
WHAT DOES AN ENL TEACHER DO ? 

Help! I’m New to Teaching ELLs 

Yes, surprisingly this question is still asked by many people 
every fall and beyond!  

  -Many teachers/leaders think that ENL is a support service, 
but ENL is not an intervention. It is an integral part of high 

quality Tier 1 Instruction. The ENL teacher administers state exams like the new (WIDA 
ACCESS), and many are dually certified in ENL and ELA or pursuing other certifications. 

Teaching Roles The Mid-State RBERN ENLToolkit explains them well here 

-ENL is a stand-alone language development program.    

 The ENL teacher has many roles in school including:  

1. English Language Development (Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking)  see link 
 

Small group instruction/cooperative learning  

Use of bilingual picture dictionaries/glossaries  many visuals and: 

Scaffolding: sentence stems & starters, graphic organizers        Differentiation 

Linguistics    ENL Printables  4 Ways ELL Teachers Differ from Reading Teachers 

Academic Language           Vocabulary Strategies      Diffit-create and adapt materials 

Word Walls with Graphics & Anchor Charts 

Language Objectives Lesson planning to include both Content and Language objectives. 

What is Sheltered Instruction?  

Integrate Literacy with Content      Free Resources 

Culturally Responsive Teaching methods   Multicultural Books 

2. Provide Meaningful Access to Grade Level Learning ( Ex. Scaffolding, Language 
Objectives  
Activating Background Knowledge  
Comprehensible Input, (Can-Do Descriptors)  
Does not act as an Interpreter. What is an ELL Educator? 
Suggests content area strategies.       The same text at different reading levels 
How to be the ELL expert in your building even when nobody listens !! 
 

https://www.valentinaesl.com/blog/help-im-teaching-esl-next-year-what-can-i-do-now-to-prepare
https://www.valentinaesl.com/blog/responsibilities-of-an-esl-teacher
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access
https://midstaterbern.org/teaching-roles/
https://tankhuynh.com/language-specialists/
https://www.simplyieva.com/the-role-of-an-esl-teacher-what-do-they-actually-do/
https://tankhuynh.com/language-specialist/
https://sites.google.com/view/ell20/cooperative-learning-strategies
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-rbern/resources/bilingual-glossaries-and-cognates
https://www.savvas.com/resource-request/100-scaffolding-techniques
https://sites.google.com/view/ell20/differentiation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPNeF95jYic
https://supported.com/printables/
https://www.tesol.org/blog/posts/4-ways-teachers-of-els-differ-from-reading-teachers/?fbclid=IwY2xjawURBOpwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMVliTEdEZzhVVGdVRkg3RHNzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe-kQ8Rt23Jx_RTPqX5G1z5bTIJqPUM4S80_O3kCMao9867QrBqkG8oxw6gk0_aem_Apg1mjlXC_ZxKRSJaceEUw
https://sites.google.com/view/ell20/vocabulary-instruction
https://sites.google.com/view/ell20/vocabulary-strategies
https://app.diffit.me/
https://ellstrategiesandmisconceptions3.weebly.com/strategy-10---word-walls.html
https://achievethecore.org/peersandpedagogy/using-content-and-language-objectives-to-help-all-students-in-their-learning/
https://www.inspiringyounglearners.com/what-is-sheltered-instruction-and-are-your-ells-actually-getting-it/
https://padlet.com/paraisoj/ell-resources-ph4pf4olv598
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/free-learning-resources
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/culturally-responsive-misconceptions/
https://worldstories.org.uk/
https://sites.google.com/view/ell20/background-knowledge
https://sites.google.com/view/ell20/background-knowledge
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/can-do-ell/?fbclid=IwAR3yBt9G9mklGkSuLfNAXvmVsYJuQ9-dfOdsH5zo6bYyuV0oJevwdo2UvZQ
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/what-ell-educator
https://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2014/11/16/the-best-places-to-get-the-same-text-written-for-different-levels/
https://www.inspiringyounglearners.com/how-to-be-the-ell-expert-in-your-building-even-when-nobody-listens/?vgo_ee=OzUSDJBWNrkfruI%2BcpsH6HqkiPC7AaDmo0qXKeNWuLUGIcWEiiOl%3AjME3R%2BWGYMr5Yjz9lEk0PGOArmYsVRUx


3. Capacity Building: Advocating and sharing expertise with colleagues, parents and 
the local community through:  
Introductory Letters to Co-Teachers/Staff  Note: We have noticed that there are still 
many questions about pushing-in to a content area classroom. (Although the push-in 
model was done away with and replaced by Integrated ENL many years ago.) We 
recommend that you send your Introductory Letter along with “What Does an ENL 
Teacher Do?” to your Co-Teacher in the early fall. Give a brief explanation of what 
Integrated ENL entails. Co-teaching:  What is Integrated ENL? Isn’t “Push-in”  
obsolete? All ELL Tip Sheets (Includes Content Areas and Specials) 
 
Best Practices     
Involvement in teacher groups and ENL PLCs, sharing ENL Websites & Toolkits, 
articles, posting where appropriate & presenting at staff meetings and teacher 
workshops. 
 
 Vital ENL Contacts   Some Helpful ENL Resources      SIFE Students 
 
4. Provides Answers to Common ENL Questions  updated slide show to staff 
 
●​ ELL Tips for Front Office Staff 
●​ ELL Tips for Bus Drivers 
●​ ELL Tips for School Nurses 
●​ ELL Tips for Food Service Workers 
●​ Reading Tips for Educators 
●​ Parent Tips 
●​ Reading Tip Sheets for Parents 
●​ All ELL Tip Sheets (Includes Content Areas and Specials) 
●​ Best Strategies Library    Table of Strategies 

     5. ELL Family Engagement     

●​ Welcoming Parents 
●​ Who’s Who in Your Child’s School 
●​ Family Toolkit 
●​ At Home Learning Resources 
●​ More… 

 

 

https://minnetesoljournal.org/out-of-the-peaceable-kingdom-the-three-roles-of-the-esl-teacher/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/how-ell-educators-can-jump-start-collaboration-introductory-letters
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hKC-CEaw-RsfN87UbPWUBN5XNRhPyM-j/edit
https://midstaterbern.org/co-teaching/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/school-support/school-wide-support-ells-ell-tip-sheet-series
https://sites.google.com/site/eslruralmural/for-education-leaders/enl-best-practices
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IXvkzdpTMjZhj5-qxDOzwXWnf6fWjFie/edit?slide=id.p1#slide=id.p1
https://sites.google.com/site/northernenlplc/home
https://sites.google.com/ocmboces.org/midstaterberntoolkit/home
https://sites.google.com/site/eslruralmural/regional-contacts/vital-enl-contacts
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11inLY0_kw3mIQz7Vw_DNZGUwKRQ6-eV_/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xLSdmFi0pd71WLxUH2i_PacwnwoTOYmA/edit
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGMQ1HAAAs/-cFSsnLwNTekMcSyWNQaBQ/view?utm_content=DAGMQ1HAAAs&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hbc022a254e
https://weta.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=99dbefbe2b806335a7a8fe780&id=02741cd02f&e=8c074fcd4b
https://weta.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=99dbefbe2b806335a7a8fe780&id=71ade2a5ab&e=8c074fcd4b
https://weta.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=99dbefbe2b806335a7a8fe780&id=86015f99ba&e=8c074fcd4b
https://weta.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=99dbefbe2b806335a7a8fe780&id=db0c7f7dba&e=8c074fcd4b
https://www.colorincolorado.org/resource-library/reading-tip-sheets-educators
https://www.colorincolorado.org/guide/good-school-year
https://www.colorincolorado.org/reading-tip-sheets-parents
https://www.colorincolorado.org/school-support/school-wide-support-ells-ell-tip-sheet-series
https://www.colorincolorado.org/ell-strategy-library
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_smg32-dNBayLFRxeKa2KZvv2w_8R0vw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M-CPlYWibOkJk0yepJN02Vne4HTv0CVc/edit
https://www.inspiringyounglearners.com/5-ways-to-welcome-ell-parents/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/parent-guide-whos-who-your-childs-school
https://ncela.ed.gov/educator-support/toolkits/family-toolkit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F53cjOFmP0h-aHEBk9AyOCbjzG7DLmAELsvgDSM8Gx0/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.colorincolorado.org/families

