Carvakadarsanam

Carvakadar$anam or Lokayatam does not believe in the existence of I$vara (God) or
in the authority of the Veda. Only two Purusarthas (purposes of life), i.e. Artha (wealth) and
Kama (sexual enjoyment), are there. Sukha (comfort) and Duhkha (misery) have no bearing
on Dharma and Adharma. Everything is natural. Enjoy your life and a body, that turned into
dust, does not come back. No controller called I$vara. Vedas etc. are created by cheats for

their livelihood. Pratyaksam is the only Pramanam — hold Carvakas.

Carvaka (one who speaks pleasantly — caru + vak) or Nastika (atheist) or Lokayatika
(follower of a Dar§anam that had spread across the world — lokayatam) is one who does not
believe in either Veda, or Paraloka (another world like heaven) or I$vara. Followers of
Carvakadarsanam argue that there are only four elements, viz. Prthivi (earth), Ap (water),
Tejas (fire) and Vayu (air). When the four elements form into Deha (body), Caitanyam
(cognition / consciousness) is born, just like intoxication from Kinva (a kind of gum used in
the preparation of wine). The Caitanyam also dies when the body is dead. Atma is nothing
but such a Deha with Caitanyam. Since no other Pramanam (Means of Knowledge), except

Pratyaksam (Perception), is accepted there is no room for further discussion. Here is Veda —

faaTeTeeT Taasa AT HHUN dl-AaTe a1 d, o 9 FATEd (3.

3..8.9%)



vijianaghana evaitebhyo bhiitebhyah samutthaya tanyevanuvinasyati, na

pretya samjiiasti (Brhadaranyakopanisat 2.4.12)

A thing called Caitanyam is born out of the elements and dies along with

them, so there cannot be cognition after death.

The comfort due to embracing a lady etc. called Sukham, is the very Purusartha
(purpose of life of a human being). It may be associated with Duhkham (misery) but, just like
one who takes the fish after removing the thorns and one who removes the husk and takes the

rice, people may try to find a solution to Duhkham and take the Sukham. Here is Brhaspati —

AT GG AT HeARAMER: | HENAET LFET JoRTTHA e |
yavajjivam sukham jivennasti mrtyoragocarah |

bhasmibhiitasya dehasya punaragamanam kutah ||

As long as you live, live comfortably. Nobody can escape death. From where

does the body spring up again after it turned into ashes?

How come even well-educated people perform Agnihotram (worship of fire) etc.,
which require a lot of expenditure and physical labour, if there is no comfort in another

world?

Those cheats who think themselves as Vaidikas (Vedic scholars) engage in a duel such

as "Karmakanda (Veda that deals with rites) is not an authority" — say supporters of



Jianakanda (supporters of Upanisats). "Jianakanda is not an authority" — say supporters of

Karmakanda — "because Veda is full of lies, self-contradictory statements and repetitions."

VL FYEIAH (ATaTa g 2.2.9)
T A G (dfodafgar ¢.2.9)

QU ATEToT: (Afa g ¢.3.¢3)

osadhe trayasvainam (taittirtyasamhita 1.2.1)
svadhite mainam himsth (taittirtyasamhita 1.2.1)

$rnota gravanah (taittirtyasamhita 1.3.13)

O! herb! protect me.
O! barber's blade, do not hurt this man.

O! stones! listen.

The above sentences wherein lifeless things are addressed are not authentic.

Teh UG &gl o Giadrard d& (Afa{rafgdr ¢.¢.€.¢)
TEHTTOT HEaael 3 war JifRerar (QfRfafar ¥.9.29.9)
eka eva rudro na dvitiyaya tasthe (taittirtyasamhita 1.8.6.1)

sahasrani sahasrasa$o ye rudra adhibhimyam (taittirtyasamhita 4.5.11.1)

There is only one Rudra (Siva), no second one.

Which Rudras are there in thousands on earth.



There is conflict between the above Mantras. Such are the defects of Karmakanda.

Now, the defects in Jnanakanda —

3ol SEATA TSI (AT 3.)
gIoT SEA T ST (AR fAYd 3.3)
annam brahmeti vyajanat (taittirtyopanisat 3.2)

prano brahmeti vyajanat (taittirtyopanisat 3.3)

Bhrgu, son of Varuna, after Tapas (ascetic life with some conditions) realized
that Annam (food) is Brahman.

Bhrgu after Tapas realized that Prana (life-giving air) is Brahman.

Here, neither Annam not Prana is Brahman and therefore both the statements are lies.

THAAIGIIATH (Blegd AT fav &.2.9)
Fd e (Forafavd 3.9)
ekamevadvitiyam (Chandogyopanisat 6.2.1)

rtam pibantau (Kathopanisat 3.1)

Atma is one.

There are two Atmas, which enjoy the result of Karma (action).

The above are contradictory.



giear e, AefegiseeTa (Qfaaiyd 2.2.2)

prthivya osadhayah, osadhibhyo'nnam (taittirtyopanisat 2.1.1)
The plants are born on earth, rice is from plants.
The above things are known to even a lay man.
By and large it is proved that neither Karmakanda nor Jianakanda is authentic.
Duhkham (misery) is nothing but the pain due to thorns etc. The King or ruler is
Parame$vara. Moksa is nothing but death. Unless one accepts the theory of Dehatma (i.e.

body itself is Atma, the Samanadhikaranya (wherein both words express the same thing) in

the following sentences is not possible —

TYCATSEH, HRATSEH, FSUNSEH

sthiilo'ham, kr$o'ham, krsno'ham

I am fat, I am lean, I am black.

In the case of the usage — "HH QRA", "mama $arfram", (my body), it is an aupacarika (one
has to take the secondary sense and not the primary sense), just like the case of Tgl: foR:,
rahoh S$irah, (the head of Rahu, literally). When the demon was beheaded by Visnu, in the

form of Jaganmohini, during the distribution of Amrtam (nectar), the head became Rahu and



the body became Ketu. So, there is no difference (abheda) between head and Rahu.
Nevertheless, people use "rahoh Sirah" (the head of Rahu) which suggests that there is
difference (Bheda) between Rahu and $iras. In such cases, the usage is called "aupacarika".
The sasthivibhakti (possessive case) which denotes "bheda" should not be taken as important.
Carvaka opines that deha (body) only is called Atma (soul) and the usage "mama $ariram" is
due to superimposition of bheda (difference), wherein it is not there. Such a usage is called
"aupacarikaprayoga", i.e. usage whereby a meaning that is not there is being imposed. The

following verses offer a summary of the above concepts of Carvaka —

HFIATTAGITATS ST~ ag@HT THYT|

HUCHEeTUST §:F [T Fea ||
TR TACHT $TAGTSIT IR AT : T |
CEEY RN HfFAE] o AAHFIRSIT|
39 "eaTR AT iAol |
TIFT: T AT IH IS |
fruarfes: gaasaT gedsar AcufFdad|
318 TYel: HNsTANT FTATATRRITT: |
¢g: TUlearieaeT=a ¥ TaTcAT o IO |
HHA SEISATACYFT: FEerdeaaniehr i

anganalinganajjanyasukhameva pumarthata|
kantakadivyathajanyam duhkham niraya ucyate |l
lokasiddho bhavedraja pareso naparah smrtah|
dehasya naso muktistu na jiananmuktirisyate |

atra catvari bhiitani bhiimivaryanalanilah|



caturbhyah khalu bhiitebhyas$caitanyamupajayate ||
kinvadibhyah sametebhyo dravyebhyo madasaktivat|
aham sthiilah kr§o'smiti samanadhikaranyatah |l
dehah sthaulyadiyogacca sa evatma na caparah |

mama deho'yamityuktih sambhavedaupacarikill

The only Purusartha (purpose of life is the comfort due to embracing a young

lady. The misery caused by the pain due to thorns etc. is called Naraka (hell).

The ruler that is popular in the world is I$vara, nobody else. Moksa is nothing

but the death of the body but not caused by Jiianam (cognition).

Here there are four elements — earth, water, fire and air. The Caitanyam
(consciousness) is born out of the four elements, just like excitement from
things that are associated with Kinva (a kind of gum used in preparation of

wine).

Due to obesity etc. in the body there are usages like — "I am fat", "I am lean"
etc. wherein one finds Samanadhikaranyam (a single thing denoted by two

words). But the fact is that the same body is called Atma (soul).

"My body" — is a secondary usage, i.e. the primary meaning is not to be taken,
as both the words denote the same thing, i.e. body, the possessive case that

suggests the existence of two things is to be ignored.



Carvakas accept Pratyaksam (Perception) only as a valid Means of Knowledge. They
refute even Anumana and Sabda, without which the universe cannot simply run and the entire

day to day transactions would certainly come to standstill.

Vacaspatimisra, a great commentator on different Darsanas passed harsh comments
censuring the obstinacy of Carvakas in terms of "Pratyaksam only" (Bhamati,

Brahmasiitrasankarabhasyam, 3.3.54).

.. merars T RarRamaaierfde: smerersaarmamrr 4 saded

IREX e ATRATAJUTRUEHIRIUN, ATTETRE] TR
wIRserfasearAfdeds, 7 Ted A TR g e

TegeT AT, 7 T WA 2ec; TT>ailel, AMe EATIE AT cF&TeaTd,

cTed AT 3eeATTEcTeh e SleHleRAEHAd SeH-guaedl
Hehcaug g it edl Helewleh: |

.. . pasavo'pi hitahitapraptiparihararthinah komalasaspasyamalayam bhuvi
pravartante pariharanti casyanatrnakantakakirnam, nastikastu pasorapi
pasu-ristanistasadhanamavidvan, na
khalvasminnanumanagocarapravrttinivrtti-gocare pratyaksam prabhavati, na
ca parapratyayanaya $abdam prayufijita, $abdasyarthasyapratyaksatvat,
tadevam ma bhunnastikasya janmantaram-asminneva janmanyupasthito

milkatvapravrttinivrttiviraharipo mahannarakah.

Even animals enter a land which is black (green) with tender grass to get the

desired and give up the undesired and avoid the land full of non-green grass



and thorns. Rather, an atheist is an animal more than an animal without
knowing the device for the desired and the undesired. Pratyaksa (Perception)
naturally, will not do in such a thing wherein to do or not to do (activity or
inactivity) is known through Anumana. One should use a Sabda (statement)
for making things known to others as the meaning of Sabda is not known
through Pratyaksam — thus let there be no another birth for Carvaka as in this
life itself a great hell is on the cards in the form of dumbness and existence

without activity and inactivity.

Carvakas hold that the strangeness of the universe (i.e. some people are comfortable
and others are suffering, good and bad etc.) is not based on Adrstam (Karma — nemesis),

rather it is just natural —

3FeTeson el M FAETTTEqUA: |
helc, T dEAT EIHTAIG AT EATA: ||
agnirusno jalam $itam samasparsastathanilah |

kenedam citritam tasmat svabhavattadvyavasthitih ||

Fire is hot, water is cool, similarly air is with equal touch. Who did all this?

Therefore, everything runs due to its nature.

Brhaspati, a great Carvaka explains —

T Tt ATIGEIT AT SaTcHAT Iielifohen: |



ot qUTHATEST feharea werarfRe: |
HITE 7T daT: FAGUs HEAIUsTH|
g fadiewgera e argfafiar
WRIRUTTE: Tt SIS AT |
EITAT TSTHATAT TF hEATed I ||
fAaToreT wEved &ig: datRifRoaEll
MSANAG Socell T TATeheTe1H |
AEEIHAACH T FieeRarRarl
TN TEYAT FeT e eI ETT STl |
TG EAIREATATHT HEATeT I |

na svargo napavargo va naivatma paralaukikah.

naiva varpasramadinam kriyasca phaladayikah |
agnihotram trayo vedah tridandam bhasmagunthanam.
buddhipaurusahinanam jivika dhatrnirmitall
pasuscennihatah svargam jyotistome gamisyati|
svapita yajamanena tatra kasmanna himsyate ||
mrtanamapi jantinam $raddham cettrptikaranam |
nirvanasya pradipasya snehah samvardhayecchikham ||
gacchatamiha jantinam vyartham patheyakalpanam |
gehasthakrtasraddhena pathi trptiravaritall
svargasthita yada trptim gaccheyustatra danatah |

prasadasyoparisthanamatra kasmanna diyate |



There is neither heaven nor Moksa, nor Atma that travels to another world.
The actions and rites associated with Varna (caste) and Asrama (one of the
four stages of life, viz. Brahmacaryam (celibacy), Garhasthyam (household
life), Vanaprastham (living in forests) and Samnyasa (renouncing the world)

do not give any results.

Worship of fire, Vedic recitation, holding three sticks by a Samnyast and
application of holy ashes on forehead etc. are created by the Creator (?) for the

livelihood of those who lack intellect and manhood.

If an animal killed in the Sacrifice called Jyotistoma goes to heaven why not

the father of the Sacrificer is not being killed in the same rite?

If the death ceremony satisfies even the dead beings then even the oil should

increase an extinguished flame.

It is a waste to provide food on the way for those who travel as they can have

it through the death ceremony held at the house.

If the people in the heaven feel happy by the food offered then how come food

is not being offered on the ground floor for the people living upstairs?

Brhaspati further elaborates —

Igssiidd GG Sidd FOT Fiedl gd e

HEANHIEY e YeRITHA e |
Ife TR dlieh Sgrew faferera: |



FEATCHN o AN T EAGHATR: |
T Sha=araT e fafgdecag|
HCTAT YThTITOT o cawge dedd Fafad |l

TN AGHT HdART HUSYLITATRT: | THIIH I’ afvsare a=r: Fall

yavajjivet sukham jivet rnam krtva ghrtam pibet|
bhasmibhiitasya dehasya punaragamanam kutah ||
yadi gacchetparam lokam dehadesa vinirgatah |
kasmadbhiiyo na cayati bandhusnehasamakulah |
tatasca jivanopayo brahmanairvihitastvihal
mrtanam pretakaryani na tvanyadvidyate kvacitl|
trayo vedasya kartaro bhandadhiirtanisacarah |

jarbhartturpharityadi panditanam vacah smrtam |

Live comfortably as long as you live. Enjoy food with ghee (clarified butter)

by taking loans. How come a body turned into ashes comes back?

If one goes to heaven after leaving this body, how come he does not return due

to the sickness caused by the affections towards the relatives?

Therefore, it is nothing but a device innovated by Brahmanas for their

livelihood — ceremonies for the dead.

There are three kinds of people who authored Vedas — the insane, the cheats
and demons. Jarbhari, turphari (Rgveda 10.106.6) etc. is said to be the words

of scholars (cheats).
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