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Prompt Practice 

  
1. Practice Prompt 

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and the assignment 

below. 

Photographs are very much a part of our daily lives. They show us faraway places, things to 

buy, important people and happenings, and sometimes just the ordinary. These pictures 

seem like frozen moments of real life. Cameras do copy what is in front of the lens, and so, 

in that sense, photographs show us what is real. They are at the same time, however, 

creations of the artist's intentions and unconscious mind.   

  

Adapted from Leslie Sills, In Real Life: Six Women Photographers 

Assignment: Are photographs straightforward representations of real life, or are they 

artistic creations reflecting the photographer's point of view? Plan and write an essay in 

which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your position with reasoning 

and examples taken from your reading, studies, experience, or observations. 

 

1. Topic Sentence: 

 

  
  

 

  
 

Prompt 2: 

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and the assignment 



below. 

When we are young, we learn from parents and teachers that we should wait patiently for 

what we want. Few people would dispute the wisdom or truth of this teaching. Our society, 

however, with its mad rush and hurry and its insistence on instant gratification and quick 

responses, encourages and rewards impatience. Experience teaches us that we should not 

and do not have to wait. 

Assignment: Is it better for people to act quickly and expect quick responses from others 

rather than to wait patiently for what they want? Plan and write an essay in which you 

develop your point of view on this issue. Support your position with reasoning and examples 

taken from your reading, studies, experience, or observations. 

2. Topic Sentence: 

 

  
 

  

 

  
 

  
  
Prompt 3: 

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and the assignment 

below. 

Many powerful leaders throughout history have considered themselves above the law and 

acted in ways that violated the laws or guidelines of their own country or group. People are 

quick to condemn these leaders, but shouldn’t leaders be held to different standards? If 

what a leader is doing benefits the majority of the people in a country or group, it does not 



matter if a law or guideline is violated. 

Assignment: Should leaders of a country or group be judged by different standards? Plan 

and write an essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your 

position with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, experience, or 

observations. 

3. Topic Sentence: 

 

  
 

  

 

  
 

  
Prompt 4: 

  

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and the assignment 

below. 

People are often advised to practice moderation in everything they do. The way to succeed 

in achieving their goals, they are told, is to remain balanced, controlled, and restrained. But 

this advice is misguided. Instead of being moderate, people should be passionate and 

intense. Throughout history, moderation has produced nothing extraordinary or exceptional. 

Excellence in any pursuit requires excess — great enthusiasm, high energy, and extreme 

effort. 

Assignment: Is moderation an obstacle to achievement and success? Plan and write an 

essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your position with 

reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, experience, or observations. 



  
4. Topic Sentence: 
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