
Black Feminism Initiative Student-Faculty WorkGroup Statement on Genocide in 
Palestine  
 
The UCLA Black Feminism Initiative Student-Faculty Workgroup vehemently and unequivocally 
opposes the ongoing genocide of Palestinian peoples by the settler-colony “Israel”.  
 
We denounce the Israeli government’s targeted injury and annihilation of indigenous Palestinian 
families, communities, and ecosystems. We demand an end to the deadly blockade of food, 
water, electricity and supplies to the Palestinian people. We call for an immediate end to 
targeted assault of so-called safe routes and hospitals. We condemn the global media’s 
parroting of violent Islamophobia and anti-Palestinian rhetoric. We stand in solidarity with 
Palestinians and call for an end to this devastating siege in Gaza.  
 
We believe that repertoires of violence circulate globally. We understand Israel’s tactics as 
imperial strategies of extinction, pulled from a singular playbook shared by various settler 
nations –   
 

As abolitionist feminists, we recognize the intimate connections that exist between Israeli 
defense forces and U.S. police forces, including shared police training programs, 
surveillance strategies, weapons, ideology and strategies of containment, all of which 
cause irreparable bodily and psychic harm. We call for the dismantling of all prisons, 
whether they are lockups in cages or lockdowns in Gaza, the world’s largest open air 
prison. 

 
As transnational feminists, we recognize the role of Israel and the United States in the 
mass displacement of Indigenous people across Latin America and Africa from their 
native lands for profit, fueling the rapacious migration industrial complex. 

 
As anti-violence feminists, we recognize the occupation of Palestine as a form of 
intimate state violence, including sexual abuse, reproductive violence, labor exploitation 
and execution of children, and dismantling of families and kinship networks. We see this 
aggression, and any genocide, as a threat to intimate, sexual, and reproductive justice.  

 
As anti-imperialist feminists, we understand that global imperial powers such as the 
United States, France, Germany, Britain, and Italy created or support the state of Israel 
to protect their imperial and economic interests in the Middle East. We also recognize 
that these imperialist states use Palestine as a site of practice and experimentation for 
carceral strategies of containment and punishment that shore up the global imperial 
complex. 

 
As feminist scholars who live, work, and are funded by a university located in the United 
States, we demand an end to American tax dollars and interventionist policies that fund 
Israeli military and genocide in Palestine and abroad. We stand in solidarity with 
Palestinian scholars at the University of California and around the world. 

https://www.amnestyusa.org/updates/with-whom-are-many-u-s-police-departments-training-with-a-chronic-human-rights-violator-israel/
https://www.npr.org/2023/10/10/1204873146/what-is-gaza-strip
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/06/14/gaza-israels-open-air-prison-15
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/06/14/gaza-israels-open-air-prison-15
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/netanyahu-orders-plan-to-remove-african-migrants-after-eritrean-groups-clash-in-israel
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epub/10.1177/0886109920978618
https://oro.open.ac.uk/75422/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/01417789211016331?icid=int.sj-full-text.similar-articles.6
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/04/13/ripe-abuse/palestinian-child-labor-israeli-agricultural-settlements-west-bank
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/israel-kills-100-children-daily-gaza-october-7th-year-enar#:~:text=The%20human%20rights%20organization%20said,children%20have%20suffered%20devastating%20effects.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2017/04/israel-must-end-unlawful-and-cruel-policies-towards-palestinian-prisoners/
https://www.vox.com/world-politics/23916266/us-israel-support-ally-gaza-war-aid
https://www.jstor.org/stable/30246784
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/israel-clinches-largest-ever-defense-deal-with-germany-for-3-5-billion-after-securing-us-approval
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2018/11/2/more-than-a-century-on-the-balfour-declaration-explained
https://www.reuters.com/world/israel-ready-help-italy-become-energy-hub-netanyahu-says-2023-03-10/
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/cruel-experiments-israels-arms-industry
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tap_hmvGLSo0doQdvCDKRSQ54REFfBV5dhuks5VVb5A/edit


 
As Black feminists, we support Palestinians’ right to resist and exist. We condemn all 
apartheid states. We remember Nakba and support land defenders everywhere. We join 
a lineage of radical black feminist writers, activists, journalists and cultural workers who 
have stood up against the decades-long Israeli occupation and voiced their solidarity 
with Palestinian struggles for liberation.  

 
The deadly occupation of Palestine and its destructive global impact is the root of the 
devastating violence in Gaza.  
 
Israel’s genocidal acts of terror and violence undermine the global struggle for collective 
liberation. #FREE PALESTINE WITHIN OUR LIFETIME #FREE THEM ALL  
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