
 

 
 

Neuqua Valley Back-to-School EdTech Updates 
 

All past and current year Neuqua Instructional Technology tutorials and resources will 
be posted on the Neuqua Staff Tech Page.  

●​  (Supported Resources and Tutorials) Neuqua Instructional Technology Resources

If you have questions, please contact Julie Many or Steve Wick. 

New to Start 2025 

​ Adobe Express Classroom - Flip Alternative? 
​ Create classrooms - Adobe Express  

​ Swank Video Streaming 
​ Swank should be available in the SSO for staff sometime after August 12th.  
​ Teachers are required to ensure the media is appropriate for their class/students and 
aligned to their course outcomes. R/PG13 - HS/MS requires parent permission. 

​ Swank Instructional Videos 
​ Gemini and Gemini in Google Classroom 

​ Students and staff will have access to the Gemini Web App 
​ Gemini Apps Help  
​ Google AI Training  

​ Staff will also have access to Google AI Tools for educators in Google Classroom. 
​ Learn about Gemini in Google Classroom  

​ Pear Learning Updates 
​  Pear Assessment Sync With Google
​ A Smarter Path to Supporting Teachers: Pear Start and Instant Lesson Packages - Blog  
​ Pear Assessment Updates 
​ Pear Deck Updates 
​ Pear Start (AI Assistant) - This is expected to roll out to all staff sometime in the 1st 
semester.  

​ NewsELA 
​ LUNA: AI-Powered assistant  
​  NewsELA Educator Success Guide.pdf

​ Notebook LM (AI Research Assistant) 
​ Open for All Staff (Student access TBD) 
​ In the future, teachers will be able to customize NotebookLM for students in Google 
Classroom.  

​ NotebookLM Help  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13Adzrs-sVVbv_I8WuygSQzXz4kxUCDk9cQSjlUyFMgg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dGX7n3Yp7q9nvmdJbw7o7zOa_ADBVbwUotBGLMxg8zM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NUacPYi8ATzFkGlz8Bp89cxNzPiGdICj/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/ipsd.org/nvtech/staff-resources
https://helpx.adobe.com/express/web/adobe-express-for-education/for-educators/create-classrooms.html
https://www.swank.com/k-12-streaming/resources-landing-page/#:~:text=INSTRUCTIONAL%20VIDEOS
https://support.google.com/gemini/?hl=en#topic=15280100
https://skillshop.exceedlms.com/student/catalog/list?category_ids=11131-google-ai-training
https://support.google.com/edu/classroom/answer/15410566?hl=en
https://www.peardeck.com/blog/a-smarter-path-to-supporting-teachers-pear-start-and-instant-lesson-packages#instant-lesson-packages-seamless-differentiated-instructional-content:~:text=district%20or%20school.-,Instant%20Lesson%20Packages%3A%20Seamless%2C%20differentiated%20instructional%20content,-With%20Pear%20Start
https://www.peardeck.com/product-updates/pear-assessment-release-notes
https://www.peardeck.com/product-updates/pear-deck-release-notes
https://www.peardeck.com/products/pear-start
https://newsela.com/blog/read/introducing-luna-ai
https://support.google.com/notebooklm/?hl=en#topic=16164070


​ New SSO Interface for Staff and Students 
​ Live for all staff on August 1st. 
​ Go! View Support Article  

​ Email Filter Changes to “Abnormal” 
​ spam2@ipsd.org is still live 
​ No longer quarantine login on SSO. Staff will need to use a support ticket. 
​ Help Article 

​ Web Filter Changes to “Securely” 
​ Securely will include some new features for classrooms and parents. We expect to share 
additional details later in the first semester. 

2025 - 2026 Essential EdTech Resources  

●​ Synergy and TeacherVUE 

○​ IPSD Synergy resources and tutorials: TeacherVUE Tech 

○​  Gradebook Codes: Expectations in Synergy

●​ Google Classroom 

○​ Learn about Gemini in Google Classroom  

○​  Google Classroom Engagement & Analytics

○​ TeacherVUE to Google Classroom Sync opens on August 11th.  

○​ The recommendation is for teachers to create Google Classroom Classes in 
Google Classroom before syncing to TeacherVUE. When the district 
activates TeacherVUE sync, Google Classroom codes can be added directly to 
the Grade Book Settings in TeacherVUE.  

●​  Google Classroom Summer Setup Tutorial - Neuqua
●​  Google CLASSROOM - Best Practice
●​  Organizing Google Classroom to Support All Students

○​ Google Classroom (Sample) - A sample Google Classroom to help model 
organization and sharing in Google Classroom. Join the class to explore 
from a student’s perspective. ​
(Class code: nvwkvsb) 

○​ Learn about Gemini in Google Classroom  

●​ Pear Learning 

○​ Help Center | Pear Deck Learning  
○​ Pear - Neuqua Staff  
○​ Create an instant Pear Deck with AI 
○​ Content Orchard  
○​ Getting Started with Flashcard Factory 

●​ Additional AI in Education 

○​ AI Overview and Resources  
○​ Khanmingo (Teachers) 
○​ Adobe Firefly | (Students & Teachers) 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fNy0ZMMdmW_q0ouBqkGQzv8TsC0nKCUa7NvftYD_Pms/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19do_ZJn26EJqe4odb4Er7cQu3nbB4-RXGjAteT7NPEU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19RQlhyugV1tTZcbcG6gwrB56idWvoY1-G5PIkIKPA7Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mKwZlX1ps3ygUV6F6YYqtZwu68IjEnQn6Uux_W-SXUg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EUnkc39f8qWgEUE9K_RPe60IxBXLmr1zq0kp50eeQNk/edit?usp=sharing
https://204support.ipsd.org/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010491
mailto:spam2@ipsd.org
https://204support.ipsd.org/sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010386
https://sites.google.com/ipsd.org/204sis/sis204/tvue-tech
https://support.google.com/edu/classroom/answer/15410566?hl=en
https://classroom.google.com/c/MTI2NzIxMzQ4NDg0?cjc=nvwkvsb
https://support.google.com/edu/classroom/answer/15410566?hl=en
https://www.peardeck.com/help-center
https://www.neuquastaff.org/pear.html
https://www.peardeck.com/blog/building-engaging-lessons-with-instant-pear-decks
https://app.peardeck.com/home/content-orchard/public-library
https://support.goguardian.com/s/flashcard-factory
https://platform.openai.com/docs/overview
https://www.khanmigo.ai/teachers
https://helpx.adobe.com/support/firefly.html


●​ EdTech for Students 

○​ If you find a new digital resource that requires students to sign in, don’t 
forget to check if it is approved for use using “LearnPlatform” on the SSO.  

 



More Supported EdTech 

●​ Gimkit Live Pro remains available to all Neuqua teachers who request access. 
Gimkit is a game-based formative assessment tool. Access should roll over from 
the last year in August. If you didn’t have an account in 2024-25, please email Julie 
Many or Steve Wick to get set up.  

●​ Newsela - Newsela’s 2025 Back-to-School 

●​ Adobe Express and Adobe AI continue to evolve. The platform supports graphics, 
videos, web pages, and more. Discover more in the Adobe Education Exchange. 
Sign in to Adobe through the SSO to access your district educator account.  

●​ Canva and Canva Magic Studio AI are free design resources for educators and 
students. Learn more about Canva for Education. Sign in to Canva through the 
SSO to access your district educator account.  

●​ Knowt is a free online vocabulary resource for teachers and students. Learn more 
about Knowt here.  

●​ IDEAcon 2026 will be held February 9 - 11. If you are interested in attending, 
please let Julie or Steve know.  

 

https://www.gimkit.com/product/live
https://newsela.com/events/back-to-school-with-newsela
https://edex.adobe.com/
https://www.canva.com/education/
https://knowt.com/invite/opj84j
https://help.knowt.com/en/articles/10297993-welcome-to-knowt
https://www.ideaillinois.org/IDEAcon
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