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As many families are probably well aware, social media has become a 
rapidly growing and changing platform over the past several years, with 
many different types of platforms.  Additionally, the increased access to cell 
phones has brought about greater access to students as well.​
It is always a family decision for students to be able to access social media, 
however, over time, we have found that in some cases, students have the 
ability to download apps and parents may not be aware that they have 
done so.  While there are many positive benefits and outcomes from using 
various social media apps and platforms, there are times that without the 
proper guidance and supervision, those apps and platforms can cause 
issues that creep into the school setting.​
​
As a district, our role is to educate students about being good digital 
citizens and our hope is that collaboratively, between school and home, we 
can help students make good decisions about using technology. 
In the event that you did not know, most social media services have an age 
restriction of at least 13.  The reason most social media services use an 
age limit of 13 or over is in part because of a law in the USA. The COPPA 
law or Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act states that any 
organizations or people operating online services (including social media 
services) are not allowed to collect the personal information of anyone 
under the age of 13 without parental permission. 
 
To avoid the necessity of obtaining parental permission for any user under 
the age of 13, most services have instead chosen to place an age 
restriction of 13 to their services. They write this rule into their Terms and 
Conditions – which users must agree to when they initially sign up and 
some services may ask users to declare their age during sign up. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kG2vfGD6CfwkDGZEwuQQL0ocoddKTz3Qr5-mQ0A6r6Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YpySo6CpQUXvuM1azZVXQvXY6HQIAQNbhgtVcQW66Os/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10iNKUy77JkVWLDWrlPEewU5c7BnQsE9BBJYprfO6Cyg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aBVRCjZ5YZ-Ny1fmpDGkv0w3uW1pdU3D7ZyjQJnUAy4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YgYvbq1veprcJY7edhd2ihTGqrivtgwLmshaGQZvoWU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b3C_kUxc5BmGNjj0dG7_GyrJ7ipi0l1x-vi0X9wNcxc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yRyKSDRFJM7R_3s_KIv-fDN6Rl-yBWff7P6SWeGq5Og/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1igYRMQDaXmQurKZdDotgmfZb07RF2K7_p41_24RXJNE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16s48fd5esGOj9dUDstakYd3EiB-FzGlQ4hgFph_dOtU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1921Ly7aCS_1AhmcxGvwqnsHl-NLPZWbZ0n7sdar3Ass/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MzfCOYIeWm958wnndIN4CD9McZ3yDdpzCOqi4EZI-SA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KP3nzOIA7rGtEGlbCDLzZ50TlOAdLr5m28oQbp4lYz0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w23L2ZV0ah9by7_tI5WRVunIGB9fO6tlUljmby_7jno/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lw4x91GUt-23HYfqC3hMXnD_TdZvufJs3pZmepfCtmw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y4bsf-PKec24jsjuFGRIA2NV2GYwcWSf2QfR7SwIDLY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZrRLlNvIa2nNrNP9yrp-AqmyPapxfrcxCkqzNc2bm8E/edit?usp=sharing


 
​
In the event that you did not know, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, 
and Tik-Tok all have an age restriction of 13 years and older.  Children 
under the age of 13 should not be using those social media services based 
on the companies’ policies. 
 
We strongly encourage and recommend that families regularly check their 
child’s device(s) and that they make sure that passwords are shared with 
parents and caregivers to help ensure that students are using technology 
responsibly. Additionally, a great resource for parents and families is 
Common Sense Media.  You can get to their website at 
http://www.commonsensemedia.org where you can find many reviews, 
information and recommendations about age appropriate movies, software, 
apps, etc.  
 
As always, we understand that ultimately, families make the decision about 
the content and technology that their children use.  Our hope is that 
children access these resources with clear instructions about responsible 
use and that school and home work collaboratively to harness the great 
opportunities that technology can provide our students. 
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