Phé Tong Théng Harris: da kéu goi Viét Nam tra tw do cho nhirng ngwei bat dong chinh
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Harris says she urged Vietham to free political dissidents
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Phé Téng théng Hoa Ky Kamala Harris cho biét hém thir Nam d4 néu cac van dé vi pham
nhan quyén va cac han ché déi véi hoat déng chinh trj trong cac cudc dbi thoai véi cac nha
lanh dao Viét Nam trong tuan nay, nhwng khéng dwa ra chi ddu nao cho thiy cac cudc héi

dam dé dat dwoc két qua gi.

“Chung t6i sé khéng né tranh nhirng van dé kho néi. Nhirtng cudc dbi thoai khé khan thwong
phai thyc hién v&i nhirng ngudi cé thé cé quan hé déi tac, ” ba Harris néi trong mot cuéc hop

bao & Ha N§i hém thir Nam.

Ba Harris cho biét da néi chuyén dac biét véi cac 1anh dao Viét Nam vé viéc tra tw do cho

nhirng ngudi bat ddng chinh kién, nhung khéng dé cap dén két qua cla cac cudc gép g&



dé. Viét Nam da gap phai nhirng chi trich trong viéc han ché quyén tw do ngén luan va bao
chi cling nhw dan ap nhirng ngwdi ma ho cho la bat ddng chinh kién. Nnwng ba Harris khéng
tra 1 khi dwoc hdi tai sao My ciing chi trich Trung Québc twong tw nhw vay nhwng lai mong

mudn cé dwoc mdt mdi quan hé ddi tac chat ché hon véi Viét Nam.

Nhan xét cla ba tém tat vé chuyén céng du mot tuan téi Déong Nam A, trong d6 ba gép g&
cac quan chirc hang dau & Singapore va Viét Nam nham tang cuéng sy hién dién ctia Hoa
Ky trong khu vire dé chéng lai anh huwéng ctia Trung Qudc & dé. Ba Harris da céng bd mét sb
théa thuan va vién tro méi cia Hoa Ky danh cho ca hai nuwéc trong cac linh viee nhw hop tac
bao vé& mang v&i Sai Gon va vién tro vac xin cho Viét Nam hién dang phai dbi dau véi dot lay

nhiém méi va ty 1& tiém chang thap.

Nhuwng hém thir Ndm, ba lwu tdm sang cac van dé xung quanh quyén tw do dan sy va nhan

quyén & Viét Nam. Ba Harris tham gia vao sw kién dwoc coi 1a sy kién “thay dbi” véi cac nha

hoat ddng vé quyén danh cho ngudi déng tinh va chuyén gi¢i — LGBTQ, va bién dbi khi hau.

“Diéu quan trong la néu ching ta phai dbi méat véi nhivng thach thirc bang cach cach hop
tac, chung ta phai trao quyén cho céc lanh dao trong moi linh vue, tat nhién la chinh phi va
cé céc lanh dao céng ddng, lanh dao doanh nghiép, xa héi dan sw, néu ching ta muédn ti da

héa cac ngudn lwc ma ching ta cung cé, ” ba néi.

Trong cudc hop bdo, ba Harris cling dwoc hdi vé cudc rut lui hén loan ctia Hoa Ky khai
Afghanistan, nhwng khong tra 10i trwee tiép khi dwoc héi Hoa Ky sé danh gia nhw thé nao vé
si thanh céng clia hoat ddng so tan. Vao théi diém quan chirc Hoa Ky canh bao vé cac mbi
de doa khiing b c6 thé xay ra dbi v&i nhivng ngudi My mubn rdi khoi Afghanistan & san bay
Kabul, ba Harris ciing bé qua mét cau hdi vé viéc liéu ngwdi My ¢ an toan hon bay gi¢ khi

Hoa Ky da rut khoi dé hay khong.

Trong khi ba Harris nh&n manh ring chuyén cong du Déng Nam A nhdm muc dich thuc day
mdi quan hé tich cuwc véi cac nwédc trong khu viec va mé réng sw hop tac va can dy ciia Hoa
Ky, ba cling chu trong dén thai dé cta chinh quyén Biden déi véi Trung Quéc, dwa ra nhiéu

canh b&o yéu ciu Bac Kinh chAm dirt hanh dong xam lwoc Bién Pong.



“Chung ta can phai tim cach gay ap luc va gia ting sirc ép, néi thang ra 1a Bac Kinh phai
tuan tha Céng wéc Lién Hop Quéc vé Luat Bién, déng thdi ching ta cling can thach thirc cac

hanh vi bat nat va yéu sach hang hai qua mrc ciia ho,” ba Harris tuyén bd hém the Tw.

Ba Harris né tranh cau héi khédng dwoc chuan bj sén vén lam lu m& chuyén céng du nwéc
ngoai dau tién t&i Guatemala va Mexico vao mua xuan khi ba néi véi nhivng ngudi di cw —
“dirng dén” — va viéc ba tlr chbi dén thdm vung bién gi¢i da bi ca hai dang Céng hoa va Dan
ch chi trich. Ba Harris da tra 1&i cac cau hdi ciia cac phong vién & nhiéu thei diém trong

chuyén di do, va tham gia mét cudc phdng van truyén hinh cap.

O chau A, ba Harris tap trung vao cac cudc hdi hop véi quan chirc va cac diém thdo luan cua
chinh quyén Biden vé Trung Quéc. Trong khi cac cau héi xung quanh viéc My rat khdi
Afghanistan dwoc dé cap dén nhiéu hon trong ngay dau tién & Singapore, ba Harris nhan
manh cung mét théng diép ma Téng théng Joe Biden va céc phu ta cta 6ng dwa ra — rang

MY phai tiép tuc tap trung vao cac cudc so tan va khéng xem xét lai nhirng gi da xay ra.

Trén duwong vé nwéc, ba Harris sé dirng chan tai Can c&v Tran Chau Cang-Hickam & Hawaii
dé gap g& quan nhan. Sau do, ba sé tap trung vao mét sy kién chinh tri Hoa Ky & khu vuwc
San Francisco v&i viéc Théng déc dang Dan chi California. Gavin Newsom hién d6i mat voi
ky bd phiéu bai nhiém.
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Harris says she urged Vietnam to free political dissidents
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U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris meets with civil society change makers who work on LGBT,
transgender, and disability rights and climate change, at the U.S. Chief of Mission's residence
in Hanoi, Vietnam, Thursday, Aug. 26, 2021. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)

HANOI, Vietnam (AP) — U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris said Thursday she raised issues of
human rights abuses and restrictions on political activism in her conversations with

Vietnamese leaders this week, but offered no indication those talks bore fruit.

“We’re not going to shy away from difficult conversations. Difficult conversations often must
be had with the people that you otherwise may have a partnership with,” she said at a news

conference in Hanoi on Thursday.

Harris said she spoke with Vietnamese leaders in particular about the release of political
dissidents, but did not describe the outcome of those conversations. Vietham has faced
criticism for restrictions on freedom of expression and on the press and a crackdown on
people it deems political dissidents. But Harris didn’t respond when asked why the U.S.

criticizes China for similar abuses, but is seeking a stronger partnership with Vietnam.
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Her comments capped a weeklong trip to Southeast Asia during which she met with top
officials in Singapore and Vietnam in a bid to strengthen U.S. engagement in the region to
counter Chinese influence there. Harris unveiled a number of new U.S. agreements and aid for
both countries in areas including cyberdefense cooperation with Singapore and coronavirus

aid to Vietnam, which is struggling with a new surge in the virus and low vaccination rates.

But on Thursday, she turned her attention to issues surrounding civil liberties and human
rights in Vietnam. Harris participated in what her team billed as a “changemakers” event with

activists working on LGBTQ rights and climate change.

“It is critical that if we are to take on the challenges we face that we do it in a way that is
collaborative, that we must empower leaders in every sector, including of course government
but community leaders, business leaders, civic society, if we are to maximize the resources

we collectively have,” she said.

In her news conference, Harris also fielded questions on the chaotic U.S. exit from
Afghanistan, but did not respond directly when asked how the U.S. would evaluate success in
the evacuation mission. Harris also ignored a question on whether Americans are safer now
that the U.S. has departed the country. A suicide bomb attack later Thursday — attributed to
the Islamic State group’s Afghanistan affiliate — killed at least 13 U.S. service members and

many Afghan civilians at the Kabul airport.

Harris later released a statement saying: “Our country is grateful to all our women and men in
uniform, and in particular, those working today to get Americans and our Afghan partners out

of harm’s way. And we will complete that mission.”

On her trip back to Washington, Harris stopped at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam in Hawaii
to meet with servicemembers. She had planned also to stop in California to appear with
Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom, who is facing a recall attempt. But Harris scrapped that stop

to head straight to Washington, her office announced.



She has been briefed on developments in Kabul and will continue to be updated as she

makes her way back to Washington, the White House said.

While Harris has emphasized that her visit to Southeast Asia is intended to foster a positive
relationship with countries in the region and expand U.S. cooperation and involvement, she
also ramped up Biden administration rhetoric toward China, issuing repeated warnings to

Beijing to end its aggression in the disputed South China Sea.

“We need to find ways to pressure and raise the pressure, frankly, on Beijing to abide by the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and to challenge its bullying and excessive

maritime claims,” she said Wednesday.

Harris avoided the unscripted gaffes that overshadowed her first foreign trip, to Guatemala
and Mexico in the spring, where her declaration to migrants — “do not come” — and her flip
dismissal of questions about her refusal to visit the border drew criticism from both
Republicans and Democrats. Harris took questions from reporters at multiple points that trip,

and sat for an extended cable news interview.

In Asia, Harris stayed focused on her meetings with officials and Biden administration talking
points on China. While questions surrounding the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan
dominated her first day in Singapore, Harris emphasized the same message delivered by
President Joe Biden and his aides — that the U.S. must remain focused on the evacuations,

and not recriminations about what went wrong.
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