
 

La Verdadera Historia de la Gigantomaquia: Cuando los Gigantes Desafiaron a los Dioses 

A long, long time ago, when the world was new, the gods lived on top of Mount Olympus. But a big problem was 
about to start deep down in the earth. 
 
Gaia, who was like Mother Earth, was very sad. Her children, the Titans, had lost a big fight and were locked up in a 
dark place called Tartarus. Zeus, the leader of the gods, had put them there. Gaia was angry and wanted to get even. 
So, she decided to make a new group of powerful beings who could fight the gods and free the Titans. 
 
These new beings were the Giants. They were born from drops of blood that fell on the ground when Cronos hurt his 
father, Uranus. The Giants were huge and super strong. People said they were so tall that their heads touched the 
clouds! Instead of normal legs, they had snakes that twisted around. Their eyes were bright, and their voices sounded 
like thunder. Even the gods were a little scared of them. 
 
Some of the most famous Giants were Alcyoneus, Porphyrion, Enceladus, and Polybotes. Each one had special 
powers. The gods heard a prediction: they couldn't beat the Giants by themselves. They needed help from a human. 
Zeus knew this, so he started training his son Heracles. Heracles was half-god and half-human. His mom was a 
human named Alcmena. Heracles was known for being incredibly strong and brave. He would be very important in 
the upcoming battle. 
 
The Giants were getting ready for war. Gaia's hate for the gods made them even stronger. They piled up mountains to 
use as rocks to throw, and they ripped out giant trees to use as weapons. They wanted to attack Mount Olympus, take 
over from the gods, and rule the whole universe. 
 
The day of the battle came with a loud crash that shook the earth and sky. The Giants marched forward, causing 
earthquakes and huge waves. Mount Olympus, which was usually peaceful, was now busy with gods preparing to 
fight. Zeus gathered all the gods and spoke to them in a strong voice. He reminded them that it was important to 
protect the order and balance of the universe. 
 
The first to fight were the twins Alcyoneus and Porphyrion, who were the leaders of the Giants. Porphyrion was very 
proud and arrogant. He wanted to capture Hera, the queen of the gods. He tried to grab her in the middle of the battle. 
Hera screamed for help. Zeus saw what was happening and shot a lightning bolt at Porphyrion's chest. But the Giant 
didn't fall down. Just then, Heracles arrived and shot an arrow that went right through Porphyrion's heart. The Giant 
yelled loudly and then fell to the ground, shaking the earth. 
 
Alcyoneus had a special power: he couldn't die as long as he was fighting in his homeland, Palene. Heracles fought 
him, shooting arrows that didn't seem to hurt him. Alcyoneus laughed and kept getting back up. Athena, another 
goddess, saw what was happening and told Heracles that he needed to get Alcyoneus out of Palene to defeat him. 
Heracles used his strength and smarts to drag the Giant away from his special land. Once they were far enough away, 
Heracles shot an arrow that finally killed Alcyoneus. The Giant fell, and his body turned into a mountain. 
 
In another part of the battlefield, Athena was fighting Enceladus. This Giant was known for being smart and tricky. 
Enceladus threw hot rocks and breathed fire, trying to burn everything. Athena used her armor and shield to protect 
the gods and fight back. She used all her strength to lift the island of Sicily and throw it on top of Enceladus. The 
Giant was buried under the island. People say that when Mount Etna erupts, it's Enceladus still trying to get free. 
 
Poseidon, the god of the sea, chased Polybotes, who was trying to escape into the ocean. They ran all the way to the 
island of Cos. Poseidon got angry and ripped off a piece of the island and threw it at Polybotes, crushing him. That 
piece of land became the island of Nisyros. The sea became rough, and the huge waves reminded everyone how 
powerful the gods were. 
 
Apollo, the god of the sun and light, faced off against Ephialtes, a Giant who was incredibly big. Ephialtes created 
shadows to try to block Apollo's light. But Apollo wasn't scared. He raised his silver bow and shot arrows that were 
as bright as the sun. One arrow went through Ephialtes' left eye. At the same time, Heracles shot an arrow that went 
through the Giant's right eye. With both eyes blinded, Ephialtes fell to the ground. He was defeated because the god 
and the human worked together. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gEry6kskzGg&ab_channel=HistoriayMitolog%C3%ADa


Artemis, Apollo's twin sister and the goddess of the hunt, fought Gratian, a Giant who thought he was the best 
hunter. They battled with speed and skill. Gratian threw spears and arrows that Artemis dodged easily. She aimed her 
bow and shot an arrow that went through Gratian's heart. The Giant fell without making a sound. 
 
Dionysus, the god of wine and parties, met Eurytus, a Giant who didn't think he was very strong. Eurytus made fun of 
Dionysus, calling him a weak god. But Dionysus stayed calm. He shook his thyrsus, a stick covered in ivy, and called on 
his followers, the Maenads. These women danced and sang around Eurytus, confusing him. Dionysus took advantage 
of the distraction and hit Eurytus with his thyrsus, knocking him down and ending the threat. 
 
Hephaestus, the god of fire and metalworking, fought Mimas, a Giant who wore strong armor. Hephaestus used his 
cleverness to make balls of hot metal in his forge. He threw them at Mimas, covering him in flames. Even with his 
armor, the heat was too much. Finally, Hephaestus made a metal net that trapped Mimas. The Giant couldn't move 
and was burned by the fire. 
 
In another place, Hecate, the goddess of magic, fought Ctius. This Giant was covered in shadows and darkness and 
tried to put out Hecate's torches, which represented wisdom and knowledge. Hecate spoke old, powerful words and 
created ghostly flames that surrounded Ctius. The Giant screamed as the flames burned away his darkness. 
 
As the battle went on, the gods' helpers, the winds, joined in. Boreas, the north wind, blew so hard that it was difficult 
for the Giants to move forward. Clouds swirled and lightning flashed, making the battlefield even more chaotic. 
 
The remaining Giants started to feel hopeless. Many of them had fallen, and the gods, along with Heracles, seemed 
unbeatable. But the battle wasn't over yet. The Giants decided to join together for one last try to defeat the gods. 
They gathered their strength and launched a huge attack, throwing mountains and causing volcanoes to erupt. 
 
Zeus saw the danger and raised his shield, creating a huge storm. The sky turned dark, and rain poured down. Zeus's 
lightning bolts struck the Giants, burning them. Heracles fought bravely, defeating any Giant who got in his way. 
 
In the middle of the storm, Demeter, the goddess of farming, used her power to make roots and vines grow, trapping 
the Giants. Ares, the god of war, fought with great anger, waving his spear and shield. Aphrodite, the goddess of love, 
used her charm to confuse the Giants, causing them to make mistakes. 
 
Finally, the gods combined their powers in a coordinated attack. Hera created storm clouds, Athena planned 
strategies, Poseidon stirred up the seas, and Hestia kept the sacred fire burning to make the gods stronger. Heracles 
knew he had a very important job to do. He focused on the last Giant standing: Typhon, a monster that Gaia had 
created as her ultimate weapon. 
 
Typhon was a scary beast with a hundred snake heads and a body that reached the sky. His eyes shot fire, and his 
breath was poisonous. Even Zeus stepped back. But Heracles didn't hesitate. He remembered the prediction and knew 
he had to be brave. He charged at Typhon, dodging his attacks and looking for a weak spot. 
 
Zeus was inspired by his son's courage. He gathered his strength and shot the most powerful lightning bolt he had 
ever created. The lightning struck Typhon, freezing him for a moment. Heracles took the opportunity and shot an 
arrow that went right into the beast's heart. Typhon roared, and the sound echoed through the universe. The earth 
shook, and the seas became rough. 
 
The battle was over. The Giants had been defeated, and order was restored to the world. The bodies of the Giants 
were buried underground. People said that volcanoes and earthquakes were caused by them still trying to escape. 
 
The gods returned to Mount Olympus, knowing that their rule was safe because of Heracles' bravery and sacrifice. 
Zeus called a meeting of the gods to honor those who had fought bravely. He praised each one for their part in the 
victory and said that it was important for gods and humans to work together. 
 
Heracles was especially honored. He couldn't join the gods on Mount Olympus yet, but he was promised a place there 
after he finished his destiny on Earth. 
 
The story of the Giants' War was remembered as a lesson about the balance between order and chaos. Gaia, even 
though she lost, understood that trying to overthrow the gods had only caused more suffering. The gods realized that 



they needed to respect nature and keep the universe in balance. 
 
People built temples and monuments to honor the gods and Heracles. Art became popular, and poets and artists told 
the stories of the heroes, making sure that the story of the Giants' War would be remembered for many years. 
 
And that's the epic story of the Giants' War, a battle full of courage and challenge that has echoed... 
 

 

Reading Summary 

●​ Gaia, Mother Earth, was angry that Zeus locked up her children, the Titans, so she created the Giants to fight 
the gods. 

●​ The Giants attacked Mount Olympus, but the gods, helped by Heracles (a half-god, half-human hero), fought 
back. 

●​ After a long battle with many fights, the gods and Heracles defeated the Giants and restored order to the 
world. 

 
Vocabulary 

Term Translation Use the word in a sentence 

courage (noun)   

universe (noun)   

balance (noun)   

battle  
(noun) 

  

monuments 
(noun) 

  

 
Multiple Choice Questions 

Question #1 Question #2 Question #3 

Why was Gaia angry at the gods? How did Heracles help the gods win 
the war? 

What happened to the Giant 
Enceladus after Athena fought him? 

A. Because the gods didn't invite her 
to their parties on Mount Olympus. 

B. Because Zeus locked up her 
children, the Titans, in Tartarus. 

C. Because the gods were planning 
to destroy the Earth. 

D. Because the gods stole her powers 
and made her weak. 

A. He used his magic to trick the 
Giants into fighting each other. 

B. He used his incredible strength 
and bravery to defeat key Giants. 

C. He built a giant wall around Mount 
Olympus to protect the gods. 

D. He convinced the Giants to stop 
fighting by offering them gifts. 

A. He was turned into a constellation 
in the night sky. 

B. He was buried under the island of 
Sicily. 

C. He was banished to the 
Underworld to serve Hades. 

D. He escaped to the sea and became 
a powerful sea monster. 

 



 

Question #4 Question #5 

What is the most plausible explanation, according to the 
text, for why Zeus needed Heracles' help to defeat the 
Giants? 

Based on the passage, what can you tell about Zeus's 
personality based on his actions during the war? 

A. The gods were too scared to fight the Giants on their 
own. 

B. A prediction stated that the gods couldn't beat the 
Giants without help from a human. 

C. Zeus was injured in a previous battle and couldn't fight 
at full strength. 

D. The Giants had weapons that could only be defeated 
by a human. 

A. Zeus is a fair and strategic leader who values the 
balance of the universe. 

B. Zeus is a kind and forgiving god who tries to avoid 
conflict whenever possible. 

C. Zeus is a cruel and selfish ruler who only cares about 
his own power. 

D. Zeus is a weak and indecisive leader who relies on 
others to make decisions for him. 

 
Short Answer Questions 
Write in complete sentences.  

Question #1 Who were the Giants, and how were they created according to the text? 

 

 

 

Question #2 Name two of the Giants mentioned in the text and describe one special power or characteristic of 
each. 

 

 

 

Question #3 What did the Giants do to prepare for the war against the gods? 

 

 

 

 
 



 
Open Ended Questions 
 

Question #1 
The story talks about how the Giants tried to change the world and take over. Have you ever 
wanted to change something big in your life or in the world? What was it, and what did you do or 
wish you could do about it? 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Question #2 
Heracles was important in the battle because he was both a god and a human. Think about a time 
when you felt like you had to use different parts of yourself to solve a problem. How did you use 
your different strengths to get through it? 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

Question #3 
The gods and Giants had different ideas about how the world should be. Can you think of a time 
when you had a disagreement with someone about something important? How did you handle it, 
and what did you learn from the experience? 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 
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