All Doukhobors are Russian

Valeriy Kalmykov, a Doukhobor living in the Rostov district of Russia, states that the Doukhobor Movement is
historically rooted in Russia and should not be divided by country; and, since North America was never attacked in war
like the USSR, diaspora Canadian Doukhobors never had to compromise their pacifistic ideals to defend their homeland.

Kalmykov hosts 2 Russian websites: doukhobors.ru and doukhobor.ru/.

Google translated from Russian, January 2014. Last edited: September 1, 2026

JoOpsiit nenn, Opar Kysbma.

B craponaBHue BpeMeHa, Tyxo00pbl HE MOTVIH OBITh HU
TOBapUIIaMH, HA KOJUIETaMH, HU MTAPTHEPAMHU U
oOparanuchk Apyr K Apyry UIMEHHO Tak. Eciii Mbl
SIBIIIEMCS TIOTOMKaMK CBOMX JIEJIOB U OTI[OB, YTHM MaMSTh
HaIIUX MPEIKOB U BEPUM B TOCIOZA HAIIIETO, TO TIO3BOJIETE

MHEC Ha3bIBaTh Bac 6paTOM.

Good day, brother Koozma.

In times past, Doukhobors could not be (in Soviet terms)
comrades, colleagues, or partners, and they addressed one
another in precisely that way. If we are the descendants of
our grandfathers and fathers, honor the memory of our
ancestors, and believe in our Lord, then allow me to call
you brother.



http://www.doukhobors.ru
https://doukhobor.ru/

Memns 30ByT KanmbikoB Banepuii. Mou nipeniku u3 pona
KanmbixoBsix. KanMbikoBa MarpeHa u Tpoe €€ cblHOBeH
Ammctpar, MiBan u AHzapeii ¢ )KeHaMu, IMMHATPHUPOBAJIH B
Kanagy B 1899 rogy n3 Axankanakckoro yesaa
Tudmmccrkoii rydepuun. Crapimit cbiH Marpenst, [Tetp
(moi1 mpaznen), Ob1T1 yOUT TaTapamu 3a HECKOJIBKO
MecsLeB nepen Beie3oM. Hara ceMbst Obuta pasirydeHa
3THM HEJIETIBIM CTEYCHUEM OOCTOSITENbCTB. JTO ATHMHHAS
Y MHTEpECHAsI UCTOPHS MOEH CEMBH C TSKEJIBIMH
KU3HEHHBIMHU HEB3TOJJaMH U CYACTIMBBIMH MOMEHTAMH,
OyZeT mepeaaBaThCs HAIIM JIETSIM Ha jonrue roasl. Ho
MIOTOBOPHTH CETOMHS, I XOUy HE 00 3TOM.....

[IpounTaB Bce BallM CTaThU U MyONHUKALIUU, KOTOPHIC
HAaIlIe]l B MIHTEPHETE MHE JJaBHO XOTEIOCh HAIMCaTh BaM
MHUCHMO, HO KaK TO HE HAXOAMIOCh ¢I0B. CeroHs BUIHO
TaKo€ BpeMsl PHIILIO.

Cpasy oroBoproch, YTO HalIMCAHHOE HUXKE SIBIISETCS
HCKJIFOUUTENIBHO MOEH TOUKOH 3pEHMS, U HE OTPAKAET
MHEHUS HH AyX000pcKkoii oOmiHbI Poccun, Hu ubeit 6o
JIpyroi.

Bo Bcex Bammx myOiaMKaIus 4yBCTBYETCs HECKOHYaeMast
71:000Bb K CBOUM COIIEMEHHHUKAM, YBOKEHHE K
HCTOpUYECKOMY Hacienuo nyxooop. Hecs Opems
JOKYMEHTaJIbHOTO MMOBECTBOBAHMSI U IPOCBEIICHUS, BBI
JieflacTe HEOIIEHUMBIH BKJIaJl B HICTOPHIO AyX00OPYECKOTO
IBIDKeHUS. B TO)Xe Bpemst BbI mUIIuTe 00
UCKITIOYUTENILHON POJIM WIIH 51 OBl aXke cKa3al 00
0Cco00M MUPOYCTPOICTBE H CAMOCO3HAHUN UMEHHO
«kaHaJIcKuX» yxo6op. Hoporoi Ky3sma, Bce iemno B
TOM, 4TO I10 OOJIBIIOMY CUETY HOHATHE KaHACKHUMA
Iyx000p, SBIAETCS] ICTOPUYECKUM HOHCEHCOM. B camoit
CYTH ITpo0JieM pyCcCKOTo OOroMCKaTeIbCcTBa, He
CYIIECTBYET MOHSATHS HU KaHAJICKOTO nyxo0opa, HH
TPY3HHCKOTO TyX000pa, HA COBETCKOTO AyX00opa, HI
JaXke poccuiickoro ayxobopa. Jlyxo0op MoxkeT OBITh
TOJIBKO PYCCKHI M HUKaKOH Apyroil. OOBSICHIO TTIoUeMy. ..

Kak-To obmasick Ha 0JHOM aMepHKaHCKOM (opyme ¢
smurpanTamMu u3 Poccum, s cripocun cobecenHuKa, Kem
OH cuHTaeT ceds N0 HauuoHanbHOCTH. U momyuun
CIIEIYIOIINI OTBET: « -5l apMSHUH, U 1 U I€TH MOU
OCTaHYTCSl apMsiHaMU BCera, Tae Obl OHU HU KHJIH,
Kakoi Obl BEpbl OHU HE MPUACPIKUBAIUCH, B KAKUX ObI

My name is Valery Kalmykov. My ancestors belong to
the Kalmykov family. Matrena Kalmykova and her three
sons—Alistrat, Ivan, and Andrey—along with their
wives, emigrated to Canada in 1899 from the Akhalkalaki
Uyezd of the Tiflis Governorate. Matrena’s eldest son,
Pyotr (my great-grandfather), had been killed by Tatars
just a few months before their departure. Our family was
torn apart by this cruel twist of fate. This long and
fascinating family history—filled with both severe
hardships and moments of happiness—will be passed
down to our children for generations to come. But that is
not what I wish to discuss today...

Having read all the articles and publications of yours that
I could find online, I had long wanted to write to you, but
somehow the words eluded me. It seems the time has
finally come.

I should state at the outset that what follows represents
solely my own point of view and does not reflect the
opinions of the Doukhobor community in Russia or any
other group.

All your publications reveal an abiding love for your
fellow Doukhobors and respect for their historical
heritage. By shouldering the task of documenting and
educating, you are making an invaluable contribution to
the history of the Doukhobor movement. At the same
time, you write about the exceptional role—or, I might
even say, the distinct worldview and self-identity—of the
"Canadian" Doukhobors specifically. Dear Kuzma, the
fact is that, broadly speaking, the very concept of a
"Canadian Doukhobor" is a historical anomaly. When it
comes to the essence of the Russian quest for God, there
is no such thing as a Canadian, Georgian, Soviet, or even
Russian Doukhobor. A Doukhobor can only be
Russian—nothing else. Let me explain why...

While chatting with Russian émigrés on an American
forum some time ago, I asked one of them how he
identified in terms of ethnicity. He replied: "I am
Armenian, and both my children and I will always remain
Armenian—no matter where we live, what faith we
follow, or what circumstances we find ourselves in." This



YCIIOBHUSIX OHH HE HaXOIWJINCH». OTOT OTBET MOPA3HI
MeHsI 10 TITyOHHBI JYIIH, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO CKa3aj YeJOBEK
HE TOJIBKO HE 3HABIIMM apMSHCKOTO SI3bIKA U TPAJAMLIMM,
(IpenKu KOTOPOTO elle B YeTBEPTOM MOKOJICHUH BhIEXaJIH
JIaKe HE ¢ TEPPUTOPUN APMEHUH, a BOOOIIE HEMOHITHO
OTKyZa) a YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIN yXKe TpU IOKOJICHHUS
JIOJDKCH OBITh ITHUYECKUM aMepUKaHIeM. Takie OTBETHI
s CABIIIAT M OT €BPEEB M MHOTUX APYTUX HAIMi, HO
HUKOTJA He OT pycckuX. OCHOBHBIM (haKTOp, KOTOPBIH
MOXeET OOBSICHUTh JaHHYIO IPUYHHY, 3TO TO, YTO
caMOUJIeHTH(UKAIHS PYCCKUX HUKOT/IA HE CTOSIA B
HAaIlleM HapoJie Ha epBOM MecTe. B cuity onpeneneHHbIX
HMCTOPHYECKHUX MPUYHH. M 3TO oTAenbHAas TeMa s

ApYyToro nmucbma.

B Poccuiickoit umnepuu 10 1897 roga HanpoHanbHas
MIPUHAIEKHOCTh HACEIIEHUS OMPEeIsyIach 1o
SI3BIKOBOMY U TI0 PETUTHO3HOMY MTPU3HAKY. DTO XOPOIIIO
BH/THO TIO TIEPETIMCH HACeTIeHNs TeX JieT. Hano mpuHATh
BO BHHMAaHUE, YTO J0 3TOU MEPETUCH TyX000PhI yiKe
6omee 200 neT mMenn XapakTepHble 0COOCHHOCTH YKITana
JKU3HU, TPAJIUIIUU, U BEPOUCTIOBEAAHUS. DTO TIO3BOJISLIO
UM OTIPEIIEIICHHBIM 00pa30oM COOI0NaTh UX COOCTBEHHYTO
normy: «Jlyxo00pom Hemb3s CTaTh, KM MOYKHO TOJBKO
pomuThest». DakTHUecKu Tyxo0opUueckasi OOIIMHA MOTIIa
CYIIECTBOBaTh UCKITIOYUTEIBHO TOJIBKO KaK «TOCYapCTBO
B rocymapctBey. [IpeBpaias wieHoB cBOEH OOITHHEL, B
rpaxaH CBOero rocyaapcerea. [ocymnapcTBo
«Jlyxobopusa». Yke Ha pyoexe 19 Beka. Jlyxo0opsr
ObUIM €IUHOMN CIUIOYEHHOHN HAallMOHAIBLHOM €QUHULIEH, HE
nerst ceOs HU Ha POCCHICKUX, HU Ha KaHA/ICKHUX, HUA Ha
COBETCKHX JIyX000p.

Korzaa B meyaru nosiBISIFOTCS. CTaThU MO/ 3ar0JI0BKAMU
«Kanazackue a1yxXo060pbl KAK MUPOTBOPLEI » WIH
«Poccuiickne 1yxo00pbI MPOXXUBAIOT PEUMYIIECTBEHHO
B TaMOOBCKO# 00IacTH» aBTOPHI CTATEH, BOZMOXKHO,
0ecco3HaTeTbHO PAa3pPhIBAIOT HCTOPHUYECKOE U KYJIBTYPHOE
Hacjienue, eAMHOTO Hapoaa, eAMHON HAlluU, YHUUTOXKAIOT
KYJIBTYPHBIN KOJa, KOTOPBIN MO3BOJIST UM IOHUMATh
JAHHBIA BUJ KYJIBTYPBI, YHUKAIbHBIC KYIbTYPHBIC
0COOEHHOCTH, JOCTaBIITHECS [yX000paM OT MPEIKOB.
CoBpeMeHHBIE AyX000phl, TPOXKUBAIOIIUE HA
tepputopuu Kananel, B cTpane, KOTopasi UM cTajia
BTOPO#l POAMHOM, MPAKTUYECKU HE WACHTH(DUITUPYIOT

answer struck me deeply, coming as it did from someone
who not only lacked knowledge of the Armenian
language and traditions—and whose ancestors had
emigrated four generations ago from a place that wasn't
even within Armenia (or indeed, from an origin that was
entirely unclear)—but who, by all accounts, should have
been considered an ethnic American after three
generations. I had heard similar responses from Jews and
people of many other nationalities, but never from
Russians. The primary factor explaining this is that
self-identification has never been a top priority for the
Russian people—due to specific historical reasons. But
that is a separate topic for another letter.

In the Russian Empire, prior to 1897, the population's
national identity was defined by language and religion—a
fact clearly reflected in the censuses of that era. It is
important to note that, by the time of that census, the
Doukhobors had already maintained a distinctive way of
life, set of traditions, and religious faith for over two
centuries. This enabled them to uphold a specific tenet of
their creed: "One cannot become a Doukhobor; one can
only be born one." In effect, the Doukhobor community
existed as a "state within a state," transforming its
members into citizens of their own sovereign entity—the
state of "Doukhoboria." By the turn of the 19th century,
the Doukhobors constituted a unified, cohesive national
group, making no distinction between Russian, Canadian,
or Soviet Doukhobors.

When articles appear in the press with headlines like
"Canadian Doukhobors as Peacemakers" (by K.J.
Tarasoff, June 2009) or "Russian Doukhobors Reside
Primarily in the Tambov Region," the authors may
be—perhaps unwittingly—severing the historical and
cultural heritage of a single people and nation, and
destroying the cultural code that allowed for an
understanding of this specific culture and the unique
traits inherited from their ancestors. Modern Doukhobors
living in Canada—a country that has become a second


http://az.lib.ru/d/duhobory/text_0040.shtml

cebs Kak pyCCKHe, MOXKET MIOTOMY YTO CTECHSIOTCS HITH
0osiTcs, cBoeH npuHAMIeKHOCTH. OTHAKO B MOEM
MTOHMMAaHUH, 3TO UAEHTUYHO PYCCKHUE JIFOAH, Y KOTOPBIX
B (haMUJIBHOM JIPEBE HUKOTJA HE OBLIO HH EIMHOM BETKH,
HU aHIII0-CAaKCOHCKOW, HU (PpaHITy3CKOM, HI
Kako-HuOyAb npyroid. OHM YaCTUYHO TMIOMHST PYCCKUH
SI3BIK U MOTYT Hau3yCThb NpounTarh «OT4e HalD WIn
JlaKe TIcalloM, ¥ BpoJie KaK MOAIePKUBAIOT
OTIpENIEIICHHBIE TPaIUIIH.

CoBpeMeHHas UCTOPHS, OTIpeAeia Cyas0y
Jyxo0opuecTBa Tak, 4To JyX00OpbI BEIHYK/ICHBI )KUTh B
Pa3HBIX CTpaHaX, Ha pa3HbIX KOHTHHEHTAX, HO
JIyX000opaMu OCTaHYTCsI TOJILKO B TOM CIIy4ae eCiu
COXPAHAT €UHYIO BEPY, KYJIBTYPHBIN KO, PYCCKHH SI3BIK
u OynyT ce0st OTOKECTBIATH ce0sl B pyCCKOW HaLUEH,
rpaklaHaMH KaKOi-ObI CTPaHbI OHU HE SBIISIINCH.

Heckonbko cioB MHe OBl XOTEI0Ch CKa3aTh 00 OAHOM
UJEU UM KaK Bbl MUIIUTE GUII0COPUH TyX000pOB, O
MHUPOTBOpUYECKON Muccuu miu nanudusme. [ousTue:
CHEMPOTUBJIICHUHU 3]1Y HACUJIMEM» HUKOIIa HE
TIPUHAIIICKATO STHOKOH(GECCHOHATBHONW 0OITHOCTH
Oyxo00p, Kak ceiyac 00T TOBOPUTH HEKOTOPHIE
3akaBKa3ckasi onucces AyxXo00p TOBOPHT 00
oOpaTHOM.UCCIIeIOBaTeNH. B JOKyMeHTax TeX JIET YeTKO
BUIIHO, YTO IUIEMEHHBIE Ty3eMIIbl 3aKaBKa3bsl, HE
WCTIBITHIBAIIM WJUTIO3UH 110 MTOBOLY MUPOJIIOOMBBIX HIEH
WX BBIHYKACHHBIX cocenel-nyxo6op. yxo0opbl naBaiu
TaKoOH OTIIOp, YTO YBaXKEHHE, OBLIO 3aCITy)KEHO
HCKITIOYHUTENIBHO Yepe3 CHIly. DTO TéMa He 4acTo 3BYUMT,
B IIpecce, TONBKO JIUIIb TOTOMY YTOOBI HE JIOMAaTh
CJIOKHMBILIHUECS CTEPEOTHITBL.

MeHs B TaHHOM CITydae MHTEpECYeT HOBEUIasi HCTOPUSI.
B cBoem ouepke «KAHAJICKHUE JIYXOBOPBHI KAK
MUPOTBOPIIbI» (x0Ts1, mO-MOeMy, yOSKICHUS BEPHOE
Ha3BaHMe cTaTthu «Jlyxo60opsl KaHamasr kak
MHUPOTBOPLB) BBl MULIUTE O 3HAYUMOCTH I MUPOBOTO
cooOmiecTBa ponu Ayxo00p B Mauu(pucTOM IBHKEHHE.
He Mory ¢ Bamu He cortacutscsi. Moé€ cepaue
MIEPETIONHAET PafOCTh, YTO MOU POICTBEHHUKH,
npoxuBaromue B Kanane, He oronun ot uaen u
BEepOBaHUI cBOMX MpeakoB. S ropa atum. C npyroi
CTOPOHBI, KaK ObI IIOATEKCT 3TOT0 OYEpKa, TAeT
OJHO3HAYHYIO OLIEHKY, YTO «KaHAICKHE

home to them—hardly identify as Russian, perhaps out of
embarrassment or fear regarding their background. Yet,

as I see it, they are essentially Russian people whose
family trees contain not a single Anglo-Saxon, French, or
other foreign branch. They retain some knowledge of the
Russian language, can recite the "Lord's Prayer" or even

a psalm from memory, and seem to uphold certain
traditions.

Modern history has shaped the destiny of the Doukhobors
such that they are compelled to live in various countries
and across different continents; yet, they will remain
Doukhobors only if they preserve their shared faith,
cultural identity, and the Russian language, and continue
to identify with the Russian nation—regardless of their
actual citizenship.

I would like to say a few words about a particular
idea—or, as you put it, a philosophy—held by the
Doukhobors: that of a peacemaking mission or pacifism.
The concept of "non-resistance to evil by force" never
actually belonged to the Doukhobor ethno-religious
community—contrary to what some researchers like to
claim today. The Transcaucasian odyssey of the
Doukhobors suggests otherwise. Documents from that era
clearly show that the indigenous peoples of
Transcaucasia harbored no illusions regarding the
peace-loving ideals of their involuntary Doukhobor
neighbors. The Doukhobors put up such a fierce defense
that they earned respect solely through the use of force.
This topic rarely appears in the press, simply because
doing so would disrupt established stereotypes.

In this instance, | am interested in recent history. In your
essay "Canadian Doukhobors as Peacemakers" (though I
believe the correct title is actually "Doukhobors of
Canada as Peacemakers"), you write about the
significance of the Doukhobors' role in the pacifist
movement for the global community. I wholeheartedly
agree with you. My heart is filled with joy that my
relatives living in Canada have not strayed from the
ideals and beliefs of their ancestors. I am proud of this.
On the other hand, the subtext of the essay seems to offer


http://az.lib.ru/d/duhobory/text_0040.shtml
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IyX000PBI-MHPOTBOPIIEDY, a «Poccuiickue 1yxo00ps —
Kak ObI HEIIOHATHO KTO».

Hoporoii Ky3ema. 1 MeHbIIIe Bcero XoTen Obl BaC WU
KOTO-HHOYIb 0OWIeTh JaHHBIM BBIBOIOM H HE OyIy
Pa3BHUBaTh 3TOT MOHOJIOT, HO CO CBOEH CTOPOHBI CIEITA0
OJIHY MAJICHBKYIO PEMApKY.....

Kananckoe rocynapcTBo B COBPEMEHHOM UCTOpUU
HUKOI/Ia HE OJBEPrajloCh HAalIECTBUIO Bpara. M Hukorna
HaceneHnue KaHa/ipl He BeJlo KPOBOIIPOIMTHBIX CPaKEHUH
Ha BBDKMBAHUE HAa CBOEH Teppuropuu. Tak miacur
ncropus. U XxpaHuT Bac OOT.

Bo BpeMss Bropoit MupoBoii BOWHBI, U KaK IPUHATO
cuntaTth B Poccun, Bennkoit OTedecTBEHHONM BOWHEIL,
MHOT'HE AyX000pbI B3sUTH B pyku opyskue. Korna
(ammm3M neiTajacs yHHYTOXKHUTH PU3HUECKH BCIO
CJIaBSHCKYIO HaLUIO, a €€ OCTAaTKH IPEBPATUThH B paboB.
Korna Cogerckuii Coro3 1o pa3HbIM OLIEHKaM HOTEPSI
35-36 MUJUTHOHOB YEJIOBEK (COITOCTaBHMO
coBpeMeHHOMY HaceneHunio Kananer). Kak 661 cMoTpenu
Iyx000pBl CBOMM ITOTOMKaM B IJ1a3a, OTKA3aBIINChH
3alUTUTh CBOMX JIETEH U Marepeil ¢ opyXueM B pykax?
I'me xaxmplil TpeTnii 4eaoBeK ObLI YOUT, YHUUTOXKEH,
nopabomieH. /IBa Moux nena-nyxo0opa, Tepoicku
NOru0IIKX HA 3TOH BOMHE HUUYTh HE MEHBIIIE SIBIISIOTCS
MHUPOTBOPIIAMH, YEM T€ O KOTOPBIX MHUILIUTE BHI.
W3mennnu 11 oHU CBOMM Nauu(UCTCKUM YOCKICHHSM,
B3sB B pykH opykue? Hert, nHaue ObI BBl YuTaIU OBI 3TO
MTUCbMO HA HEMELIKOM SI3bIKE.

VY Hac pa3Hble cyab0Bl U pa3Hble XapakTepbl. YToObI
HAy4YHUThCS IOHUMATh APYT Apyra HeoOXoAuMo OobIie
obmarbes. Y Hac o01mas UCTOpus, Y Hac 0OII1e KOPHU.
[Tpenku ocTaBmm HaM OOJIBIIOE HACIIETHE.
OcMmpIcneHre, KOTOPOTo XBaTHT €Ilie HE Ha OHO
MIOKOJICHHE.

Bcero Bam xopoiiero, 60ry Hamemy clasa.

a definitive assessment: "Canadian Doukhobors are
peacemakers," whereas "Russian Doukhobors are... well,
it’s unclear what they are."

Dear Koozma, the last thing I would want to do is offend
you or anyone else with that conclusion; I will not
elaborate further on this point, but I would like to make
one brief remark...

In modern history, the Canadian state has never been
subjected to an enemy invasion. Nor has the population
of Canada ever fought bloody battles for survival on its
own soil. That is what history tells us. And may God
protect you.

During the Second World War—or, as it is known in
Russia, the Great Patriotic War—many Doukhobors took
up arms. This was a time when fascism sought to
physically annihilate the entire Slavic nation and turn its
remnants into slaves; a time when the Soviet Union
lost—Dby various estimates—35 to 36 million people (a
figure comparable to the current population of Canada).
How could the Doukhobors have looked their
descendants in the eye had they refused to defend their
children and mothers with weapons in hand? This was a
conflict in which one in three people was killed,
destroyed, or enslaved. My two Doukhobor grandfathers,
who died heroically in that war, were every bit as much
peacemakers as those you write about. Did they betray
their pacifist convictions by taking up arms? No;
otherwise, you would be reading this letter in German.

We have different destinies and different temperaments.
To learn to understand one another, we need to
communicate more. We share a common history and
common roots. Our ancestors left us a vast legacy—one
rich enough to provide food for thought for generations to
come.

All the best to you; glory to our God.



Baneputi. ... Valery...
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