Why | Think Participation is the Heart of the Matter

“It is only with one’s heart that one can see clearly. What is essential is invisible to the

eye.

For me, the fox’s secret, told to the little prince, expresses something deeply
fundamental to Midburn.

About a year ago, there was a video circulating online, about an event organised by
some high-tech company for its employees “in the spirit of the Burn”. Everything was
there - desert, party, lights all over, costumes adorned with colourful LEDs, jugglers,
fire shows, food, gifting, and wild art. To an outside observer, it really seemed to have
everything. Actually, everything was indeed there, except for the Burn spirit.

I will not get into the heated discussion ensued in our groups after the video, about
whether that event is to be considered a positive outcome of the Burn influence, or
whether it is cultural theft, secularising the Burn spirit into a shiny, empty imitation.
The eye alone could not have seen the difference between that and the real thing,
but | have no doubt that the heart felt it well.

The cosmic energy which cannot be felt, nor easily seen, the secret ingredient that
makes Midburn not just a festival is participation. It's bringing the participants’ own
creation. Participation is not a mere means to create a beautiful, diverse and creative
event, rather, it is the essence itself. Participation is not our tool, it is our
purpose. It is not the “how”, it is the “why”.

People form content

The Burn culture, founded in San Francisco, was based on critical ideas concerning
current-day society. Larry Harvey, the SF Cacophony Society, and the early
participants had some sharp criticism of art in the modern world, echoing a protest
movement that began with Frankfurt School’s Walter Benjamin who wrote "The Work
of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction" and continued with Guy-Ernest
Debord’'s “The Society of the Spectacle”. The power to create images and
representations, they claimed, was recruited by a ruling class in order to assimilate
its (primarily commercial) messages, turning people into consumers, imitators,
conformists, and lacking authenticity. In other words - the content forms the people.
The Burn founders meant to revolutionise the current order, to where the
people, all people, will form content.

Once in a while we play the thought experiment where we subtract single
components from the whole, and ask when does it stop being itself. | think there are
several elements in Midburn, which could have been removed if we had to, without
Midburn ceasing to be itself. Nevertheless, | think “participation” is the one element
without which Midburn could never exist (even by a big production company and a
huge budget). The experience of creation forever differs from the experience of
consumerism. It is concentrated, and it erupts and radiates outward from every
person or art installation, and from every corner of the Playa.



Our healing process and our transition from consumers to creators is the heart
of the matter. It is what generates the experience of euphoria, partnership,
friendship, the joy of doing, and our great transformation. Participation is
Midburn’s big X-factor. Even when it is invisible to the eye, the heart senses it
well.
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