Statement on the situation in Kashmir
21 September 2019

We are a group of Indian academics and scientists.

We are writing to express our deep concern about the crisis in Kashmir that has now
persisted for over a month, and which was precipitated by the government’s decision to
de-operationalize Article 370 of the Constitution and to end Jammu and Kashmir’s full
statehood. Since then, the government has restricted communications in Kashmir,
detained opposition leaders and dissidents, and flooded the state with security personnel.

As signatories to this statement, we hold various views on the issue of Article 370 and
other substantive questions about the conflict in Kashmir. However, we agree on the
following points:

e \We are appalled by the government’s decision to restrict telecommunications and
the internet in Kashmir for over a month. We understand that landlines have been
restored in some parts of Kashmir, but since landline teledensity in Kashmir is
below 1% according to the government'’s own statistics', this measure has failed to
provide substantive relief to Kashmir’s residents. In our own institutions, we have
witnessed students suffering because they are unable to maintain contact with their
families. Moreover, credible reports suggest that these restrictions have made it
difficult for ordinary people in Kashmir to procure medical and essential supplies ?
or even for children to attend school.?

e \We believe the government’s actions in detaining and restricting the
communications of opposition leaders and dissidents in Kashmir are deeply
undemocratic. Whatever views one might hold about these individuals, a
fundamental norm in a democracy is that the party in power does not have the right
to lock up its political opponents when they have not even been accused of any
crimes.

e \We are disturbed by the multiple reports of human rights violations in Kashmir by
Indian security forces.**®
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We would like to express our solidarity with the people of Kashmir and offer our support to
those outside Kashmir, who have been cut off from their families and friends as a result of

these decisions taken by the government of India.

We remind the government that it is duty-bound to uphold the rights and protect the
welfare of all of its citizens. In line with these obligations, we call on the government to
immediately restore full communications in Kashmir, lift the security restrictions that are
hampering ordinary life, release dissidents and opposition leaders, and conduct
transparent and impartial investigations into the allegations of human rights abuses.
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461|Subhaditya Bhattacharya IIT Guwahati

462|Dhruba J Saikia NCRA-TIFR (superannuated) and IUCAA
463|Manjari Gupta HRI, Allahabad

464|Arjo Dasgupta IACS

465|Rusa Mandal Universitat Siegen

466|Shraddha Hbcse

467|Subhodeep Bhattacharya inStem, NCBS, Bangalore

468|Anuradha Samajdar Nikhef, Netherlands

469|Shrobana Ghosh Cardiff University

470|Akshay University of Mississippi

471|Ananya Tiwari ulucC

472|Waseem Nabi Government Medical College, Srinagar
473|Amit Roy 11ISc

474|Dilip Mookherjee Boston University

475|Kavita Ramanan Brown University

476

Saurav Holme Choudhury

Institute of Mathematical Sciences, Chennai

477

Amlan Chakraborty

Institute of Mathematical Sciences, Chennai




478

Souradeep Sengupta

Gurucharan College, Silchar

479

Vishal Baibhav

Johns Hopkins University

480

Angshuman Chatterjee

Heritage Institute of Hotel & Tourism

481|Pragya Srivastava University of Pennsylvania, USA
482|Sudeepan Datta Indian Institute of Science

483|Apurba Sarkar Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science
484|Garima C Nagar SUNY at Binghamton

485[Sagnik Chakraborty Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata

486[{M A Sofi Central University of Kashmir

487|Dr. Prashanth N S Institute of Public Health Bangalore
488|Sreekrishna V R NCBS

489|Arup Kumar Sen

490

Rajat Subhra Hazra

Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata

491|Udvas Das Indian Statistical Institute, Bangalore
492|Sashwat Tanay University of Mississippi
493|Sharmistha M. IIT Gandhinagar

494|Aditi Dudeja Rutgers University

495|Kishor Salunkhe TIFR, Mumbai

496|Meghna Bhattacharya University of Mississippi

497]|Anandi Mani University of Oxford

498[Sharun Mukand University of Warwick

499|Khalid Khan Charles Darwin University

500|Ravi Mazumdar University of Waterloo

501|Karen Gabriel St. Stephen’s College

502|Sudipta Bandyopadhyay University of Calcutta

503|Zoya Caltech

504|Sumit Kumar Birwa International Centre for Theoretical Sciences
505|Arun Mysore University

506|Arpit CNRS

507|Promita Ghosh University Of Manitoba

508|Adwait Gaikwad TIFR

509|Ashish Narang Physical Research Laboratory

510|Ponniah Rajamanickam Rtd Associate Professor , SN College, Madurai- TN
511|S.Krishnaswamy Retired Senior Prof from Madurai kamaraj university
512|Asha Mishra All India People's Science Network |

513

Vivek Monteiro

Navnirmiti Group

514

Yogeshwaran D

Indian Statistical Institute, Bangalore

515

Sumeru Hazra

TIFR

516

Diganta Bhattacharya

Indian Statistical Institute Kolkata

517|Manik Banik S. N. Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences
Sister Nibedita Government General Degree College for Girls,
518| Trina Chakraborty Kolkata
519 Avijit Misra Weizmann Institute of Science, Israel
520|Jaikumar Radhakrishnan TIFR Mumbai

521

Aseem Kshirsagar

University of Grenoble-Alps

522

Sayantan Ghosal

University of Glasgow

Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology, Daejeon, South

523|Ashutosh Rai Korea

524|Manas Geeta Arun [ISER Mohali

525|Madhumita Dutta Ohio State University

526|Paroma Sanyal [IT Delhi

527|Vijaya Kumar Marla Retired

528|Ananth Kamath University of Chicago (alumnus of Indian Institute of Science)

529

Rajaguru, S.P.

Indian Institute of Astrophysics




530|Kartik Sreedhar Washington State University, USA

531|Junaid Akhter University of Bonn, Germany

532|Md. Ali Aamir Institute of Photonic Sciences, Barcelona, Spain
533|Srijonee Shabnam Chaudhury [Harish-Chandra Research Institute

534

Himadri Barman

Zhejiang University

535

Zahidul Haque

University of Hyderabad

536

Dr. Shazia

JNCASR, Bangalore

537

Mahan Raj Banerjee

JNCASR, Bangalore

538|Andre Furtado Wayne State University Detroit Michigan USA( recently retired)
539|Kaushika Draavid IIT Kanpur
540|Sajad Shiekh Aligarh Muslim University, Kent State University

541

Dr.Tarig A. Shah

Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati

542

Basit yousuf

543

Ishfaq Bashir

NCTU Taiwan

544

Dr.M.Farooq

Jamia Millia Islamia

545|Chandrashekar C M The Institute of Mathematical Sciences

546 |Biprarshi Chakraborty ICTS-TIFR

547|Nitin Rai Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment
548|Qulsum a mir Higher education

549|Basharat Ramzan Karnatak University Dharwad

550

Pramod S. Joag

Department of Physics Savitribai Phule University of Pune.

551

Pravabati Chingangbam

Indian Institute of Astrophysics

552|Soumavo Ghosh IUCAA, Pune

553|Swagato K. Ray Indian Statiatical Institute, Kolkata
554| Tanmoy Bera [ISc

555|SOURAV DAS James Cook University
556|Arindam Sengupta University of Calcutta

557|Irfan Qayoom IIT Kanpur

558|Sohail Rasool Lone [IT Roorkee

559

Joel Prakash Stephen

ICTS Visiting Student

560

Utpal Chattopadhyay

561|Ishfag Ahmad Shah University of Kashmir

562|Reem Aboelsoud Bonn Uni

563|Kamal Lodaya (Retired) The Institute of Math. Sciences
564 |Harsh Munshi HBRS

565|Chandrashekhar Kshirsagar |University of Bonn

566 | Pratik Majumdar

567 | Arijit Bishnu Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata
568|Vikas madhur University of Burgundy

569|Abdul Quadir AMU

570|Himani Sachdeva IST Austria

571|Chandan Kumar Indian institute of science, Bangalore
572|Rabia Zahid Student

573|Belal Yusuf Aligarh Muslim University

574|Omkar Bait NCRA-TIFR

575|Srubabati

576|Kazi Rafsanjani Amin Institut Neel, CNRS, Grenoble, France.

577

Balpreet Kaur

NCRA-TIFR

578

Aditya Chowdhury

National Centre for Radio Astrophysics (NCRA-TIFR)

579

Abhirup Ghosh

Max Planck Institute for Gravitational Physics (Albert Einstein
Institute), Potsdam-Golm




580

Sougata Guha

[IT Bombay

581|Ajit M. Srivastava Institute of Physics Bhubaneswar
582|Pomita Ghoshal
583|Rajendra Kothari Retired regional director Madhya Pradesh,chatisgarh

584

Jyothi Rengarajan

Emory University

585

Hema A Murthy

IIT Madras Chennai

586 | Arul Lakshminarayan [IT Madras

587 | Triparno Bandyopadhyay TIFR

588|Subhadip Biswas University of Sheffield

589|Juny K Wilfred International Centre for Theoretical Sciences, Bengaluru
590(Sanjukta Paul NISER, Bhubaneswar. India.

591 | Aritra Bandyopadhyay

592|Aditya Gilra Institute of Science and Technology Austria

593|Mallar Ray Indian Institute of Engineering Science and Technology, Shibpur
594 |Shashi Mohan Srivastava Former faculty of Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata

595|Dania Thomas University of Glasgow

596 | Atrideb Chatterjee National Centre for Radio Astrophysics
597 | Navpreet Kaur KTH Royal Institute of Technology
598|DIBYA SANKAR DAS TATA INSTITUTE OF FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH, MUMBAI
599 | Tarun Kumar Harvard University

600|Sabyasachi Sutradhar Yale university

601|Sonal Kedia Brandeis

602 | Aamir Ali Institute of Photonic Sciences
603|Prarit Agarwal Seoul National University

604 | Amit Adhikary Indian Institute of Science

605|Varsha Rajan Berry Keshav Gore Smarak Trust

606

Suresh panigrahy

BGvs, odisha & odisha krusak sabha

607

Raghu Rangarajan

Ahmedabad University

608

Gaurav Goswami

Ahmedabad University

609

Arjun Bagchi

IIT Kanpur

610

Jayaree Subramanian

Independent Researcher

611|Chaitanya Ursekar Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Education, TIFR
612|Siddharth Krishna New York University

613|Zubair Hussain Kurukshetra University

614|Chitra R Azim Premiji University

615|Eeshan Modak TIFR, Mumbai

616 | Parthasarathi Majumdar IACS, Kolkata

617|Anuradha Ramanan

618|Ashok Kumar IIT Kanpur

619

Swagata Sarkar

620|Sujata Ray Indian Institute of Science Education and Research Kolkata
621|Anirudh Krishna Sherbrooke
622|Pritam Sarkar Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science (IACS) Kolkata

623

PRONOBESH MAITY

International Centre For Theoretical Sciences, Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research

624

Aditya Banerjee

Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel

625

Sharbatanu Chatterjee

University College London

626|N.D. Hari Dass No current affiliations
627 |wasi haider Retired from AMU, Aligarh
628|lIra Raja Delhi University

629

Gauhar Raza

Former Chief Scientist, CSIR




630|Rajiv Velicheti University of Hyderabad

631|Aryaman Patel University of Duisburg-Essen

632|Neeladri Sen

633|Ravi Kunjwal Perimeter Institute, Canada

634|lon Santra RRI

635|Nitin Rai Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment
636|Deborah Schlein New York University

637

Amrita Datta

University of Cologne

638

Kala G Pradeep

IISER MOHALI

639

Shafaq

Indian Association For The Cultivation Of Science (IACS)

640

Ranjan Laha

CERN

641 | Debajit Goswami VIT-AP

642|Shivanshu Siyanwal IISER Mohali

643|Anvita Abbi Jawaharlal Nehru University

644|Rama Govindarajan ICTS

645|Anvita Abbi Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
646|Shashank kumar Roy ICTS-TIFR

647|Gayathri Raman ICTS-TIFR

648|Arnab Priya Saha Harish-Chandra Research Institute

649|Md. Nur Hasan S.N. Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences

650

Souvanik Talukdar

S N Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences

651

Ananda Maity

S n. Bose National centre for basic sciences

652

Indranil Chakraborty

S. N. Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences

653

chaitrali sengupta

S.N.Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences

654 | Poulami Chakraborty Max Planck Institute for Iron Research
655|Anirban mukherjee SNBNCBS

656 Sanjay Jhingan

657 |Aum Kotwal Institue of Law Nirma University
658|John Mathew

659

Shankhadeep Chakrabortty

660

Shyam Narayan Singh Yadav

National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan

661

Sanna Gull

National Tsing Hua University

662

Susobhan Paul

Scottish Church College




