Resources: Bylaw proposal for town contracted waste collection, including universal curbside
compost pick up (updated 2/2025)

Official Actions Taken Since 2018

Board of Health action:

10/14/2021_Z\WA First Presentation to BOH

1/13/2022 BoH motion and 6/10/2022 BoH letter to Town Council

6/5/2025 BOH discusses update on Waste Hauler Proposal, agrees to continue support
8/7/2025 BOH sends letter urging actlon on the hauler proposal to the Town Manager

ZWA Qrogosed amended redllned version of BoH regs

Town Council action:

8/15/2022 bylaw proposal

8/15/2022 slide presentation to Town Council
8/15/2022 supporting memorandum

8/15/2022 video of Town Council meeting, starting at 4:09

8/15/2022 referral to Town Services and Outreach Committee

12/3/2022 District 3 meeting presentation by ZWA

1/9/2023 adoption of 2023 Town Manager goal to pursue proposal

2-3/2023 USA Hauling and Recycling individual meetings with Town Councilors with USA consultant Stan
Rosenberg

12/23/2024 Waste hauler bylaw goals again added to Manager goals for 2024

9/9/2024  TSO hauler motion to recommend the Manager issue an RFP to haulers passes Council
unanimously

11/2024 Council unanimously votes to fund a consultant to assist with the RFP with $75,000

1/2025 Waste hauler bylaw goal again added to Manager goals for 2025

Energy and Climate Action Committee action:

11/2021 motion to support proposal
2/1/2021 lanquage in 2022 ECAC annual report

2022, 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026 request to add proposal to Town Manager goals (2023)

Town Manager/DEP action:

8/11/2020 DEP technical assistance grant award letter - best practices

6/24/2021 DEP MAC Veronique Blanchard presents results of first DEP technical assistance grant - First hour
11/10/2022_DEP technical assistance grant award - sample contract/RFP

8/2023 RFI

10/2023 receipt of RFI responses

3/28/2024 summary of RF| responses presented to TSO

2/2025 Manager meets with potential consultant for RFP

10/2025 Manager arranges with PVPC to be consultant for RFP

Town Services and Outreach Committee action:
10/4/2022 TSO workplan


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_7FLn6Ec6vypv9IbmCJHsuZURoezAH7V/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HHljA4qYIAx7Va7SDP_I1grjuQizVHyZ/edit
https://www.amherstma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/26305/JULY-1-2014-SOLID-WASTE-final-2?bidId=
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ex3LGQK9vyyPMI_F5jsgAQRXsSeSeJ8t/edit
https://www.amherstma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/62891/8b-motion-waste-bylaw
https://www.amherstma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/62934/8b1Universal-Composting-Bylaw-Presentation4-1
https://www.amherstma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/62890/8b-memo-aug-10-universal-curbside-compost-pickup-2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6IQVvykwGvA
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1keYfb-6NMpVyM77CnSmgDyl81YjcQjS83nKaytCXQmI/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VEuMPKdxd8o&t=351s
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-kjBM9WIwtHxiG_sTNPKjMpNBsX9aC2EjabLfuHmdWA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-kjBM9WIwtHxiG_sTNPKjMpNBsX9aC2EjabLfuHmdWA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gf-GhwIh7Fn8vx1Zu-rdl0_Gcg-2lohE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AR9Hy741fnLk-bfMff5xo1tJK-VL4bWkSpu_dai04Rw/edit
https://youtu.be/w7D6Zatt4ak
https://www.amherstma.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=3248
https://www.amherstma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/72097/2024-March-26-Request-for-Information-Response-Summary
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vfA7TJBIZkZFBX_lonCeUAl8HcYXjHcv/edit

3/2023 Zero Waste Amherst presentation of survey results
12/2023 carryover memo for newly elected Council

6/2024 Town Services and Outreach Committee unanimously votes to recommend the Town Manager issue an
RFP to local haulers to ascertain program costs.
12/2025 meeting to hear update from town manager and from consultant PVPC

Ambherst Climate Action Adaptation and Resilience Plan
6/2021 Amherst Climate Action Adaptation and Resilience Plan
pp.140-141

Endorsers/Frequently Asked Questions

District 3 ZWA presentation of hauler proposal, 12/3/2022

See ZWA website.

ZWA fact sheet

Studies, Reference Materials
Presentation on Zero Waste Options for the Town of Amherst, Veronique Blanchard, DEP, June 2021

June 24, 2021 TSO meeting, with Veronique Blanchard presenting - First hour
9 case studies, including

Smith College Capstone Project, Evaluating Solid Waste Hauling in Amherst, MA, Department of
Environmental Science & Policy, Smith College, ENV 312: Sustainable Solutions

Smith College Capstone Project, video presentation

Smith College Capstone project final report

Changing to a town contract (including Pay-As-You-Throw)

DEP presentation, Contracting for Solid Waste & Recycling Services

DEP Solid Waste Seminar slides - Contracting for Solid Waste and Recycling Services, attached

DEP sample municipal contract

Potential haulers: USA Hauling and Recycling, Republic Services, Casella, Waste Management, Compost
Cooperative, Triple T, Blue Earth Compost.

Including universal curbside compost pick up (Louisville, CO as model)
Louisville bylaw

Louisville, Co contract with Republic

Louisville rates from websit

Louisville financial data 1/2022 Basic info

Louisville enterprise fund budget FY22 p. 200-201

Louisville sample bill (with water bill

MA DEP 2022 listing of sites receiving diverted food scraps
Martin’s Farm Compost processing facility video



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Zosn1eqzRdz1quzzX6Bejy3vx0eJlTWs/edit#slide=id.g2198d7246c9_1_0
https://www.amherstma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/58981/Climate-Action-Adaptation-and-Resilience-Plan-Final-from-June-2021
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FJgs-x8zaGoePmDKBp3aj9D5BThkLIbMq1Jjy-LNzMM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FJgs-x8zaGoePmDKBp3aj9D5BThkLIbMq1Jjy-LNzMM/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VEuMPKdxd8o&t=351s
https://zerowasteamherst.wixsite.com/home/faq-the-2022-hauler-proposal
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h2zUQS15UHVmTQQFmvJ_sruXYFORlRYiD0HF4NQN7Sg/edit
https://youtu.be/w7D6Zatt4ak
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13vMyC8Nan5T4xNhilzKznxjkekISUFD9FGcbYuwvzq8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mvNK77mOkLSomzppKbxKd5-6yoZ3JAmb1y8TnKV2xZk/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=to__lCklZ1o
https://www.mass.gov/doc/model-contract-for-solid-waste-recycling-collection-services-0/download
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eE0MQtV6za3L4YpCm7lI6_4IzhIbPjpEAaAiIcnSpx8/edit
https://www.louisvilleco.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=28257
https://www.republicservices.com/municipality/louisville-co/rates
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yNGYQz5I-z393OOoLmA1FJ7OFDlo3k513REe-yV0ALk/edit
https://www.louisvilleco.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/33679/637768856373170000
https://www.louisvilleco.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/28473/637354295179600000
https://www.mass.gov/doc/map-list-of-massachusetts-sites-accepting-diverted-food-material-april-2022/download
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLeyWuG40Ko

Financials/Minimizing cost for the town

FY23 solid waste enterprise budget, p. 230
1/2022 DEP municipal solid waste and recycling survey

Comparison to other MA towns spreadsheet- in- progress (ZWA, 11/2022)
Draft list of how to minimize cost/staffing for town

DEP cart funding

DEP new PAYT curbside program funding

Join a Sustainable Neighborhood Team to help do the outreach to your neighbors once the program is
launched (and help with getting the word out about other climate related initiatives). Sign up here.

Media Coverage

11/11/2021- present Amherst Bulletin
See Amherst Indy for multiple stories
See Local and Green column in Amherst Bulletin for multiple stories

Hamilton, MA
5/11/2021 Hamilton mandates food waste composting

Lexington, MA
6/30/2022many-lexingtonians-want-to-bring-townwide-curbside-composting-to-lexington-what-could-that-look-li
ke/

https://www.lexingtongreenteams.org/home/lexpickup

Quincy, MA

11/30/2022https://www.patriotledger.com/story/news/2022/11/30/quincy-considers-curbside-drop-off-compostin
g-to-reduce-food-waste-landfills/69682432007/

7/2022 Boston’s new curbside composting program is here. The demand’s been there for a long time.

15 communities in CT
h JIwww.bi le.n

Louisville, CO
2/2019 Louisville’s new hauling program to include compost pickup across all pricing plans

California
12/2021 California goes to war with food waste. Composting is its next climate campaign.

Washington State
3/2022 New law in Washington State requires food and yard waste collection

Vermont
7/2020 Vermont just banned food waste in trash. Here’s how it works.


https://www.amherstma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/61440/FY23-Budget-Final-5222
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1x8X04np0dUm6HnqsjAJ_LX3s5g28OxEjEzYjb8gaySE/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lFai-Rhtt7ocSjRCseg_-oaYNctTXToRfn399X022xM/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j2HtYoMPFFl9Ro_EvYy7-nRLFFB8JBVP4MG2SGyMhvc/edit
https://www.mass.gov/doc/details-wheeled-organics-carts/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/details-pay-as-you-throw-assistance/download
https://zerowasteamherst.wixsite.com/home/sustainable-neighborhood-teams-sign-up
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ath02lyafrb_pFw63PjnsFKAPUUs9GrlPYcQVDtHzSY/edit
https://www.mma.org/hamilton-mandates-food-waste-composting/
https://lexobserver.org/2022/06/30/many-lexingtonians-want-to-bring-townwide-curbside-composting-to-lexington-what-could-that-look-like/
https://lexobserver.org/2022/06/30/many-lexingtonians-want-to-bring-townwide-curbside-composting-to-lexington-what-could-that-look-like/
https://www.lexingtongreenteams.org/home/lexpickup
https://www.patriotledger.com/story/news/2022/11/30/quincy-considers-curbside-drop-off-composting-to-reduce-food-waste-landfills/69682432007/
https://www.patriotledger.com/story/news/2022/11/30/quincy-considers-curbside-drop-off-composting-to-reduce-food-waste-landfills/69682432007/
https://www.wgbh.org/news/local-news/2022/07/29/bostons-new-curbside-composting-program-is-here-the-demands-been-there-for-a-long-time
https://www.biocycle.net/foodwaste-collection-connecticut/
https://www.dailycamera.com/2019/02/15/louisvilles-new-hauling-program-to-include-compost-pickup-across-all-pricing-plans/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-12-09/trash-compost-california-climate-change-law
https://www.biocycle.net/bill-to-reduce-food-and-yard-waste-in-landfills-passes-in-washington/
https://www.fastcompany.com/90523234/vermont-just-banned-food-waste-in-trash-heres-how-it-works

