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The fiftieth anniversary of diplomatic ties between the European Union and the People’s 
Republic of China invites both retrospection and a critical re-evaluation. Over the past five 
decades, this relationship has significantly deepened, shaping developments across politics, 
economics, technology, trade, security, human rights, culture, and beyond. As the world 
navigates mounting uncertainties—from the United States’ retreat from the rules-based trading 
order and the rise of  disruptive technologies to broader geopolitical uncertainties—the 
EU-China relationship has reached a critical juncture. It does not exist in a silo; it is necessary to 
grasp the far-reaching implications of this relationship in order to address asymmetries and 
foster constructive engagement in face of uncertainty.  
 
This analysis comes at an inflection point in EU-China relations. The EU has characterized 
China as a “partner for cooperation, an economic competitor, and a systemic rival,” setting the 
stage for a more complex and calibrated engagement (European External Action Service, 
2023). At the same time, relations have fluctuated, particularly as China has engaged in a 
diplomatic charm offensive to expand its influence globally following the election of President 
Donald Trump. Against this backdrop, it is vital for the EU to adopt a strategic and balanced 
approach—one that prioritizes European values and interests, balances engagement with the 
U.S., and pursues mutually beneficial collaboration with China. 
 
Through this journal, we aim to present a diverse array of perspectives that not only reflect the 
depth and breadth of the EU-China relationship but also comment on its potential trajectory 
amid global uncertainty. 
 
Title: EU-China at 50: Cooperation, Competition, and Shifting Paradigms 
 
Link to PDF (for download button) DOI to the entire journal: 
https://zenodo.org/records/15778865  
 
Please include the links to each individual article 
 
Articles: 
 
Maintaining Mutual Understanding: The European Union’s Diplomacy in Hong Kong and 
Macau 
Alixia BRÛLE 
LINK: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15764143  

https://zenodo.org/records/15778865
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15764143


      
Charging Ahead: Assessing China’s Leverage and the EU’s Strategic Dilemma in the 
EV Transition 
Caroline SEIL 
LINK: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15763876  
 
Exporting the Chinese School: How Convincing is the Relational Theory of World 
Politics as Formulated by Yaqing Qin? 
Carys HOSKING 
LINK: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15763914  
 
Clashing Paradigms and Converging Imperatives of EU-China Climate Diplomacy in the 
Anthropocene  
Tin Maung HTWE 
LINK: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15763995  
 
Navigating EU-China Electric Vehicles Trade Disputes: A Game Theory Analysis 
Dr. Ruotong SHI & Hanyi ZHANG 
LINK: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15764048  
 
China’s Dominance in the Rare Earth Supply Chain and the EU’s Strategic Response 
Audrey BERDER 
LINK: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15778789  
 
Climate Cooperation or Challenge: European Media Perception of China in the Context 
of Climate Change  
Marie Sophie MAYER 
LINK: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15764082  
 
Navigating the Evolving Landscape: Intellectual Property and Technology Transfer in 
China's Electric Vehicle Industry 
Carolina FABARA 
LINK: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15778823  
 
European Guanxi 2024 Essay Competition Winner: Ecocide as a Threat to Global 
Security: Exploring the Recognition of Ecocide as an International Crime and its 
Implications 
Agata BIDAS 
LINK: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15764109  

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15763876
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15763914
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15763995
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15764048
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15778789
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15764082
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15778823
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15764109

