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Dear San Diego Unified Board of Education,

I am writing regarding San Diego Unified School District's Names Committee resolution H-3
coming before the Board on April 16, 2024, to recommend changing the name of Henry Clay
Elementary to Rolling Hills Leadership Elementary.

Our community came forward to advocate for a restorative name for our community school.
The school district has not provided any community education or facilitated engagement. The

name Rolling Hills goes against the voice and mission of our community, and goes against the
Board of Education’s public commitment toward restorative and racial justice.

The name Rolling Hills is a known allusion to the name of our neighborhood, Rolando. This was
a name created by the land developer in the 1950’s who built this racially redlined
neighborhood. A neighborhood where Black people were not allowed to purchase homes. The
developers chose Rolando because they wanted a name that sounded “exotic”. To name this
school Rolling Hills is to continue to uphold and celebrate a history of white supremacy.

We were assured repeatedly that the recommended name would not be decided based on
popular vote, and yet this is now being cited as the rationale to recommend Rolling Hills. The
survey that is being referenced is out of alignment with every other survey and community
dialogue that has taken place in the last two years. The process has lacked transparency,
integrity, and honesty.

We strongly urge you to not accept Rolling Hills Leadership Elementary, and to support the
community's engaged, educated, and restorative recommendation bell hooks Elementary
School.

With thanks,
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