  

Responsible consumption of alcohol is at the core of the Clubs ethos – it’s in our mission 
statement – so it was fantastic to have Darren present on how to brew low/no alcohol beers.  
He provided his own experiences, shared multiple internet resources we can refer too, but 
best of all he had two versions we were able to taste and appreciate just how good a low 
alcohol beer can be.  
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You can't do that on the internet. 

  

Last month our resident water expert Leon gave us a science lesson is PH meters, 
discussing how to use them and perhaps more importantly how to look after them. Best of all 
though, members were able to bring their own meters along, and calibrate them using Leons 
guidance and PH solutions. Now those members know that when they take a reading on 
their brew day, they can be confident their measurements are closely aligned to what other 
club members are seeing and reporting, something that really helps when sharing recipes 
and techniques with each other.  

You can't do that on the internet. 

  

I won’t talk to every single meeting as there were many more, but I thank everyone who 
coordinated a meeting topic, presented a beer and to everyone who attended a monthly 
meeting. 

  

Events 

The brew club strives to run several events throughout the year and this one gone was no 
different. In December we had the XMAS case swap hosted at our friends SA Brewing 
supplies. For me the XMAS case swap has quickly become one of the most exciting events 
run by the club. It goes beyond the day of the actual swap and continues for weeks and 
months after as brewers sample their selection of beers and report back tasting notes to the 
group. When I think of the XMAS/New Year holiday period, I now picture myself sitting on the 
patio, watching the test cricket and tasting a selection of case swap beers. If you haven’t 
participated in a case swap before, I highly recommend you do it this year. 

  

This year we ran another brewery bus tour heading down to McLaren value to visit a number 
of new opening since our last visit several years ago. The absolute highlight was sitting in 
the actual brewing space at Kickback, nestled between the fermenters, enjoying lunch and 
sampling some amazing beer - even fresh pilsner straight from the bright tank!  

You absolutely can't do that on the internet! 

  

The case swap and brewery bus tour were both organized by Nick M. Nick put a significant 
amount of time and effort into organizing both these events and we cannot be more grateful. 
He's indicated he won't be renominating for the committee again this time around and it 
certainly leaves a big void to fill. I would like to extend my thanks to Nick for his grateful 
service to the club over the last 5 years. 

  

Last month we had our annual BeerBQ event. For me this is the highlight on the calendar. 
The night we all come together, many with a keg in one arm and a co2 bottle under the 
other, to share our great beer, share amazing food, and really appreciate what being in a 
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brew club is all about. Thank you to everyone who contributed to BeerBQ in some way 
shape or form. This year, for the first time ever, we actually ran out of beer. For me there is 
no greater compliment than seeing every last dropped consumed. 

  

Competitions.  

Competitions are an important part of the brew club, not just for the challenge they provide, 
but also the opportunity to receive meaningful, unbiased feedback by highly skilled judges. 
Competition judging goes beyond simply passing your beer around at a family event. Having 
beer judged in this manner may point to issues you didn't know you had and highlight areas 
for improvement so you can continue to improve the beer your brew. As always we had a 
summer comp that is done and dusted, and winter comp is just a few weeks away. In parallel 
the ABCSA sub-committee has been busy preparing for this years state competition which 
includes a new set of style guidelines and a new trophy. Be sure to check out the ABCSA 
socials and website for all the information you need to enter. 

 

I can’t talk about competitions without mentioning another outgoing committee member. 
Gary has been instrumental in SABC for a number of years, overseeing club, state and 
national competitions during his tenure and serving as president in the previous two 
committees. He continues to serve the community running BJCP classes and helping to run 
ABCSA. I extend my thanks to Gary for all the time he has spent on the committee and I 
hope we will still see him at the juding tables for many years to come. 

  

Lastly, BOTY. This year we have given the clubs Brewer of the Year competition an overhaul, 
introducing more ways to earn points, and publishing the standings to a live leaderboard. We 
wanted to go beyond just awarding points for competition winners, and reward everyone who 
participates in club activities. Points for presenting beer and meetings, points for brewing 
beer to events, points just for entering comps and of course points for the competition place 
getters. As it’s the first year we may not have gotten everything right, so expect changes and 
improvements in the next iteration. Keep an eye on the leaderboard as the year draws to a 
close! 

   

So why do we have a brew club and what are the benefits of being a member?  

All of the above. 

 It’s a social club that brings us together to share knowledge, share experiences, share 
homebrew. It makes us better brewers, and it keeps us informed on brewing innovation and 
new brewing techniques. As an added bonus we often make some great friends along the 
way. 

I would like to thank the outgoing committee for all their time and contributions to running of 
the club. More importantly ,I'd like to thank you - the club members. When you turn up to a 
meeting, event or competition, that’s what sets us apart from internet. Thank you. 
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