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Undoubtedly, Akshay Kumar Dutt (1820-18 AD) was able to leave his
mark on the history of Bengali prose literature and the Brahmo movement
in the mid-nineteenth century, inspired by uninterrupted scientific
rationalism. His birthplace is the village of Chupi near Navadwip. At the
age of nineteen, Akshay Kumar was forced to drop out of school and try
to pursue a career as his father-in-law caused adverse family
circumstances. But in later life his desire for learning and knowledge
never diminished. At the age of at least fourteen, he wrote a book of
poetry called Anangamohan. Early in his youth, he met Ishwar Chandra
Gupta, the editor of Sangbad-Prabhakar. At the request of Guptakabir, he
started translating something from the English magazine 'Englishman’ for
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'Sangbad-Prabhakar’. This was the beginning of his prose writing and he
soon rose to prominence as a prolific writer of Sangbad-Prabhakar.

On 25 December 1839, at the suggestion of Ishwar Chandra Gupta, he
was nominated a member of the Tattvabodhini Sabha established by
Devendranath Tagore and for some time served as its assistant editor. On
13 June 1840, when Devendranath established the Tattvabodhini Pathshala
in Calcutta, Akshay Kumar became its teacher; And Tattvabodhini edited it
from the meeting. Due to his management skills and writing skills, this
magazine soon became the best periodical in Bengal at that time. Apart
from theory, it also contained excellent essays on literature, science,
philosophy, archeology, history, geography, etc., and some of the essays
were illustrated. Most of Akshay Kumar's well-known masterpieces were
first published in it. But Akshay Kumar was not only a paid editor of
Tattvabodhini, he also embraced the ideals of Brahmo Samaj and
Tattvabodhini Sabha.

On December 21, 1843, he was initiated into Brahmanism by Pandit
Ramchandra Vidyabagish along with Debendranath Tagore and nineteen
other friends. This was the first initiation of the Brahmo community in the
Brahmo community. Scientific rationalism was always strong in Akshay
Kumar's mind. Until then, the Brahmo Samaj did not abandon its belief in
the infallibility of the Vedas. Akshay Kumar was one of the leaders in the
Brahmo Samaj who raised questions against this kind of blind scriptural
belief. Debendranath's doubts arose in his mind mainly after discussing the
problem with them, and after much thought and practice, the Brahmo
Samaj finally unanimously renounced its belief in infallible scriptures. Then
the ‘self-confident, pure heart with knowledge’ became the foundation of
Brahmanism. Akshay Kumar's name is associated with this great change
in the evolution of the religion of the Brahmo Samaj. Akshay Kumar was
an ardent supporter of all forms of social reform. On 15 December 1854,
in the building of Kisherichand Mitra at Kashipur, an institution “Samijjyoti
bidhayini Sahrit Samiti” was formed mainly for the purpose of eradication



of superstition and social welfare, under the initiative from Kisherichand
Mitra, Parichand Mitra, Harishchandra Mukhepadhyay, Chandrasekhar Dev,
Rajendralal Mitra, Rasilak Mitra. First Debendranath Tagore and then
Akshay Kumar Dutt wwere elected its president and editor respectively.
The objectives of this organization included introduction of women's
education, introduction of remarriage of Hindu widows, abolition of child
marriage and prevention of polygamy. Akshay Kumar also wholeheartedly
supported Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar's widowhood movement and wrote in
support of this movement on the pages of Tattvabodhini.

When Devendranath took the initiative to unite the entire educated Hindu
community against the forcible conversion of Hindus to Christianity by the
Christian clergy, he also found Akshay Kumar as an accomplice in that
task. Akshay Kumar also wrote on the page of Tattvabodhini against the
oppression of the Nilakars and the cruel oppression of the zamindars.
When the “Normal School” was established in Calcutta on 16 July 1855,
at the request of the founder Vidyasagar, he took over as the headmaster
with a monthly salary of 150 rupees. But he was forced to resign in
August 1857, due to the ille health problem of his headache. At that
time, mainly due to the efforts of Vidyasagar, he was given a monthly
stipend of Rs. 25/- But in a short time, he gave up this scholarship as
there was an increase in his earning from the sale of his his books.

When the Brahmo Samaj was re organized by Debendranath after the
death of Rammohun, there were mainly two features of the thought
process of Brahmo Samaj. One is devotionalism, the other is rationalism.
A beautiful combination of these two streams can be seen in
Ramamahan's thought, he was able to successfully combine Western
knowledge with Vedic theology. The thinking of the leaders of the later
Brahmo Samaj, according to their personal nature, has tended to be
either the first or the second. In his life, thoughts and writings, Akshay
Kumar has mainly highlighted this rational aspect of Rammahan's life
philosophy. Although he was the leader in this case, but he was not
alone. They had a team. They also had occasional disagreements with
the devotional Debendranath, although these disagreements never caused a
rift between them.



The infallible scriptures had the unwavering support of the rationalist
Brahmadis like Akshay Kumar on the issue of eradication of all kinds of
social evils and introduction of social welfare system. It is worth
mentioning here that Akshay Kumar was one of the supporters of the
introduction of worship of God in Bengali instead of Sanskrit in the
Brahmo Samaj. Even though he was a Brahmin, he did not accept the
need for prayer. In his last life he became very agnostic.

He is remembered in Bengali literature for the special enrichment of
modern Bengali prose style by successfully initiating the practice of
knowledge and science in Bengali in the style of Western rationalist
philosophical and scientific texts. His prose is clear, informative, logical
and graceful. Although Debendranath and Vidyasagar initially corrected
some of his writings, they soon became obsolete. In his books Judgment
on the Relation of Human Nature to Exterior (Part I, 1851 AD; Part Il,
1853 AD) and Religion (1856 AD), he has given a very systematic
and rational discussion. Although the first book is based on George
Coomb's book, Constitution of Man, it is not an exact translation. The
second book is based on various English texts. The terminology he has
created in Bengal using the English word in the first text is intriguing and
valuable in terms of the construction of public and private terminology at
the present time. His ‘Charupath’ (Part I, 1853 AD; Part Il, 1854 AD;
Part 1ll, 1859 AD) brought an epoch in the field of early childhood
education. His most famous work is the Indian Scholarly Worship '(Part I,
160 AD; Part Il, 163 AD). This is the first successful attempt to write
such a book in Bengali. Although the book is based primarily on Horace
Heyman Wilson's Sketch of the Religious Sects of the Hindus, published
in the sixteenth and seventeenth volumes of Asiatic Research, it also
contains much of Akshay Kumar's basic research. “The Voyage and Trade
Expansion of His Ancient Hindus” (published in 1901 after the death of
the author and edited by his son Rajininath Dutt) is one such basic
research book. His other books include the Lecture of the Third Annual
Meeting in Memory of Mr. David Hare (1845 AD); ‘Advice to Steam
Riders’ (1855 AD); Notable are the proposals for the development of
religion (1855 AD) and the study of physics (1856 AD). Satyendranath



Dutta, the well-known poet of Bengali literature, is the grandson of
Akshay Kumar.
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