
Guidelines for using IPUMS data analysis tool 
 
 

1.​ Register for a free student account 
a.​ go to https://usa.ipums.org/usa/ 
b.​ Create an account for use in classroom project, it may take a few days for them to get the 

account set up 
 
 

2.​ Using data analysis tool online 
a.​ Log into your account and click on HOME in the top bar, middle of the screen and then 

under DATA (left side panel), click on “ANALYZE DATA ONLINE” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 → 
 
​ ​  

 

https://usa.ipums.org/usa/


b.​ Scroll down to the table of available data samples and find the survey. Use the latest 
available 5-year sample, in the example it is the bottom right corner 2015-2019 5-year 
ACS. 

← 
c.​ Click on the link with the name of the sample you want to use. It will open up an 

interactive data analysis tool.  

                      
 



d.​ First place to explore is the Codebook (top left of the screen in dark shaded button). In 
the left panel you can select to view the variables as a sequential list or alphabetical. 

 
 

If you choose the sequential variable list, it will present the variables within specified 
categories and allow you to explore the interesting ones.       

                
 
 
​ ​  
 



 
For example, if you click on Education, you will get a list of the different available  
variables related to education, you can click on them to find out the detailed  
description and codes.   

 
 
Clicking on school shows you that this variable measures school attendance.  
It shows you that the value of 0 means that variable doesn’t apply to that observation, 1 
means you are not in school, 2 means you are currently attending school, 8 is unknown, 
and 9 means the value is missing.  

 
 

You should explore the list of variables to figure out how to identify immigrants in the 
sample, what are the top countries of origin for the immigrants in your state, and to find 
other interesting variables that you can highlight in your infographic.  



e.​ Now you are ready to go back to the analysis tool. The list of variables is also provided to 
you on the left of the screen and you can click through to select them. I can expand 
Education and select school again, if selected the variable appears in the textbox at the 

top as selected.  
​ ​  

You can click on the “View” button and it will show you what your sample looks like. 
73.6% of the sample are not in school, and 23.4% of the sample are currently attending 
school.   

 
 
 



Now, let’s say you want to look at the school attendance by state, in the top left select 
“Row” and it will copy school into the right table. Then expand the “Geographic” 
category, click on “statefip” which will put statefip in the top selected box and click on 
“Col”. This will add state to the table on the right. 

 
 

You can click on “Run the Table” below your selections and a new tab will appear with 
school categories as the rows, and each state as a separate column. 
Looking at the output, you can identify that 3,534,577 people (72.5%) in Alabama are not 
in school, 1,170,791 people (24%) are in school, out of the total 4,876,250 people in the 
state.  

 



*You should not be using the graphs produced by this tool in your infographic. You need 
to take the data and produce your own visual representations/graphs.  
 

  
 
What if you want to only look at younger people? It’s really not relevant for an 80 year 
old to check whether they are currently attending school  :)  
Go back the the analysis tool tab, expand the Person/Demographic category and click on 
“Age”. Then click on Filter under the selected category. This will add “age()” into the 
filter window on the right. I typed 5-17 in between the bracket to only look at those who 
are between the ages of 5 and 17. 

 
 



Run the Table and you will see this output. Your total number of observations for 
Alabama is now only 803,106 - these are the children between 5 and 17 and only 3.7% 
are not in school.  
 

  
 
The small table at the bottom tells you that this filter excluded 13,495,967 observations 
from your sample.  
You can select multiple filters and create different subcategories this way to look deeper 
into the characteristics of certain groups of people. So have fun with this!!! 
Once you have the tables you want, you can export the data as a csv file.  



 

 
 
Then it’s time to use the data to produce your own charts and figures. 
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