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​ Creative Schools is my absolute favorite book on education. Period. Number one. It is 
easily also in my top three book of any topic.  
​ The book does a great job of outlining the industrialized nature of education and how our 
system came to be. Ultimately this system has pervaded decades of school functioning and 
much of it is still seen in schools today. After reading through his quick recap, and viewing the 
paradigm shift video above, my thoughts on how school is organized shifted....drastically. Do I 
have the better solution? No. But should not having a perfect solution trump an irrelevant and 
dysfunctional system? Definitely not.  
​ The idea that sticks out to me the most from this book is this: much of what we do in 
schools is based in tradition vs. law. Think about how schools are structured, from splitting 
content into subjects to bells to six periods a day to grouping students by ages and requiring 
them to master content in the same amount of time (13 years, K-12) or they are labeled failures. 
All of these systems, rituals, and thought processes are not mandated by state or federal law. 
They are simply a result of “what we have always done”.  
​ One of the most difficult aspects of changing these age-old systems is they are almost 
rooted in culture and society. School looks the same basically anywhere you go. Somebody 
from 1900 could walk into a school in 2018, not knowing where they are going, and immediately 
recognize it as a school. Horse and buggy vs. the electric car eras...education is the same. Say 
it ain’t so! ​

 
Notes 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iG9CE55wbtY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U
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