Questionnaire to Chinese and Arabic gTLD Registry Operators
Regarding Variants

Purpose

The GNSO Expedited Policy Development Process on Internationalized Domain Names
(EPDP-IDN) is tasked to develop policy recommendations on the definition of all gTLDs and the
management of variant labels to facilitate their delegation in the root zone.

The EPDP-IDN Team developed this brief questionnaire to gauge the potential interest in
activating variant labels from eligible registry operators, whose Chinese and Arabic gTLDs
under their management have allocatable variant labels.

Your responses to this questionnaire will serve as critical inputs to the EPDP-IDN Team’s
deliberations around the timing and mechanism by which eligible existing gTLD registry
operators may be able to request activation of allocatable variant label(s).

Thank you for your participation!

Disclaimer

Please note that this questionnaire is for EPDP-IDN’s information gathering purpose only and
your responses are voluntary. Your responses will not affect your participation in ICANN’s new
gTLD program. Your future actions with regard to the variant label(s) identified in this
questionnaire will not be bound by your responses. No variant gTLD labels will be delegated
through the New gTLD Program until variant management solutions are developed and
implemented. Filling out the questionnaire does not guarantee allocation of the variant labels
you expressed interest in and will not imply any right or claim to the variant labels.

Background

Some script communities have identified that technically distinct IDN labels may be considered
indistinguishable or interchangeable with other domain labels and therefore the “same”. Such
labels are referred to as IDN variant labels.

IDN variant labels are calculated by the Root Zone Label Generation Rules (RZ-LGR), which
provide a conservative mechanism to determine valid IDN TLDs, variant labels, and their
disposition values (i.e., allocatable, blocked) for stable and secure operation of the DNS Root
Zone. RZ-LGR is expected to be the one and only authoritative source for the validation of
existing and future gTLDs and the calculation of their variant labels.



https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/root-zone-lgr-2015-06-21-en

According to the RZ-LGR, among the delegated generic top-level domains, only a subset of
Chinese and Arabic gTLDs have allocatable variant labels, which have the possibility to be
delegated to the Root Zone.

Chinese variants are characters with different visual forms but with the same pronunciations and
meanings as the corresponding official forms. In the Chinese writing system, variants are
deemed as exchangeable; the classic case is simplified characters and traditional characters.

Arabic variants are defined by the general Arabic calligraphy principles, such as positions/forms
(isolated, initial, medial, or final form), stylistic variations, dot orientation, and orthographic
traditions.

As such, a subset of existing registry operators that manage delegated Chinese and Arabic
gTLDs which have allocatable variant labels may have the opportunity to request to activate
allocatable variant labels of their gTLDs in the future.

uestions

Q1. Based on the RZ-LGR calculation, the Chinese gTLD / Arabic gTLD managed by you
has one or more allocatable variant label(s). Please reference the appendix in detail.
Based on the preliminary agreement in the EPDP-IDN Team, whose work on developing
the variant management solutions is ongoing, the allocatable variant label(s) of your
gTLD are expected to be withheld for possible allocation only to you and not to any other
registry operator.

Do you have interest in requesting to activate any of the allocatable variant label(s)
associated with your gTLD?

[MULTIPLE CHOICE, REQUIRE RESPONSE, SELECT 1]
e Yes
e No
e Don’t know / Not sure

[IF ANSWER IS YES, PROCEED TO Q2]
[IF ANSWER IS NO, PROCEED TO Q4]
[IF ANSWER IS DON'T KNOW / NOT SURE, PROCEED TO Q4]

Q2. If you have more than one allocatable variant label as indicated in the appendix,
which label(s) for which gTLD(s) are you interested in activating?

[OPEN TEXT FIELD]



Q3. What is your desired timeframe to request activating allocatable variant label(s) that
you are interested in?

[MULTIPLE CHOICE, REQUIRE RESPONSE, SELECT 1]

Before the next round of new gTLDs applications
During the next round of new gTLD applications
After the next round of new gTLD applications
On a rolling basis, not dependant on new gTLD application rounds
No urgency to request for activation
Don’t know / Not sure
Other [OPEN TEXT FIELD]

Q4. What factors may affect your decision to request activating allocatable variant

label(s)?

[OPEN TEXT FIELD]

Appendix: Allocatable Variant Labels of Delegated Arabic and Chinese gTLDs

Allocatable variant labels are calculated via the public LGR Tools using the RZ-LGR-v.4.0:
https://Igrtool.icann.org/switch/

A. Delegated Arabic gTLDs

Registry Delegated gTLD |Delegated gTLD [Allocatable Allocatable
Operator (U-Label) (A-Label) gTLD (U-Label) |gTLD (A-Label)
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Company C

=l xn--mgba3a0fp10
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https://lgrtool.icann.org/switch/
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B. Delegated Chinese gTLDs

Registry Delegated gTLD |Delegated gTLD |Allocatable Allocatable

Operator (U-Label) (A-Label) gTLD (U-Label) |gTLD (A-Label)

Afilias Limited #a xn--6frz82g % E xn--hhrx42g
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China B xn--zfr164b B xn--lhrz14b

Organizational

Name

Administration

Center

China United BR@ xn--8y0a063a i3] xn--0z0aw43a
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KNET Co., Ltd. |4t xn--ses554¢g bl xn--sesp80g
Koninklijke Philips | &/ xn--kerx77d1x4a |FeFiE xn--kcrx77dsx4a
N.V.
Nawang Heli by Xn--g2xx48c iy xn--g2xv08c
(Xiamen) Network
Service Co., LTD.
Nokia Corporation | i £ I xn--jlg61udw7b  |FEE R xn--nlqy1uo16b
PCCW BIAEM xn--fzys8d69uvg | il & F} Xxn--wnyo7av7dy?2
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