
 
 

LESSON 1: MY/OUR ENTRY POINT 
 
Mind Mapping: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“I/we are interested in __________ because __________, and I/we want to learn 
more about __________.” 
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LESSON 2: LOCAL CLIMATE ISSUES INQUIRY 
 

Complete the table below for 2-3 local climate hazards.  
Don’t forget to link the source in parentheses after each piece of evidence: ie. (https://www.climate.us/). 

Local Climate 
Hazard​
 

Evidence 
What is changing? 
What evidence supports this? 
Is the evidence based on historical data, 
projections, observations, lived experiences, or 
all of the above? 
What trends do you notice? 
Do different sources help us understand 
different parts of the issue? How? 

Impacts 
What could this mean for your community? 
What infrastructure, ecosystems, or activities 
could be affected? 
What might be the economic, environmental, or 
social consequences? 
How could this impact your daily life, and how 
does that compare to how it impacts other parts 
of your community?  

Questions 
What don't you know yet? 
What additional information 
would you need to understand 
this issue? 
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LESSON 2 WRAP UP: CLIMATE PROBLEM & RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

My entry point:  

 

Local climate hazard(s) connected to it:  

 

People, places, and/or ecosystems impacted: 

 

Why impacts may be unequal:  

 

Questions I want to investigate: (How might we…?) 
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LESSON 3: CLIMATE SOLUTION EXPLORATION PLAN 

A solution that could address this problem: 

Is it:​
 ☐ Mitigation​
 ☐ Adaptation​
 ☐ Both 

How does the solution work?​

 

Why might this solution work in our community?​

 

How could this solution be implemented locally—by us or by others? 

 

What challenges or barriers might we face?​
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Who would need to be involved?​

 

What do we need to find out before moving forward? 

●​   

●​   

●​   

●​   

●​  

Preliminary Claim:  

We think __________ could help address __________ in our community because __________. Before we move forward, we need to find 

out __________. 
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LESSON 4: CIC RESEARCH PLAN 
 
Complete the research plan to determine sources and methods you will use to answer the research questions you wrote in lesson 2 and 
lesson 3. Add additional research questions and rows as needed. 
 

Research Question 
 

What sources could help us learn this?  
A source is who or what the information comes 

from. 

What methods can we use? 
A method is how you gather or access that 

information. 

 ●​  
●​  

●​   
●​  

 ●​  
●​  

●​   
●​  

 ●​  
●​  

●​   
●​  

 ●​  
●​  

●​   
●​  
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 ●​  
●​  

●​   
●​  

 ●​  
●​  

●​   
●​  
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LESSON 4: CONDUCT CIC RESEARCH  
 

●​ Use the table below to conduct research about the climate hazard, impacts to people, animals, or the environment, and the feasibility of your 
proposed solution using the sources and methods identified in your research plan. As you research, it is likely that you will uncover additional 
research questions.  

 
●​ Remember to take photos and videos to document your research process. Link those and any interview files to this table so you can easily 

access them later.  
 

●​ CIC projects require at least 3 appropriate citations to support your claims. See  for Climate Innovation Challenge Judging Rubric 2026/27
more detailed information about project requirements. 
 

Research Question 
Copy and paste from your research plan  

Credible Sources 
List the sources you 
used to answer this 

question. 

Citations to Credible 
Sources 

Create an APA or MLA 
citation for each 

credible source used. 

What I Learned 
Bullet points paraphrasing information in your own 

words. Add more bullet points as needed. 

   ●​   
●​  

   ●​   
●​  

  

 8 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IHm3lWqro7Tv-RULAQbyCYXK3mhE_BIcMVPo9KGwHVE/edit?usp=sharing


 
 

   ●​   
●​  

   ●​   
●​  

   ●​   
●​  

   ●​   
●​  
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LESSON 5: CIC JUDGING CRITERIA ANALYSIS 
 
VIDEO NAME: ___________________________________________________ 

Criteria For Earning a 3 - Meets Expectations Meets or Exceeds 
The Criteria?  

How do you know? 

Climate 
Understanding 
& Research 

●​ The student demonstrates a clear understanding of a climate 
change issue and its impact on a local area.  

●​ The student uses mostly relevant evidence and reliable sources to 
support their claims 

●​ The student provides at least three (3) appropriate citations. 

 
Exceeds 

Meets 
Does not meet 

 

Solution Design ●​ The student proposes a clear adaptation and/or mitigation solution 
that is realistic and supported by some evidence.  

●​ The students’ solution includes some original or creative ideas. 

Exceeds 
Meets 

Does not meet 

 

Local Action & 
Community 
Impact 

●​ If the student implemented their project, the video clearly shows 
this solution in action in the local community, school, or household. 

●​ If the student did not implement their project, they present a clear 
plan for theoretical implementation, including who would be 
involved, and the steps to carry it out. 

 
Exceeds 

Meets 
Does not meet 

 

Storytelling ●​ The student presents a clear and engaging story that 
communicates the message effectively.  

●​ The call to action is clear. 

Exceeds 
Meets 

Does not meet 

 

Video 
Production & 
Design 

●​ The video is easy to follow with clear visuals that match the 
message. 

●​ The student speaks clearly and communicates their ideas well. 
●​ The video contains an opening title slide with participants' name(s), 

grade, educator name, and the name of institution  
●​ The student does not fill the screen with big blocks of text. 

 
 

Exceeds 
Meets 

Does not meet 
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VIDEO NAME: ___________________________________________________ 

Criteria For Earning a 3 - Meets Expectations Meets or Exceeds 
The Criteria?  

How do you know? 

Climate 
Understanding 
& Research 

●​ The student demonstrates a clear understanding of a climate 
change issue and its impact on a local area.  

●​ The student uses mostly relevant evidence and reliable sources to 
support their claims 

●​ The student provides at least three (3) appropriate citations. 

 
Exceeds 

Meets 
Does not meet 

 

Solution Design ●​ The student proposes a clear adaptation and/or mitigation solution 
that is realistic and supported by some evidence.  

●​ The students’ solution includes some original or creative ideas. 

Exceeds 
Meets 

Does not meet 

 

Local Action & 
Community 
Impact 

●​ If the student implemented their project, the video clearly shows 
this solution in action in the local community, school, or household. 

●​ If the student did not implement their project, they present a clear 
plan for theoretical implementation, including who would be 
involved, and the steps to carry it out. 

 
Exceeds 

Meets 
Does not meet 

 

Storytelling ●​ The student presents a clear and engaging story that 
communicates the message effectively.  

●​ The call to action is clear. 

Exceeds 
Meets 

Does not meet 

 

Video 
Production & 
Design 

●​ The video is easy to follow with clear visuals that match the 
message. 

●​ The student speaks clearly and communicates their ideas well. 
●​ The video contains an opening title slide with participants' name(s), 

grade, educator name, and the name of institution  
●​ The student does not fill the screen with big blocks of text. 

 
 

Exceeds 
Meets 

Does not meet 
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VIDEO NAME: ___________________________________________________ 

Criteria For Earning a 3 - Meets Expectations Meets or Exceeds 
The Criteria?  

How do you know? 

Climate 
Understanding 
& Research 

●​ The student demonstrates a clear understanding of a climate 
change issue and its impact on a local area.  

●​ The student uses mostly relevant evidence and reliable sources to 
support their claims 

●​ The student provides at least three (3) appropriate citations. 

 
Exceeds 

Meets 
Does not meet 

 

Solution Design ●​ The student proposes a clear adaptation and/or mitigation solution 
that is realistic and supported by some evidence.  

●​ The students’ solution includes some original or creative ideas. 

Exceeds 
Meets 

Does not meet 

 

Local Action & 
Community 
Impact 

●​ If the student implemented their project, the video clearly shows 
this solution in action in the local community, school, or household. 

●​ If the student did not implement their project, they present a clear 
plan for theoretical implementation, including who would be 
involved, and the steps to carry it out. 

 
Exceeds 

Meets 
Does not meet 

 

Storytelling ●​ The student presents a clear and engaging story that 
communicates the message effectively.  

●​ The call to action is clear. 

Exceeds 
Meets 

Does not meet 

 

Video 
Production & 
Design 

●​ The video is easy to follow with clear visuals that match the 
message. 

●​ The student speaks clearly and communicates their ideas well. 
●​ The video contains an opening title slide with participants' name(s), 

grade, educator name, and the name of institution  
●​ The student does not fill the screen with big blocks of text. 

 
 

Exceeds 
Meets 

Does not meet 
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LESSON 5: BUILDING YOUR CLIMATE STORY 
 
1. Context: What does your audience need to understand first?​
Introduce the issue, place, community, or situation. What information does someone need in order to understand the rest of your story? 
 
 
 
2. Tension: What is changing or going wrong?​
Identify the central problem or conflict. What makes this issue urgent, difficult, surprising, or important? 
 
 
 
3. Stakes: Why should your audience care?​
Who or what is affected by this problem? Consider people, communities, ecosystems, animals, places, or future generations. What could 
happen if nothing changes? 
 
 
 
4. Evidence: What will make your story credible?​
Choose the strongest research, data, examples, interviews, or observations that help your audience understand the problem. Rather than 
including every fact you found, select the evidence that best supports the story you are trying to tell. 
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5. Response: What can be done?​
Introduce the solution or response you want your audience to understand. How does it address the problem you identified? What 
evidence suggests that it could make a difference? 
 
 
 
6. Audience: What do you want viewers to leave thinking, feeling, or doing?​
Decide what you want your audience to remember after watching the video. Is there a specific action they can take? A belief you want 
them to reconsider? A question you want them to keep thinking about? 
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LESSON 6: CIC JUDGING CRITERIA ANALYSIS– MY/OUR VIDEO 
 

Criteria For Earning a 3 - Meets Expectations Meets or Exceeds 
The Criteria?  

How do you know? 

Climate 
Understanding 
& Research 

●​ The student demonstrates a clear understanding of a climate 
change issue and its impact on a local area.  

●​ The student uses mostly relevant evidence and reliable sources to 
support their claims 

●​ The student provides at least three (3) appropriate citations. 

 
Exceeds 

Meets 
Does not meet 

 

Solution Design ●​ The student proposes a clear adaptation and/or mitigation solution 
that is realistic and supported by some evidence.  

●​ The students’ solution includes some original or creative ideas. 

Exceeds 
Meets 

Does not meet 

 

Local Action & 
Community 
Impact 

●​ If the student implemented their project, the video clearly shows 
this solution in action in the local community, school, or household. 

●​ If the student did not implement their project, they present a clear 
plan for theoretical implementation, including who would be 
involved, and the steps to carry it out. 

 
Exceeds 

Meets 
Does not meet 

 

Storytelling ●​ The student presents a clear and engaging story that 
communicates the message effectively.  

●​ The call to action is clear. 

Exceeds 
Meets 

Does not meet 

 

Video 
Production & 
Design 

●​ The video is easy to follow with clear visuals that match the 
message. 

●​ The student speaks clearly and communicates their ideas well. 
●​ The video contains an opening title slide with participants' name(s), 

grade, educator name, and the name of institution  
●​ The student does not fill the screen with big blocks of text. 

 
 

Exceeds 
Meets 

Does not meet 
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