
Rafael Goldchain (born 1953 Santiago, Chile) 
 
Rafael Goldchain is a Chilean Jewish-Polish visual artist based in Toronto. Rafael obtained 
his bachelor’s degree in applied arts in photography from Toronto Metropolitan University in 
Toronto (1980), a master’s degree in fine arts from York University (2000), and a master’s 
degree in art history from the University of Toronto (2017). He was the recipient of the Duke 
and Duchess of York Prize in Photography from the Canada Council in 1989. In 1994 he 
began his teaching career at Humber College and in the Faculty of Animation Arts and 
Design at Sheridan College, both in Toronto. His work is in major collections, including the 
Bibliothèque Nationale, France; the Canadian Museum of Contemporary Photography, 
Ottawa; the Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art, Toronto; and the Museum of Modern 
Art, New York. 
 
Rafael Goldchain’s studio work is with photography. He has created a body of work through 
autobiographical series and social commentary of the life led by the people in Central 
America, predominantly in Mexico and Guatemala. Rafael has showcased in several solo 
exhibitions including I Am My Family at the Center for Fine Art Photography, Colorado 
(2015), the Scotiabank Contact Photography Festival (2009), curated by P. Elaine Sharpe, 
and at O’Born Contemporary, Toronto. His work has been part of collective exhibitions at the 
Koffler Centre of the Arts in Toronto, curated by Matthew Brower and Mona Filip (2016), and 
Trading Places (2005) at Le mois de la photo à Montréal.  
 
Rafael Goldchain artist website 
https://rafael-goldchain.squarespace.com/  
 
Rafael Goldchain profile Jews of Ostrowie 
https://jewsofostrowiec.com/rafael-goldchain/  
 
Rafael Goldchain profile LensCulture  
https://www.lensculture.com/rafael-goldchain  
 
Rafael Goldchain profile James Rottman Fine Art, Toronto 
https://www.jamesrottmanfineart.com/rafael-goldchain/  
  
Rafael Goldchain collection profile National Gallery of Canada  
https://www.gallery.ca/collection/artist/rafael-goldchain  
 
Rafael Goldchain collection profile the Museum of Fine Art, Houston, Texas 
https://emuseum.mfah.org/objects/62900/selfportrait-as-naftuli-goldszajn  
 
Rafael Goldchain profile Research Gate 
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Rafael-Goldchain  
 
Rafael Goldchain review by Richard Holden, 2022 
https://richardholden.ca/writing/reviewgoldchain/  
 
Rafael Goldchain collection profile at MacLaren Art Centre, Barrie, Ontario, 2020 
https://maclarenart.com/project/august-2020/  
 
Rafael Goldchain video Howard and Carole Tanenbaum Lecture Series, Image Centre, 
Toronto, 2020  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyyH_mbnxpM&ab_channel=TheImageCentre 
 
Rafael Goldchain press release Howard and Carole Tanenbaum Lecture Series, Image 
Centre, Toronto, 2020  
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https://akimbo.ca/listings/tanenbaum-lecture-with-rafael-goldchain/  
 
Rafael Goldchain review by Dorothy Lichtblau, collective exhibition curated by Matthew 
Brower and Mona Filip, Koffler Centre of the Arts, 2016 
https://thecjn.ca/arts/koffler-exhibit-investigates-immigrant-experience/  
 
Rafael Goldchain solo exhibition I Am My Family, Center for Fine Art Photography, Colorado, 
2015 
https://c4fap.org/i-am-my-family-rafael-goldchain  
 
Rafael Goldchain press release collective exhibition curated by Deanna Di Lello, The Gallery 
at the J, Miles Nadal Jewish Community Centre, Toronto, 2015 
https://www.artoronto.ca/?p=27995  
 
Rafael Goldchain MFA thesis by Amanda Burstein, Remembering Who We Are in the 
Post-Holocaust Diaspora: Memory, Imagination, and Identity in the Work of Rafael Goldchain 
and Angela Grossmann, 2013   
https://spectrum.library.concordia.ca/id/eprint/977924/1/Burstein_MA_F2013.pdf  
 
Rafael Goldchain essay by Elise Polkinghorne, 2013   
https://journals.uvic.ca/index.php/arbutus/article/view/12699  
 
Rafael Goldchain review by Aline Smithson, 2012 
http://lenscratch.com/2012/09/rafael-goldchain/  
 
Rafael Goldchain interview by Art & Culture Maven, 2010 
https://www.artandculturemaven.com/2010/10/talking-with-photographic-artist-rafael.html 
 
Rafael Goldchain essay by Rosa Saverino, Performances of Self: Becoming the Family 
Album in Rafael Goldchain’s I Am My Family, 2009-2010  
https://www.holycross.edu/sites/default/files/files/interfaces/saverino.pdf  
 
Rafael Goldchain solo exhibition I Am My Family, curated by P. Elaine Sharpe, O’Born 
Contemporary, Toronto, 2009 
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Rafael Goldchain solo exhibition I Am My Family, curated by P. Elaine Sharpe, O’Born 
Contemporary, Toronto, 2009 
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Rafael Goldchain solo exhibition Familial Ground, Blue Sky Gallery, Oregon Center for 
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Rafael Goldchain interview by photography.ca, podcast episode 29, 2007 
http://www.photography.ca/fine-art-photographers/goldchain/  
 
Rafael Goldchain audio interview by photography.ca, podcast episode 29, 2007 
http://www.photography.ca/wp-content/uploads/photo-podcast-29.mp3  
 
Rafael Goldchain solo exhibition Rafael Goldchain, Connexion Artist-Run Centre, 
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Rafael Goldchain collective exhibition Trading Places, Le mois de la photo à Montréal, 2005  
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