
CITING YOUR SOURCES in MLA FORMAT 
(from the MLA Handbook*, 8th Edition)  

*Go to Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab for questions or further info.  
 

 

WHAT SHOULD YOU 
LOOK FOR? 

HOW DO I TYPE IT? 

 (Times New Roman, 12 pt font, Double Spaced, Indent after 1st line) 

BOOK/PLAY 
●​ Author(s). 
●​ Title of Book. 
●​ City of Publication, (if 

published before 1900) 
●​ Publisher, 
●​ Publication Date. 

FORMAT 

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication, Publisher,       

         Publication Date.  

EXAMPLES:  

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. Penguin, 1987. 

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer  

         Tutoring. Allyn and Bacon, 2000. 

WEBSITE 
●​ Editor, author, or 

compiler name.  
●​ “Title of Source.” 

(article or webPAGE)  
●​ Title of Site. (ENTIRE 

website) 
●​ Version number,  
●​ Publisher, (Institution 

affiliated with the site)  
●​ Date of creation,  
●​ URL.  
●​ Date of access 

FORMAT 

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). “Name of Webpage or Article.”  

         Name of Site. Version number, Institution/Organization affiliated with the  

         site, date of creation, URL. Date of access. 

EXAMPLE:  

Dean, Cornelia. "Executive on a Mission: Saving the Planet." The New York  

         Times, 22 May 2007, www.nytimes.com/2007/05/22/science/earth/22 

        ander.html?_r=0. Accessed 29 May 2019. 

FILM/MOVIE 
●​ Title of Movie. 
●​ Director(s), 
●​ If relevant, list key 

performer names after 
the director's name, 

●​ Film Studio, 
●​ Release Year. 

FORMAT 

Movie Title. Director, Key Performers, Film Studio, Year.. 

EXAMPLES: 

Speed Racer. Directed by Lana Wachowski and Lilly Wachowski, 

performances by Emile Hirsch, Nicholas Elia, Susan Sarandon, Ariel 

Winter, and John Goodman, Warner Brothers, 2008. 

Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope. Directed by George Lucas. Twentieth 

Century Fox, 1977. 

 
 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/22/science/earth/22ander.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/22/science/earth/22ander.html?_r=0


WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE in my PAPER? 

IN-TEXT CITATIONS 

The in-text citation is a brief reference within your text that indicates the source you consulted. It 
should direct readers to the entry in the list of works cited. For the most part, an in-text citation is the 
author’s name and the page number in parentheses.  

When creating in-text citations for media that has a runtime, such as a movie or podcast, 
include the range of hours, minutes and seconds you plan to reference, like so (00:02:15-00:02:35). 
 

EXAMPLES:  

 

“Your actions make a difference—even the smallest ones everyday” (Wynes, 63).  
 

Imperialism is “the practice, the theory, and the attitudes of a dominating metropolitan center ruling a 
distant territory” (Said 9). 

 

WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE on the Sources PAGE? 
*Note: titling your page Works Cited means you actually quote this source and cite it. Sources means 
you may have read it and inferred how it applies, but are not quoting it directly.  
 

Sources 

Dean, Cornelia. "Executive on a Mission: Saving the Planet." The New York Times, 22 May 2007,    

     www.nytimes.com/2007/05/22/science/earth/22ander.html?_r=0. Accessed 29 May 2019. 

Harris, Rob, and Andrew C. Revkin. “Clinton on Climate Change.” The New York Times, 17 May  

     2007, www.nytimes.com/video/world/americas/1194817109438/clinton-on-climate-change.html.  

     Accessed 29 July 2016. 

An Inconvenient Truth. Directed by Davis Guggenheim, Paramount, 2006. 

Revkin, Andrew C. “Clinton on Climate Change.” The New York Times, 17 May 2007,  

     www.nytimes.com/video/world/americas/1194817109438/clinton-on-climate-change.html.  

     Accessed 29 July 2016. 

Uzawa, Hirofumi. Economic Theory and Global Warming. Cambridge UP, 2003. 

Wynes, Seth. SOS: What you can do to Reduce Climate Change. Ebury Press, 2019. 

“MLA Formatting and Style Guide." The Purdue OWL, Purdue U Writing Lab, 18 Jun. 2018. 
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