
First Grade Classroom 

Expectations 

                   

  ​ ​ ​ ​  Our Class Promises 
   ​ ​ ​          In our classroom, we promise to: 

★​Treat others with respect. 
★​Use kind words. 
★​Do our best work. 
★​Walk quietly in the hallways. 
★​Listen quietly while sitting on the carpet. 
★​Keep our supplies neat and organized. 
★​Wait patiently and avoid interrupting. 
★​Be brave enough to make mistakes and learn from them. 

 

Welcome to first grade! This is going to be an exciting year filled with learning, 

growth, and many new experiences. I am looking forward to getting to know your 

child and working together with your family. 

First grade can be both exciting and challenging. Your support at home will play an 

important role in helping your child feel confident and successful. By working 

together and keeping communication open, we can create a positive and supportive 

school year for your child. 

School Supplies 

Hopefully, you received the first-grade supply list. The list is also available on my 

classroom webpage. If you were unable to find or purchase any of the requested 

items, please let me know. I will make sure your child has the materials they need. 

Communication Folder 



The district will provide each child with a communication folder to use throughout 

the school year. Notes, announcements, completed work, and other important 

information from the school or from me will be sent home in this folder. 

You may also use the folder to send notes or other information to school. Please 

check and empty your child’s folder each evening so that you do not miss anything 

important. 

Snacks and Water Bottles 

We will have a morning and an afternoon snack each day. Please send your child 

with healthy snacks that are easy to open and eat independently. Some good 

choices include fruit, yogurt, pretzels, granola bars, crackers, cheese, or cut-up 

vegetables. 

Students may keep a water bottle at their table. Please send water only. Juice, 

iced tea, soda, sports drinks, and other beverages should not be brought into the 

classroom. Glass bottles and containers are not permitted in school. 

Please label your child’s snack containers and water bottle with their name. 

Breakfast and Lunch 

Our lunch period is from 11:00–11:40 each day. Your child may bring lunch from 

home or receive a school lunch from the cafeteria. 

Breakfast and lunch are free again this school year. Every student is entitled to 

one free breakfast and one free lunch each school day.  

If your child would like a second meal, snack, or ice cream, money must be 

available in their cafeteria account. Prepayment is encouraged whenever possible. 

You may use the School Bucks link on the district website to create an account, 

add money, and view your child’s cafeteria purchases. 

Dismissal Changes and Early Pickups 

If there is a change to your child’s regular dismissal plan, please send a written 

note to school that morning or, when possible, a day in advance. Please do not rely 

on your child to tell me about a dismissal change. 

https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain?requestAction=home


For safety reasons, dismissal changes can only be honored when they are provided 

by a parent or guardian in writing. emailing (kjohnson@saugerties.k12.ny.us), or by 

calling the main office before 1:00 p.m. 

If you need to pick your child up early, you must sign your child out through the 

main office. A driver’s license or another acceptable form of photo identification 

will be required when entering the building. These procedures are in place to 

protect the safety of all students. 

Specials Schedule 

I will send home our weekly specials schedule during the first week of school. This 

will include information about when your child has physical education, art, music, 

library, and other special-area classes. 

Homework and Unfinished Classwork 

I do not assign regular homework during the school year. My students work very 

hard throughout the school day, and I believe it is important for them to have 

time after school to play, relax, spend time with their families, and simply be kids. 

Occasionally, a student may not finish an assignment during class as they are 

learning to manage their time and complete their work independently. When this 

happens, I may label the unfinished classwork and send it home to be completed 

and returned when possible. This is not intended as regular homework, but rather 

as an opportunity for students to finish work they began during the school day. 

With each unit in Fundations, I will also be sending home extra practice 

worksheets to give students additional opportunities to practice the skills we are 

learning in class. These practice packets are completely optional, and students can 

earn prizes for completing and returning them. While they are optional, they are 

an important way for students to reinforce the skills they are learning in school 

and build confidence and independence with their reading and writing skills. Even a 

little extra practice at home can help students strengthen their understanding 

and feel more successful in the classroom. 

 

mailto:kjohnson@saugerties.k12.ny.us


Staying in Touch 

Thank you in advance for your support and cooperation throughout the school 

year. Please contact me whenever you have a question or concern. You may call 

before or after school or contact me through my school email. I check my email 

regularly throughout the school day and will respond as soon as I am able. 

I am looking forward to a wonderful first-grade year together! 

Mrs. Wade​
First Grade Teacher​
Riccardi Elementary School​
Jwade@saugerties.k12.ny.us 
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