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2025 Minnesota State Fair Media
Relations Recap

Overall

In-depth coverage of Minnesota 4-H at the Minnesota State Fair, including several
features where we were able to expand the original story to include a broader youth
perspective.

13 livestock media spots
Star Tribune dedicated spread, in-depth MinnPost feature
6 llama/alpaca media spots - 2 pre- and post-fair
Star Tribune dedicated spread, PEOPLE Magazine feature, MPR spotlight
8 general project/overall 4-H media spots
Fox g promoting center area activities, Star Tribune Op-Ed featuring an arts-in
participant and state ambassador
5 found media spots - not facilitated by Minnesota 4-H
including a CBS story on a youth receiving a trailer for his pigs through Make
a Wish and the 4-H love stories MPR feature
7 user-generated content (created by the public/influencers) assets found -
primarily featuring the llama/alpaca costume contest

Full spreadsheet of media hits.

Compared to 2024

Not as high of volume of media spots, but coverage seemed to be more in-depth.
Volume likely can be attributed to several factors:

- Turnover, both internally and externally

- News media shifts in state fair reporting

- Abrupt shift in media coverage following the school shooting in Minneapolis

21 livestock media spots - 8 more than ‘25
11 general media spots - 3 more than ‘25


https://www.startribune.com/a-long-day-in-the-life-of-a-4-h-animal-and-its-human/601443969?utm_source=gift
https://www.minnpost.com/education/2025/08/4-h-highlights-exposure-to-agriculture-careers-as-students-show-animals-at-state-fair/
https://www.startribune.com/4-h-kids-provide-the-mn-state-fairs-llama-drama/601443970?utm_source=gift
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JyCEpYagiIJ4oTobjB9tD7kMVdMnDgM3/view?usp=sharing
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2025/08/27/two-sisters-and-two-llamas-the-costume-competition-of-the-summer
https://www.fox9.com/video/1695906
https://www.startribune.com/4h-youth-agriculture-program-mn-state-fair/601458019?utm_source=gift&fbclid=PAQ0xDSwMUtYFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABpz2s76t9lQ6jucZw4b3_k36DL_bUCW4FlkWJ8bR1gr5JYL_JON3RE9efKENG_aem_-lqrm5rzn_hGfOV51kqS8A?utm_source=gift
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/video/boy-with-cystic-fibrosis-fulfills-wish-of-showing-his-pig-at-the-state-fair/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMZRo1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHrZT622yXISDAXyt7_WcqydmtKGUoIJkOJL-_x9wnguwPXcZP9L9kMt8Rio-_aem_NFO5o79g5tzEiZM892HXsA
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2025/08/29/couples-who-met-at-minnesota-4h
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LyVEuTxqz2xdYW1vAoNcGNCX6mWKyhGdDFlBE8rcoiw/edit?gid=0#gid=0

16 llama/alpaca media spots - 10 more than 25

Considerations for 2026

e Connect with certain journalists earlier! Some wanted to get onto farms but
reached out too late for coordination.

e Consider more influencer pitching. Reached out to One Minute Tours this year
- No response - but want to have a more coordinated effort with Extension
Communications next year.

e Determine which reporters can come into the 4-H building to showcase
certain projects that can't easily move onto a set, as well as the Engineering
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