
WHAT DOES AN ENL TEACHER DO? 

 

 

 

Yes, surprisingly this question is still asked by many people every fall!  

  -Many think that ENL is a support service, but ENL is not an intervention. It is an integral 
part of high quality Tier 1 Instruction. They administer state exams (NYSESLAT), and 
many are dually certified in ENL and ELA or pursuing other certifications. 

Teaching Roles RBERN ENLToolkit explains them well here 

-ENL is a stand-alone language development program.   See link for more 

 The ENL teacher has many roles in school including:  

1. English Language Development (Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking)  

 
Small group instruction/cooperative learning  

Use of bilingual picture dictionaries/glossaries  many visuals and: 

Scaffolding: sentence stems & starters, graphic organizers        Differentiation 

Linguistics    ENL Printables 

Academic Language           Vocabulary Strategies 

Word Walls with Graphics & Anchor Charts 

Language Objectives are posted for students to see 

Integrate Literacy with Content      Free Resources 

Culturally Responsive Teaching methods   Multicultural Books 

2. Provide Meaningful Access to Grade Level Learning ( Ex. Scaffolding, Language 
Objectives, Activating Background Knowledge, Comprehensible Input, Can-Do 
Descriptors) Does not act as an Interpreter. Suggests content area strategies. 
 
3. Capacity Building: Advocating and sharing expertise with colleagues, parents and 
the local community through Co-teaching, Best Practices,    involvement in teacher 
groups, sharing ENL Websites & Toolkits, articles, posting where appropriate & 
presenting at staff meetings and teacher workshops. Vital ENL Contacts  

4. Provides Answers to Common ENL Questions   

https://www.valentinaesl.com/blog/responsibilities-of-an-esl-teacher
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xa0eda2EvLZNSwEF_ZyDCgYOwVXM9zRP/edit
https://midstaterbern.org/teaching-roles/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1U-rDNdtjpFFDh7qSMVcoHS1qdVNbcS0P/edit
https://sites.google.com/view/ell20/cooperative-learning-strategies
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-rbern/resources/bilingual-glossaries-and-cognates
https://sites.google.com/a/oswego.org/my-enl-page/home/the-same-text-at-different-reading-levels
https://sites.google.com/view/ell20/differentiation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPNeF95jYic
https://supported.com/printables/
https://sites.google.com/view/ell20/vocabulary-instruction
https://sites.google.com/view/ell20/vocabulary-strategies
https://achievethecore.org/peersandpedagogy/using-content-and-language-objectives-to-help-all-students-in-their-learning/
https://padlet.com/paraisoj/ell-resources-ph4pf4olv598
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/free-learning-resources
https://sites.google.com/a/oswego.org/my-enl-page/home/about-culture-and-ells
https://worldstories.org.uk/
https://sites.google.com/view/ell20/background-knowledge
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/can-do-ell/?fbclid=IwAR3yBt9G9mklGkSuLfNAXvmVsYJuQ9-dfOdsH5zo6bYyuV0oJevwdo2UvZQ
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/can-do-ell/?fbclid=IwAR3yBt9G9mklGkSuLfNAXvmVsYJuQ9-dfOdsH5zo6bYyuV0oJevwdo2UvZQ
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o5DGNAa_XiWLbtM-eVCAwlPoxjN652Qv/edit
https://sites.google.com/site/eslruralmural/for-education-leaders/enl-best-practices
https://supported.com/
https://sites.google.com/ocmboces.org/midstaterberntoolkit/home
https://sites.google.com/site/eslruralmural/regional-contacts/vital-enl-contacts
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGMQ1HAAAs/-cFSsnLwNTekMcSyWNQaBQ/view?utm_content=DAGMQ1HAAAs&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hbc022a254e

