
Small Moments that Call for Social Justice
A Unit Framework

Rationale:
When we teach young writers to use their words to advocate for social justice, their understanding of
what it means to be of influence expands in ways that inspire humility and service to others.

This unit will empower writers to practice empathy as they investigate and define injustices that touch
the lives of those who are different from them. They will learn how to use their words to advocate on
their behalf as they call their readers to social action.

These are skills that all compassionate, engaged, and empowered community members possess. They are
skills that enable all great leaders as well.
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Common Core State Standards:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or
imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant
descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3.A Engage and orient the reader by
establishing a context and point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that
unfolds naturally and logically.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3.B Use narrative techniques, such as
dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3.C Use a variety of transition words,
phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one
time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships
among experiences and events.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3.D Use precise words and phrases,
relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture
the action and convey experiences and events.

Teaching Tolerance Social Justice Standards:

JU.6-8.12 I can recognize and describe unfairness and injustice in
many forms including attitudes, speech, behaviors, practices and
laws.

JU.6-8.14 I know that all people (including myself ) have certain
advantages and disadvantages in society based on who they are and
where they were born.

AC.6-8.16 I am concerned about how people (including myself ) are
treated and feel for people when they are excluded or mistreated
because of their identities.

AC.6-8.19 I will speak up or take action when I see unfairness, even
if those around me do not, and I will not let others convince me
to go along with injustice.
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3.E Provide a conclusion that follows
from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.5 With some guidance and support from
peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach,
focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.6 Use technology, including the Internet,
to produce and publish writing and present the relationships
between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact
and collaborate with others.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer
a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on
several sources and generating additional related, focused
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.8 Gather relevant information from
multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively;
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or
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informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.9.B Apply grade 8 Reading standards
to literary nonfiction (e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether
the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and
sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced").
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Essential Question: Which small moment stories do our leaders need to hear right now?
Form: Narrative Writing Informed by Research:

Task: Writers will investigate injustices that those who are different from them struggle with.
They will identify one person whose story must be shared with a leader who might listen.
They will practice empathy, engaging in varied research approaches that will deepen and refine their understanding of their subject’s
needs and experiences.
They will use their discoveries to draft a small moment story that will call readers, including leaders, to social action.

Prompt: How might you use your words to advocate for social justice on behalf of someone who is different from you?

Learning Targets:

I can write a story about a social justice issue that impacts
the life of someone who is different from me, in order to
advocate for him or her.

I can engage in different kinds of research to gather
evidence about the social justice issue at work inside my
story.

I can recognize and describe unfairness and injustice in

Using Guiding Questions to Create a Coherent Pathway Through the Process:

Why is advocating for social justice worthy work for writers? How might we
do this?

Why should we investigate the injustices experienced by those who are
different from us?

How do writers serve as allies to those who are different from them? Why is it
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attitudes.

I can recognize and describe unfairness and injustice in
Speech.

I can recognize and describe unfairness and injustice in
Behaviors.

I can recognize and describe unfairness and injustice in
practices.

I can recognize and describe unfairness and injustice in
laws.

I can describe the advantages and disadvantages my
subject has in our society, based on who he/she is and where
he/she was born.

As a researcher, I can pursue guiding questions that help
me discover things about my topic and subject that I may
not have intended to.

I can evaluate the credibility of my sources as well as the

important to consider the unintended consequences of offering help ? How
is this best accomplished?

How should our stories reflect the advantages and disadvantages that our
subjects experience, based on who they are and/or where they were born?

How do stories help writers advocate for social justice?

How do writers choose worthy social justice issues to address?

How does research prepare writers to advocate for social justice?

How can we use technology tools to curate facts and ideas, create our drafts,
and collaborate with others?

What kinds of research help writers deepen their understanding of social
justice issues? How will we use these approaches?

How do we recognize injustice in attitudes? Speech? Behaviors? Practices?
Laws? How can exploring examples of each make us better researchers and
writers?

How do writers evaluate the credibility of their sources and the statements
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statements they make.

I can use effective techniques, like focusing on one small
and meaningful moment, to draft my story.

I can hook my reader with an honest lead that surprises
them, delights them, pulls on their heartstrings, or
provides an uncommon perspective.

I can sequence the events of my story in a way that helps
readers understand and appreciate them.

I can use relevant details that deepen my readers’
understanding of the experience i’m retelling.

I can use my story to communicate an important point of
view and message.

I can use dialogue to reveal my subjects’ thoughts and
feelings about his or her experiences.

I can use transitions to sequence my story, to
demonstrate changes in time or place, and to show how
different events connect inside of my small moment

that they make?

How do we define our purposes and points of view as story writers?
What will our messages convey? How?

Who should read our stories? Why?

Which outlets will help us reach our intended audiences? Where might we
amplify our learning and work, so that others benefit from it as well?

How does focusing on small moments help us tell big stories well?
How do writers craft hooks for small moment stories that make their
audiences want to keep reading?

How do writers create a powerful sequence for their small moment stories?

How do writers use transitions to tell their stories well?

Which details must be added, if we’re to help our readers empathize with the
subjects of our stories? Which details will help them understand the
struggles that they face? How will we add them?

How do writers use dialogue to reveal the thoughts and feelings of our
subjects?
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story.

I can use precise words and sensory language to create rich
images that bring this experience to life for my readers.

I can create a conclusion that reflects on the events of the
story and calls readers to action.

I can use feedback from my peers and teacher to draft my
story and improve it over time.

I can use technology, including the internet, to create my
draft.

I can use technology, including the internet, to
collaborate with others.

I can use technology, including the internet, to share my
story with audiences who will benefit from hearing it

I can speak up or take action when I see unfairness, even if
those around me do not, and I will not let others
convince me to go along with injustice.

How do writers make their words more precise?
How does the use of sensory language draw readers closer to a story’s subject
and the experiences he or she faces?

How do writers use word choice and sentence fluency to create voice?

How can story writers create conclusions that call readers to action?

How do I ask for and provide high quality feedback?

Which revision strategies help me improve the content of my piece?

How is editing different from revision?

Which tools help me edit my work well?

How does publishing help us improve our thinking and our work?

How do advocates for social justice respond when others challenge them, in
order to encourage peaceful problem solving?
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Free Resources to Supplement Your Learning and work:

Teaching for Social Justice

Supporting the Writing Process and Craft

Coaching Peer Reivew and providing high quality feedback
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http://blogs.ncte.org/?p=7153
https://ttms.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByAmcTGb7fwWVUVTc2ZLYm16UUk/view?usp=sharing

