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Command Terms – Where do they fit? 

Objective Key Command Term Depth 
 
 
 
 

AO1 Knowledge and 
understanding of specified 

content 

  
 

 
 

These terms require 
students to demonstrate 

knowledge and 
understanding. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

AO2 Application and 
analysis of knowledge and 

understanding 

  
 
 
 

These terms require 
students to use and 

analyze knowledge and 
understanding. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

AO3 Synthesis and 
Evaluation 

  
 
 
 

These terms require 
students to make a 
judgment based on 
evidence and when 

relevant construct an 
argument. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

AO4 Selection, use and 
application of a variety of 

appropriate skills and 
techniques 

  
 
 
 

These terms require 
students to demonstrate 

the selection and 
application of skills. 

 
 
 

 


