
Shakespeare Phrase Sort Answer Key 
 
 

Shakespeare Phrases Character Play 

“A sorry sight” Lady Macbeth  Macbeth 

“A tower of strength” Richard King Richard III 

“Bated breath” Shylock Merchant of Venice 

“Brave new world” Miranda The Tempest 

“Forgone conclusion” Othello Othello 

“Full circle” Edmund King Lear 

“He hath eaten me out of 
house and home” 

Mistress Quickly Henry the Fourth, Part 2 

“Hob nob” Sir Toby The Twelfth Night 

“Heart upon my sleeve” Iago Othello 

“Knock knock, who’s there?” The Porter Macbeth 

“Neither rhyme nor reason” Dromio The Comedy of Errors 

“One fell swoop” Macduff Macbeth 

“Off with his head” Richard King Richard the III 

“Short shrift Ratcliffe King Richard the III 

“The be-all and end-all” Macbeth Macbeth 

“To thine own self be true” Polonius Hamlet 

“We have seen better days” Duke Senior As You Like It 

“What’s done is done” Lady Macbeth Macbeth 
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