
Medieval Jobs: Farmer 
Farming was the most popular occupation of the Medieval Ages as it was an 

essential element to survival. A local lord or master would grant portions of his 

land to commoners and serfs and in exchange the people would till, cultivate and 

maintain the property to produce crops. What was grown was eventually sold at 

local markets at which the peasants were allowed to keep a share. Most revenue 

went to the local lord however through taxes and levies. 

In the society of the Middle Ages, a man's status was based on how much 

land and livestock he owned. As both of these elements were critical for revenue, 

a private farmer who owned his own land could become quite rich. 

Crops were varied and depended greatly on how fertile the plot of farmed 

land was. 

Most towns had market days once or twice weekly. On market days, farmers 

came to town and exchanged their goods with those of the townspeople. Market 

days were the highlight of the week. By 1300, farmers were traveling longer 

distances to attend the most popular markets. For example, a peasant woman 

might travel 10 to 15 miles (16 to 25 kilometers) from her village to a market 

town, carrying eggs and surplus produce to sell from her vegetable garden. 
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