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Rope Breaks 

Lesson Objective 

The goal of this lesson is to learn the appropriate responses to a rope break. The term 
PT3 (Premature Termination of The Tow) is often used instead of "rope break" to include 
all modes of failure included in this lesson plan.   

Regulatory Requirement 

●​ Pre-solo Candidate: 61.87(i)(9),(19) 
●​ Private Candidate: PTS IV(G) 

Content 

●​ Rope breaks below 50 feet, at 200-300 feet and above approximately 500 feet 

Completion Standards 

The student must be able to 
●​ perform a simulated rope break below 50 feet 
●​ perform a simulated rope break between 200 and 300 feet (and safe return to the field) 
●​ perform a simulated rope break above approximately 500 feet and then land where appropriate 
●​ maintain a safe speed and bank angle during the return to the field 
●​ judge heights and land the aircraft safely without instructor intervention. 

Simulator Practice 

Complete lessons as detailed in the Condor Lesson Plans 
●​ 13b Premature Tow Termination 

Homework for Pre-Solo 

●​ “Glider Flight Training Manual” by Thomas Knauff  pages 117-125 and 259-272 
●​ SCOH Instruction Manual Emergency Procedures 

Homework for Solo to Private 

●​ Glider Flying Handbook (2013) -- Takeoff Emergency Procedures, pages 8-10 through 8-13 
 
Further Reading 

●​ CFIG Lesson Plan Notes see 6b, 6f Aerotow Emergencies 
 

Next Lesson: 6g -- Pilot-Induced Oscillations 
Previous Lesson: 6e -- Never-exceed Speed 
Return to Training Syllabus 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr;sid=e1587317350c958cb2d1905a1403be10;rgn=div5;view=text;node=14%3A2.0.1.1.2;idno=14;cc=ecfr#14:2.0.1.1.2.3.1.4
http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/test_standards/media/FAA-S-8081-22.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14pf-B4Ph5DK173EvQ4cCouGXvW2Us42EFOl8Izmb0aw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sZPjUy9Dx30zsx6dO2ka_5zBfRAE6qT7rM803P0rdJE/edit
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aircraft/glider_handbook/media/faa-h-8083-13a.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0ByBqd6kLFeq5RlhvY3ozcWRBV3c
http://www.soaringsafety.org/prevention/aps1.htm
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18vIqrIA8WXSuZ2qKVI-hWTTbqrMb9Ygx8FL3pvq_gLc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_TjFRbU9htMJkJwjF0Asa0wfTYK_ggx-cuCCT0FWljU/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/site/soaringclubofhouston/learn-to-fly/training-1/getting-started/syllabus?pli=1
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