Kinnara story 1 H &5

Today, I'm going to talk about
one of my favorite creatures
from Asian folklore,

the Kinnara.
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Now, Kinnara are kind of like harpies.
They're half bird, half human.

But the difference with a harpy is

a Kinnara still has arms like a person.
Their wings grow out of their waist.

And their wings are swan wings,

and their legs are swan legs.

And they have the tail of a swan as well.
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Now, they're really beautiful creatures.
In fact,

people from all over the place

would try, and to find them,

because they're so beautiful.

Kind of like how sailors and pirates
look for mermaids.
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Now, Kinnara are really well known

for being really good at dancing, singing
and writing poetry.

Now, the Kinnara

lived in an enchanted forest

called the Himavanta Forest.

It was deep in the Himalayas.
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Now, the Kinnara originally

would leave their forest all the time.
Because they loved to watch humans,
they thought humans were interesting.
And sometimes they'd even help travelers
that were lost.
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But then one day,

a Kinnara woman was kidnapped

and never returned.

And because of that,

the king of the Kinnara

made a law that said—

No Kinnara could leave the Himavanta Forest.
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Now, the king of the Kinnara

had seven daughters.

The youngest was Manohara.

Now, Manohara loved to explore,

she would fly all over the forest.

But the thing she was most well known for
was her ability to make the instrument
known as the kinnari vina.

And she was the best in the whole forest.
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Now, it got to the point that

she was famous for it.

And she was getting a lot of attention.
And even the king

thought she was amazing.

And one of her sisters

started to get jealous.
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And she said:

"The only reason

people like your instruments

is because you use the wood

from our forest.

And all the wood here is enchanted.
If you used the wood

from the human world,

your instruments

wouldn't sound good at all."
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Well, that made Manohara really mad,

she wanted to prove her sister wrong.

So she waited till really late at night,

and then she snuck out of the Himavanta Forest
into the human world.

She flew around for a really long time

until she finally found the perfect tree.
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So she landed next to the tree,
pulled out her axe

and started to chop it down.
But then all the sudden,

an arrow was shot into the tree
right next to her face.
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And she turned around

and there was a hunter getting ready
to shoot another arrow at her.

So she started to fly up in the air,
and another arrow

went past her head.
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She kept flying and flying.

And there was a cliff.

And she was thinking:

"As soon as | fly over this cliff, I'll be free."
But as soon as

she got to the top of the cliff,

there was another hunter waiting for her.
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And he just threw a net over her

and caught her.

And as soon as he got her in the net,

she was kicking and he was laughing,

and he's like: "Haha... Finally, we've got one.
The king's gonna like this."
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Next time,
I'll tell you what happened to Manohara
when she was sold to the king.
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