
AP U.S. History Review Socratic Seminar Summative 
Central Question 
What single event, movement, or historical phenomenon had the most significant impact on the development 
of the United States, and why? 

Guidelines 
●​ Focus on what actually happened and how it shaped the United States, not on counterfactuals. 
●​ Emphasize long-term impact, not just immediate outcomes. 
●​ All claims must be supported with specific historical evidence. 

Part I: Claim & Scope (Pre‑Seminar) 
1. Event / Movement / Phenomenon: 
 
2. Time Period(s) Most Affected: 
 
3. Themes of Impact (mark at least TWO): 
 

American and National Identity (NAT) Work, Exchange, and Technology (WXT) 

Geography and Environment (GEO) Migration and Settlement (MIG) 

Politics and Power (PCE) America in the World (WOR) 

American and Regional Culture (ARC) Social Structures (SOC) 

 
4. Working Claim (1–2 sentences): 
Explain why this had the greatest impact on the development of the United States. 
 
 
 

Part II: Evidence (2-4 Sources Required) 
●​ At least 1 primary source 
●​ At least 1 secondary source 

Source (author/title or description) Primary or 
Secondary? 

How this source shows historical impact 

   

   

   

   



 

Part III: Historical Impact Analysis 
1. Short‑Term Impact (immediate or within one generation): 
 
 
 
2. Long‑Term Impact (lasting effects on institutions, society, or identity): 
 
 
 
 
3. Connection Across Time: 
Explain how this connects to a later development in U.S. history. 
 
 

Part IV: Counterargument & Comparison 
1. One Competing Event or Phenomenon: 
 
2. Why Your Choice Was More Impactful (use evidence): 
 
 

Part V: Seminar Preparation 
One key point you plan to contribute: 
 
 
One specific source you will reference aloud: 
 
 
One question to push the discussion deeper: 
 
 

Part VI: Post‑Seminar Reflection (Complete After Discussion) 
1. Which argument/event/phenomenon most challenged your thinking, and why? Answer in a paragraph. 

 



Socratic Seminar Documents 
Please annotate the following documents before our Socratic Seminar. Consider how one or more might relate 
to the event/phenomenon that you chose as most impactful.  

Preamble to the U.S. Constitution, 1787 
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty 
to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.  

Frederick Douglass, “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?”, 1852 
Fellow-citizens, pardon me, allow me to ask, why am I called upon to speak here to-day? What have I, or those 
I represent, to do with your national independence? Are the great principles of political freedom and of natural 
justice, embodied in that Declaration of Independence, extended to us? and am I, therefore, called upon to 
bring our humble offering to the national altar, and to confess the benefits and express devout gratitude for the 
blessings resulting from your independence to us? 

… But such is not the state of the case. I say it with a sad sense of the disparity between us. I am not 
included within the pale of this glorious anniversary! Your high independence only reveals the immeasurable 
distance between us. The blessings in which you, this day, rejoice, are not enjoyed in common.-The rich 
inheritance of justice, liberty, prosperity and independence, bequeathed by your fathers, is shared by you, not 
by me. The sunlight that brought light and healing to you, has brought stripes and death to me. This Fourth 
July is yours, not mine. You may rejoice, I must mourn. To drag a man in fetters into the grand illuminated 
temple of liberty, and call upon him to join you in joyous anthems, were inhuman mockery and sacrilegious 
irony. Do you mean, citizens, to mock me, by asking me to speak to-day? 

…Fellow-citizens, above your national, tumultuous joy, I hear the mournful wail of millions! whose 
chains, heavy and grievous yesterday, are, to-day, rendered more intolerable by the jubilee shouts that reach 
them… My subject, then, fellow-citizens, is American slavery. I shall see this day and its popular characteristics 
from the slave’s point of view. Standing there identified with the American bondman, making his wrongs mine, I 
do not hesitate to declare, with all my soul, that the character and conduct of this nation never looked blacker 
to me than on this 4th of July! Whether we turn to the declarations of the past, or to the professions of the 
present, the conduct of the nation seems equally hideous and revolting. America is false to the past, false to 
the present, and solemnly binds herself to be false to the future. 

…. At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed. O! had I the ability, and 
could reach the nation’s ear, I would, to-day, pour out a fiery stream of biting ridicule, blasting reproach, 
withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke. For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but 
thunder. We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake. The feeling of the nation must be quickened; 
the conscience of the nation must be roused; the propriety of the nation must be startled; the hypocrisy of the 
nation must be exposed; and its crimes against God and man must be proclaimed and denounced. 

What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer; a day that reveals to him, more than all other 
days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim. To him, your celebration is a 
sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness, swelling vanity; your sounds of rejoicing 
are empty and heartless; your denunciation of tyrants, brass fronted impudence; your shouts of liberty and 
equality, hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious 
parade and solemnity, are, to Him, mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy-a thin veil to cover 
up crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a nation on the earth guilty of practices more 
shocking and bloody than are the people of the United States, at this very hour…  

But the church of this country is not only indifferent to the wrongs of the slave, it actually takes sides 
with the oppressors. It has made itself the bulwark of American slavery, and the shield of American 
slave-hunters. Many of its most eloquent Divines, who stand as the very lights of the church, have shamelessly 



given the sanction of religion and the Bible to the whole slave system. They have taught that man may, 
properly, be a slave; that the relation of master and slave is ordained of God; that to send back an escaped 
bondman to his master is clearly the duty of all the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ; and this horrible 
blasphemy is palmed off upon the world for Christianity…  

Americans! your republican politics, not less than your republican religion, are flagrantly inconsistent. 
You boast of your love of liberty, your superior civilization, and your pure Christianity, while the whole political 
power of the nation (as embodied in the two great political parties) is solemnly pledged to support and 
perpetuate the enslavement of three millions of your countrymen…  

Fellow-citizens, I will not enlarge further on your national inconsistencies. The existence of slavery in 
this country brands your republicanism as a sham, your humanity as a base pretense, and your Christianity as 
a lie. It destroys your moral power abroad: it corrupts your politicians at home. It saps the foundation of 
religion; it makes your name a hissing and a bye-word to a mocking earth…  

Allow me to say, in conclusion, notwithstanding the dark picture I have this day presented, of the state 
of the nation, I do not despair of this country. There are forces in operation which must inevitably work the 
downfall of slavery.​
 
Frederick Douglass, Oration Delivered in Corinthian Hall, Rochester (Rochester: Lee, Man, and Co, 1852), 
14-37. 
 

Lyndon B. Johnson’s Great Society Speech, 1964 
 
The purpose of protecting the life of our Nation and preserving the liberty of our citizens is to pursue the 

happiness of our people. Our success in that pursuit is the test of our success as a Nation…[I]n your time we 
have the opportunity to move not only toward the rich society and the powerful society, but upward to the Great 
Society.  

The Great Society rests on abundance and liberty for all. It demands an end to poverty and racial 
injustice, to which we are totally committed in our time. But that is just the beginning. The Great Society is a 
place where every child can find knowledge to enrich his mind and to enlarge his talents. It is a place where 
leisure is a welcome chance to build and reflect, not a feared cause of boredom and restlessness.  

But most of all, the Great Society is not a safe harbor, a resting place, a final objective, a finished work. 
It is a challenge constantly renewed, beckoning us toward a destiny where the meaning of our lives matches 
the marvelous products of our labor.  

So I want to talk to you today about three places where we begin to build the Great Society in our cities, 
in our countryside, and in our classrooms… In the remainder of this century urban population will double, city 
land will double, and we will have to build homes, highways, and facilities equal to all those built since this 
country was first settled. So in the next 40 years we must re-build the entire urban United States…Our society 
will never be great until our cities are great.  

A second place where we begin to build the Great Society is in our countryside. We have always prided 
ourselves on being not only America the strong and America the free, but America the beautiful. Today that 
beauty is in danger. The water we drink, the food we eat, the very air that we breathe, are threatened with 
pollution.  

A third place to build the Great Society is in the classrooms of America…We must seek an educational 
system which grows in excellence as it grows in size. This means better training for our teachers. It means 
preparing youth to enjoy their hours of leisure as well as their hours of labor. It means exploring new 
techniques of teaching, to find new ways to stimulate the love of learning and the capacity for creation. 

These are three of the central issues of the Great Society. While our Government has many programs 
directed at those issues, I do not pretend that we have the full answer to those problems.  



But I do promise this: We are going to assemble the best thought and the broadest knowledge from all 
over the world to find those answers for America. I intend to establish working groups to prepare a series of 
White House conferences and meetings on the cities, on natural beauty, on the quality of education, and on 
other emerging challenges. And from these meetings and from this inspiration and from these studies we will 
begin to set our course toward the Great Society…  

Gettysburg Address, 1863 
Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in 

Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. 
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so 

dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion 
of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is 
altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. 

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not hallow -- this ground. 
The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or 
detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did 
here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have 
thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that 
from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of 
devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under 
God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, 
shall not perish from the earth. 
Abraham Lincoln​
November 19, 1863 

Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives, 1890 
Long ago it was said that “one half of the world does not know how the other half lives.” That was true 

then. It did not know because it did not care. The half that was on top cared little for the struggles, and less for 
the fate of those who were underneath, so long as it was able to hold them there and keep its own seat. There 
came a time when the discomfort and crowding below were so great, and the consequent upheavals so violent, 
that it was no longer an easy thing to do, and then the upper half fell to inquiring what was the matter. 
Information on the subject has been accumulating rapidly since, and the whole world has had its hands full 
answering for its old ignorance. 

In New York … the boundary line of the Other Half lies through the tenements. … To-day three-fourths 
of its people live in the tenements, and the nineteenth century drift of the population to the cities is sending 
ever-increasing multitudes to crowd them. The fifteen thousand tenant houses that were the despair of the 
sanitarian in the past generation have swelled into thirty-seven thousand, and more than twelve hundred 
thousand persons call them home. The one way out he saw–rapid transit to the suburbs–has brought no relief. 
We know now that there is no way out; that the “system” that was the evil offspring of public neglect and private 
greed has come to stay, a storm-centre forever of our civilization. Nothing is left but to make the best of a bad 
bargain. 

What the tenements are and how they grow to what they are, we shall see hereafter. The story is dark 
enough, drawn from the plain public records, to send a chill to any heart. If it shall appear that the sufferings 
and the sins of the “other half,” and the evil they breed, are but as a just punishment upon the community that 
gave it no other choice, it will be because that is the truth. The boundary line lies there because, while the 
forces for good on one side vastly outweigh the bad–it were not well otherwise–in the tenements all the 
influences make for evil; because they are the hot-beds of the epidemics that carry death to rich and poor 
alike; the nurseries of pauperism and crime that fill our jails and police courts; that throw off a scum of forty 



thousand human wrecks to the island asylums and workhouses year by year; that turned out in the last eight 
years a round half million beggars to prey upon our charities; that maintain a standing army of ten thousand 
tramps with all that that implies; because, above all, they touch the family life with deadly moral contagion. This 
is their worst crime, inseparable from the system. That we have to own it the child of our own wrong does not 
excuse it, even though it gives it claim upon our utmost patience and tenderest charity. 

What are you going to do about it? is the question of to-day. It was asked once of our city in taunting 
defiance by a band of political cutthroats, the legitimate outgrowth of life on the tenement-house level. Law and 
order found the answer then and prevailed. With our enormously swelling population held in this galling 
bondage, will that answer always be given? It will depend on how fully the situation that prompted the 
challenge is grasped. Forty per cent of the distress among the poor, said a recent official report, is due to 
drunkenness. But the first legislative committee ever appointed to probe this sore went deeper down and 
uncovered its roots. The “conclusion forced itself upon it that certain conditions and associations of human life 
and habitation are the prolific parents of corresponding habits and morals,” and it recommended “the 
prevention of drunkenness by providing for every man a clean and comfortable home. Years after, a sanitary 
inquiry brought to light the fact that “more than one-half of the tenements with two-thirds of their population 
were held by owners who made the keeping of them a business, generally a speculation. The owner was 
seeking a certain percentage on his outlay, and that percentage very rarely fell below fifteen per cent., and 
frequently exceeded thirty. . . . The complaint was universal among the tenants that they were entirely uncared 
for, and that the only answer to their requests to have the place put in order by repairs and necessary 
improvements was that they must pay their rent or leave. The agent’s instructions were simple but emphatic: 
‘Collect the rent in advance, or, failing, eject the occupants.”‘ Upon such a stock grew this upas-tree. Small 
wonder the fruit is bitter. The remedy that shall be an effective answer to the coming appeal for justice must 
proceed from the public conscience. Neither legislation nor charity can cover the ground. The greed of capital 
that wrought the evil must itself undo it, as far as it can now be undone. Homes must be built for the working 
masses by those who employ their labor; but tenements must cease to be “good property” in the old, heartless 
sense. “Philanthropy and five per cent.” is the penance exacted. 

If this is true from a purely economic point of view, what then of the outlook front the Christian 
standpoint? Not long ago a great meeting was held in this city, of all denominations of religious faith, to discuss 
the question how to lay hold of these teeming masses in the tenements with Christian influences, to which they 
are now too often strangers. Might not the conference have found in the warning of one Brooklyn builder, who 
has invested his capital on this plan and made it pay more than a money interest, a hint worth heeding: “How 
shall the love of God be understood by those who have been nurtured in sight only of the greed of man?” 
 
[Source: Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives: Studies Among the Tenements of New York (New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, 1890).] 
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