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Funding the Commons has established itself as the premier conference for public goods 
funding within the web3 ecosystem, specifically targeting builders and innovators within the 
Filecoin and IPFS networks. By providing a platform for these individuals to showcase their 
work and connect with public goods funders, Funding the Commons has been instrumental in 
fostering collaborations and bringing to light the contributions of the Filecoin community to a 
broader audience. This initiative has bridged the gap between Filecoin and the wider public 
goods funding ecosystem, encompassing both web3 and web2 spaces, thereby facilitating an 
environment where ideas and methodologies for sustaining open-source projects can flourish 
and evolve. 
 
A pivotal aspect of Funding the Commons' dedication to supporting public goods builders is 
the creation of the Builder Basic Income Fund on Drips. This initiative serves as a concrete 
mechanism to offer continuous financial support to developers, allowing them to concentrate 
on adding value within open-source ecosystems without the burden of financial uncertainty. By 
ensuring a steady income for builders, Funding the Commons not only aids individual creators 
but also sets a new standard for public goods funding, encouraging other entities to adopt 
similar supportive measures. 
 
Additionally, the launch of the Akashic project marks a significant milestone in Funding the 
Commons' efforts. This ambitious project aims to construct a digital archive of refugee stories 
on IPFS and Filecoin, safeguarding the memories, stories, and cultural heritage of refugees 
worldwide. Akashic's use of the decentralized and censorship-resistant properties of IPFS and 
Filecoin perfectly aligns with Filecoin's mission to offer a durable base for the preservation of 
human knowledge and history, ensuring these narratives remain immutable, accessible, and 
free from central oversight. 
 
Moreover, Funding the Commons has achieved notable successes in enhancing the Filecoin 
ecosystem's visibility and operational capacity through strategic partnerships with key entities 
like Gitcoin and Optimism - these collaborations have been crucial in the operationalization of 
Filecoin's retroPGF, and have generated significant awareness within the Ethereum public 
goods community about Protocol Labs' contributions. Furthermore, Funding the Commons has 
acted as a crucial convening platform for various communities, including Hypercerts and 
DeSci, among others, that are actively building within the ecosystem. These efforts have not 
only spotlighted Filecoin's pivotal role in supporting public goods but also underscored the 

https://fundingthecommons.io/


tangible impacts and contributions of Funding the Commons in propelling the Filecoin and 
IPFS ecosystems forward. 
 
In summary, Funding the Commons has played a vital role in championing the development of 
the Filecoin and IPFS ecosystems through its robust support for public goods builders,  
cross-ecosystem collaborations, and pioneering initiatives like the Akashic archive. These 
endeavors highlight the organization's significant contributions to shaping the future of public 
goods funding and underscore its worthiness as a candidate for Filecoin's retroPGF round 
support. 
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