WINNING WITH THE "’ Acmur

RACE CLASS NARRATIVE ...-

A Proven Framework For Progressive Victories

The Race Class Narrative (RCN) - and the complementary and still-developing Race Class
Gender Narrative (RCGN), is a proven messaging and organizing framework that weaves
together race, class, and gender, advances our progressive worldview, and counters
right-wing divide and conquer politics. The framework builds cross-racial solidarity,
fueling desire for a government that serves us all and linking shared economic prosperity
directly to racial and gender justice. Research consistently shows that speaking
affirmatively about races and genders strengthens our ability to mobilize our base and
persuade the middle, allowing us to challenge our opposition’s hold on susceptible voters.
But the ordering and content of our messaging matters. RCN messages follow a specific
architecture drawn from broader research in political communication that can be adapted

across issues, as seen in this messaging template.

This winning narrative framework follows the principles of “mobisuasion:” a recognition
that mobilizing and persuading is a both-and, not an either-or, proposition. Moreover, we
must activate our choir to repeat our message in order for us to reach and move the
conflicted members of our audience.

Where conventional wisdom insists on holding our tongues about race in order to woo
swing voters, RCN addresses race in a way that engages our base (predominantly Black,
brown, young, LGBTQ people and unmarried women) while moving persuadables. By
activating already ideologically aligned potential voters, we generate the repetition
needed for persuading malleable voters to adopt a new “common sense.” This approach
calls out and neutralizes the right-wing strategy of using deliberate division, manifested
through racially-coded dog whistles and gender-coded siren songs, to turn working people
against each other, undermine support for government, and hoard wealth and power.
RC(G)N enables advocates and activists, candidates and elected officials to set the terms
of debate and move supporters to our views and cause by exposing right-wing tactics that
keep us from demanding the freedoms and resources all of us need.


https://www.wemakethefutureaction.us/history-of-the-race-class-narrative
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lfhBLpP0mLi6C4Icde5oi6nzfjfRt-36PG47rBjNiPs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lfhBLpP0mLi6C4Icde5oi6nzfjfRt-36PG47rBjNiPs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mJG-Y6hDlXZgu0esgUuYxF1UrYpXWKjYbmGMl7A_ef0/edit

Continuously iterated, refined and tested, the Race Class Narrative has been used across

the country to pass progressive policies, increase organizational support, and win

campaigns and elections. We offer (and continue to update) the following non-exhaustive

list of victories since RCN’s inception in 2017 as concrete examples of its impact so far:
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U.S. WINS

MULTI-STATE EFFORTS

In 2022, progressive organizations across the country, especially in critical
battlegrounds, delivered a consistent, effective electoral demand to “Protect Our

Freedoms” derived from and applying the Race Class Narrative through social
media, in-person events, organizing, celebrity and influencer engagement, and
paid ads. We see this clearly in many of the races where candidates and groups
defied precedent, punditry and polling: from Ml Gov. Whitmer emphasizing
freedom in the abortion context as well situating this and broader social issues in
the “someone you love” framing and Ml Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson winning
her race by messaging that “our rights, our freedoms are on the ballot” to PA
gubernatorial candidate Josh Shapiro employing RCN to set the terms of the
debate and delivered a closing argument focused on real freedom and We Make
the Road Action and their allies pulling Sen. Cortez Masto over the line in Nevada

by mobilizing and moving voters to protect our freedoms. The full summary of the
Protect Our Freedoms midterm campaign can be seen here.

Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ) has been applying RCN into their “shared
stakes” organizing - and in all of their 2022 voter contact work. They helped elect
7 judicial candidates supporting bail reform in Louisville while defeating the
judge who signed the no-knock warrant police used to murder Breonna Taylor
and helped defeat a proposed constitutional amendment banning abortion in
Kentucky. In Georgia, they used RCN to campaign for Demetrius Rucker in state
house district 117, where he came the closest to victory of all the toss up races,
while their messaging on how Trump Republicans “exploit the existing fault lines
between us” contributed to delivering Sen. Warnock’s general and runoff wins.

Moms Rising has integrated RCN into their work across the board since 2018 and
have now grown to well over a million members across the country, with an online
audience of over 5 million, including over 3,000 bloggers. In 2022, Moms Rising
Together used RCN, and more specifically the Protect Our Freedoms framework
developed from it, to mobilize over 64,000 volunteers, send over 1.6 million
postcards to mom voters, make over 6 million calls, and garner 30+ million
impressions through English and Spanish language ads on social media, including an
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https://www.nytimes.com/2022/08/11/us/politics/midterms-democrats-freedom.html
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jEwtfhx7qqNnE7z2-fLbbM1fmi897GcYEr3iAV3Q97k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jEwtfhx7qqNnE7z2-fLbbM1fmi897GcYEr3iAV3Q97k/edit?usp=sharing
https://twitter.com/WayToWinAF/status/1587442320399441920
https://twitter.com/WayToWinAF/status/1587442320399441920
https://twitter.com/OnePennsylvania/status/1588999247529013248?s=20&t=gd2uehdrpKpPg-cEUvMEzg
https://www.tiktok.com/@commchangeact/video/7158149183587814702?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.instagram.com/p/CkJtNh1AhBg/
https://www.tiktok.com/@untouchableyann/video/7150653287606275374
https://www.axios.com/2022/10/31/progressives-closing-argument-midterms
https://twitter.com/GovWhitmer/status/1575627211666706432?s=20&t=q5kZDgRZA08f8dqbInggeg
https://twitter.com/GovWhitmer/status/1575627211666706432?s=20&t=q5kZDgRZA08f8dqbInggeg
https://twitter.com/GovWhitmer/status/1575626448320151552
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/rights-freedoms-ballot-says-michigan-142051316.html?guccounter=1
https://twitter.com/joshshapiropa/status/1587229151710306304?s=46&t=vtWwsGGEUNDKeoh5uIRXgg
https://twitter.com/joshshapiropa/status/1587229151710306304?s=46&t=vtWwsGGEUNDKeoh5uIRXgg
https://twitter.com/joshshapiropa/status/1588371969153458176?s=46&t=vtWwsGGEUNDKeoh5uIRXgg
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/progressive-group-launches-seven-figure-voter-mobilization-effort-targeting-nevada-latinos
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OEAiNtqPboY6UU33nOgV0smhHGVrkXED/view?usp=sharing
https://surj.org/about/our-values/
https://surj.org/about/our-values/
https://www.lpm.org/news/2022-11-02/louisville-activists-release-list-of-judicial-candidates-who-support-cash-bail-reform
https://www.lpm.org/news/2022-11-02/louisville-activists-release-list-of-judicial-candidates-who-support-cash-bail-reform
https://www.weku.org/politics/2022-11-09/judge-who-signed-breonna-taylor-search-warrant-loses-reelection
https://www.weku.org/politics/2022-11-09/judge-who-signed-breonna-taylor-search-warrant-loses-reelection
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/kentucky-anti-abortion-amendment/
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/kentucky-anti-abortion-amendment/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D4bmOcwppuzn-5nf3NkVOHrEdUBXuWRzcpfL8hVWPKI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.momsrising.org/wins
https://momspowerelections.org/
https://momspowerelections.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/1/d/1jEwtfhx7qqNnE7z2-fLbbM1fmi897GcYEr3iAV3Q97k/edit

RCGN ad for Sen. Maggie Hassan (NH) and radio ads for Sen. Warnock during the
GA runoff. They engaged high potential mom voters across races and helped
deliver victories for more than half of their endorsed slate of candidates.

SEIU has been a major supporter and implementer of Race Class Narrative
messaging since its inception. By 2022, the International Union and its locals
conducted 12 RCN workshops for over 241 members, created an RCN Learning
Community made up of over 32 local union leaders and communications and
political staff, and rooted RCN and the “freedoms frame” throughout SEIU’s
midterms messaging for races across the country.

Blue Future, a youth-led organization that trains and develops student leaders
helping progressive Democrats win key elections, trained over 100 organizers in
2022 and 10 partner organizations in RCN materials from WMTFA and ASO and
supported them in implementing RCN into their local organizing and midterms
campaigning.

In 2020, through the Race Class Narrative Action project, now newly named We
Make the Future Action, over 2,000 state leaders and organizers trained in RCN
launched seven statewide RCN-driven campaigns in PA, OH, MI, WI, MN, IN, and
CO. These state coalitions were able to successfully implement RCN to win
legislation, local races, and flip several of their states in the presidential election.
The full summary of these efforts and how RCN contributed to increased votes can
be seen here.

In 2020, People’s Action utilized an RCN closing argument as an element of their
deep canvass experiment with conflicted voters, first increasing support for
universal healthcare (including for undocumented people) and then moving
respondents on vote choice from Trump to Biden. The research showed a critical
3.1% impact on decreasing Trump’s overall vote margin.

In coalition with partners, People’s Action pushed Congress to pass the

Mainstreaming Addiction Treatment (MAT) Act in 2022 after 2+ years of

campaigning utilizing RCN messages The bill passed with large majorities in
support to remove bureaucratic barriers and increase access to life-saving

treatment for people facing opioid addiction and seeking care.

Organizers in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Michigan and several other states
wielded RCN messaging to demand election officials count every vote and certify
the results of the 2020 elections, spreading their message through direct actions,
marches and demonstrations, and across social media.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbPQQnA0yu0
https://momspowerelections.org/
https://ourbluefuture.us/
https://www.wemakethefutureaction.us/
https://www.wemakethefutureaction.us/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5fedf78e56736819c1b30e13/t/60a844077e461d4b096ee9d1/1621640207234/RCNANovember2020Update_Final.pdf
https://peoplesaction.org/deep-canvass-experiment/
https://peoplesaction.org/2022/12/peoples-action-celebrates-passage-of-the-mainstreaming-addiction-treatment-act/
https://peoplesaction.org/2022/12/peoples-action-celebrates-passage-of-the-mainstreaming-addiction-treatment-act/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a_MkIrMKv1U-RkED8C-5_RXyv9rEpfBG/view
https://wordstowinby-pod.com/count-every-vote-protecting-the-election-results/

In 2020, Community Change Action/Community Change Voters worked in
partnership with Way to Win to distribute RCN-inspired ads in AZ and GA, which

flipped to Democrats in the presidential cycle.

CALIFORNIA

In 2022, LA Voice, a multiracial, interfaith organization, played a leading role in
pushing for three ballot measures in the Los Angeles area: LA County Measure A
on sheriff accountability, Pasadena Measure H on rent control, and LA City
Measure ULA on housing. Using RCN messaging, they won all three.

In 2022, California Latinas for Reproductive Justice used RCN messaging to
successfully get the city council of Bell Gardens in southeast Los Angeles to pass a

rent stabilization law protecting tenants.

COLORADO

In 2024, Together Colorado organized faith leaders in Jefferson County, Colorado
to educate voters about a progressive taxation ballot measure. They worked with
those leaders to integrate Race Class Narrative (RCN) and other race-forward,
empirically based messaging across all of their organizing and communications
tactics. Using the Fund Our Futures messaging guidance, they helped pass the

measure, which will result in additional revenue for public infrastructure and

public safety measures, including critical mental health services, transportation,
and road safety.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlAT4irWN_k
https://www.instagram.com/p/CkMBqTWuFPP/
https://www.lavoice.org/annual-report/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-08-28/more-california-cities-enact-rent-control-to-protect-tenants
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-08-28/more-california-cities-enact-rent-control-to-protect-tenants
https://www.instagram.com/p/DCR2oW-P-5C/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DCR2oW-P-5C/
https://issuu.com/coloradocommunitymedia/docs/ccmca_2024-11-14_ze
https://issuu.com/coloradocommunitymedia/docs/ccmca_2024-11-14_ze

In 2023, Together Colorado and their C4 political arm Faith in Colorado engaged
in a get out the vote (GOTV) strategy for the Denver municipal elections, which
included a video rooted in RCN highlighting what is possible when Coloradans join
together to fight for clean air, good wages, and affordable housing. This work, in
addition to Faith in Colorado's community-led endorsement process, helped elect
champions on the Denver City Council. Among other victories, the city council
successfully passed $30 million in emergency rental assistance, a substantial
increase from the previous budget commitment from the City.

Together, Colorado uses RCN as the foundation for all of their communications and
campaign work. In 2018, they successfully abolished enslavement in the Colorado
constitution. In 2020, they worked with Race Class Narrative Action and a coalition
across the state to create an RCN branded campaign called We Make the Way for
the 2020 elections. They built on their successes in 2021 to pass legislation to limit
abusive and discriminatory practices by police and to defeat Initiative 2F, a
proposed law that would have pushed more people out of their homes and closed
group housing for people left struggling to make ends meet or recover from
addiction. As part of the Fund Colorado’s Future effort, a campaign tied to the
national RCN Fund Our Future project, they passed proposition GG, a measure to
guarantee transparency on tax ballot measures and that makes it harder for the
super-rich to hide behind fine print.

FLORIDA

Despite facing a landscape saturated with corporate money and disinformation,
the Florida for All coalition managed to defeat two ballot initiatives in the 2024
Florida General Election, one of which would have increased partisan influence on
the state’s education system and the other which would have made it harder for
working-class candidates to run for office. They nearly won in their campaign on
Amendment 4 to stop government interference with abortion (they helped secure
57% in favor, just shy of the 60% required for an Amendment to pass). And in places
where they focused both organizing and communications tactics to create a
narrative echo chamber - like in Alachua County, Florida - they saw a 100% success
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFwfbWMF9no
https://www.denver7.com/news/front-range/denver/newly-approved-denver-budget-includes-29-million-for-emergency-rental-assistance
https://www.denver7.com/news/front-range/denver/newly-approved-denver-budget-includes-29-million-for-emergency-rental-assistance
https://www.togethercolorado.org/how-colorado-became-the-first-state-to-abolish-slavery/
https://wemaketheway.org/
https://youtu.be/Y9FiT3AiJyY
https://youtu.be/Y9FiT3AiJyY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5dCNVlxlWA
https://twitter.com/TogetherCO/status/1455916435432255494?s=20&t=24lI86LUJ11foWPs_nebCw
https://twitter.com/TogetherCO/status/1455916435432255494?s=20&t=24lI86LUJ11foWPs_nebCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ljcrHCKSF0M
https://www.instagram.com/p/DCHQtfNODvC

rate across all of their ballot initiative campaigns. Lastly, they reported that 58 of
their endorsed candidates were victorious. Most of their materials, from
canvassing materials to digital ads to printed lit, used the Freedom to Thrive
messaging guidance, rooted in Race Class Narrative (RCN).

INDIANA

In 2023, Faith in Indiana kicked off their “A Call for Care' Campaign with over 800
faith leaders of all races, denominations, and backgrounds urging the Indiana state
legislature to fund a new response system that is not reliant on police for people
experiencing mental health crises. Kicked off by successful local fights in South
Bend and Gary, northern Indiana organizers partnered with the Black Church
Coalition in Indianapolis and others for this statewide campaign. Using RCN, the
campaign led with values - expressed through stories, art, and public events - and
built a multiracial coalition based on those values, from Black communities to white
rural communities. Organizers intentionally engaged Black churches to support
this campaign, with a total of 45,928 Black voters reached through their efforts.
Because of their work, Faith in Indiana won $100 million for crisis response and
helped achieve record turnout in an Indiana municipal election.

Under the banner of We Make Indiana, organizers are wielding RCN to win political
power. In 2021, activists in Indianapolis mobilized and moved voters to enact the
nation’s strongest civilian oversight over police, including placing a Faith in Indiana
leader on the commission. Building on this success, Act Indiana supported 210
grassroot leaders, 75% of them people of color, to run for Democratic Party
precinct positions in 2022, with 151 of them (more than 70%) winning. Their
members are now one quarter of precinct leaders in Indianapolis and pluralities in
several other counties. In the same year, Faith in Indiana held over 3,200
RCN-based conversations at the doors to recruit new members and leaders,
convened 40 organizers, clergy, and grassroots leaders from across the state at the
Indiana Voices coalition table for intensive RCN training, and supported their Black
Church Coalition in using RCN messaging as part of their Souls to the Polls voter
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Orv7ahjAJaM_0Qf8zH4v5voG2pf7N1L_
https://faithinindiana.org/a-call-for-care-1
https://www.abc57.com/news/crisis-response-oaklawn-breaks-ground-on-south-bend-crisis-center
https://www.wrtv.com/news/local-news/2023-marion-county-municipal-election-biggest-in-over-a-decade-election-board-says
https://faithinindiana.org/indianapolis-council-members-reform-impd-oversight-in-nearly-party-line-vote/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAD8_JgPI8k&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAD8_JgPI8k&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAD8_JgPI8k&feature=emb_title

mobilization events. In addition to turning out voters to elect Democrat Frank
Mrvan to Congress in a close race in the Indiana suburbs of Chicago, their efforts in
House District 32 proved pivotal to electing champion Victoria Garcia Willburn to
the state legislature. They used an RCN-based digital program across several house
districts to contact voters over 1.6 million times on text or social media, knocked
more than 2,200 doors and made over 36,000 in her district alone - ultimately
flipping the seat and electing Willburn by 232 votes.

In 2022, Faith in Indiana led a successful campaign to build a statewide system of

crisis response so that all Hoosiers get help. not handcuffs, such as getting
Indianapolis Mayor Joe Hogsett to fund a $2 million program, winning millions

more in funding in South Bend and Gary, and persuading the Family and Social
Services Administration of Indiana to apply their crisis response approach.

‘ KENTUCKY

In 2024, Kentuckians for the Commonwealth (KFTC) successfully defeated

Amendment 2, which would have changed the state constitution to enable school
vouchers. Through WMTF/A’s Implementation Boo$t program, they launched a
layered field and communications campaign which included texts, field literature,
swag, billboards, transit ads, and digital ads - all rooted in the Freedom to Learn
messaging guidance, which is rooted in Race Class Narrative (RCN). Not only did
they defeat the Amendment, they exceeded their engagement goals and saw an
increase in the number of leaders attending their education work team meetings,
building power for future public education wins.

In 2023, Kentuckians for the Commonwealth (KFTC) secured a cleaner energy
future through their “We Got the Power” campaign. KFTC mobilized thousands of
Kentuckians across race and class, using RCN in their canvass scripts, digital ads,
mailers, and billboards. As a result of their efforts, they won more solar power for
the state, a battery storage facility, and several energy efficiency programs. Their
victories didn’t stop there. They also successfully pressured their state Public
Service Commission to reject the creation of a natural gas plant and limited
planned rate hikes by other utilities. KFTC channeled the momentum from their
victory into a nonpartisan GOTV effort in 2023, connecting top races to their role
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/17SwQRnTmrVsrYrNBneIhmXHBQcouxQxb/view?usp=sharing
https://faithinindiana.org/hoosiers-need-help-not-handcuffs-indianapolis-mayor-police-chief-commit-to-police-reform/
https://twitter.com/IndyMayorJoe/status/1567967550310326279?cxt=HHwWjoCx-b6LxcIrAAAA
https://twitter.com/IndyMayorJoe/status/1567967550310326279?cxt=HHwWjoCx-b6LxcIrAAAA
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=955073923319715&set=pb.100064513491424.-2207520000&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1005651354928638&id=100064513491424
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1005651354928638&id=100064513491424
https://kftc.org/
https://wevegotthepower.org/
https://www.lpm.org/news/2023-11-09/kentucky-utility-regulators-approve-a-cleaner-energy-future-for-lg-e-ku
https://www.lpm.org/news/2023-11-09/kentucky-utility-regulators-approve-a-cleaner-energy-future-for-lg-e-ku
https://kentuckylantern.com/2024/01/19/excessive-and-disturbing-regulator-slashes-kentucky-power-proposed-rate-hike-by-two-thirds/
https://kentuckylantern.com/2024/01/19/excessive-and-disturbing-regulator-slashes-kentucky-power-proposed-rate-hike-by-two-thirds/

in critical energy decisions. This effort helped in the re-election of Governor Andy
Beshear in November 2023.

’“ MARYLAND

e After being part of a cohort of teacher’s union affiliates involved in RCN research
to develop Freedom to Learn messaging, the Maryland State Education
Association integrated it into all of their 2022 electoral work and created
additional digital media and mail pieces going on offense on public education in the
face of anti-CRT right wing attacks. They won the majority of their school board
campaigns, including 3 out of 4 seats in an intense contest with the opposition in
politically purple Frederick County.

MICHIGAN

e We the People Michigan has been an anchor for the state’s RCN-branded coalition
campaign, We Make Michigan. They played a leading role in using this effective
messaging to demand certification in 2020. In 2022, their efforts culminated in
electing former We the People organizer Betsy Coffia to the state legislature.
They defeated an incumbent Republican, galvanized friends and family of
undocumented farmworkers in this rural northern Ml district, and made the case
for their progressive vision using RCN.

e [n 2022, whenthe dominant energy provider in southeast Michigan, DTE Energy,
announced a nearly 9% residential rate hike, the Michigan Environmental Justice
Coalition (MEJC) along with several coalition partners utilized RCN messaging to
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https://www.wemakethefuture.us/resources-docs/freedom-to-learn-messaging-guide
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Iy_5WnuYSN8jfq1MqecH9l7eRvEPmgD-/view?usp=sharing
https://www.fredericknewspost.com/news/continuing_coverage/election_coverage/yoho-gallagher-allen-and-dean-rose-elected-to-school-board-cindy-rose-refuses-to-accept/article_b3e727a6-c2dc-5f3d-89ec-3341adb89b49.html
https://wemakemichigan.com/
https://midmichigannow.com/newsletter-daily/michigan-voters-staging-car-caravan-in-lansing-ahead-of-expected-election-certification
https://midmichigannow.com/newsletter-daily/michigan-voters-staging-car-caravan-in-lansing-ahead-of-expected-election-certification
https://wethepeoplemichigan.com/betsy/
https://forgeorganizing.org/article/how-undocumented-farmworkers-helped-flip-michigan-state-house
https://forgeorganizing.org/article/how-undocumented-farmworkers-helped-flip-michigan-state-house
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lUsNSf2hb-_Ett14dsKBx_E6FK_9xcTP/view?usp=sharing

demand affordable energy for all. Their efforts alongside We the People Ml’s
utility accountability campaign secured the first ever public hearing held by the
Public Service Commission to discuss the proposed rate hike - where the coalition
turned out over 300 people to oppose it. Their efforts culminated in DTE
announcing just a.078% rate increase while the Commission announced new
plans to update the grid, which hadn’t been done in about 25 years, and to use more
clean energy, crediting MEJC for raising these issues.

In 2022, Fund MI Future won new American Rescue Plan funding for schools and
services at the state level, while also defeating several corporate kickbacks in the
then-GOP controlled legislature by using RCN Fund Our Future messaging,

demanding “ultra-wealthy individuals and corporations pay what they owe... so
that we can all prosper together.”

MINNESOTA

In 2024, Faith in Minnesota, 100% Action, SEIU MN, and Education MN - launched
a coordinated, statewide GOTV campaign rooted in Race Class Gender Narrative
(RCGN) called “We Make Our Future (WMOF)” WMOF'’s approach demonstrates
how to design a research-backed, aligned narrative strategy that has the reach and
power to mobilize people. Through WMTF/A’s Implementation Boo$t program,
they produced videos, digital ads, swag, and mailers - with data showing that
Minnesotans saw their messages between 4-6 times during the election cycle.
Because of their efforts, Minnesota bucked the trend of state legislatures
swinging to the right, helping to retain critical seats in the House and Senate, thus
protecting the progress they made for Minnesotans across race, gender,
immigration status, and zip code. This outcome hinged on razor-thin victories in
the districts where WMOF organizations like Faith in Minnesota led layered field
and communications strategies to GOTV.

In 2023, Education Minnesota and other progressive advocates defeated
anti-freedom school board candidates using RCGN. They were successful in
pushing the local media to adopt their narrative which contributed to an 85% win
rate in mostly suburban school board elections against the Minnesota Parents
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lUsNSf2hb-_Ett14dsKBx_E6FK_9xcTP/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b3Rzmn1wusy00z7LYmJvLhmHv4wrI9EiYgsywRpyKEk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.instagram.com/p/ChnXw6Fv-yn/?hl=en
https://michiganadvance.com/2022/11/21/mpsc-approves-much-smaller-rate-increase-for-dte-after-activists-pushed-back/
https://michiganadvance.com/2022/11/21/mpsc-approves-much-smaller-rate-increase-for-dte-after-activists-pushed-back/
https://fundmifuture.org/
https://www.wemakethefuture.us/resources-docs/fund-our-future
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/opinion/contributors/viewpoints/2022/05/01/taxing-wealthy-and-corporations-can-level-playing-field/9568770002/
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/opinion/contributors/viewpoints/2022/05/01/taxing-wealthy-and-corporations-can-level-playing-field/9568770002/
https://wemakeourfuturemn.com/
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2024/11/05/live-updates-election-day-minnesota-voting
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2024/11/05/live-updates-election-day-minnesota-voting
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2023/10/04/new-pac-with-focus-on-minnesota-school-board-candidates-launches
https://minnesotareformer.com/2023/11/17/conservative-groups-lick-wounds-after-school-board-election-loss-vow-to-continue-fighting/
https://www.facebook.com/ads/library/?id=980858680231453
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2023/09/26/holocaust-denier-running-for-school-board-in-roseville
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2023/09/28/teachers-union-advocacy-groups-warn-of-extremist-school-board-candidates

Alliance, a group similar to Moms 4 Liberty, which operated with the backing of big
money MAGA groups in the state. Education Minnesota and its allies used their
version of the Freedom to Learn messaging, which was co-developed by WMTF
and ASO Communications, and independently tested in Minnesota by Lake
Research Partners.

The 2023 legislative session began with three wins - restoring the freedom to vote
to over 55,000 eligible Minnesotans, allowing Minnesota’s undocumented
residents to have drivers licenses, and passing a new standard of 100%
carbon-free electricity by 2040. The 100% Campaign, Unidos MN, and ISAIAH
MN used an RCN-based integrated narrative and organizing strategy and
empirically backed messaging throughout their work on these campaigns.

Minnesotans closed their 2023 legislative session with it being hailed as “the most
successful legislative session, [...] maybe in Minnesota history." They passed bills
for a fairer tax code that ensures the wealthy pay what they owe, created a public
health care option for residents - including their undocumented neighbors, and
even secured 20 weeks of paid leave to make sure workers can take the time they
need to care for themselves and their families. With these huge wins, rooted in an
integrated RCN communications and organizing strategy, ISAIAH, Faith in MN, We
Make MN, We Choose Us, and many others are claiming the title of #BestState for
everyday people across race, place, faith, and genders.

In 2022, Faith in Minnesota and SEIU with partners and_party leaders across the
state used RCN to turn out voters and elect a historic Democratic trifecta, flipping
key State Senate seats while pushing back on crime attacks and right-wing dog
whistles to also hold onto Keith Ellison’s seat as Attorney General and win the
Hennepin County Attorney race. These victories built on consecutive cycles of
gains by progressives and Democrats in the North Star state who have been
campaigning with RCN since the Greater than Fear campaign in 2018, which
helped elect progressives and Democrats by strong margins_ up and down the
ballot, and the We Make Minnesota campaign in 2020 which_pushed back against
state GOP efforts to divide suburban moms while reaching more than four million
people with their RCN ads program targeting key state legislative districts.

In 2022, Faith in Minnesota and their labor partners won pay owed to over
600,000 people working in child care using RCGN messaging.

Unidos MN used RCN messaging throughout their 2022 GOTV program, after
being part of We Make the Future Actions’ RCN implementer training series. They
scored a major victory in Senate District 36, defeating a longtime GOP incumbent
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https://www.wemakethefuture.us/resources-docs/defending-the-freedom-to-learn
https://www.wemakethefuture.us/resources-docs/defending-the-freedom-to-learn
https://apnews.com/article/politics-minnesota-state-government-prisons-crime-1adbcf8cc6dd6f0d50246972b934783d
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2023/03/07/si-se-pudo-walz-signs-immigrant-drivers-license-bill-into-law
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2023/03/07/si-se-pudo-walz-signs-immigrant-drivers-license-bill-into-law
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/minnesota-house-set-to-pass-bill-setting-new-benchmark-of-100-carbon-free-energy-by-2040/
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/minnesota-house-set-to-pass-bill-setting-new-benchmark-of-100-carbon-free-energy-by-2040/
https://twitter.com/100PercentMN/status/1621386981270863872
https://twitter.com/UnidosMN/status/1633215490960117760
https://twitter.com/ISAIAHMN/status/1631704821211226113
https://twitter.com/ISAIAHMN/status/1631704821211226113
https://www.minnpost.com/state-government/2023/05/transformational-and-also-bonkers-minnesota-legislature-ends-its-session-of-historic-spending-policy-changes/
https://www.minnpost.com/state-government/2023/05/transformational-and-also-bonkers-minnesota-legislature-ends-its-session-of-historic-spending-policy-changes/
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/minnesota-house-passes-tax-bill-with-3b-in-tax-cuts-credits/
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/minnesota-house-passes-tax-bill-with-3b-in-tax-cuts-credits/
https://minnesotareformer.com/briefs/house-lawmakers-advance-a-bill-creating-a-minnesotacare-public-option-for-all-state-residents/
https://minnesotareformer.com/briefs/house-lawmakers-advance-a-bill-creating-a-minnesotacare-public-option-for-all-state-residents/
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/minnesota-governor-signs-paid-family-medical-leave-act-99615153
https://twitter.com/ISAIAHMN/status/1661384315656126467
https://twitter.com/Komar97/status/1661409915305328647
https://twitter.com/wemakemn/status/1660782448601432066
https://twitter.com/wemakemn/status/1660782448601432066
https://twitter.com/wechooseusmn/status/1661386045185826816
https://twitter.com/KathrynLozada/status/1661216236586295296
https://www.facebook.com/seiumn/posts/pfbid0tHVZBDRFv5Fh7gCqPH9LndXbQCc11MLpNcw4vFh2RSd8bgSmXqCc93Bm6F56BXwHl
https://www.facebook.com/FaithInMN/videos/1284806535583966
https://www.facebook.com/FaithInMN/videos/1125154261540192
https://wordstowinby-pod.com/greater-than-fear-minnesota/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1INcHQ60DyznP3AU40gXfLBGgTR805P8a/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1INcHQ60DyznP3AU40gXfLBGgTR805P8a/view?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/wemakemn
https://twitter.com/minnesota_faith/status/1283959315330592768?s=20
https://twitter.com/minnesota_faith/status/1283959315330592768?s=20
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5fedf78e56736819c1b30e13/t/60a844077e461d4b096ee9d1/1621640207234/RCNANovember2020Update_Final.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/FaithInMN/videos/1357307921411213/
https://www.facebook.com/FaithInMN/videos/1357307921411213/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFQRCk9STk/g6y-tHAGLwibsKnhZLD3lw/view?utm_content=DAFQRCk9STk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton

who opposed their ethnic studies education campaign and electing a key ally,
Heather Gustafson, to the seat.

In 2021, organizers in the Twin Cities used RCN messaging to win historic ballot
initiatives establishing rent stabilization in St. Paul through a coalition led by The
Alliance TC, and paving a path for rent stabilization in Minneapolis through a
coalition led by ISAIAH. They went on to defend those wins in 2022 by blocking
preemption at the state level.

In 2021, amidst the wave of anti-CRT and anti-trans attacks from the right,
Education Minnesota and their allies utilized Race Class Narrative messaging to
pass two-thirds of all school funding referendums across 34 school districts,
rejecting anti-freedom to learn efforts and school board candidates across the
state. Critically, they held onto all school boards that had previously supported
expanding racial justice in their districts.

In 2018, ISAIAH volunteers used RCN messaging to win on a salient issue in the
state capital: collective trash collection. Through grassroots organizing and
creative communications, they beat back corporate trawler’s attempts to hike rates
and dump pollution in vulnerable communities, prevailing by overwhelming
numbers in the election.

MISSOURI

In 2024, Missouri Jobs with Justice Voter Action won a major victory for working

families by helping pass a statewide ballot measure that will increase the

minimum wage and institute paid sick leave in Missouri. Through WMTF/A’s
Implementation Boo$t program, they sent mailers to 24,000 newly registered

persons in Missouri using research-backed messaging recommendations to
mobilize them to support the measure. They also incorporated these messages in
their canvassing scripts and digital content in their organizing to get the measure
on the ballot.

Organizers in Missouri have used RCN to deliver game changing shifts in the state
in recent years. In August of 2020, MOVE MO and their allies drove a race-forward
narrative and scored a major victory for Missouri families by expanding Medicaid
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https://www.housingequitystp.org/election_night_statement
https://twitter.com/HometoStayMPLS/status/1455564133445902339?s=20
https://educationminnesota.org/news/press-release/minnesotans-support-their-schools-and-an-honest-look-at-history/
https://www.facebook.com/ISAIAHMN/videos/401844124073885
https://www.twincities.com/2019/11/05/with-trash-in-mind-st-paul-voters-headed-to-the-polls-tuesday/
https://www.twincities.com/2019/11/05/with-trash-in-mind-st-paul-voters-headed-to-the-polls-tuesday/
https://mojwj.org/blog/together-weve-made-history/
https://mojwj.org/blog/together-weve-made-history/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kmf0fCvyoWtk8WdEyHXfOvIuf6pGBk7S/view?usp=sharing

and extending health care to over 230,000 Missourians. Despite monied
opposition wielding racialized wedge strategies and having to campaignin a
pandemic, movement organizations soundly passed Amendment 2 to expand
Medicaid with 53.3% of Missouri voters supporting the measure. And just months
later, they replicated their success, electing Tishaura O. Jones, who ran with RCN
messaging, as St Louis’ Mayor.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Over 6 months in 2022, the Radical Right Accountability Project recruited over
200 volunteer leaders in New Hampshire to promote RCN and Protect Our
Freedoms messaging through a social media campaign across local grassroots
organizations and Democratic Party committees. They contributed to one of the
closest races in years, defeating 9 Trump Republicans in the state legislature and
positioning Democrats to evenly split the State House.

NEW YORK

In 2022, progressive candidate Sarahana Shrestha won her primary and general
election to represent her Hudson Valley district in the New York State Assembly by
using RCN to run a future-oriented campaign rejecting fear and division.

In 2022, progressive candidate Kirsten Gonzalez utilized RCN elements in her
“We Make New York” closing argument to voters, winning her Queens district in
both the primary and general election.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SDRFMzXTwKqhcr01PpmAuBMkwsMoJ0fieYxazhDClzk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3QwvnW5dcRo
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lJ7XQlXk2TpBoAGFvxSXYzdqbvT5Svl2Gj1uNERiU6Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lJ7XQlXk2TpBoAGFvxSXYzdqbvT5Svl2Gj1uNERiU6Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://fb.watch/hgtzFZmO2H/
https://twitter.com/sarahana/status/1539643790364774400
https://www.instagram.com/p/ChaD03cDRlC/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/ChaD03cDRlC/?hl=en

e From 2020 through 2022, Reimagine Babylon, a progressive group on Long Island,
harnessed Race Class Narrative messaging to win two Library Trustee seats and
elect two new school board members, in a purple district whose electorate is more
than 90% White.

4 NORTH CAROLINA

e [n2022, Down Home North Carolina utilized RCN messaging in campaigning that
delivered key wins across the state. They elected seven of their endorsed

candidates across three counties, defeating anti-CRT right wing slates in each
place. They also turned out voters in rural NC districts to elect progressives and
Democrats, flipping a state senate seat in Granville County and electing the first
Black sheriff in the county’s 257 year history, electing a local Black farmer to the
NC House, unseating a 12 year Republican incumbent, in Person County, and
electing Diamond Staton Williams to the NC House by a margin of around 650
votes, successfully holding off a Republican supermajority by one seat. In both
Granville and Person counties, Down Home collaborated with We Make the Future
Action on RCN mailers that also helped boost Black voter turnout to levels nearly
10 points higher than the statewide average.

e The All In For Ohio Kids coalition reconvened in 2023 to pass the Fair School
Funding Plan as part of the biennial Ohio budget, guaranteeing fairly and fully
funded public schools in Ohio a second time. In 2021, Ohio movement leaders
launched All in for Ohio Kids (AOK) to win a decades-long battle to “pass fully and

fairly-funded schools so we can ensure our kids have the education they need to
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https://www.facebook.com/ReimagineBabylon/videos/430148531578542
https://www.instagram.com/p/CdD1hmtO0-q/?hl=en
https://therealnews.com/these-rural-organizers-have-found-an-answer-to-dog-whistle-politics-multi-racial-working-class-solidarity
https://downhomenc.org/2022/11/19/publicschoolselectionrecap/
https://downhomenc.org/2022/11/19/publicschoolselectionrecap/
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/article268915517.html
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/article268915517.html
https://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/article268640572.html
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1N2rxwd8YJw-7X5uCob88ba_K_M2vRZhx?usp=sharing
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/politics/ohio-politics/3-decades-in-the-making-ohio-house-finally-funding-public-schools-expanding-voucher-programs
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/politics/ohio-politics/3-decades-in-the-making-ohio-house-finally-funding-public-schools-expanding-voucher-programs
https://www.allinforohiokids.com/

thrive.” Thanks to the strong RCN infrastructure built in 2021, grassroots leaders
and public education supporters throughout the state were organically using RCN
messaging to promote an undeniable vision for fully funded public education and
early childhood education. Organizers also ran an innovative RCN digital ad
program that resulted in over 1700 petition signatures from parents and public
education supporters who pledged to support fully funded public schools.

All In For Ohio and partners across the state have been using their RCN informed
brand and messaging to advance a statewide All in For Ohio Agenda to deliver
“safe, healthy, and beautiful communities where everyone can live with respect and
dignity, regardless of their race, gender, zip code, or income level." In 2023, they
protected the freedom to vote and the freedom to put popular issues on the
ballot by defeating Issue 1 - one of the most egregious attacks on Ohio’s
democracy in recent years. Organizers and volunteers used RCN messaging to
mobilize Ohioans, who overwhelmingly turned out to defeat Issue 1 (57% of
Ohioans voted NO on Issue 1) in an often-overlooked summer election. Through
the summer, Ohioans came together and used RCN to ensure that Ohioans have a
voice and can decide their own futures. The defeat of Issue 1 ensured safe passage
for a popular pro-abortion initiative to be placed on the ballot, which represents
the next big fight in Ohio this year that will use RCN messaging to protect our
reproductive freedoms.

In 2021, organizers with Citizens for a Safer Cleveland used RCN, messaging about
“real accountability. justice, and safety for all of us,” for a referendum establishing
acivilian review board of policing in their city. Despite a deluge of attacks from
opponents, the campaign picked up major endorsers such as incoming Mayor Bibb
and won by a massive margin of 59%-41%, delivering one of the most significant
community safety wins in the country in recent years. In 2022, Freedom BLOC in
Akron replicated Cleveland’s approach, and won their ballot initiative establishing
civilian-led oversight of police by large margins.

In 2020, the Equal Districts Coalition in Ohio used RCN messaging on fair
districting in their legal and legislative campaign to ensure all have an equal say in
the decisions that impact their lives. Their efforts culminated in the state supreme
court striking down Ohio Republicans’ proposed district maps seven times, leading
to a map that was the closest to equal and fair. In 2022, these final district lines
proved crucial to electing Democrats Sykes and Landsman to Congress and
keeping the state GOP from seizing all of Ohio’s House seats through
gerrymandering.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X3vbsfeluDdPlMNlgerbu41uhgzFsnbQmiIy6tOKjGA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X3vbsfeluDdPlMNlgerbu41uhgzFsnbQmiIy6tOKjGA/edit?usp=sharing
https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2023/03/15/state-needs-peoples-budget-funding-child-care-public-education-policy-group-says/
https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2023/03/15/state-needs-peoples-budget-funding-child-care-public-education-policy-group-says/
https://www.facebook.com/OHorganizing/posts/pfbid0228kTCgVjmz9Di78eopPLHRzPysdweT7nzYtvY3tKK9WtwyFGa94UoGLVE25v3oqwl
https://www.facebook.com/OHorganizing/posts/pfbid0228kTCgVjmz9Di78eopPLHRzPysdweT7nzYtvY3tKK9WtwyFGa94UoGLVE25v3oqwl
https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2022/06/17/all-in-ohio-agenda-looks-to-transform-education-voting-rights-health-safety-and-taxes/
https://www.wlwt.com/article/issue-one-ohio-election-results/44762487
https://www.wlwt.com/article/issue-one-ohio-election-results/44762487
https://twitter.com/OHorganizing/status/1689083068525481984
https://twitter.com/OHorganizing/status/1689083068525481984
https://www.daytondailynews.com/ideas-voices/voices-issue-1-about-silencing-the-voices-of-everyday-ohioans/YTGL6W7GGZDO5L2EA4A6WZI3WE/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ublztDzOO6r7I_csu2WEj_I2b4sBn4Cr/view?usp=sharing
https://www.instagram.com/p/CUkyeT4M7o1/
https://www.cleveland.com/opinion/2021/10/supporting-issue-24-this-november-my-safety-is-on-the-cleveland-ballot-fred-ward.html
https://www.clevescene.com/news/karrie-howard-cleveland-police-brass-coordinated-anti-issue-24-messaging-in-leadup-to-election-37979538
https://www.clevescene.com/news/karrie-howard-cleveland-police-brass-coordinated-anti-issue-24-messaging-in-leadup-to-election-37979538
https://twitter.com/MayorBibb/status/1600260236442763265
https://www.wkyc.com/article/news/local/cleveland/issue-24-cleveland-police-reform-initiative-passes/95-dee2f979-06a1-4b14-b1b0-8185545e18ba
https://mayor.clevelandohio.gov/news/new-independent-community-police-commissioners-officially-approved
https://mayor.clevelandohio.gov/news/new-independent-community-police-commissioners-officially-approved
https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2022/11/09/what-is-next-for-akron-s-issue-10--
https://www.equaldistricts.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/1jWxkr_-vfUuxis9879ZaqF9D6DQjP6xbHN3vd95t6jo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/1jWxkr_-vfUuxis9879ZaqF9D6DQjP6xbHN3vd95t6jo/edit
https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2022/11/22/two-ohio-democrats-prepare-to-join-congress

PENNSYLVANIA

In 2023, progressives in Pennsylvania used RCGN to defeat anti-freedom “Moms
for Liberty” school board candidates. These wins included flipping the majority in
three suburban Philadelphia districts where incumbents had pursued a racist and
transphobic agenda.

One PAis an RCN leader in the state, and in the 2022 midterms, they used this
effective messaging to deliver victories. From spreading social media and digital
“Protect Our Freedoms” ads to driving mobile billboards calling on Philly and
Pittsburgh voters to “Fight like Fannie for Freedom For All” to using creative
actions to create a clear contrast between voters’ desires and the efforts of Trump
Republicans, One PA drove remarkable turnout for Democrats (where total
statewide voter turnout was 3.3 points higher in 2022 than in 2018). They
registered 12,281 new voters in three months (the leading group in the state) and
reached more than 217,000 eligible voters - that’s over 10% of those who voted
early.

Ultimately, the RCN and Protect Our Freedoms message that progressive groups
including OnePA, We The People PA, Asian Pacific Islander Political Alliance, We
the People PA, SEIU PA, Commonwealth Communications and other partners
pushed across the state was also picked up by Democratic candidates. This
included gubernatorial candidate Josh Shapiro, who set the terms of the debate
and delivered a closing argument in the final weeks of the campaign focused on real
freedom. In addition to electing Shapiro as Governor and John Fetterman to the US
Senate, Pennsylvania partners also turned out voters to elect PA’s first Black
Congresswoman, Summer Lee, to re-elect Rep. Susan Wild in one of the closest
House races, and pushed a number of Democrats over the line in the state
legislature, flipping the state house.

In 2022, The Movement Cooperative, Progressive Turnout Project, and ASO
Communications conducted a field experiment using handwritten postcards in the
2022 Pennsylvania Primary. In the recording breaking primary turnout that
primary year (1.2 million), they found that the RCN plus social pressure had the
most powerful effect on turnout (+1.0pp), improving upon social pressure-only

message effects by an estimated 25%.
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https://www.facebook.com/NeighborsUnited4CBSD/videos/965366371217305/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=280072715022461&set=pcb.280072115022521
https://www.wfmz.com/news/election/dems-sweep-seats-in-hotly-contested-school-board-races/article_d9acf038-7df6-11ee-8576-4b39fa732649.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2023/11/10/voters-reject-moms-for-liberty/
https://6abc.com/central-bucks-school-district-election-day-2023-democratic-majority-board-elections/14028806/#:~:text=Pennridge%20is%20one%20of%20three,all%20five%20school%20board%20seats.
https://www.instagram.com/p/CkqiPT1ryZV/
https://twitter.com/OnePennsylvania/status/1588999247529013248?s=20&t=OKdOuxY6YmGbePSzybJ5pw
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/protesters-gather-outside-pa-gov-candidates-hispanic-town-hall-in-philadelphia/3379136/
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/protesters-gather-outside-pa-gov-candidates-hispanic-town-hall-in-philadelphia/3379136/
https://twitter.com/joshshapiropa/status/1587229151710306304?s=46&t=vtWwsGGEUNDKeoh5uIRXgg
https://twitter.com/joshshapiropa/status/1588371969153458176?s=46&t=vtWwsGGEUNDKeoh5uIRXgg
https://twitter.com/joshshapiropa/status/1588371969153458176?s=46&t=vtWwsGGEUNDKeoh5uIRXgg
https://www.turnoutpac.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Postcards-to-Swing-States-2022-Experiment-Results.pdf
https://www.turnoutpac.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Postcards-to-Swing-States-2022-Experiment-Results.pdf

AP TeNNEssEE

In 2025, when Republican House Majority Leader William Lamberth introduced a
bill this year to bar children from immigrant families from public schools, the
Tennessee Immigrant Rights & Refugee Coalition (TIRRC) led the effort to beat
back this legislation. Together with 60+ organizations and crucial support from
Forward Tennessee, they launched the Education for All Tennessee campaign,
leading with a proactive, values-based narrative about the right to public
education for every child, no matter who they are or where they were born.
Through the campaign, they organized hundreds of volunteers to join multiple days
of actions, collecting 50+ personal stories, and coordinating a dozen phone banks
over the span of a few weeks to urge constituents in target districts to call their
state legislator opposing the bill. Children, parents, faith leaders, and small
business owners mobilized - coordinating rallies, making statements, and
disrupting committee sessions. In the span of weeks, the legislation was dead in
the water.

In 2022, organizers in Tennessee utilized RCN messaging from Freedom to Learn

research and applied it to win a campaign passing a Black history education bill in
the state.

In 2019, The Nashville Justice League wielded the Race Class Narrative in their

successful campaign to elect the most diverse and progressive Metro Council in
Nashville history.
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https://www.tnimmigrant.org/
https://forwardtn.org/
https://www.educationforalltn.org/
https://us14.campaign-archive.com/?u=aac1c22e6206a6a5874c4a6c0&id=6c3f9ffde4
https://mailchi.mp/businesstn.org/tnsba-statement-immigrants2025-10334866
https://mailchi.mp/businesstn.org/tnsba-statement-immigrants2025-10334866
https://www.wsmv.com/2025/04/23/bill-allowing-tennessee-schools-block-undocumented-students-dies-this-legislative-session/
https://www.wsmv.com/2025/04/23/bill-allowing-tennessee-schools-block-undocumented-students-dies-this-legislative-session/
https://www.wvlt.tv/2022/04/15/senate-passes-bill-requiring-black-history-be-taught-schools/
https://www.wvlt.tv/2022/04/15/senate-passes-bill-requiring-black-history-be-taught-schools/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wfJo_jVIJKpHYhYy8bauPbqzMEVbqjSN/view?usp=sharing
https://www.tennessean.com/story/opinion/2019/09/24/nashville-progressive-metro-council/2419245001/?fbclid=IwAR0lYGEsEDGUx45WuVmWVB0R1I7Aup1dayuCtoUuFpvePB2HyPicNVa4bkU
https://www.tennessean.com/story/opinion/2019/09/24/nashville-progressive-metro-council/2419245001/?fbclid=IwAR0lYGEsEDGUx45WuVmWVB0R1I7Aup1dayuCtoUuFpvePB2HyPicNVa4bkU

e In 2022, the Texas Organizing Project in coalition with Texas for All used “Know
Our Worth” RCN messaging to flip a seat and elect a new County Commissioner in
Tarrant County.

e [n 2021, Every Texan utilized RCN messaging in their successful campaign to stop
a corporate kickback bill in the statehouse that would’ve taken away funding for
school children and allowed wealthy corporations out of paying what they owe in

taxes.

WASHINGTON

e 1In 2022, the Washington Education Association applied RCN messaging from
Freedom to Learn research and creative content to craft a digital media campaign
titled Teaching Truth. Through this campaign, they countered anti-CRT narratives
and built a virtual bench of supportive community members, recruiting over 6,000
signers to pledge to take ongoing action to defend children’s freedom to learn in
the state.

e 1In 2022, Invest in Washington Now used RCN messaging and a satirical “Save Our
Yachts” campaign to protect a capital gains tax on the wealthy and defeat a
corporate-backed counter initiative from getting on the ballot.

WISCONSIN

e |n 2024, the Wisconsin Public Education Network won 78% of their public school
millage campaigns, which means public schools in 92 school districts in Wisconsin
will see increased funding. They also successfully advocated for the Wisconsin
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https://www.wemakethefutureaction.us/resources-documents/messaging-guide-know-our-worth
https://www.wemakethefutureaction.us/resources-documents/messaging-guide-know-our-worth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=piHBpH6cE0Q
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonEducation/videos/1234749477367210/
https://www.wemakethefuture.us/resources-docs/freedom-to-learn-messaging-guide
http://www.washingtonea.org/advocacy/take_action_teach_truth
https://www.yakimaherald.com/opinion/guest-column-washington-state-needs-a-more-just-tax-code/article_0ea4b232-6173-51d1-9acd-80343789084c.html?fbclid=IwAR0jlf-DAy78IleQ8kdAieKpomc7s2OuMPOadnJVV3h2VvESSX6ZZfRKLbc
https://saveouryachts.com/
https://saveouryachts.com/
https://www.wisconsinnetwork.org/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/15v6aUK9jy/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/15v6aUK9jy/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/15v6aUK9jy/

Department of Public Instruction to include in their state budget proposal multiple
provisions from their campaign to improve public education. Despite a
well-resourced opposition, the Network achieved this victory by training up their
local affiliates on Race Class Narrative (RCN) and integrating it across all of the
tactics they used to reach voters across the state. Through WMTF/A's
Implementation Boo$t program, they deployed digital ads and billboards to reach
and mobilize voters to support the campaign

In 2024, GROWW helped pass an ordinance in Pierce County, WI that protects
local farmers from an increasingly consolidated agriculture industry, whose
practices have poisoned the environment and put financial pressure on Wisconsin

farmers. In their organizing, GROWW evoked shared values to get this ordinance
passed: “Everyone deserves to have access to clean water and safe roads. Across

Wisconsin, whether you're in Maiden Rock or Milwaukee, corporate greed gets in
the way of that dream becoming reality. In 2025, we hope to see even more towns
stand up and pass ordinances of their own.”

In 2024, the Wisconsin Fair Maps Coalition secured Wisconsinite's freedom to
have an equal say in the decisions impacting their lives. Early in 2024, they
celebrated new electoral maps that put an end to gerrymandering of the state.
This was ushered in by a new state supreme court bench won by voters in the prior
election. Members of the Coalition used race-forward. empirically based
messaging to help voters understand what was at stake and mobilize them to use
their vote as their voice. They followed up that victory by successfully blocking
two state constitutional amendments in August that would have undermined
residents' freedom to thrive, choking off federal funds for healthcare, safe and
clean drinking water, and combatting the opioid epidemic.

In Wisconsin, progressives and Democrats have been integrating RCN in their work
for years. The core of this is based at All in Wisconsin, along with the WI
Democratic Party. In the face of arguably the most sustained and well funded
torrent of racist dog whistles this cycle, movement organizations like SEIU’s
Wisconsin State Council used RCN to counter the right wing narrative against
Mandela Barnes, and his campaign ultimately adopted this approach late in the
race, bringing him within less than one point of victory - making up a large gap and
delivering a far better performance than previous attempts to unseat Republican
Ron Johnson.

In 2022, the Wisconsin Public Education Network and Wisconsin Public Education
Action harnessed RCN messaging in their “Public Schools Unite Us” campaign.
After being part of We Make the Future Action’s RCN implementer training series,
and receiving ongoing support from All in Wisconsin, the Network built up
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https://gro-ww.org/pierce-county-town-joins-other-rural-communities-passing-local-oversight-for-largest-livestock-operations/
https://gro-ww.org/pierce-county-town-joins-other-rural-communities-passing-local-oversight-for-largest-livestock-operations/
https://www.fairmapswi.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NxNlMl0gizGcQQcWlHxgTyQwLoJkkRFd/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NxNlMl0gizGcQQcWlHxgTyQwLoJkkRFd/view
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/124v5eKpUw-GwRcnw37LX9b5qyTUYaPp7
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/124v5eKpUw-GwRcnw37LX9b5qyTUYaPp7
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C4OJoZiQCwni4tZrxeLL67oZB2fn6V2s/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C4OJoZiQCwni4tZrxeLL67oZB2fn6V2s/view
https://www.allinwi.org/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/2022/09/22/mandela-barnes-supporters-accuse-republicans-airing-racist-ads-race-us-senate-race-ron-johnson/8074904001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/2022/09/22/mandela-barnes-supporters-accuse-republicans-airing-racist-ads-race-us-senate-race-ron-johnson/8074904001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/2022/09/22/mandela-barnes-supporters-accuse-republicans-airing-racist-ads-race-us-senate-race-ron-johnson/8074904001/
https://twitter.com/TheOtherMandela/status/1582781105408643082
https://twitter.com/TheOtherMandela/status/1582781105408643082
http://www.wisconsinnetwork.org/psuuaction

effective messaging teams across the state - leading to victories in at least 94% of
local school referendum campaigns that year to increase funding and resources for
students in the face of right wing anti-CRT and anti-trans attacks against public
schools.
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EMERGING INTERNATIONAL APPLICATIONS

UNITED KINGDOM

e In2021, CLASS UK and ASO Communications collaborated on a UK Race Class
Narrative research project that demonstrated the efficacy of this messaging to
mobilize and move British voters for progressive governance. In 2022, UK
organizers used the findings and recommendations from the project to begin
developing trainings with support from We Make the Future and integrating this
messaging into new campaigns. The project is now housed at NEON (New Economy

Organisers Network).

AUSTRALIA

e 1In 2021, the Victorian Trades Hall Council in Australia conducted testing of RCN
among Australian union members and voters, finding it to be incredibly successful
with their audiences. Union organizers have now launched a blueprint guide for
implementing this messaging in the field to deliver future wins.

For more information, please contact:

Dennis Chin, Chief Strategy Officer at We Make the Future Action
dennis@wemakethefutureaction.us

Jay Marcellus, Director of Narrative at ASO Communications

jay@asocommunications.com
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https://classonline.org.uk/pubs/item/the-uk-race-class-narrative-report
https://classonline.org.uk/pubs/item/the-uk-race-class-narrative-report
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZwwoQJlvKZgT9_0AuWhGq9ot6IKiMaS9/view?usp=sharing
mailto:dennis@wemakethefutureaction.us
mailto:jay@asocommunications.com
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