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Sw ra do&i va str ménh cua no trong lich str giao duc bac cao cua Hoa Ky
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" Phép thir ciia mét nén van minh duroc xay dung trén tw do 14 céng dung ma con
nguoi lam tir tw do ma ho huéng duoc. D6 1a mét sw that bai khéng chi khi con nguoi
str dung né dé lam nhiing viéc sai trdi, ma con khi ho str dung tw do dé khéng lam gi
hét, hay lam it nhw c6 thé di dé dam béo cuébc sbng ho trong tién nghi céc nhan. Diéu
nay ding cho cédc thé ché chung ta nhur mét téng thé va cho college Hoa Ky ndi
riéng...Cuéc chién cua van minh khéng con duoc tién hanh niia & chién truong ma &
workshop, trén ban lam viéc, trong phong thi nghiém, va thw vién...Viéc cét yéu trong
nén van minh la sw chuén bj sén sang cua tudi tré cho céng viéc cua thé gidi; khéng
phéi chi cd sw cung cdp phong pht vt liéu, ma la mét sén phdm duwoc duc trong
nhiing dang méu tét nhét, duoc téi va hoan thanh véi muc dé cao nhét cla sw hoan

thién.
Lawrence Lowell

Hiéu trwéng cua Pai hoc Harvard (1909 — 1933), trong mét dién ttr truée sinh vién maéi

cua Dai hoc Yale, 1916".



Lo7 néi dau. Bai nay da duoc didng trong quyén Pai Hoc cla téc gid (Nxb Téng hop TP

HCM, 2019), muc 17, trang 467. Tac gia thay cén thiét dang lai trong ngi¥ cdnh quyén

séch H6n Bén Hoan Hao vira méi xuéat ban.

Nguyén Xuan Xanh

*kk

Péi chut vé lich sty clia danh tir college c6 16 dé gitp chung ta hiéu thém gido duc dai
hoc My. Danh tur college & My cd nhiéu nghia, ngoai mét loai trurong déc biét cd tinh
chuyén mén béc cao, nhung théng dung nhét la céac truwong cla gido duc dai hoc (sau
trung hoc phé théng), ndm trong mét dai hoc (university college), mét phan khoa nhw
luét hay kinh té (con duoc goi la “trurong”, school) ... hodc mét college déc 14p. Vi thé
nguwoi ta hay gap danh tor déi “collleges and universities”. Trong ngdén ngr dai chung

college am chi cé college 1&n dai hoc.

Cai thuong duoc goi “dai hoc cdng dbng” Ia cac community colleges ma nguoi My goi
trong hé théng céc colleges va universities ctia ho, cé ngudn géc tir Quy hoach téng
thé (Master Plan) cua bang California nhiing ndm 1960, sau dd lan téa dén nhiéu bang
khédc, nhdm phéan biét chirc ndng cla hé nay (2 ndm) so véi cdc hé 4 nam (State
colleges, dai hoc bang) va céc (vién) dai hoc nghién ciu (University) dao tao tién sT.
Quy hoach téng thé nhadm dép Umg sw ting vot cua sé sinh vién sau thé chién thir hai,
tao diéu kién cho moi nguoi duoc 1én dai hoc néu mudn. Luét Gl Bill ndm 1944 hé tro
dé&c biét cac quan nhan gidi ngd cd diéu kién di vao dai hoc hay college dé cé trinh do
cao hon. Anh hudéng cla dao ludt nay Ién sw bung né dai hoc va nghién ciru khoa hoc
cua My.

Do tinh d&c thu clda nd, ttr college Ia hoi ‘khé dich’ sang tiéng Viét. Nguoi ta khéng goi
la dai hoc ma Williams college, Amherst college, Swarthmore college, la nhimg college

vé liberal arts (gido duc khai phdng hay nhan van, xoay quanh di sén van hda cla van
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minh phwong Tay), ma diéu kién vao dé ciing khé khéng kém diéu kién vao Harvard,

Yale, Columbia (Vi Quang Viét).[1]

*kk

College 1a mét ddc thu clia nén gido duc Hoa Ky. O’ chau Au, hoc sinh trung hoc khi
bwéc ra khdi lycée hay gymnasium thi sé& I&n thang dai hoc ma khéng c6 “lép dém”
college. Phan nhan vin da duwoc dwa vao nhirtng ndm cudi ctia phd théng rdi. O’ Anh
gido duc nhan van chi danh cho moét thiéu sé tinh hoa (Devane). O My college cé

nhiém vu gido duc nhan van cho cip clr nhan (undergraduate).

Gido duc dai hoc Hoa Ky khé&i dau gan nhw cung lic véi sw bat diu cua hai giai doan
lich st quan trong cla chau Au 1a cudc cach mang khoa hoc va “thdi dai cda ly tinh”
(age of reason). Tac pham Ddi thoai giita hai hé théng chinh cla Galilei dwoc xuét ban
nam 1632, chi bén nam truwd'c ngay thanh 1ap college Harvard (1636); tac pham ké tiép
Discorsi cia Galilei vé co hoc xuat ban nam 1637, mot nam sau Harvard. Tac pham
Principia ctia Newton ra d&i nam 1687, va tiéu luan vé sw hiéu biét ctiia con ngudi clia
John Locke (An Essay Concerning Human Understanding) xuét ban nam 1690, ba nam
trwdc ngay thanh lap cua college thir hai, William & Mary. Thé ky muwoi bay va mudi

tam 1a thoi ky lap quéc cta Hoa Ky.

Céc céc nha gido duc dai hoc My, nhirtng ngudi da tirng tét nghiép tai cac college
Oxford va Cambridge, thanh 1ap khéng phai dai hoc ngay ma da sé 1a college, mé
phéng theo céc college Anh la nhirng cdng ddng nhd don 1é c6 chd &n & cho sinh vién
va thay gido; cac chwong trinh gido duc cling mé phéng theo cac chuong trinh cb
ng, kinh thanh, van chwong hay khoa hoc khéng-thwc nghiém ctia Cambridge va
Oxford da c6 tir thé ky 12 va 13, dwa trén hoc thudc l1ong. Ban than cla hai dai hoc
Anh nay vao thé ky 17, 18 va 19 ciing chi Ia nhitng college chir khéng phai 1a dai hoc
l&n. Cac collge My ban dau cé trinh dd gido duc chi cao hon trwdng trung hoc phd
théng mét chut. Mot diéu nghe hoi nghich ly la cac trwéng nay lai dwoc thanh 1ap ngay

& nhirng viing mé&i con it dan dinh cw va chwa c6 hé théng gido duc phd théng
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(Devane). Harvard khi thanh 1ap ndm 1636 chi 1a mét college rat nhd. Lép hoc dau tién
c6 chin sinh vién, cac hoc vién hoc chung khodng mwdi mén hoc, tat ca déu do vi hiéu

trwdng day.

College thutrng dwoc vi nhw “trdi tim” clia gido duc nhan van My. Vi nguén gbc gido
duc nhan van xuét phat tlr d6, va mot phan tir cac college hém nay, Woodrow Wilson,
v&i tw cach 1a (cwu) cha tich clGia dai hoc Princeton da tirng cé néi rang college “khéng
phai 13 noi mét thanh nién tim thdy nghé minh, ma la noi anh ta tim thay chinh minh.”
(Gonzalez) Wilson da c6 ky vong “bién cac thanh nién chang suy nght, chi biét thuwc
hién nhiém vu, thanh nhirng con nguoi biét twr duy”. Gido duc nhan van cé mbi lién hé
v&i vi thé xa hoi. Pay la truyén thdng gido duc cua ly twéng Hy Lap vé suw phat trién
toan dién con ngudi. Cac gia dinh giau cé thuwérng mudn cung cép cho con cai minh

gido duc nhan van, véi ky vong vao nhirng vi tri xa héi cao.

Thé hé cac cha lap qubc Hoa Ky, nhu Jefferson, Adams, Madison...dwoc dao tao tir
cac trwdng grammar school, tiép dén tai cac college, trong van hoa Hy-La. Grammar &
day khéng phai 1a van pham tiéng Anh, ma chi yéu van pham tiéng Hy Lap va La tinh.
O d6 hoc sinh dwoc day nhiéu tac gia cb dai Hy-La tir nguyén ngir, nhw
Demosthenes, Cicero, Herodotus, Thucydides, Plato, Caesar, Tacitus, Sallust,
Cato...Tham chi tiéng Anh khéng duoc day & dd, vi tdm quan trong ctia van hoa
Hy-La cho tudi tré. College thwdng ddi héi thém ba ndm nira tiéng Hy Lap va La tinh.
Céc vi cha 1ap qubc Hoa Ky 1a nhitng ngwdi chiu anh hwéng rat I6n cta van hoa Hy-La
trong tw twéng va hanh ddng ctia minh (ciing nhw chju &nh hwéng khoa hoc réat Ién
ctia Newton va Locke). Rdi ho khuyén khich cac con em minh tiép tuc hoc van hoa
Hy-La (Richard). Douglas Bush da chi ra réng & chau Au (it ra tr th&i Phuc Hwng dén
thé ky mwoi tam) cling chinh trén nén van hod cd dai nay ma da nay sinh ra nhirng nha
tw tuong Ion déc dao nhuw Copernicus, Kepler, Galilei, Machiavelli, Rabelais,

Montaigne, Erasmus, Spencer, Shakespeare, Bacon, Milton va mét chudi khac. (Bell)



Céc college c6 muc dich phat trién mét y thirc cia sy thdng nhat van hoéa va ban sac
tai mot dat nwéc mai qui tu con ngudi tr nhiéu qudc gia khac nhau clia chau Au.
College phat trién hoc thuat, chién dau chéng lai ngu dét va hoang da. College 1a sy
hé tro cho nha nwdc. N6 tao céng dan, 1dng trung thanh, theo tiéng goi clia lwong tam
va tin ngudng. College dao tao nghé nghiép (profession) va mét dao quan nha gido.
College “lam cho con nguw®i ngwoi hon, nhan van nhan ban hon; tang cwo'ng nghi luan
vé ly tinh, tri tué va tin nguwdng, va d& nhém lén cac dém Itra dan dwéng cia chan ly
trén tat ca cac dinh cao cla sy tén tai” nhw chd tich cla hdi déng quan tri college

California dién ta4 nam 1868. (Rudolph)

Trong hai thé ky 17 va 18, cac college Hoa Ky c6 mét sw chuyén bién nhat dinh theo
hwéng khoa hoc. Tuy xuét phat tor gido duc van hoa Hy La nhw mét tat yéu lich st
dwdi tac déng clia Phuc Hung va cla gido duc dai hoc thei Trung cb (triét hoc va khoa
hoc cua Aristote), nhuwng khoa hoc, thé hién qua triét hoc tw nhién, tham nhap dan
theo hwéng hién dai. Hé théng Ptolemy trong thién van bj “khai t&” nhanh chéng tai
Harvard ndm 1659, duoc thay vao dé bang hé théng Copernice. Triét hoc tw nhién
theo huwéng Newton dwoc phat trién. Khoa hoc tw nhién va toan hoc bat dau khdi
dong khi college William & Mary thanh Iap chiéc ghé gido s mén triét hoc tw nhién va

toan hoc vao nam 1711. Yale cling di theo Locke, Newton va Copernice.

Céc college dap &ng tét viéc dao tao nhan sw 1anh dao cho nha thd va nha nuéc,
cung cép cac nha than hoc, bac si, luat sw, chinh tri gia cho dén dau thé ky 19, khi cac
college t ra cirng nhac va tri hoan moi sy déi méi. Nhwng phai doi dén cudc bt pha
cubi thé ky muoi chin cac mén khoa hoc mai that sw tham nhap vao gido duc dai hoc.
Sw phat trién dat nwéc sau cudc ndi chién dat nhivng doi héi méi cho cudc xay dwng
céng nghiép hoa. Cudc cach mang cong nghiép th hai, cach mang céng nghé, &
chau Au tlr gitra thé ky 19 di&n ra manh mé. Gio trinh cb dién khéng con thuyét phuc.
Luat giao d4t ra doi ndm 1862 nhdm thay déi tinh hinh, khuyén khich cac nganh rng
dung cho néng nghiép va kinh té. Y twéng dai hoc bat dau bén ré. Nuwéc Blrc, véi cac

dai hoc theo kiéu mé&i (Humboldt), “tht dé cua tri thirc” clia thé gidi, tao ra khoa hoc,



cdng nghé va chuyén gia, anh hudng Ién 1&n Hoa Ky. Hang ngan thanh nién My db x6
di sang Plrc dé dwoc dao tao, va da mang vé nhirng y twdng cai cach cac college
theo hwéng nghién ctru khoa hoc, dao tao sinh vién graduate sau cir nhan. Hé théng
ty chon cac mén hoc (elective system), theo tinh than Lernfreiheit cia Humboldt, 12
mot sw phan hod manh mé gitra nhan van va khoa hoc. Khoa hoc tré thanh mét “dbi
thd” canh tranh “nguy hiém” cho nhan van. “Sy khac biét co ban gitra mét college va
dai hoc & cach nhin cta ca hai. Pai hoc nhin phia trwéc con college thi nhin vé phia
sau” nhw Edwin Slosson viét nam 1910 (Thelin). Nhwng céc college da lam mét cudc

tién hoa.[2]

Ngudi ta c6 thé phan biét hai giai doan lich sir. Giai doan t» 1636-1870, & dé chwong
trinh hoc ¢6 tinh chéat “khai phong”, tap trung vao di san van hda clia nén van minh
phwong Tay, tao ra cac nghé duong thdi nhw muc sw, bac si, luat sw, nha gido. Giai
doan th(¥ hai ttr 1870-1960 nham tao ra tri thirc méi, dao tao vén nhan luc (human
capital) dé (rng dung khoa hoc, céng nghé vao kinh té, dé tang trwéng GDP va thu
nhap ca nhan. Chwong trinh hoc it hwéng dén van hda ma dén “tri thirc hiru dung”
(knowledge for use) nhiéu hon, phan I&n cac khoa hoc tw nhién va khoa hoc xa hoi.

(Missions of the College Curriculum)

Sw phat trién vii bdo cla khoa hoc va chuyén mén hoé thé ky hai muwoi da lam giam
nhe di vai trd cla giao duc nhan van tai cac college. Nhan van khéng dwoc xem la hiru
dung, va sw chuyén mén hoa dé nhanh chéng tré thanh chuyén gia hay c6 nghé
nghiép s&m da thu ngan, dén nén lai va cé dong hon ndi dung ctia cdc mén nhan van.
CA4c gi4o trinh cé thé so sanh véi cac gido trinh c&n ban cla college dwoc dwa xubng
trong trung hoc cap ba. Nhan cach khéng c6 du thoi gian va vat liéu dé chin mui. Sw
cham lo va rén luyén tinh than cho sinh vién giam sut. Sw thu hoach kién thirc moi
nham t&i mot sw thanh cdng nhanh la quan trong hon. Tri thirc khoa hoc & Anh tir thoi
Newton d tang trwdng nhan déi cir khodng mudi Iam ndm mét 1an, nay chi con muoi
nam & My mét l1an. Con nguwdi phai chay theo van toc phat trién va gidm di sw phat

trién chidu sau cla tinh than va nhan cach. Sé lwong sinh vién trong 1&p cang déng.
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Su gidng day ngay cang it cé tinh chat ca nhan hon. M6t s dai hoc I1&n phai siv dung
dén mét sé lwong sinh vién graduate 16n dé chdm séc sinh vién undergraduate. Ngudi
ta bdo nén gido duc dang “ban sém Iua gibng”. “Dirng dé ho an vao lta giébng cla ho”,
Emerson néi, ham y réng sinh vién chua thé di strc dé tré thanh “nhirng ngudi Ién
tré” trwdc khi ching qua hét thoi nién thiéu. (Van Doren). C6 ngudi lo ngai rang phai
chang nuwéc My dang mudn quay lai nén gido duc khéng co college ctia Phap, Bic?
(Devane) Mét cach nghich ly, trong khi pham vi gido duc téng quat (general education)
& Hoa Ky bj thu lai cé loi cho sw chuyén mén héa hep, thi y twéng gido duc tbng quat
tré nén dwoc wa thich hon tai Anh, dac biét tai bay trwdng dai hoc méi dwoc thanh

lap trong nhirng nam 1960. (Bell)

Cac college, tuy yéu Iong md dao hon tri thire, danh wu tién cho tinh cach hon hoc

thuat, nhung chwa bao gi¢ két than véi ngu dét. (Rudolph)

Pai hoc ngay nay cang cam két theo dinh hwéng k¥ tri, nhw Bell viét: nghé nghiép,
chuyén nghiép va phung sy xa héi, nhwng mat khac né con cé vai trdo humanitas, nhan
van ma tuyén théng clia né dang c6 nguy co bj quét di b&i nhivng dong nwéc chay
xiét cda tinh thwe dung. Cac college nhan vén (liberal arts[3]) van con vai trd quan
trong trong gido duc dai hoc nhw nhirng céi neo dé gitr lai hdn nhan van, vi cai “minh
triét vén tiém tang va an nau trong ban nang” can qua trinh “chin mui vé tri thiec mot
cach tw nhién” trong sinh vién vén con dang mang trong minh “tha tinh” tw nhién cta
tudi thanh nién (‘adolescent beast’). (Devane, Bell) Giao duc nhan van cling con nham
“gidi phdng mét con nguwdi Ién (adult) trong dira tré”. Sy thu ngén lai cac nam college,
ting téc dwa mét diva tré nhanh chéng vao truwéng graduate, diéu dé khdng chi hiy
hoai d6i v&i college ma con dang lo ngai hon, cé thé hay hoai dbi véi ban than sinh

vién. (Bell)
California, Xuan Quy Ty, 2013
Xin doc thém vé chua dé gido duc khai phdng:

https://rosetta.vn/nguyenxuanxanh/tai-sao-can-giao-duc-khai-phong/
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Va sdp t&i thém médt quyén sach do ching téi cha tri, dé tai Tai sao gido duc khai

phong.
Ghi chu:
Nhirng trich dan trong bai cé thé dwoc tim thay trong sach Bai hoc, trong bai da dan.

[1] Trong quyén sach Hén dén hoan héo (A Perfect Mess) clia David Labaree, vé lich st
tién hoa clia nén gido duc cao & Hoa Ky, do chiing t6i chii tri va sé dwoc xuat ban tai
PhanBook d4u nam 2024, ching t6i da dé nguyén tir college, va cé |&i gidi thich tai

Sao.

[2] Tai Anh, tir sau gitra thé ky mwdi chin, Cambridge va Oxford cling chuyén déng, tuy
cham hon, it nhiét tinh hon Hoa Ky, theo hwéng mé hinh Blrc cta hoc thuat tw do va
nghién cru han Iam. Mot sy bién minh méi cho giao duc phéng khoang hinh thanh: do
la sw di tim chan ly, khéng phai chan ly vinh ciru, ma chan ly bat chot, dwa trén di
kién va ngudn gbc. Suw xuét hién ctia Ngudn géc céc loai ctia Darwin thic day cac dai
hoc Anh r&i bd gido duc nhan van cb dién dé chuyén sang dai hoc nghién cteu nhuw
Pwrc. Huxley quan niém “gido duc nhan van” hay khai phéng (liberal education) can
dwoc hwéng vao viéc ting trudng tri thirc con ngudi, va dwoc “xay dwng trén niém tin
khéng do duw rang viéc st dung tw do ly tinh, theo phwong phap khoa hoc, la phwong
phap duy nhat dé dat dén chan ly.” (Kimball) N&i dung clia gido duc nhan van da cé
nhirng buwéc chuyén qua cac thoi dai, tir paideia ctia Hy Lap sang humanitas cla La
Ma rbi artes liberales (liberal arts) clia thdi trung cb, humanism thdi Phuc Hung,
Bildung ctia Birc dau thé ky 19, va dién bién v&i nhivng thay ddi tuy thdi cho dén hém
nay. Muc dich cla gido duc nay ban dau |a tao hinh mdt con nguwéi toan dién (the
whole man), than thé va tdm hén (body and soul), giac quan va ly tri (sense and
reason), tinh cach va tinh than (character and mind), xem con ngudi la mét chi thé
tuyét dbi, khédng phai la “nhirng chiéc rang banh xe trong ¢ may chinh tri, hay cac con
ong thanh vién trong t6 ong”. Gido duc nhan van chi nhdm téi con ngudi tw né ma

khéng quan tam dén nghé nghiép hay kj thuat. Con ngu®i phai théng thao céc tac
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pham cb dién, phai 8n néi nhw nhirng nha hung bién, va phai ly luan nhw nhirng triét
gia (Marrou). Mdi thi va hoan canh lich st cé céi “gié giao duc nhan van” (khai phong)
riéng, v&i mot sd muc tiéu nhat dinh xuét phat tir tinh than ctia paideia. O La M4, muc
tiéu cla gido duc 1a phuc vu Nha nwéc, Nha nuwdc La M3, tuy van theo tinh than nhan
van cua thoi Hy lap hoa (Hellenistic). Sau khi D& ché tré thanh Kité gido, né phuc vu
Thién Chua. O Hoa Ky gitra cudc Néi chién va Thé chién Il, ngudi ta hiéu gido duc khai
phéng (liberal education) la cé muc dich giai phong (liberating) tri tué con nguwdi, lam
cho né ty do. Hai chir liberal va liberating dwoc hiéu 1a déng nghia v&i nhau, nhw J.
Dewey nhan xét (Kimball). Tuy nhién, legacy muén thu® cla cla gido duc cb dai dé lai
cho thé gi&i 1a “Gido duc cb dién van tiép tuc ké& cho ching ta nghe rang khéng cé
hinh thai chinh quyén nao, khéng nganh tri thirc ndo, khéng mén ky thuat nao, sé tré
thanh vinh vién 1a ctu canh cla tw no; béi vi cac thir d6 dwoc tao ra béi con ngudi, va
dwoc xem nhw dé phuc vu con ngwdi, nén ching phai luén luén, du két qua cla
chiing thé nao, phuc tung vao cach ma ching duoc sir dung cho mét gia tri tbi cao:

nhan loai.” (Marrou)

[3] Liberal arts cé khac véi humanities déi chit & chd cai sau cé thém phan lich st va
nhan manh cGia cdc mén hiung bién (rhetoric) va triét hoc dao dirc (moral philosphy).

(Sanz & Bergan)
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