
OUR SIMULATED WORLD 

Have we crossed over into Baudrillard's final stage of "simulacra," where "our models for the real have taken over the 
place of the real in postmodern society," or where the artificial has become preferable to the real? Or do we still value 
"authenticity" and "real" experience over the artificial?  What are the implications for human society, both positive and 
negative? 

Handout on Baudrillard’s “four successive phases of simulation” 

FOOD & DRUGS 

Food and Drug Administration: Broiler Chickens 

Artificial coloring and flavoring and scent (scent marketing) 

BGH – Bovine Growth Hormone 

FDA standards - i.e. amount of feces that is acceptable 

Meat substitute – mechanically separated meat, meat “filler” in tacos 

Pill substitutes for the “real” thing - opiates and antibiotics 

E-Cigs and Cigarettes 

 

BEAUTY & HEALTH 

Plastic surgery – face lifts, tummy tucks, botox 

Enlargements, enhancements, reductions, lipo 

Reconstructive surgery – artificial limbs, organs, etc. 

Tanning - tanning beds, tan in a can, etc. 

Hair color (extensions, wigs), straighteners and curlers, permanent make-up 

 

ENVIRONMENT & ENTERTAINMENT 

Sod, or football field turf 

Golf Courses (in Arizona, for example) 

Plastic plants and Christmas trees 

Air conditioning - climate control 

Las Vegas - The Venetian & Luxor 

Disney World - Sim Snow, Soarin’ Around the World 

Seaside, FL 

Virtual Reality and Video Games 

 

Consider the links as a starting place only, and seek to find the best and most recent source(s) for your specific topic. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NaYXGmNvkC9KT_HEp_HuTw3VfmnEBZvZiZT-xN5cv48/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/safety-health/product-safety-information
http://www.nationalchickencouncil.org/about-the-industry/statistics/broiler-chicken-industry-key-facts/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/rachelhennessey/2012/08/27/living-in-color-the-potential-dangers-of-artificial-dyes/#209d68be107a
http://www.businessinsider.com/facts-about-natural-and-artificial-flavors-2014-1
https://www.air-aroma.com/scent-marketing
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/cancer-causes/recombinant-bovine-growth-hormone.html
https://www.theguardian.com/food/2019/jan/27/the-trouble-with-fake-meat-beetroot-burgers-food-substitutes
http://www.slate.com/blogs/browbeat/2014/05/01/taco_bell_seasoned_beef_explainer_why_fast_food_chains_should_add_more_filler.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opiate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antibiotics
http://www.webmd.com/smoking-cessation/features/vape-debate-electronic-cigarettes#1
https://www.lung.org/stop-smoking/smoking-facts/whats-in-a-cigarette.html
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/03/23/about-face
https://www.drugs.com/botox.html
https://www.amputee-coalition.org/prosthetics-types-guide/
https://www.fda.gov/Radiation-EmittingProducts/RadiationEmittingProductsandProcedures/Tanning/default.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artificial_turf
https://wrrc.arizona.edu/awr/sp09/golf
https://www.apartmenttherapy.com/a-very-real-guide-to-buying-realistic-fake-artificial-faux-plants-249990
https://realchristmastrees.org/dnn/Education/Quick-Tree-Facts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chlorofluorocarbon
https://www.aeromist.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=venetian+vegas&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=0ahUKEwisgNuPrJrTAhUkllQKHdxeADQQ_AUIBygC&biw=1536&bih=731
https://www.google.com/search?q=luxor+las+vegas&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiahsG0zJzTAhVi74MKHSAOCO8Q_AUICSgC&biw=1536&bih=731
https://www.disneyanimation.com/technology/innovations/matterhorn
https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/attractions/epcot/soarin-around-world/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seaside,_Florida
https://edu.google.com/products/vr-ar/expeditions/?modal_active=none
https://builtin.com/media-gaming/future-of-gaming

