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The 21st English Oratorical Contest for the University of Tokyo E.S.S. Trophy
August, 2026
The 21st University of Tokyo E.S.S. Trophy Contest Executive Committee

To Whom It May Concern,

We hope this letter finds you in good health and high spirits during this lingering
summer season.

We are pleased to announce that the 21st University of Tokyo E.S.S. Trophy
English Oratorical Contest will be held as detailed below. Please find below the
official invitation and participation guidelines for the event. We sincerely look
forward to your applications and attendance.

Concept:

Threshold

m Background of the Concept

The word “Threshold” represents a “doorstep,” a “boundary,” or a “turning point.” The
Yasuda Auditorium welcomes the speakers as a boundary where they transition from
challengers to protagonists on the stage. Furthermore, the empathy and inspiration
generated through these speeches serve as an opportunity for the audience to step
into a world full of new perspectives. This concept is founded on the wish to create a
space that serves as a “turning point” where speakers, judges, and audiences influence
others, bringing about change within each individual.

Please note: The concept does NOT impose any restrictions on the theme or title of
the speech. Participants are free to choose any topic.

Organizer

The University of Tokyo English Speaking Society (E.S.S.)

Event Management



The University of Tokyo E.S.S. Trophy Contest Executive Committee

Final Round Details

@ Date: Sunday. February 21, 2027

Please note that withdrawal after passing the preliminary round is NOT
allowed unless there are unavoidable circumstances. Make sure to check
your schedule carefully before applying.

€ \Venue: Yasuda Auditorium, The University of Tokyo, Hongo Campus
Address: 7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-0033

e Approx. 10-minute walk from "Hongo-sanchome Station" (Tokyo Metro
Marunouchi Line / Toei Oedo Line)

e Approx. 8-minute walk from "Todaimae Station" (Tokyo Metro Namboku
Line)

Eligibility

There are no restrictions based on age or nationality. In previous years, we have
received applications from a wide range of participants, from elementary school
students to working professionals.

Final Round Contestants

A total of 10 contestants will be selected. We set categories based on the speakers
ages to ensure the contest’s diversity.

e Category A: Elementary or junior high school students
e Category B: High school students

e Category C: University Students

e Category D: Non-student, Working professionals

e Category E: Open Category

e Category F: University of Tokyo E.S.S. member



Note: Based on past applications and screening results, the tentative number of
slots for each category is set as follows:

e (Category A: 1

e (Category B: 2

e (Category C: 2

e (Category D: 1

e (ategory E: 3

e (Category F: 1
However, these numbers may change if there is a significant shift in the age
distribution of applicants or if the competitiveness for a particular category is low

(The benchmark is expected to be approximately four applicants per slot). Any
changes will be announced on the official website and other platforms.

Please note that applicants who are not selected for Category E will automatically
be considered for Categories A—D according to their age/position group. (Last year,
the open category selection was conducted after the age-based categories, but this
order has been altered.)

Categories A—E will be selected from general applicants, while Category F will be
determined through a rigorous internal preliminary selection within our club.

No more than two contestants from the same organization may participate in the
final round. (This does not limit the number of applications.)

Screening Procedure

Each applicant may submit only one speech entry.

€ 1) Preliminary Screening

Evaluation will be based on the following two materials:

1. 8-minute Speech manuscript (in Word format)

2. 1-minute Audio recording of the speech (in MP3 format)



The topic of the speech is not limited to the concept.

Previously presented speeches may be submitted if they have not been used in the
final round of this contest before.

Please note that the maximum audio length has been reduced from 8 minutes to 1
minute as of this year. This decision is intended to reduce the burden of screening.

@ 2) Final Round Screening
(Details to be announced after preliminary results)
1. Prepared Speech (Up to 8 minutes)

o Speeches must be delivered from memory without scripts. Exceeding
the time limit will result in a one-rank deduction in placement.

2. Q&A Session (3 minutes)
o A Q&A session with the judges will follow the speech. Questions from

the judges will be asked within the 3-minute session, but speakers
may continue answering even after the time limit has passed.

Application Instructions

Deadline: Saturday. November 1, 2026, 23:59
JST

e Both the manuscript and audio recording must be attached to and submitted
through the designated application form by the deadline.

e Except in cases where fault lies with the organizing committee, late
submissions will not be accepted under any circumstances.

e Incomplete submissions will be contacted via email.

Submission Guidelines

Please attach both your manuscript and audio file to the application form.



(1 Audio Submission Guidelines

e Attach an MP3 audio file with the speech title (in English) as the filename.
e Before you begin your speech, clearly state your speech title (in English).

e Do NOT include any personal information such as your name, school, or
company in the audio. (There are some exceptions to this regulation. Please
check the examples below. If you have any questions, please contact
todaihai2026@gmail.com)

Permitted Examples:

You may include personal identifiers ifthey are directly relevant to the
content of your speech (e.g., discussing your university as a topic) or ifthey
are part of a conversational dialogue (e.g., addressing someone by nhame
within a quoted conversation).
o Example: "The University of Tokyo, which | currently belong to, has a
serious problem."
o Example: "My friend said, 'Hey Taro, what’s wrong with you?"

Prohibited Examples:

DO NOT include self-introductions or any other statements that directly
identify you. This is to ensure fairness in the judging process.
o Example: "I'm Todai Taro, a student of the University of Tokyo. I'm 20
years old.”

e Please keep the speech within 1 minute in length. (The time spent
announcing your speech title at the beginning is NOT included in the
1-minute speech duration. Therefore, the length of the whole audio may
exceed 1 minute.) You may either finish your audio in the middle of a
sentence or finish earlier than 1 minute, but please note that exceeding the
time limit can lead to a deduction of your points.

e Please highlight in yellow the section of your speech that you read aloud in
the audio.

e Only the MP3 format is accepted.

e Avoid recording in noisy environments.

@ Manuscript Submission Guidelines

e Attach your manuscript as a Word file (.doc/.docx) named with the speech
title (in English).



DO NOT include any personal information in the manuscript. (There are
some exceptions to this regulation. Please check the examples below. If you
have any questions, please contact todaihai2026@gmail.com)

Permitted Examples:

You may include personal identifiers if they are directly relevant to the
content of your speech (e.g., discussing your university as a topic) or if they
are part of a conversational dialogue (e.g., addressing someone by name
within a quoted conversation).
o Example: "The University of Tokyo, which | currently belong to, has a
serious problem."
o Example: "My friend said, 'Hey Taro, what’s wrong with you?"

Prohibited Examples:

DO NOT include self-introductions or any other statements that directly
identify you. This is to ensure fairness in the judging process.
o Example: "I'm Todai Taro, a student of the University of Tokyo. I'm 20
years old.”

Formatting Requirements:

No restriction on the number of words. (The standard length of an 8-minute
speech is between 700 and 1000 words.)

Paper Size: A4

Margins: Standard (Top: 3.5 cm / Bottom, Left, Right: 3.0 cm)
Line Spacing: 1.5

Font: Century

Title: 12pt, bold, center-aligned

Body: 10.5pt, justified

Leave one blank line between the title and the body, and between
paragraphs

Use the Tab key for paragraph indentation
Leave two half-width spaces between sentences

Highlight the part of your speech script that you have read in the submitted
audio in yellow (#ffff00)



Penalties in Preliminary Screening
m Disqualification Criteria:

e |ate submission

e Audio exceeds the time limit

e Major violation of the submission guidelines

m Point Deductions (based on degree/frequency):
e Formatting errors in the manuscript
e Incomplete or incorrect entries in the application form

e Other deficiencies, as determined by the committee

m Changes from the past contest
e Addition of the Elementary or junior high school students category
e Priority of the age categories over the open category
e Simplification of the audio screening

e Highlighting a part of the speech script

¥ Application Form:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeP
GetlzjpiOwJ0OgAcdr44Jzk5JpFiVu9hYc4hugv976il
IMA/viewform?usp=header

Announcement of Preliminary Results

Scheduled for late December 2026
Applicants will be informed of the outcome via email, including further instructions


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePGetlzjpi0wJ0qAcdr44Jzk5JpFiVu9hYc4hugv976iIjMA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePGetlzjpi0wJ0qAcdr44Jzk5JpFiVu9hYc4hugv976iIjMA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePGetlzjpi0wJ0qAcdr44Jzk5JpFiVu9hYc4hugv976iIjMA/viewform?usp=header

for those advancing to the final round. Please make sure that you can receive email
from todaihai2026@gmail.com

Other Important Notes

e Manuscripts must be written by the speakers themselves. Plagiarism will
result in immediate disqualification.

e Quotations must be properly cited in accordance with standard academic
practice.

e Text corrections using language tools or Al software are allowed only for
minor grammatical or typographical errors.
The use of Al-generated content in whole or in part is strictly prohibited.
If inappropriate use is detected, the committee reserves the right to impose
penalties, including disqualification.

We are actively sharing updates and information via our official social media
platforms. Please feel free to follow us:

e Official Instagram: @todaihai_2026

o Official Website: Todai Trophy Contest Official Website

Inquiries
For questions, clarifications, or concerns, please contact us at:

The 21st University of Tokyo E.S.S. Trophy Oratorical Contest
Official Email: fodaihai2026@gmail.com

Please refrain from contacting our official social media accounts, the University of
Tokyo E.S.S., the University of Tokyo, or other related organizations (excluding
E.S.S.) directly.

We eagerly await your applications and look forward to witnessing your inspiring
speeches.

Sincerely,


mailto:todaihai2026@gmail.com
https://todaihai.com/index.html
mailto:todaihai2026@gmail.com

The 21st University of Tokyo E.S.S. Cup Executive Committee



