All Doukhobors are Russian

Valeriy Kalmykov, a Doukhobor living in Russia, states that the Doukhobor Movement is historically rooted in Russia and
should not be divided by country; and, since North America was never attacked in war like the USSR, diaspora
Doukhobors never had to compromise their pacifistic ideals to defend their homeland.

JoOpsiit nenn, Opar Kysbma.

B crapomaBHue BpemMeHa, 1yX000pbl He MOTIIN OBITh HU
TOBapUIIaMH, HA KOJUIETaMH, HU MMAPTHEPAMHU U
oOparanuchk Apyr K Apyry UIMEHHO Tak. Eciii Mbl
SIBIIIEMCS TIOTOMKaMU CBOMX /OB U OTI[OB, YTHM MaMSTh
HaIIUX MPEIKOB U BEPUM B TOCIOZA HAIIETO, TO TI03BOJIETE

MHEC Ha3bIBaTh Bac 6paTOM.

Good day, brother Koozma.

In ancient times, the Doukhobors could not have been (in
Soviet terms) comrades, colleagues or partners, and
addressed each other that way. If we are the descendants
of our grandfathers and fathers, who honor the memory of
our ancestors and believe in our Lord, let me call you
brother.

Memns 30ByT Kanmsikos Banepuii. Mou npenku u3 pona
KamverkoBsix. KamMeikoBa MatpeHa u Tpoe €€ ChIHOBEH
Anuctpat, IBan 1 AHapel ¢ JkeHaMH, UMMUTPUPOBAIIN B
Kanany B 1899 romy n3 AxaJikalakcKoTo yesna

My name is Valeriy Kalmykov. My ancestors are
Kalmykovs. Matryona Kalmykova and her three sons
Alistrat, Ivan, Andrei and their wives, immigrated to
Canada in 1899 from the Akhalkalaki district of Tiflis
province. The eldest son of Matrona, Peter (my great-



Tudmmccrkoii rydepuun. Crapimit cbiH Marpenst, [Tetp
(moi1 mpaznen), Ob11 yOUT TaTapamu 3a HECKOIBKO
Mecs1eB nepes Boie3oM. Hamra ceMbst Obuta pasimydeHa
9THM HEJIETIBIM CTEYCHUEM OOCTOSITENbCTB. JTO ATHMHHAS
Y UHTEPECHAst UCTOPUSI MOCH CEMBH C TSHKEIBIMU
KU3HEHHBIMHU HEB3TOJJaMH U CYACTIMBBIMH MOMEHTAMH,
Oy/ieT rmepeiaBaThCsl HAIllMM JETSM Ha Jtonrue ronsl. Ho
MIOTOBOPUTH CETOJIHSA, 1 XOUY HE 00 3TOM.....

[IpounTaB Bce BalllM CTaThU U MTyONHUKALIUU, KOTOPHIC
HAaIlIe]l B MIHTEPHETE MHE JJaBHO XOTEIOCh HAIMCaTh BaM
MHUCHMO, HO KaK TO HE HAXOAMIOCh ¢I0B. CeroHs BUIHO
TaKo€ BpeMsl PHIILIO.

Cpasy oroBoproch, YTO HalIMCAHHOE HUXKE SIBIISETCS
HCKJIFOUUTENIBHO MOEH TOUKOM 3pEHMS, U HE OTPAKAET
MHEHUS HH AyX000pckoii oOmiHbI Poccun, Hu ubeit 6o
JIpYyTOil.

Bo Bcex Bammx myOiaMKaIus 4yBCTBYETCs HECKOHYaeMast
JM000Bb K CBOMM COIUIEMEHHUKAM, YBaXKEHHUE K
HCTOpUYECKOMY Hacienuo nyxooop. Hecs Opems
JOKYMEHTaJIbHOTO MMOBECTBOBAHMSI U IPOCBEIICHUS, BBI
JieflacTe HEOIIEHUMBIH BKJIaJl B HICTOPHIO AyX00OPUYECKOTO
IBIDKeHUS. B TO)Xe Bpemst BbI mUIIUTE 00
UCKITIOYUTENILHON POJIM WIIH 51 OBl aXke cKa3al 00
0Cco00M MUPOYCTPOICTBE H CAMOCO3HAHUN UMEHHO
«KaHaJIcKuX» yxobop. Hoporoit Ky3sma, Bce aemo B
TOM, 4TO I10 OOJIBIIOMY CUETY HOHATHE KaHACKHUM
Iyx000p, SBIAETCS] ICTOPUYECKUM HOHCEHCOM. B camoit
CYTH IIpo0JieM pycCKOTo OOrOMCKaTeIbCcTBa, He
CYIIECTBYET MOHSATHS HU KaHAJICKOTO nyxo0opa, HH
TPY3HHCKOTO TyX000pa, HA COBETCKOTO AyX00opa, HI
Jlake poccuiickoro ayxobopa. Jlyxo0op MoxkeT OBITh
TOJIBKO PYCCKHI M HUKaKO# Apyroil. OOBSICHIO TTIoUeMy. ..

Kak-To obmasick Ha 0JHOM aMepHKaHCKOM (opyme ¢
smurpanTamMu u3 Poccum, s cipocun cobecenHuKa, Kem
OH cuHTaeT ceds N0 HaunoHanbHOCTH. U momyuun
CIEeIyIOUIUI OTBET: « -S apMsHUH, U S U JETH MOU
OCTaHyTCS apMsHaMU BCET/a, Tie Obl OHU HH KUY,
Kakoi Obl BEpbl OHU HE MPUACPIKUBAIUCH, B KAKUX ObI
YCIIOBHUSIX OHH HE HaXOIWIHNCH». OITOT OTBET MOPA3HI
MEHS /10 TITyOWHBI AYIIH, TOTOMY YTO 3TO CKa3all YeJIOBEK
HE TOJBKO HE 3HABIIMM apMSHCKOTO SI3bIKA U TPAAULIMM,
(TIpeAKu KOTOPOTO €I1€ B YETBEPTOM ITOKOJIEHHUH BBIEXaJIH

grandfather) was killed by the Tatars a few months before
departure. Our family has been torn apart by these absurd
coincidence. It's a long and interesting history of my
family life with severe hardship and happy moments will
be transmitted to our children for years to come. But
today I don’t want to talk about that...

Having read all your articles and publications found on
the internet, [ have long wanted to write you a letter, but I
did not have the words. Today I see the time has come (to
write).

Specifically what is written below is only my point of
view, and does not reflect the views of Doukhobors in
Russia or elsewhere.

In all your publications there is felt an endless love for
his countrymen, and respect for the historical heritage of
Doukhobors. Carrying the burden of documentary
storytelling and education, you make an invaluable
contribution to the history of Doukhobor movement. At
the same time you write an exclusive role, or I would say
about a special dispensation and identity that is
"Canadian " Doukhobor. Dear Koozma, the thing is that
by and large the concept of Canadian Doukhobor is
historical nonsense. In the very essence of God-seeking
Russian problems, there is no notion of Canadian
Doukhobors, nor Georgian Doukhobors, nor Soviet
Doukhobors, or even Russian Doukhobors. Doukhobor
can be only Russian and no other. Let me explain why...

Once while communicating on an American (Internet)
forum with emigrants from Russia, I asked a friend what
he considers his nationality. And I received the following
reply : "I am Armenian, and [ and my children will
always be Armenians, wherever they live, whatever faith
they did not adhere to whatever conditions they may be."
This answer struck me deeply, because the man not only
knew of the Armenian language and traditions (whose
ancestors were still left in the fourth generation even with
Armenia, but in general it is unclear where), but as was a
person who has three generations should be ethnic



JlaKe HE ¢ TEPPUTOPUN APMEHUH, a BOOOIIE HEMOHITHO
OTKyZa) a YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIN yXKe TPpU IOKOJIECHHUS
JIOJDKCH OBITh ITHUYECKUM aMepUKaHIeM. Takie OTBETHI
s CABIIIAT M OT €BPEEB M MHOTUX APYTUX HAIMi, HO
HUKOTJA He OT pycckuX. OCHOBHBIM (haKTOp, KOTOPBIH
MOXeET OOBSICHUTh JaHHYIO IPUYHHY, 3TO TO, YTO
caMOuIeHTH(UKAIHS PYCCKUX HUKOT/IA HE CTOSIIA B
HAaIlleM HapoJie Ha epBOM MecTe. B cuity onpeneneHHbIX
HMCTOPHYECKHUX MPUIHH. M 3TO oTAenbHas TeMa s

ApYyToro nmucbma.

B Poccuiickoit umnepuu 10 1897 roga HanpoHanbHas
MIPUHAIEKHOCTh HACEIIEHUS OMPEeIsyIach 1o
SI3BIKOBOMY Y TI0 PEITUTHO3HOMY MTPH3HAKY. ITO XOPOIIIO
BH/THO TIO TIEPETIMCH HAaCceTeHns TeX JieT. Hano mpuHATh
BO BHUMAaHUE, YTO J0 3TOU MEPENUCH TyX000PhI yiKe
6omee 200 neT mMenn XapakTepHble 0COOCHHOCTH YKITaa
JKU3HU, TPAJIUIIUU, U BEPOUCTIOBEAAHUS. DTO TIO3BOJISLIO
UM OTIPEIIEIICHHBIM 00pa30oM COOI0NaTh UX COOCTBEHHYTO
normy: «Jlyxo00pom Hemb3s CTaTh, KM MOYKHO TOJBKO
pomuThes». DakTHUecKu Tyxo0opUueckasi OOIIMHA MOTIIa
CYIIECTBOBaTh UCKITIOYUTENBHO TOJIBKO KaK «TOCYJapCTBO
B rocymapctBey. [IpeBpaias wieHoB CBOEH OOITMHEL, B
rpaxiaH CBOero rocyaapcersa. [ocymapcTBo
«Jlyxobopusa». Yke Ha pyoexe 19 Beka. JlyxoO0opsr
ObUIM €IUHOMN CIUIOYEHHOHN HAallMOHAJIbLHON €IUHULIEH, HE
nerst ceOs HU Ha POCCUICKUX, HU Ha KaHA/ICKHUX, HU Ha
COBETCKHX JIyX000p.

Korna B meyaru nosBisiioTCs CTaTby MOJ 3aroj0BKaMHU
«Kananackne myxo00psl Kak MUPOTBOPIIBI » HIIH
«Poccwuiickue 1yxo00psl IPOKUBAIOT IPEUMYIIIECTBEHHO
B TamOOBCKOI1 00nacTu» aBTOPHI CTaTei, BO3MOXKHO,
0ecco3HaTEeNbHO Pa3phIBAlOT HCTOPHYECKOE U KYJIBTypHOE
Hacleue, eAMHOTO HAapoa, €AUHON HAIlUK, YHUYTOXKAIOT
KYJIBTYPHBIH KOZ[a, KOTOPBI TIO3BOJISUT UM IIOHUMATh
JAHHBIN BUJ KyJIBTYPBI, YHUKAIBHBIE KYIETYPHEIC
0COOEHHOCTH, OCTABIINECS AyX000paM OT MPEIKOB.
CoBpeMeHHBIE yX000pbI, TPOXKUBAIOIINE HA
tepputopun Kananpl, B cTpaHe, KOTOpas UM cTaja
BTOPOil POAMHOM, MPAKTUYECKN HE UACHTH(PUIUPYIOT
ce0st KaK pyCCKHE, MOXKET MOTOMY UTO CTECHSIOTCSI WIIH
0osiTes, cBoel npuHaIeKHOCTH. OMHAKO B MOEM
MTOHMMaHWH, 3TO UJICHTUYHO PYCCKHUE IIFON, Y KOTOPBIX
B (haMHIILHOM JpeBe HUKOT/A HE ObUIO HU €MHON BETKH,
HU aHIJIO-CAaKCOHCKOH, HU (hpaHIly3CKOU, HU

American. I heard such responses from Jews and many
other nationalities, but never from a Russian. The main
factor that can explain this cause is that the Russian
identity was never in our nation in the first place, due to
certain historical reasons. But that is another topic for
another letter.

In the Russian Empire until 1897, the population
ethnicity was determined by language and religion. This
is well illustrated by the Census of those years. We must
take into account that before this census, for more than
200 years characteristic behaviour was nurtured by
lifestyles, traditions, and religion. This allowed them a
certain way to comply with their own dogma:
"Doukhobors can not be (created), they can only be
born." Actually the Doukhobor community could exist
solely as a "state within a state." Converting members of
their community, in their fellow citizens — the state of
"Doukhoboriya." Already at the turn of the 19th century.
Doukhobors were a single cohesive national identity,
without dividing itself into neither Russian nor Canada
nor Soviet Doukhobor.

When printed articles appear under the heading
"Canadian Doukhobors as peacemakers " or "Russian
Doukhobors live predominantly in the Tambov region,"
the authors of articles, are perhaps unconsciously tearing
historical and cultural heritage, one people, one nation,
destroy cultural code that allowed them to understand this
kind of culture, unique cultural features, inherited from
ancestors Doukhobors. Modern Doukhobors living in
Canada, a country that became a second home to them,
practically do not identify themselves as Russian, maybe
because embarrassed or afraid of their affiliation.
However, in my understanding, this is identical to the
Russian people who have a family tree has never been a
single branch or the Anglo-Saxon or French or any other.
They partially remember Russian language by heart and
can recite the (prayer) "Our Father " or even a psalm, and
it seemed to maintain certain traditions.



KakoH-HUOyIh Apyroi. OHU 9aCTUIHO ITOMHST PyCCKUN
SI3BIK ¥ MOTYT HAaW3yCTh MpouuTarh «OTde HaID WIN
JaXe 1CajioM, U BPOJe KaK MOAJEPKUBAIOT
OTIPEJICIICHHBIE TPAIUIIUU.

CoBpeMeHHasi ICTOPUS, OIPEeNIIa CYyIb0y
JlyxobopuecTBa Tak, 4To JyX00OpHI BHIHYK/ICHBI )KUTh B
Pa3HBIX CTpaHaX, Ha Pa3HbIX KOHTHHEHTAaX, HO
Tyx000paMu 0CTaHYTCSI TOJBKO B TOM CITy4dae eciu
COXPaHST SUHYIO BEPY, KYJIBTYPHBIH KO, PYCCKUH SI3bIK
1 OyIyT ce0st OTOKECTBIATE Ce0sT B PyCCKOM HaIlue,
rpa)JIaHaMU KaKoi-Obl CTPaHbI OHU HE SBJISLTUCH.

Heckonbko ciioB MHe OBl XOTEIOCh CKa3aTh 00 OAHOM
WJCH WM KaK Bbl MHIIUTE QUI0COGHUH TyX000pOB, O
MHPOTBOPUYECKON MUCCHH WK narudusme. [lorsTue:
CHETPOTHUBIICHUH 37Ty HACHUIIHEM» HUKOTIA HE
MIPUHATIEKAIIO STHOKOH(PECCHOHATBHOW 00IIHOCTH
Iyxo00p, Kak ceidac 00T TOBOPUTH HEKOTOPHIE
3akaBKa3cKas ouccest IyXo00p TOBOPUT 00
o0paTHOM.MCcIeqoBaTeNd. B JOKyMeHTax TeX JIeT YeTKO
BUJHO, YTO IJICMCHHLIC TY3€MIIbI 33K3BK331)}I, HE
HCTIBITHIBAIIN WILTIO3UH 110 TTIOBOY MHPOIOOUBBIX HIICH
WX BBIHYXJICHHBIX cocefiei-nyxo0op. Jyxo0ops! gaBamu
TaKOH OTIIOp, YTO YBakKeHHE, ObLIO 3aCITy>KEHO
HCKITIOYHUTENLHO Yepe3 CHIIy. DTO TeMa He YacTo 3BYUHT,
B IIPECCE, TOJIBKO JIUIIb ITOTOMY 4TOOBI HE TOMATh
CJIOXHMBIIUECS CTEPEOTHITBI.

MeHs B JaHHOM Clly4yae HHTEpECyeT HOBEUIas UCTOPUSL.
B cBoem ouepke «KAHAJICKUE Y XOBOPBI KAK
MUPOTBOPLIBI» (x0Ts1, mo-MoeMmy, yOeKIeHUs! BEpHOE
Ha3BaHUe cTaThl «Jlyxob6opsl Kanaap! kakx
MHPOTBOPIIBD») BB MMUIIATE O 3HAYUMOCTH TSI MUPOBOTO
COO0O0IIECTBa POJIH TyX000p B MAIU(PUCTOM JBUKECHHUE.
He Mory ¢ Bamu He cornacutscs. Moé cepaue
MEPETONHAET PaoCTh, YTO MOU POJICTBEHHHKH,
npoxkupatroiue B Kanajse, He OTOLIN OT UJIeH U
BepoBaHUil cBoux npeakoB. A ropa stum. C apyroit
CTOPOHBI, KaK ObI MOATEKCT 3TOTO OYepKa, AaeT
OJTHO3HAYHYIO OLIEHKY, YTO «KaHaJICKHe
ITyXO00OPBI-MUPOTBOPITEI», a «Poccutickue myxo00opbl —
KaK ObI HEMOHSATHO KTOY.

Hoporoit Ky3ema. S MeHbIIIe Bcero xoten Obl Bac WTH
KOro-HUOY/Ib 0OUCTh JaHHBIM BBIBOJIOM U HE OyIy
Pa3BHBaTh 3TOT MOHOJIOT, HO CO CBOEH CTOPOHBI CIIEIA0
OJTHY MAJICHBKYIO PEMApKY.....

Modern History, determined the fate of Doukhoborism so
that Doukhobors are forced to live in different countries
on different continents, but the Doukhobors remain only
if you save one faith, cultural code, Russian language and
will identify himself equated himself in Russian nation,
citizens, which ever country they were not.

A few words [ would like to mention one idea or
philosophy as you write the Doukhobors, a peacekeeping
mission or pacifism. The notion of "nonviolent resistance
to evil" never belonged to ethnic and religious
community Doukhobor as popular as some researchers
say. The Doukhobor transcaucasian odyssey suggests
otherwise. The documents of those years clearly shows
that the tribal natives of Transcaucasia had no illusions
about the peaceful ideas of their displaced Doukhobor
neighbors. Doukhobors were given such a rebuff that
respect was earned solely by force. This topic is not often
heard in the press, so not to destroy the stereotypes.

I am interested in this case in recent history. In his essay
"Canadian Doukhobors as Peacemakers" (although, in
my opinion, and belief the correct article title is "The
Doukhobors of Canada as peacekeepers”) you write
about the importance for the international community as
a pacifist Doukhobor movement. I can not disagree with
you. My heart is filled with joy, that my relatives living in
Canada, did not deviate from the ideas and beliefs of their
ancestors. I'm proud of it. On the other hand, as if the
subtext of this essay gives an unambiguous assessment
that "Canadian Doukhobors are peacemakers " and
"Russian Doukhobors — as though it is not clear who
they are."

Dear Koozma. I least wanted to offend you or anyone this
conclusion, and I will not develop this monologue, but its
part will make one small remark. ....



Kanazckoe rocynapcTBo B COBpeMEHHON UCTOPUHN
HUKOT/Ia HE OABEPrajoCh HaIECTBUIO Bpara. M Hukorna
HaceneHne KaHapl He BEJIO KpOBOIIPOIMTHBIX CPaKEHUN
Ha BBDKMBAHUE HA CBOEH Teppuropuu. Tak niacur
uctopusi. I xpanut Bac 6or.

Bo Bpemss Bropoii MupoBoil BOWHBI, MJIN KaK IIPUHSATO
cuntath B Poccuu, Benukoit OTedecTBEHHON BOHHEI,
MHOTHE TyX000pHhI B3sUTH B pykH opyxue. Korma
(harmm3M MBITANCS YHUYTOXKUTH (PU3HUECKH BCIO
CIIaBAHCKYIO HallMIO, a €€ OCTaTKM MPEBPATUTh B pabOB.
Korma Coerckuit Coro3 o pazHbIM OLEHKaM MOTEPsLI
35-36 MUJUTMOHOB YEJIOBEK (COMOCTaBUMO
coBpeMeHHOMY HaceneHuto Kananbr). Kak 061 cMoTpenu
JTyXO0OOpHEI CBOMM IOTOMKAaM B TJ1a3a, OTKa3aBIIUCH
3aIlUTUTh CBOUX JIETEH U MaTepeil C OpyKUeM B pyKax?
I'me xaxplil TpeTUil YeI0BEK ObLI YOUT, YHUUTOXKEH,
nopaborteH. J[Ba Moux nema-ayxobopa, repoiicku
MOTUOIINX HA 3TOW BOMHE HUYYTh HE MEHBIIIC ABJISIFOTCSI
MUPOTBOPLIAMH, YEM TE€ O KOTOPHIX MUILIUTE BBHI.
W3MeHnu 11 OHU CBOMM MAaIU(UCTCKUM YOCKICHUSM,
B3sB B pykH opyxue? Het, nHade ObI BBl yuTaIIN OBI 3TO
MMICHMO Ha HEMEIIKOM SI3BIKE.

VY Hac pasHble Cyab0bI M pa3Hbie XapakTepbl. UToObI
Hay4YHUThCS IOHUMATh JAPYT Apyra He0OXOAMMO OOJIbIIe
obmarecs. Y Hac o0mas HCTOPHS, Y HAC OOIIHe KOPHH.
[Ipenku octaBuiy HaM OONBIIIOE HACITEIHE.
OcMpbICiIeHne, KOTOPOTO XBAaTUT €Ille He Ha OHO
MOKOJICHUE.

Bcero Bam xoporero, 6ory Hamemy ciasa.
Banepuii....

The Canadian government in modern history has never
been invaded by the enemy. And people in Canada have
not led bloody battles for survival on its territory. So the
story goes. And bless you.

During the Second World War, or as it was accepted in
Russia, the Great Patriotic War, many Doukhobors took
up arms. When fascism tried to physically destroy all the
Slavic nation, its remnants to turn into slaves. When the
Soviet Union according to various estimates lost 35-36
million (comparable to the modern population of
Canada). How would they also nurture their offspring
who looked in his eyes, refusing to protect their children
and mothers in arms? Where every third person was
killed, destroyed, enslaved. Two of my Doukhobors
grandfathers who died heroically in the war, are no less
peacemakers than those about which you write. What if
they changed their pacifist beliefs, by not taking up arms?
If they did otherwise you would be reading this letter in
German.

We have different lives and different characters. To learn
to understand each other we need to communicate more.
We have a common history, we have common roots. Our
ancestors left us a great legacy. Understanding that will
last more than one generation.

All the best, glory to God (within you),
Valeriy
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