
 

 Biology 1 

Syllabus - 2025 - 2026 
 

Mr. Drew Jensen 

Email: jensedr@masd.k12.wi.us   Phone: 262-363-6200 ext.25288,  

Availability: before school (library), pink/ green prep, after school until 3:15 

 

Course Description: 

This course is designed to develop Biology knowledge and science skills. The areas of study in this course are: scientific method, 
characteristics of life, biochemistry, ecology, microscopy, cells and their processes, genetics and inheritance, natural selection, 
taxonomy, zoology, and body systems. Laboratory investigations and class discussion are used to develop a greater understanding of 
living things in the environment. In addition, through the recognized achievements of individuals and diverse cultures, students will 
gain a historical knowledge and appreciation of the life sciences.   
 

Course Outline: 

Unit Topic Sequence: WI Standards  

1 
Nature of Life  (4 weeks, 14 lessons) 
●​ Lab Safety, Graphing, Scientific Method, Characteristics of Life, and Chemistry of Life 

SCI.LS1.A.h 
SCI.LS1.C.h 
SCI.LS2.B.h  

2 
Ecology  (3 weeks, 12 lessons) 
●​ Ecosystems, Populations, Communities and Ecosystem Dynamics, Humans and Global 

Change, and Microscopes 

SCI.LS2.A.h  
SCI.LS2.B.h 
SCI.LS2.C.h 

3.1 
Cells  (3 weeks, 11 lessons) 
●​ Cell Structure and Function, and Cell Transport 

SCI.LS1.A.h   

3.2 
Cell Energy  (3 weeks, 12 lessons) 
●​ Chemical Reactions, Photosynthesis, and Cellular Respiration 

SCI.LS1.C.h  

3.3 
Cell Growth and Division  (3 weeks, 11 lessons) 
●​ Cell Cycle, Mitosis, Meiosis, and Cell Differentiation 

SCI.LS1.B.h 
SCI.LS3.A.h 

1st Semester Exams 

4.1 
Genetics  (4 weeks, 14 lessons) 
●​ Intro to Genetics, Non-Mendelian Genetics, and Pedigrees 

SCI.LS2.A.h 
SCI.LS3.B.h 

4.2 
Molecular Genetics  (4 weeks, 13 lessons) 
●​ DNA and Replication, RNA and Protein Synthesis, Mutations, and Genetic Disorders 

SCI.LS3.A.h 
SCI.LS3.B.h 

5 

Natural Selection  (4 weeks, 14 lessons) 
●​ Darwin’s Theory of Evolution, Speciation, Hardy-Weinberg Equilibrium, Evidence of 

Evolution, Taxonomy and Classification, Kingdoms of Life, Dichotomous Keys, and 
History of Life 

SCI.LS4.A.h 
SCI.LS4.B.h 
SCI.LS4.C.h  

6 
Diversity of Life  (5 weeks, 20 lessons) 
●​ Microorganisms, Fungi, Plants, Invertebrates (Squid Dissection), Vertebrates, Body 

Systems, Feedback Mechanisms, and Fetal Pig Dissection 

SCI.LS1.A.h 
SCI.LS4.A.h 
SCI.LS1.D.h 

2nd Semester Exams 

 

Primary Resources:   

Google Classroom: Students will join this during the first class. All assignments and due dates will be posted here. 

Textbook: Miller & Levine, Biology. Savvas, ©2019 

Online Textbook: A link to the online textbook will be provided in Google Classroom.  
 



Grade Breakdown:  

Semester Grade 
Practice 

(Daily Work) 
Formative 

(Labs, Quizzes, Activities) 
Summative 

(Tests or Large Projects) 

90% 20% 30% 50% 

10% Semester Exam 

 

Grading Scale:  

Grade Percent Grade Percent Grade Percent Grade Percent 

A+ 97-100 B+ 87-89 C+ 77-79 D+ 67-69 

A 93-96 B 83-86 C 73-76 D 63-66 

A- 90-92 B- 80-82 C- 70-72 D- 60-62 

F   Below 60 

 

Late Work/Missing Work Policy: 

Mukwonago Area Schools believes that feedback is an integral component to student success in teaching and learning. 

Mukwonago High School expects that all students will turn in work by the intended due date to receive full credit and necessary 

feedback. Students will have the opportunity to turn in practice and formative assessments up to 2 school days late to receive 

partial credit.  
 

●​ Full Credit: Students might receive full credit if the practice or formative assessment is turned in on the due date.  

●​ Partial Credit: Students will receive partial credit if the practice or formative assessment is turned in up to two school days 

after the due date.  

○​ Biology partial credit policy: If an assignment is late, but we have not gone over the answers, the highest score that 
can be achieved is an 80%. After the answers have been discussed, the highest score that can be achieved is a 50%. 

●​ Zero Credit: practice or formative assessment can be turned in past the two days to remain eligible for reassessment; 

however, no credit will be given. 
 

Assessment Policy: 

Assessments are used to measure student learning of essential learning standards within a unit of instruction.  
 

Practice Work (Ex. In-Class Work, Homework): These during unit assignments provide a means for the student to practice 

content before a formative assessment check in with their teacher. This is when students should learn and practice new content 

and skills. These are generally graded by completion. *Not eligible for retake 
 

Formative Assessments (Ex. Labs, Quizzes, Activities, Small Projects): These during unit assessments are learning checks for 

both the student and teacher to see how well the student is learning the content and skills required for the unit. Feedback 

should be given during or after the assessment so students can learn what they already know and what they need to improve 

on. *Not eligible for retake 
 

Cumulative Summative Assessments (Ex. Projects, Essays, Presentations, Semester Exams): These end of unit assessments are 

final products of learning in which students have had several opportunities to make adjustments based on feedback. Retakes are 

not provided for these types of end of unit assessments. *Not eligible for retake 
 

Comprehensive Summative Assessments (Ex. Test): This end of unit assessment uses various types of questions that students 

have studied but not previously seen. Students are eligible to reassess if the following criteria are met:  practice and formative 

assignments for the unit have been completed and turned in prior to the summative assessment, student meets with their 

teacher to schedule a reassessment, and demonstrates relearning within 2 weeks of receiving the original assessment. The 

reassessment grade will replace the original summative grade, regardless if the new grade is lower than the original assessment. 

*Eligible for retake 
 



Materials/Supplies needed: 

​ Charged Chromebook and Charger (bring both every day) 

​ Pencils and/or pens 

​ Notebook or Loose Leaf Paper 

​ 3-Ring Binder, 1 inch or larger (a folder will work, although we give many handouts) 
 

Expectations & Classroom Conduct: 

●​Biology is a required course, one of your three science credits. You must pass it in order to graduate from MHS. Put in the effort 

now so you don’t have to waste time retaking it later. 

●​Homework, labs, and any other classwork completion is expected. Work is expected to be turned in at the beginning of class, 

on the day it is due (unless stated otherwise). If work is not completed by this time, it will be considered late. See the school’s 

Late Work Policy above.   

●​During class time when material is being presented or instructions are being delivered you are expected to be respectfully 

listening and participating in discussions. The information being shared with the class is important for everyone to hear. Listen 

to instructions the first time so as to not waste everyone’s time. 

●​Time during class to work should be used for Biology work. This is a time that you can work with peers, or get help from the 

teacher to clarify any topics that are needed. Time in class is a great way to avoid having homework.  

●​Food and beverages are okay to have in class. During class, all food and drinks must remain at desks in the front of the room. 

Make sure that all garbage ends up in a trash can, the floor and sinks are not garbage cans. Check the area you were in before 

leaving class. You are expected to clean up after yourself, not the teacher or the janitors. 

●​Your absence from class can greatly impact your success. When you are absent, please check the Google Classroom first for any 

details and assignments you have missed from that day. If you still have questions after that, then email or talk to your teacher. 

●​Tardiness will be tracked in Infinite Campus (IC), and the following steps will be taken for each occurrence: 

○​1st Tardy: Verbal warning 
○​2nd Tardy: 10-minute detention with the teacher (must be served within 2 days) and parent contact; administration will be 

notified through Educlimber. 
○​3rd Tardy: Teacher will submit an IC office referral. Administration will meet with the student, assign an after-school 

detention, and contact the parent. 
○​4th +: The teacher will submit an office referral in Infinite Campus (IC), and administration will determine appropriate 

consequences at their discretion. 

Academic Honesty: 

The Mukwonago Area School District emphasizes the importance of academic honesty and integrity as essential to education. 

Students are expected to complete and represent their work truthfully and are held accountable for academic misconduct, including 

cheating, plagiarism, and misuse of artificial intelligence. Teachers review the academic honesty policy at the start of each course. 

Consequences for dishonesty vary by offense: the first offense results in a zero on the assessment, parent contact, administrative 

review, and permanent ineligibility for National Honor Society; the second offense leads to another zero, a parent meeting with 

administration, and ineligibility for valedictorian or salutatorian honors; a third offense results in withdrawal from the course with a 

failing grade or audit status, and loss of honors pass privileges. 

 

Tips for Success:  

★​Expect to have work to do each day, but if you use class time well, you shouldn’t have much homework to do outside of 

class. Still taking 10-15 minutes to review daily content can greatly improve your understanding and grade in the class. 

★​Read GC posts and assignment directions carefully. Not only will they help you understand the content more, it may save 

you time on work you don’t have to complete. 

★​Ask questions and participate in class. When you are engaged and focused, your brain is more likely to retain information. 

★​Consider who you want to be and what that looks like. Then, consider if you are doing the things to get you where you 

want to be. If you aren’t, start making changes. This applies not just to our class, but to life as well. 

 

All Mukwonago policies & procedures will be followed and enforced in this class as outlined in more detail in the  

Mukwonago High School Student and Parent Handbook.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10Y6pugWuE2laqEK9xns0BncyVdar_efDol-eg84XxlE/edit?usp=sharing


Receipt of Syllabus 
 
I have read the course syllabus, student safety contract, and class policies for Biology 1. I understand the rigor of the course 
and what  is expected academically and behaviorally and accept the terms stated in this document. I also understand that I 
will not be allowed to participate in the lab, which may lead to reduced or zero points on lab assignments, prior to the 
completion and delivery of this form and the science safety contract.  
 
 

______________________________​ ​ ​  
Student Name (printed)​​ ​ ​  

 
______________________________​ ​ ​ ____________ 
Student Signature​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Date 

 
______________________________​ ​ ​ ___________ 
Parent/Legal Guardian Signature​ ​ ​ Date 

 
 
Parent/ Guardian, please list an email address that I can contact you with in case any questions or concerns arise throughout 
the school year. This email will also be used if you would like to get summaries about the work we are doing in Google 
Classroom. You will receive an email within a few days asking if you would like to be a guardian for your student, if you aren’t 
already one. You can then choose to receive updates daily, weekly, or not at all. The summaries will share missing work, 
upcoming work, and class activity. You can unsubscribe at any time. 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
​ ​ Parent/ Guardian Email 
 
Thank you for your help and support.  I look forward to enjoying a wonderful year with all of you! ☺ 


