
Meta Description tag  
Unlock professional results with dual action polisher. Our comprehensive review 
reveals the top picks for all your car detailing needs. 
 

Top 7 – Best Dual Action Polisher in 2023 
 
Welcome to our in-depth review of the top 7 dual action polishers. If you're 
looking to achieve a flawless finish and eliminate swirl marks on your vehicle, 
these versatile tools are a must-have. 
 
We've thoroughly tested and analyzed each dual action polisher to provide you 
with the most reliable options available.  Our comprehensive review will help 
you make an informed decision regardless of your level of expertise.  
 
Get ready to discover the power, performance, and precision these dual action 
polishers bring to your car care routine. Say goodbye to swirl marks and hello 
to a showroom-worthy shine. Let's dive into the world of dual action polishers 
and find the perfect tool for your needs. 
 
 
 
 

Top 7 - Best Dual Action Polisher Reviewed 

1.​Chemical Guys BUF503 Random Orbital Polisher  

2.​  Meguiar's MT300 Dual Action Polisher – Runner-Up 

3.​DEWALT Cordless Random Orbit Polisher – Premium Pick + 

Best Cordless 
4.​Adam's 9mm Dual Action Car Polisher (Kit) 
5.​Maxshine M15 Pro Series II Dual Action Polisher 
6.​LDHTHOPI Dual Action Polisher – Budget Pick 
7.​SPTA Buffer Polisher 

​
​
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/TORQ-TORQX-Random-Orbital-Polisher/dp/B01BKT63LY/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=4CY565Y24869&keywords=dual+action+polisher&qid=1687247046&sprefix=dual+action+polisher%2Caps%2C215&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Meguiars-MT300-Action-Variable-Polisher/dp/B00OTK5JHG/ref=sr_1_21?crid=4CY565Y24869&keywords=dual+action+polisher&qid=1687247046&sprefix=dual+action+polisher%2Caps%2C215&sr=8-21
https://www.amazon.com/DEWALT-Cordless-Polisher-Variable-Speed-DCM848B/dp/B082N7P8DD/ref=sr_1_49?crid=4CY565Y24869&keywords=dual+action+polisher&qid=1687247046&sprefix=dual+action+polisher%2Caps%2C215&sr=8-49
https://www.amazon.com/LDHTHOPI-Polisher-Detailing-2800-5800RMP-Detachable/dp/B0B5MMPQWX/ref=sr_1_4?crid=4CY565Y24869&keywords=dual+action+polisher&qid=1687247501&refinements=p_72%3A1248861011&rnid=1248859011&s=automotive&sprefix=dual+action+polisher%2Caps%2C215&sr=1-4
https://chat.openai.com/c/36e38208-0e50-495c-ad26-2389469b92c2


 

1. Chemical Guys BUF503 Random Orbital Polisher – Top Pick 

 

CHECK LATEST PRICE 

 

The CCE team has thoroughly tested and reviewed the Chemical Guys BUF503 
TORQX Random Orbital Polisher, and it has quickly become our top pick for 
dual action polishers.  
 

Power Source: 

 

Corded Electric 
 

Max OPM 
(Orbits Per 
Minute): 

4200 

Item 
Dimensions 
(LxWxH): 

 

20.1 x 8 x 8 inches 

 
 

Product Weight: 6.49 lbs. 

Cordless? No 

Orbit Diameter: 8 mm 

Motor 
Maximum 
Power (Watts): 

700 

Items Included 
in Package: 

The polisher/buffer, a 4 
pack of sale compounds 
and polishes (4 oz), and 3 
pads 

https://www.amazon.com/TORQ-TORQX-Random-Orbital-Polisher/dp/B01BKT63LY/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=4CY565Y24869&keywords=dual+action+polisher&qid=1687247046&sprefix=dual+action+polisher%2Caps%2C215&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/TORQ-TORQX-Random-Orbital-Polisher/dp/B01BKT63LY/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=4CY565Y24869&keywords=dual+action+polisher&qid=1687247046&sprefix=dual+action+polisher%2Caps%2C215&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1


Warranty: 1 Year 

 
The TORQX's user-friendly controls and tough components are appropriate for 
both professionals and beginners, and they really impressed us. This portable 
and adaptable polisher is made to fulfill the needs of any detailer, regardless of 
their level of expertise. 
 
Chemical Guys is known for its quality products and exceptional customer 
support. The TORQX lives up to this reputation, offering a lightweight yet 
powerful machine that can handle various detailing tasks. No matter what your 
needs are, paint protection or spreading wax and sealant, this polisher has your 
back. 
 
While the TORQX has numerous advantages, we did notice that the short body 
frame can lead to increased vibration, which may be noticeable when using the 
machine.  
 
The Chemical Guys BUF503 TORQX Random Orbital Polisher is an excellent 
choice for both professionals and enthusiasts. Its power, control, and versatility 
make it an invaluable tool for achieving professional-level results.  
 
Expert Score: 59.5 

Polishing Speed: 10 
Durability: 10 
Ease of Use: 9.5 
Product Weight: 10 
Product Quality: 10 
Product Price: 10 

 
Positives: 
✔​Suitable for both professionals and beginners 
✔​Lightweight 
✔​Made from durable materials 

 
 
Could be better: 

×​ Vibrates quite a bit due to short body frame 
 
 
 



2. Meguiar's MT300 Dual Action Polisher – Runner-Up 

 

CHECK LATEST PRICE  

 

We got our hands on the Meguiar's MT300 Dual Action Polisher, and we're 
excited to share our honest review. While it didn't claim the top spot, this 
polisher left a lasting impression with its impressive performance and 
thoughtful features. 
 

Power Source: AC/DC 

Max OPM 
(Orbits Per 
Minute): 

7500 

Item 
Dimensions 
(LxWxH): 

18.43 x 6.15 x 4.92 
inches 

Product Weight: 5.4 lbs. 

Cordless? No 

Orbit Diameter: 8 mm 

Motor 
Maximum 
Power (Watts): 

120 Volts 

Items Included 
in Package: 

Auto Parts, Automotive 
Accessories, 

https://www.amazon.com/Meguiars-MT300-Action-Variable-Polisher/dp/B00OTK5JHG/ref=sr_1_21?crid=4CY565Y24869&keywords=dual+action+polisher&qid=1687247046&sprefix=dual+action+polisher%2Caps%2C215&sr=8-21
https://www.amazon.com/Meguiars-MT300-Action-Variable-Polisher/dp/B00OTK5JHG/ref=sr_1_21?crid=4CY565Y24869&keywords=dual+action+polisher&qid=1687247046&sprefix=dual+action+polisher%2Caps%2C215&sr=8-21


Replacement, 
Performance Parts 

Warranty: 1 Year 

 

Designed for professionals, the MT300 is made to give outstanding results 
when polishing, waxing, or fixing your vehicle.  
 
What’s great about the MT300 is its smart torque management system. It 
adjusts the power to keep the speed consistent, no matter how hard you press. 
You can easily change the speed with the dial, giving you more control for 
different tasks. 
 
To make things even better, the MT300 has a pleasant blueberry smell. It added 
a nice touch to our detailing sessions, and if you’ve ever stepped into a car 
detailing shop, you know it rarely smells fruity. 
 
Now, let's talk performance. The Meguiar's MT300 worked wonders on swirl 
marks. We tested it on a car with a lot of imperfections, mostly swirl marks, 
and it quickly improved the color and removed those annoying marks, leaving a 
stunning finish.  
 
However, it's worth mentioning that the pads included with the polisher left us 
wanting more. They were thinner than expected and tended to absorb a 
significant amount of wax.  
 
In conclusion, Meguiar's MT300 Dual Action Polisher is an excellent option that 
delivers professional-grade results. Even though the pads could use some 
improvement, the overall performance and stunning finish it provides make it a 
reliable tool for all your car care needs. 
 
 
Expert Score: 59 

Polishing Speed: 10 
Durability: 10 
Ease of Use: 9.5 
Product Weight: 10 
Product Quality: 10 
Product Price: 9.5 

 
 
Positives: 
✔​Keeps the pressure steady 



✔​Has a pleasant smell 
✔​ Smart torque management system 

 
Could be better: 

×​ Thin pads soak up a lot of wax 
 

 
 

3. DEWALT Cordless Random Orbit Polisher – Premium Pick 

+ Best Cordless 

 

CHECK LATEST PRICE 

 

We were very excited to test this polisher out because Dewalt makes top-notch 
tools, and we don’t really worry about being disappointed with their products. 
Our premium pick comes with some amazing features, but there is a reason 
why it’s not our top pick so let’s get right into the review.  
 

Power Source: Battery powered 

Max OPM 
(Orbits Per 
Minute): 

5500 

Item 
Dimensions 
(LxWxH): 

9.1 x 9.1 x 9.1 inches 

Product Weight: 7 lbs. 

https://www.amazon.com/DEWALT-Cordless-Polisher-Variable-Speed-DCM848B/dp/B082N7P8DD/ref=sr_1_49?crid=4CY565Y24869&keywords=dual+action+polisher&qid=1687247046&sprefix=dual+action+polisher%2Caps%2C215&sr=8-49
https://www.amazon.com/DEWALT-Cordless-Polisher-Variable-Speed-DCM848B/dp/B082N7P8DD/ref=sr_1_49?crid=4CY565Y24869&keywords=dual+action+polisher&qid=1687247046&sprefix=dual+action+polisher%2Caps%2C215&sr=8-49


Cordless? Yes 

Orbit Diameter: 2.1-inch 

Motor 
Maximum 
Power (Watts): 

20 Volts 

Items Included 
in Package: 

DCM848 Random Orbit 
Polisher; 5 in. Backing Plate; 
Side Handle; Torx Key 

Warranty: 
3-year limited warranty, 
1-year free service 

 
One great feature of this polisher is its brushless motor, designed to deliver 
efficient performance and runtime. We particularly liked how it handled light to 
medium defect removal, effortlessly tackling tasks like removing 3000 grit wet 
sanding scratches and preparing the surface for 9H coatings.  
 
The DEWALT polisher offers variable speed settings through both the trigger 
and dial, allowing precise control at every step of the application. Whether we 
needed to tackle light polishing or more intensive correction work, we 
appreciated the ability to adjust the speed according to the task at hand. 
 
Another feature worth mentioning is the rubber gear case overmold, which not 
only helps reduce surface imperfections but also improves the grip during 
operation.  
 
Another major advantage of this cordless orbital polisher is its freedom from 
cords. This feature proved especially handy for remote quick defect removal, 
where we didn't have to worry about finding an electrical outlet. 
 
However, one downside we noticed is that the polisher doesn't come with a 
battery included, so you'll need to purchase one separately. This can be an 
added expense, especially considering the already higher price point of the 
polisher itself. 
 
Is it the best da polisher? Not necessarily, but the DEWALT Cordless Random 
Orbit Polisher impressed us with its efficient performance, variable speed 
options, and comfortable grip. Its cordless design offered flexibility and ease of 
use, particularly for on-the-go detailing tasks.  
 
Expert Score: 57 

Polishing Speed: 10 
Durability: 10 



Ease of Use: 9 
Product Weight: 9 
Product Quality: 10 
Product Price: 9 

 
 
Positives: 
✔​ Cordless 
✔​ Brushless motor 
✔​ Comfortable to hold 
✔​  

 

Could be better: 
×​ Pricey 
×​ Doesn’t come with batteries 

 
 
 
 

4. Adam's 9mm Dual Action Car Polisher (Kit) 

 

CHECK LATEST PRICE 

 

This kit has been a great addition to our car detailing tools so we just had to 
put it on our list of best dual action polishers. If you’re interested in a very 
versatile kit that can deliver professional results, this one might be just what 
you need. 
 

Power Source: Electric corded 

https://www.amazon.com/Adams-Dual-Action-Polisher-Polishing/dp/B09LRHLDGW/ref=sr_1_12?crid=4CY565Y24869&keywords=dual+action+polisher&qid=1687247046&sprefix=dual+action+polisher%2Caps%2C215&sr=8-12


Max OPM 
(Orbits Per 
Minute): 

6500 

Item 
Dimensions 
(LxWxH): 

20.25 x 8.5 x 8.2 

Product Weight: 9.78 lbs. 

Cordless? No 

Orbit Diameter: 9 mm 

Motor 
Maximum 
Power (Watts): 

1000 

Items Included 
in Package: 

Polisher, Polish, 
Compound and Pads 

Warranty: - 

 

Its powerful 1000W motor guarantees more power and torque on any surface, 

and we liked how it effortlessly tackled swirls, scratches, and debris, leaving us 

with swirl-free and scratch-free results.  

The ergonomic and balanced design of this da polisher immediately caught our 

attention. The concave rubber contact points effectively absorbed vibrations 

and enhanced control force. Additionally, the balance block added to the 

comfort and made storage hassle-free. The soft-touch head cover added an 

extra layer of comfort, which is always appreciated during long sessions. 

The Adam's Polishing Pads that come with the polisher are great additions. 

They are made of high-quality materials and serve different purposes. The blue 

microfiber pad is perfect for removing swirls and scratches, while the blue 

foam pad is ideal for tackling tougher issues like oxidation. The white foam pad 

gives your vehicle a glossy finish. 

Not only is the Adam's Swirl Killer 9mm LT Polisher great for paint correction, 

but it also proved to be a versatile tool. We found that it could be used for 

various tasks, such as scrubbing carpets and upholstery, applying glazes, 

sealants, and wax, and even restoring chrome, aluminum, and diamond plate 

metals.  

One thing to note is that the polisher feels a bit heavy when using it for 

extended periods. This can cause some fatigue, so we found ourselves taking 

quite a bit of breaks. It’s nothing dramatic, but it did make our sessions longer 

than usual.  



But other than that, the Adam's Swirl Killer 9mm LT Polisher is a powerful and 

versatile tool for car detailing. It makes the process easier and faster, and the 

ergonomic design adds to the comfort. Just be aware of its weight during 

prolonged use.  

Expert Score: 54.5 

Polishing Speed: 10 
Durability: 9 
Ease of Use: 8.5 
Product Weight: 8 
Product Quality: 10 
Product Price: 9 

 
 
Positives: 
✔​ Comes with different types of pads 
✔​ Strong correcting ability 
✔​ Ergonomic design 
 

Could be better: 
×​ Heavy 

 

 
 



5. Maxshine M15 Pro Series II Dual Action Polisher 

 

CHECK LATEST PRICE 

 

This random orbital polisher left us impressed with its quality and ease of use 
so we’re happy to share our review. We really enjoyed using it and its place on 
the list of best dual action polishers is well-deserved. 
 

Power Source: Corded Electric 

Max OPM 
(Orbits Per 
Minute): 

5000 

Item 
Dimensions 
(LxWxH): 

18.4 x 6.8 x 6.2 
inches 

Product Weight: 5,07 lbs. 

Cordless? No 

Orbit Diameter: 15 mm 



Motor 
Maximum 
Power (Watts): 

1000 

Items Included 
in Package: 

Polisher, Backing 
Plate 

Warranty: 1 Year 

 
First and foremost, the improved motor efficiency of the Maxshine polisher 
provides more power and torque on any surface. This made our detailing 
process much easier, and we were able to achieve a swirl-free and scratch-free 
finish effortlessly. The results were impressive! 
 
The polisher is ergonomically designed and feels very comfortable in hand. The 
enlarged rubberized hand space and horn grips made it easy to hold and 
control, ensuring smooth and repeatable results. It's important to note that the 
color of the grip may vary. 
 
We were also impressed by the perfect balance of the components in this 
polisher. It minimized vibration during operation, making the polishing process 
comfortable and enjoyable.  
 
Another notable feature of the Maxshine polisher is its extra-long and durable 
power cable. With a 13'' cable, we had the freedom to move around without 
any restrictions. The cable is reinforced at the base of the machine, making it 
resilient and able to withstand different situations. 
 
We did encounter some limitations with the Maxshine polisher. While it 
performed exceptionally well on flat panels, it sometimes stalled when used on 
side panels or curved areas, regardless of the pressure or angle applied.  
 
But that shouldn’t deter you from considering it as an option for your car 
detailing needs because, overall, it did a good job and we were happy with the 
results it provided.  
 
Expert Score: 53 

Polishing Speed: 9.5 
Durability: 9.5 
Ease of Use: 8 
Product Weight: 8 
Product Quality: 9 
Product Price: 9 

 



 
Positives: 
✔​ Minimal vibrations during use 
✔​ Exceptional paint correction and polishing 
✔​ Long cord 

 
Could be better: 

×​ Not the best for use on curved areas 
 

 

 

6. LDHTHOPI Dual Action Polisher – Budget Pick 

 

CHECK LATEST PRICE 

 

Our budget pick comes with some great features and, although the affordable 
price is most likely the first thing you’ll notice about it, this polisher has many 
more qualities. It performs well and won’t break the bank. What more could 
you ask for? 
 

https://www.amazon.com/LDHTHOPI-Polisher-Detailing-2800-5800RMP-Detachable/dp/B0B5MMPQWX/ref=sr_1_4?crid=4CY565Y24869&keywords=dual+action+polisher&qid=1687247501&refinements=p_72%3A1248861011&rnid=1248859011&s=automotive&sprefix=dual+action+polisher%2Caps%2C215&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.com/LDHTHOPI-Polisher-Detailing-2800-5800RMP-Detachable/dp/B0B5MMPQWX/ref=sr_1_4?crid=4CY565Y24869&keywords=dual+action+polisher&qid=1687247501&refinements=p_72%3A1248861011&rnid=1248859011&s=automotive&sprefix=dual+action+polisher%2Caps%2C215&sr=1-4


Power Source: Corded Electric 

Max OPM 
(Orbits Per 
Minute): 

5800 

Item 
Dimensions 
(LxWxH): 

‎17.04 x 7.64 x 
6.93 inches 

Product Weight: 6.87 lbs. 

Cordless? No 

Orbit Diameter: 6/7 inch 

Motor 
Maximum 
Power (Watts): 

980 

Items Included 
in Package: 

Polisher, backing 
plates, upgraded 
D-handle, side 
handle, carbon 
brush, hew 
wrench, bag 

Warranty: 2 Years 

 

The first great feature is its variable speed control. With 6 settings ranging from 

2800 to 5800 RPM, we could adjust the speed according to different 

applications and materials. This feature allowed us to achieve optimal results 

while working on various surfaces. 

The LDHTHOPI Dual Action Polisher is designed as a versatile tool with its dual 

action functionality. It comes with a detachable D-handle and side handle, 

giving us the option to hold it in different ways for added comfort and control. 

The switch lock design was a convenient feature because it allowed us to lock 

down the button and maintain a consistent speed during our polishing 

sessions. 

In terms of application, the LDHTHOPI Dual Action Polisher proved to be quite 

versatile. It comes with 8 detachable pads, allowing us to quickly tackle 

different tasks and surfaces.  

We particularly appreciated the two holding handles, which provided a 

comfortable grip and enhanced control during operation. Additionally, the 

included carry bag was a convenient feature that allowed us to keep all the 

pads and attachments in one place. 



However, there were a few drawbacks that we observed. While the polisher 

offers 6 speed settings, we found that speeds 1 to 3 were quite slow. This 

limited our options when it came to selecting a faster speed for certain 

applications. Also, it doesn’t come with instructions as far as using the pads 

goes so, if you’re inexperienced, you’ll easily choose the wrong pad and risk 

damaging the paint.  

Bit even with that, it’s a solid choice for a random orbit polisher, as long as 

you’re careful when choosing a pad and do not mind the limited speed settings. 

Expert Score: 52.5 

Polishing Speed: 9 
Durability: 9 
Ease of Use: 8 
Product Weight: 8.5 
Product Quality: 8 
Product Price: 10 

 
Positives: 
✔​ Affordable 
✔​ Detachable handles for versatility 
✔​ Comfortable grip 
 

Could be better: 
×​ Speed settings 1-3 are very slow 
×​ No instructions on how to use the different pads that are included 

 
 

 



7. SPTA Buffer Polisher 

 

CHECK LATEST PRICE 

 

The last polisher on our list comes packed with accessories. This one is 
particularly suitable for home use and has everything you need to start working 
right away. 
 

Power Source: Corded electric 

Max OPM 
(Orbits Per 
Minute): 

5500 

Item 
Dimensions 
(LxWxH): 

‎21 x 8.6 x 6.6 
inches 

Product Weight: 4.40 lbs. 

Cordless? No 

Orbit Diameter: 5’’, 6’’ 

Motor 
Maximum 
Power (Watts): 

110 Volts 

https://chat.openai.com/c/36e38208-0e50-495c-ad26-2389469b92c2
https://chat.openai.com/c/36e38208-0e50-495c-ad26-2389469b92c2
https://global.schwinnfitness.com/en/570t/100701.html


Items Included 
in Package: 

Rotary Polisher, 
Backing Plates, 
Polishing Pads, 
Sandpaper, 
Towel, Washing 
Mitten, Brush, 
Detailing Bag, 
Detailing Apron, 
Handle, Wrench, 
Carbon Brushes, 
Manual 

Warranty: 1 Year 

 
The SPTA Buffer Polisher is equipped with a powerful copper motor that can 
produce up to 5500 OPM. We were impressed by its performance, as it proved 
to be more than capable of handling professional-level work. The heat-resistant 
copper wire motor also ensures longer working times without the risk of 
overheating or burning the machine. 
 
This polisher offers wide application possibilities. We used it for polishing and 
removing swirls, scratches, and defects from various painted surfaces, such as 
cars and boats. It also proved to be effective in sanding wood or metal, 
allowing us to achieve a polished and shining finish quickly and safely.  
 
We appreciated the convenient placement of the On/Off switch on the side of 
the polisher. Its position made it easily accessible for thumb operation, 
enhancing the overall convenience of the device. The package includes a 
5"backing pad, as well as a 6" backing pad, both accompanied by suitable 
sponge, wool, and sanding pads. This comprehensive set met all our 
requirements for polishing, buffing, and sanding tasks. 
 
In terms of performance, we were happy with the quiet and smooth operation 
of the motor. It has a slow start feature that prevented the flinging of polishing 
compound, ensuring a cleaner and more controlled polishing process. 
 
We have to mention that the SPTA Buffer Polisher is slightly bulky, which may 
make it less practical for some users who prioritize portability and 
maneuverability.  
 
Nonetheless, we still consider it as one of the best polishers out there and 
highly recommend it. It may be a bit bulky, but it delivers excellent 
performance. If you're looking for a reliable and efficient buffer polisher, the 
SPTA Buffer Polisher is worth considering. 



 
Expert Score: 51 

Polishing Speed: 8.5 
Durability: 9 
Ease of Use: 8 
Product Weight: 8 
Product Quality: 8.5 
Product Price: 9 

 
Positives: 
✔​ A lot of accessories included 
✔​ Heat-resistant motor 
✔​ Slow start feature 

 
Could be better: 

×​ Bulky 
 
 
 
 

Importance of Choosing the Right Dual Action Polisher 
 

The car polishing market is constantly growing, with more and more polishers 
being available every day; that can make you overwhelmed when trying to 
choose a polisher. We want to help you understand what to consider when 
choosing your new dual action polisher because choosing it correctly can make 
the difference between show-stopping appearance or ruined paint.  
 
If you use the wrong dual-action polisher, you may not get the results you 
want. For instance, a low-quality or weak polisher may not be able to 
effectively remove swirl marks, scratches, and other imperfections on the car's 
paint.  
 
A suitable polisher provides enough power to efficiently correct the paint and 
remove imperfections. This results in a smoother and more consistent finish, 
giving the car a professional and refreshed appearance.  
 
When choosing a polisher, consider its power, speed control and ergonomics. 
You want a machine that does a good job, while also feeling comfortable in 
your hand.  
 
 

https://www.marketwatch.com/press-release/car-polishing-machine-market-research-2023-2030-2023-06-16


Did you know? 
Energy beam polishing is currently under research. They are not in use yet 

because they have rigorous requirements for supporting equipment. 

Source: Fundamental aspects and recent developments in metal surface 

polishing with energy beam irradiation (sciencedirect.com) 

 

 

Understanding Dual Action Polishers 
 
If you’ve never used a dual action polisher, there’s a good chance you don’t 
know exactly what it does and how it works. You can get your car professionally 
detailed, but that can cost a pretty penny and sometimes the imperfections on 
your car do not even need professional treatment so you’re better off saving 
your money and doing it yourself.  
 
 

What is a Dual Action Polisher? 
Unlike traditional rotary polishers that spin in a single direction, a dual action 

polisher combines two types of motion: rotation and oscillation. That's where 

the "dual action" part comes in. This unique movement makes a big difference 

in the polishing process. 

Dual action polishers are beginner friendly. They're designed to minimize the 

risk of damaging your car's paint. With their oscillating motion, they reduce the 

chances of creating swirl marks or burning the paint surface, even if you're new 

to polishing. 

They work their magic on various surfaces, not just cars. You can use them on 

boats, furniture, glass, and more. Plus, they're effective at removing scratches, 

swirl marks, and other imperfections, giving your surfaces a smooth and glossy 

finish. 

Dual action polishers are lightweight and ergonomic, making them comfortable 

to hold and maneuver. They're not overly aggressive like rotary polishers, so 

you don't have to struggle to control them. They allow for precise and smooth 

polishing, even in tight or tricky areas. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0890695519303335
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0890695519303335


If you’re ready for take a DIY approach to car detailing, a dual action polisher is 

the way to go. 

 

How Does a Dual Action Polisher Work? 
The first part of the dual action polisher's magic is rotation. The polishing pad 

attached to the machine spins in a circular motion. This rotation helps to 

distribute the polishing compound evenly on the surface and break down 

imperfections. 

Alongside the rotation, the polishing pad also moves back and forth, creating 

small oscillating movements. This additional motion prevents excessive heat 

buildup and reduces the risk of damaging the paint. 

You may be asking yourself why we’re making such a big deal out of oscillation. 

It’s actually pretty simple: the dual action motion of the polisher ensures a 

safer polishing process. Unlike rotary polishers that spin in a single direction, 

dual action polishers reduce the risk of creating swirl marks or burning the 

paint surface. They're more forgiving, especially for beginners. 

The combination of rotation and oscillation allows the polisher to tackle various 

imperfections on different surfaces. 

Whether it's scratches, swirl marks, tarnishing (which leads to corrosion) or 

oxidation, the dual action motion helps to break them down and restore the 

shine. It's a recipe for impressive results. 

 

Did you know? 
Surface polishing is demanding and usually costs a lot. That’s why scientists are 

trying to implement a robotic polishing system. 

Source: Development of a robot system for complex surfaces polishing based on 

CL data (proquest.com) 

 

How to Use a Dual Action Polisher? 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tarnish
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/350056220_OVERVIEW_OF_CORROSION_AND_ITS_CONTROL_A_CRITICAL_REVIEW
https://www.jdpower.com/cars/shopping-guides/how-to-remove-oxidation-from-car-paint
https://www.proquest.com/openview/2fd10ba28c872b77ca64ea44ba869d30/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=2044010
https://www.proquest.com/openview/2fd10ba28c872b77ca64ea44ba869d30/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=2044010


So, you’ve decided to take the DIY approach and have successfully chosen the 

right dual action polisher. Now you need to know how to use it properly, or 

even the best polisher in the world won’t help your car look flawless.  

If you don’t use the polisher properly, you’ll most likely end up damaging the 

paint. Let’s make sure that doesn’t happen.  

Make sure that the surface you'll be polishing is clean and free from any dirt, 

dust, or debris. Give your vehicle a thorough wash and dry it properly. Then, 

select the appropriate polishing compound and pads for your specific needs.  

Now you’re all set to start polishing.  

Apply a small amount of polishing compound onto the pad. Spread it evenly on 

the surface you'll be working on. 

Begin with a low-speed setting on the dual action polisher. This will prevent any 

splattering or excessive product flinging. 

Divide the area you're polishing into manageable sections. Start with a small 

section and work your way gradually. 

Hold the polisher with a firm grip, ensuring your hand is positioned 

comfortably on the handle. Maintain a balanced stance. 

Apply gentle pressure on the polisher and make overlapping passes over the 

section you're working on. Keep the polisher flat and parallel to the surface. 

As you gain confidence, you can increase the speed of the polisher. Repeat the 

process, making multiple passes over the section until you achieve the desired 

results. 

Once you've completed a section, use a clean microfiber cloth to wipe off any 

residue left behind by the polishing compound. 

And voilà! Your car is now polished and looking brand new.  

 

Did you know? 
Aside from the conventional pad polishing, there is research examining the 

feasibility of the noncontact hydrodynamic effect polishing. 

Source: Ultrasmooth surface polishing based on the hydrodynamic effect 

(opg.optica.org) 

https://opg.optica.org/ao/abstract.cfm?uri=ao-52-25-6411


 

 

 

Benefits of Using a Dual Action Polisher 
 

Whether used professionally or at home, a dual action polisher is always the 

way to achieve the best results. Let’s see why.  

 

Efficient Paint Correction 
Dual action polishers excel in paint correction tasks. With their random orbital 

motion, they safely and effectively remove swirl marks, scratches, and other 

imperfections from the paint surface. This process restores the shine and 

enhances the overall appearance of your vehicle. 

 

User-Friendly Operation 
One of the standout benefits of dual action polishers is their user-friendly 

nature. They are designed to be easy to handle, even for beginners. The dual 

action motion reduces the risk of damaging the paint, as the pad oscillates 

while spinning, minimizing heat buildup and the chances of creating holograms 

or burn marks. 

 

Versatility 
Dual action polishers are incredibly versatile tools. They can be used for a 

variety of applications beyond automotive detailing. From polishing and waxing 

furniture to restoring the shine on boats and motorcycles, these polishers offer 

multi-purpose functionality, making them a valuable addition to your toolkit. 

 

Safe for Different Paint Types 
Whether you're working on clear coat, single-stage, or delicate finishes, a dual 

action polisher is a safe option. Its gentle motion and adjustable speed settings 

allow you to tailor the level of aggressiveness to the specific paint type, 



ensuring you achieve optimal results without compromising the integrity of the 

finish. 

 

Time and Effort Savings 
Compared to traditional rotary polishers, dual action polishers offer significant 

time and effort savings. The random orbital motion reduces the risk of paint 

damage and eliminates the need for excessive passes or intense pressure. This 

means you can achieve impressive results more efficiently, leaving you with 

more time to enjoy your beautifully polished vehicle. 

 

Consistent and Even Results 
Dual action polishers provide consistent and even results due to their 

oscillating motion. This feature ensures that the polish or compound is evenly 

distributed and minimizes the risk of creating uneven patches or swirl marks. 

The end result is a uniform and professional-looking finish. 

 

Did you know? 
Laser polishing is an effective way of reducing surface roughness. A laser beam 

melts the surface peaks and then the molten mass flows into the surface 

valleys by surface tension, gravity, and laser pressure.  

Source: Surface Roughness Enhancement of Indirect-SLS Metal Parts by Laser 

Surface Polishing (repositories.lib.utexas.edu) 

 

 

 

Different Types of Dual Action Polishers 
 

There are several types of dual action polishers to choose from, which can 

make the choice even more difficult. We’ll share their characteristics with you 

so you can make an informed decision before you decide to invest in a new 

polisher. 

https://repositories.lib.utexas.edu/handle/2152/76144
https://repositories.lib.utexas.edu/handle/2152/76144


 

Corded Dual Action Polishers 
Corded dual action polishers are powered by electricity and offer consistent 

performance throughout your detailing session. They provide a reliable power 

source and eliminate the need to worry about battery life. Corded polishers are 

ideal for professional use or extended polishing sessions where a continuous 

power supply is crucial. 

 

Cordless Dual Action Polishers 
Cordless dual action polishers provide the convenience of portability and 

freedom of movement. They are powered by rechargeable batteries, allowing 

you to work without being restricted by cords. Cordless polishers are suitable 

for smaller projects or when working in areas without access to power outlets. 

However, it's essential to consider battery runtime and recharge times for 

longer sessions. 

 

Compact Dual Action Polishers 
Compact dual action polishers are designed with a smaller form factor, making 

them lightweight and easy to maneuver. They are suitable for intricate detailing 

work, such as polishing tight spaces or smaller vehicles. Compact polishers 

offer enhanced control and are popular with those who prioritize precision. 

 

Variable Speed Dual Action Polishers 
Variable speed dual action polishers allow you to adjust the speed settings 

according to the task at hand. This feature is especially useful when working 

with different paint types or performing various stages of paint correction. 

Having control over the speed helps optimize results and ensures gentle yet 

effective polishing. 

 

Professional-Grade Dual Action Polishers 
Professional-grade dual action polishers are engineered for heavy-duty use and 

offer enhanced power and durability. They often feature larger motors, 



advanced vibration control systems, and sturdier construction. 

Professional-grade polishers are preferred by experienced detailers or those 

who regularly work on challenging paint correction projects. 

 

Entry-Level Dual Action Polishers 
Entry-level dual action polishers are designed for beginners or hobbyists 

entering the world of car detailing. They offer a balance of affordability and 

performance, making them a suitable choice for enthusiasts seeking to improve 

their polishing skills without breaking the bank. Entry-level polishers provide a 

great starting point for learning and gaining experience. 

 

Did you know? 
Curved surfaces can be effectively polished through magnetic polishing 

technology. 

Source: Study on magnetic polishing of free-form surfaces (sciencedirect.com) 

 

 

Factors to Consider When Buying a Dual Action Polisher 
 

Lastly, we have a list of things for you to consider before buying a polisher. 

There are several things we would advise you to pay attention to. 

 

Power and Performance 
Consider the power rating and performance capabilities of the dual action 

polisher. Look for a model with sufficient power to effectively remove swirls, 

scratches, and defects from your vehicle's paintwork. Choose a polisher with 

adjustable speed settings to accommodate different tasks and paint types. 

 

Dual Action Mechanism 
Ensure that the polisher utilizes a true dual action mechanism. This mechanism 

combines a rotating and oscillating motion, providing safer and more efficient 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S089069559500078X


polishing. It prevents overheating or burning the paint surface, making it 

suitable for beginners and professionals alike. 

 

Build Quality and Durability 
Invest in a dual action polisher made of high-quality materials that ensure 

durability and longevity. Look for sturdy construction, well-designed handles, 

and a solid grip for comfortable and extended use. A polisher with a robust 

build will withstand regular use and provide reliable performance. 

 

Weight and Ergonomics 
Consider the weight and ergonomics of the polisher. A lightweight and 

well-balanced polisher reduces fatigue during extended polishing sessions and 

allows for better control and maneuverability. Choose a polisher that feels 

comfortable in your hands and minimizes strain on your wrists and arms. 

 

Pad Size and Compatibility 
Check the pad size and compatibility of the polisher. Different pad sizes are 

suitable for various applications, including large panels or intricate areas. 

Ensure that the polisher supports commonly available pad sizes and 

attachments, allowing you to easily find and use the desired pads for different 

polishing tasks. 

 

Ease of Use and Safety Features 
Look for user-friendly features such as intuitive controls, accessible on/off 

switches, and ergonomic handles. Safety features like overload protection, heat 

management (seen in copper wire engines), and a secure pad attachment 

system are crucial for a smooth and safe polishing experience. 

 

Brand Reputation and Customer Reviews 
Research reputable brands known for producing high-quality dual action 

polishers. Consider customer reviews and feedback to gain insights into the 

https://ntrs.nasa.gov/api/citations/20050123582/downloads/20050123582.pdf
https://ntrs.nasa.gov/api/citations/20050123582/downloads/20050123582.pdf


reliability, performance, and customer satisfaction associated with different 

brands and models. 

 

Price and Value for Money 
Set a budget for your dual action polisher and consider the value for money it 

offers. Compare prices, features, and warranties to ensure you're getting a 

polisher that meets your needs without overspending. Remember that 

investing in a reliable and durable polisher will save you time, effort, and 

potential expenses in the long run. 

 

Did you know? 
Surface polishing is incredibly important and new technologies are constantly 

being developed. One of them is electrochemical mechanical polishing 

technology, which is used in various industries. 

Source: Electrochemical mechanical polishing technology: recent developments 

and future research and industrial needs (link.springer.com) 

 

 

 

FAQ 
 

What is the difference between a dual action polisher and a 
rotary polisher? 
A dual action polisher uses a combination of rotating and oscillating motions, 

making it safer and more beginner friendly. It provides gentler polishing and is 

effective at removing light to moderate imperfections. On the other hand, a 

rotary polisher spins in a single direction, making it more aggressive and better 

suited for heavy paint correction. However, it requires more skill and can 

potentially cause damage if not used properly. 

 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00170-015-8119-6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00170-015-8119-6


Can a dual action polisher cause damage? 
While a dual action polisher is generally considered safer than a rotary polisher, 

it can still cause damage if used improperly or with excessive pressure. 

Overworking a specific area or using incorrect pads or compounds can result in 

paint burns or swirl marks. Proper technique, selecting the right pads and 

products, and practicing on a test area are important to avoid potential 

damage. 

 

How to maintain a dual action polisher? 
To maintain a dual action polisher, clean the machine after each use by 

removing any residue and debris. Check and replace worn or damaged pads 

regularly. Keep the polisher stored in a clean and dry area. Lubricate the 

moving parts as recommended by the manufacturer and regularly inspect the 

power cord for any damage.  

 

What does dual action mean on a polisher? 
Dual action on a polisher refers to its mechanism that combines both rotary 

and orbital movements. It means that the polishing pad not only rotates but 

also oscillates or orbits around a central spindle. 

 

Is a dual action polisher better than a rotary polisher? 
It depends on the specific task and skill level. Dual action polishers are 

generally considered safer and more beginner-friendly due to their oscillating 

movement, which reduces the risk of damage. They are effective at removing 

light to moderate defects. However, rotary polishers provide more cutting 

power and are suitable for heavy correction work. 

 

Do you need a dual action polisher? 
If you want to maintain the appearance of your vehicle, remove light to 

moderate defects, and achieve a swirl-free finish, a dual action polisher can be 

a valuable tool. It is user-friendly and less likely to cause damage compared to a 

rotary polisher. However, if you have minimal detailing needs or prefer to hire 

professional services, a dual action polisher may not be necessary. 



 

 

Conclusion 
 

After extensive testing, our top pick is Chemical Guys BUF503. Its exceptional 

performance, ease of use, and versatility make it an excellent choice for both 

beginners and professionals.  

We would love to hear from you! Have you tried the BUF503 polisher? What 

results did you achieve? Are there any other polishers you recommend? Share 

your experiences and recommendations in the comments below.  
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