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Abstract 

The Article details the importance of religious freedom in the United States and its armed forces, 
as well as the unfortunate history of non-accommodation that has plagued the military until 
recent years. It recounts the Supreme Court case law that led Congress to enact the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA), and it outlines the military’s reticence in accepting RFRA as 
the new standard in religious accommodation claims. Setting out an analysis for handing 
religious accommodation claims under RFRA in the military, it proposes a series of hypotheticals 
that demonstrate the kinds of issues the military will need to confront and accommodate if it is 
truly able to respect its members religious liberty, as well as the spirit and letter of RFRA. 
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