
 
 

 

 

Toolkit: Canvas Speedgrader 
 

 
Speedgrader is a tool within Canvas that allows instructors to quickly view and grade students' 
submissions for assignments, discussions, and quizzes. This toolkit provides an overview of the tool, its 
advantages, using it, and the student view.  

Advantages of Canvas Speedgrader 
●​ Quickly annotate student submissions for individualized feedback. 
●​ Allows entries in multiple formats: comments, annotations, and rubrics. 
●​ Sort submissions by student and hide student names for anonymous grading. 
●​ Quickly grade using an attached rubric. 

 
 
Access SpeedGrader 
 
From the “Grades” section, instructors can access SpeedGrader through… 

●​ The assignment’s information page 
●​ The three-ellipses icon of an assignment’s column. 
●​ A student’s grade box. 
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Access SpeedGrader from Assignment 
 
From the assignment’s detail page, click “SpeedGrader” on the right side of the screen.  

This option is available after the assignment is published. 

 

 

 
 
Access SpeedGrader form Column Menu 
 
Click the three-ellipses icon next to an assignment’s title in the gradebook.  

Select “SpeedGrader” from the dropdown menu. 
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Access SpeedGrader form Grade Box 
●​ Click the cursor into a grade box.  
●​ Click the right-arrow icon.  
●​ Click “SpeedGrader” from the right menu tray.  

 

Using Speedgrader & Rubric to Grade 
 

●​ Clicking the “View Rubric” button opens the attached rubric. 
●​ Instructors/graders may use the rubric to grade the assignment by clicking the ratings 

next to each criteria.  
●​ Click “Save” when finished so grades update. (Rubric may need to be set to “Use this 

rubric for assignment grading” in order to see assessment update). 
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Using SpeedGrader to Annotate 
 

●​ SpeedGrader allows you to view a student's paper submission.  
●​ Only specific file types will be visible in the Doc Viewer. 
●​ See Canvas Guide What types of files can be previewed in Canvas? 

 

 
 
 
Using SpeedGrader to Grade 
 
SpeedGrader also includes several grading features for the instructor/grader to view: 

●​ Name of student being graded. 
●​ Submitted - Date student submitted the assignment. 
●​ Student Viewed Document - Date when the student viewed the feedback 
●​ Word count - number of words provided in the submission. 
●​ Submitted File - File version of the submission  
●​ Assessment - Grade box to enter a score. 
●​ “Hidden” notification shows for assignments set to hide from student view. 
●​ View Rubric - Grade by attached rubric (see next slide for example) 
●​ Assignment Comments - add comments for overall assignment feedback. 

○​ Access comment library for frequently used comments. 
○​ Comments that have not been submitted will be marked with an asterisk. 
○​ *Grader name does not anonymize** . 
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Student View: Grades 
 
Students will access their course grades through “Grades” in a vertical format.  
Students will be able to view: 

●​ Published assignments with grades and feedback if provided. 
●​ Grades based on assignment groups and total grade at the bottom. 
●​ Letter grade with percentage. 
●​ Grade weight distributions. 
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Student View: Annotations & Feedback 
After clicking onto an assignment title, students will be able to view feedback provided.  
 
For online submission assignments students will be able to… 

●​ View grade received for the assignment. 
●​ Click “View Feedback” to see annotation feedback. 
●​ View assignment comments left by instructor/grader. 
●​ View rubric scores and feedback. 

 
 
 
Resources: 
About Speedgrader 
Using Speedgrader 
How do I add annotated comments using Doc View 
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