MILWAUKEE INTELLIGENCE HUB

Milwaukee is one of the last genuinely high-ROI metros in the Midwest — affordable duplexes,
deep rental demand, and some of the most landlord-friendly laws in the country.

The challenge isn't deciding whether to invest in Milwaukee. The challenge is knowing where.

Two properties can have the same price, the same rent estimate, even the same ZIP code. One
produces stable returns. The other becomes a constant source of turnover, maintenance, and
headaches.

Here is our early read on ten neighborhoods.

Neighborhood Strategy Remote Entry Typical Gross
Fit Price Rent Yield

Bay View Strong Buy Appreciation High $230K-30 $1,400-1,9 6-9%
0K 00

Wauwatosa Strong Buy Defensive High $300K—42 $1,600-2,3 5-8%
Hold 5K 00

Shorewood Strong Buy Defensive High $300K—45 $1,500-2,2 5-8%
Hold 0K 00

Riverwest Strong Buy Cash Flow Medium- $150K-26 $1,100-1,6 8-11%
Core High 0K 00

Washington Strong Buy Cash Flow Medium- $180K-28 $1,300-1,8 7-10%

Heights Core High 0K 00

Walker's Point Conditional Appreciation Medium $220K-35 $1,400-2,0 6-9%

0K 00

Lower East Conditional Cash Flow Medium $180K-30 $1,300-1,9 7-10%

Side (UWM) (student) 0K 00

South Side Conditional Cash Flow Medium $130K-20 $1,100-1,5 9-13%

(53215) Core 0K 00

Sherman Park Conditional Cash Flow Low $80K-150 $950-1,35 10-15%
(high-risk) K 0

Near North Avoid Speculative Low $50K-110 $850-1,25 13-20%

Side (53206) (Remote K 0

Investors)

Entry price, rent, and yield are ranges based on public data and may vary depending on property type, condition, and location within
the neighborhood. Yields are gross (before taxes, insurance, vacancy, maintenance, and management). Estimates currently being
validated with local operators.

HOW BLOCK x BLOCK RATINGS WORK

Our ratings combine three layers.

Public data. We analyze rents, ownership trends, entry prices, and crime patterns to establish a
baseline for every neighborhood.



Signals. We evaluate each neighborhood across rent strength, crime, and ownership stability.
Each signal is rated Strong, Moderate, or Weak. The signals don't always agree — a
neighborhood can have strong rents but weak ownership stability, for example — and that
tension is often the most important information. The final rating reflects the full picture, not a
single metric.

Operator validation. Public data tells you what a neighborhood looks like on paper. Local
property managers and investors tell you what it's actually like to own there. We're actively
validating every rating with local operators — because the gap between the paper numbers and
the reality of ownership is exactly where remote investors get burned.

Every rating is a starting point for judgment, not a guarantee. Confidence grows as local
operator input comes in.

BAY VIEW

Rating: Strong Buy
Strategy: Appreciation
Remote Fit: High

Entry Price: $230K-300K
Typical Rent: $1,400-1,900
Gross Yield: 6-9%

The case: Milwaukee's creative-class heart — lakeside, walkable, and centered on the KK
(South Kinnickinnic) culinary corridor. Fast-moving market with consistent appreciation and deep
tenant demand from young professionals and families.

Risks: Higher entry and competitive bidding compress yield. You're paying for one of the city's
most desirable addresses.

Best for: Appreciation buyers who want a property that's always rentable and easy to manage
remotely.

WAUWATOSA

Rating: Strong Buy
Strategy: Defensive Hold
Remote Fit: High

Entry Price: $300K—425K
Typical Rent: $1,600-2,300
Gross Yield: 5-8%

The case: "Tosa" is the premier inner-ring suburb — top schools, charming village shops,
bungalows, and consistent ranking among the metro's highest-appreciation zones. Near the
Medical Center with the new BRT line improving access.

Risks: The highest entry of the group with the thinnest vyield. Strictly an
appreciation-and-stability play, not cash flow.



Best for: Long-horizon buyers prioritizing equity growth and low-vacancy, family-tenant stability.

SHOREWOOD

Rating: Strong Buy
Strategy: Defensive Hold
Remote Fit: High

Entry Price: $300K—450K
Typical Rent: $1,500-2,200
Gross Yield: 5-8%

The case: Top-rated schools, tree-lined streets, lakeside, and walkable — Shorewood
commands premium rents because demand never softens. A genuine flight-to-quality hold.

Risks: Premium pricing and low yield. Tenant pool skews to families and professionals who
expect a well-maintained property.

Best for: Appreciation and stability buyers who value a bulletproof tenant base over monthly
cash flow.

RIVERWEST

Rating: Strong Buy
Strategy: Cash Flow Core
Remote Fit: Medium-High
Entry Price: $150K-260K
Typical Rent: $1,100-1,600
Gross Yield: 8-11%

The case: Diverse, artsy, fiercely independent, and duplex-rich (median around $210K). A walk
score in the 70s and durable renter demand make it one of the better risk-adjusted cash-flow
plays in the city.

Risks: Investment quality varies across the neighborhood, and property condition should be
evaluated carefully. Schools are a mixed picture.

Best for: Cash-flow and small-multifamily investors seeking strong rental demand at a
reasonable entry price.

WASHINGTON HEIGHTS
Rating: Strong Buy
Strategy: Cash Flow Core
Remote Fit: Medium-High
Entry Price: $180K-280K
Typical Rent: $1,300-1,800



Gross Yield: 7-10%

The case: A stable, established west-side neighborhood near Washington Park with solid,
sturdy housing stock and dependable rental demand — a frequent local-PM recommendation
for steady buy-and-hold.

Risks: Quality varies across the neighborhood, making property condition and purchase price
especially important.

Best for: Buy-and-hold investors wanting stability at a mid-range entry point.

WALKER'S POINT
Rating: Conditional
Strategy: Appreciation
Remote Fit: Medium

Entry Price: $220K-350K
Typical Rent: $1,400-2,000
Gross Yield: 6-9%

The case: The city's biggest redevelopment story — old warehouses converted to lofts, a
booming foodie scene, and water-technology firms bringing high-paying jobs. Strong upward
pressure on values.

Risks: You're buying after much of the run-up; yield is thin and pricing reflects the hype. Mixed
residential/commercial character.

Best for: Appreciation buyers betting on continued redevelopment momentum.

LOWER EAST SIDE (UWM)
Rating: Conditional

Strategy: Cash Flow (student)
Remote Fit: Medium

Entry Price: $180K-300K
Typical Rent: $1,300-1,900
Gross Yield: 7-10%

The case: Dense, walkable, and next to the University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee, generating
constant student and staff demand for duplexes and triplexes with historically low vacancy.

Risks: Student tenancy means turnover, summer vacancy, and more wear. Needs a manager
who knows the academic cycle.

Best for: Cash-flow investors comfortable with student rentals and active management.



SOUTH SIDE (53215)
Rating: Conditional
Strategy: Cash Flow Core
Remote Fit: Medium

Entry Price: $130K-200K
Typical Rent: $1,100-1,500
Gross Yield: 9-13%

The case: One of the strongest rent-to-price ZIPs in the city — affordable duplexes, a tight-knit
working-class and Hispanic community, and a popular BRRRR target with strong cash flow.

Risks: Older housing stock with deferred maintenance and uneven property quality. The paper
yield needs a renovation reserve behind it.

Best for: Cash-flow and BRRRR investors with a reliable local contractor and manager.

SHERMAN PARK

Rating: Conditional

Strategy: Cash Flow (high-risk)
Remote Fit: Low

Entry Price: $80K-150K
Typical Rent: $950-1,350
Gross Yield: 10-15%

The case: Large, characterful older homes at low entry prices on the northwest side, with
attractive paper yields and ongoing community-revitalization efforts.

Risks: Elevated crime and uneven property quality. Headline yields rarely survive the real
maintenance and vacancy picture for an absentee owner.

Best for: Investors comfortable with more risk for higher potential returns, after careful due
diligence on condition and management.

NEAR NORTH SIDE (53206)
Rating: Avoid (Remote Investors)
Strategy: Speculative

Remote Fit: Low

Entry Price: $50K-110K

Typical Rent: $850-1,250

Gross Yield: 13-20%



The case: The cheapest entry and the highest paper yields in Milwaukee, with some
community-led revitalization in pockets like Lindsay Heights.

Risks: One of the most distressed ZIP codes in the nation — extreme vacancy, high crime, and
deep deferred maintenance. The numbers look spectacular on paper and almost never hold for
an out-of-town owner.

Best for: Investors who understand that the highest advertised yields often come with the
highest execution risk.

WHAT'S NEXT

* More markets added weekly

* More local operator validation

* Neighborhood confidence scoring

* Interactive market maps

+ Deeper neighborhood intelligence as contributor coverage expands

These ratings are an early read based on public data and are actively being validated with local
property managers and investors.

Want to contribute your local knowledge?
Apply as a Verified Contributor.



