The heavy and the light letters
433 4al) g Aaddal) i g Al

In Arabic alphabet there heavy letters and light letters; there are heavy
letters all the time, and there are light letters all the time, and are letters
which are heavy in cases and light in another cases ( temporary heavy
letters) ; so, we have three groups of heavy and lights letters

1 - Heavy letters (all the time) 4adial) G g Al
2 — Light letters (all the time) 488 jal) (i g Al

3 — Temporary heavy letters

Let's begin with the first type

1 - Heavy letters (all the time) 4adial) i g al)

There are 7 heavy letters all the time in Arabic alphabet.
These lettersare: B¢ 3ehcg c yacgacy
They are formed in a sentence; 48 lhaza (i

These letters as we say are heavy in all its cases but the degree of
heaviness maybe different form case to another.

The way of pronouncing of a heavy letter

The heavy letters have the quality of Isti’laa “rising high”. Because while
pronouncing them, a part of the tongue (mostly the back part) rises up
to the roof makes the letter sound heavy.

Examples

P - o _ 29 o~ _ o; Z . e - Y 0~ 2 :5:. e
V5 agle caslazall Hie - a4 Hlall dadla - dalRl) — Qiall — d8K))

> - P - Z _ o - ) ) w .
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2 — Light letters (all the time) 488 yal) i g jal)

All the letters other than the heavy letters and the temporary heavy and
light letters.

The way of pronouncing light letters

The Light Letters have the quality of Istifaal “falling down”, by lowering
the tongue when pronouncing the light letter.

Examples

3 — Temporary heavy letters

Temporary heavy letters as we said recently are letters which are heavy
in cases and light in cases. We'll divide them in four types:

1 - Alif Madd 2l il

2 - The Ghunnah for Ikhfaa Haqigi &8 s iy 4ie

3 - The Laam of The Exalted Name of Allah 4) 4l 14l oY)
4 - Raa' letter being heavy or light 488 ) g) 4addal) ¢ )

Let's begin with the first type :

1 - Alif Madd ) )

The quality of Alif Madd being heavy or light depends on the letter
preceding Alif Madd. If the letter before Alif Madd was heavy, so Alif
Madd should accordingly take a heavy sound.

Examples

SR - Geel ) — Guald - AsdlA - Guadlall — Gl



éi;z@,@”;f)( A )( A

And if the letter before Alif Madd was light, so Alif Madd should
accordingly take a light sound.

Examples

L) o - ) — 2610 8 - S — A aly
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2 - The Ghunnabh for Ikhfaa Hagiqgi A8l ¢EaY) 48

If the following letter is heavy Gunnah should be heavy.

If the following letter is light, Gunnah should be light.



We'll study and give more examples in the lesson of Rules of Noon
Saakinah and Tanween.

3 - The Laam of The Exalted Name of Allah ) 43al) Jail a¥)

This is one of the temporary Qualities

a) If there is a Fatha or a Dhamma before the word of Allah or Allahum,
then l[aam in Allah will be heavy.
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b) If there is a kasrah before the word Allah, then the Laam in Allah or
Allahum will be light
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c) If the reader starts reading with the name of Allah, then Laam in Allah
or Allahom will be heavy.



o sl EAD A V) D) Y - g dsoeits

We can sum up the rules of the exalted name of Allah in the following
diagram

Laam (J) in the
Exalted name of Allah
Uyt Lal & 290 JJ.:-

P'é'm -
'S = S
If the letter If reader starts If the letter

before the name reading with the before the name
of Allah has fat- name of Allah of Allah has

hah or Kasrah
Dhammah
| |
v l ,
Lamm in
Allah

should be
light

Lamm in Allah
should be
heavy

4 - Raa' letter being heavy or light 48 jall g) daidall ¢

Cases of Raa' being heavy or light are 3 types;

1 - Raa' being heavy in 8 cases

2 - Raa' being light in 4 cases

3 - Raa' being heavy or light "the reader can read it heavy or light" in 2
cases

Let's clarify every type of these three types:

1 - Cases of Raa' being heavy

As we said in 8 cases:

1. If Raa' has fathah as in ul-*‘“)



If Raa' has sukoon and the letter before it has fathah as in e—UA

. If Raa' has sukoon and the letter before it has sukoon also (except

yaa letter) and the letter after it has fathah as in )mﬂ\j
If Raa' has Dhammah as in \jbés

If Raa' has sukoon and the letter before it has Dhammah as in
G el

If Raa' has sukoon and the letter before it has sukoon and the

oo 4

letter before it has Dammah as in

If Raa' has sukoon and the letter before it has a temporary Kasrah
(either written or spoken) as in eé—j g;*é—’)‘ LSJJ\ - ‘};%3\

If Raa' has sukoon and the letter before it has kasrelh and the letter

after it is an Isti’laa letter without kasrah as in u»‘-k)ﬁ — \J\-*é)‘j

2 - Cases of Raa' being light

As we said in 4 cases

1.

If Raa' has Kasrah asin 7= — ;-')5

2. If Raa' has sukoon and the letter before it has an original sukoon

(not temporary sukoon) and there isn't an an Isti’laa letter after it

asin u}‘—)ﬂ
If Raa' has sukoon and the letter before has sukoon and isn't an an

o o

Isti’laa letter and the letter before it has kasrah as in )-’35 —
If Raa' has sukoon and the letter before it is yaa leen with sukoon

o o~

asin s - jua Y

3 - Cases of Raa' being either heavy or light

As we said in two cases:

1.

If Raa' has sukoon and the letter before it has sukoon and the
letter after it is an an Isti’laa letter with kasrah if we complete
reading it with the word after it or we stop with Raom on it (the
Ra'om is to stop on the word with some beat of kasrah, fathah, or

Dammah) and this in the word QJUJS d)ﬁ But if we stop on the



word d)ﬂ with sukoon (temporary sukoon) (3% we should
pronounce it heavy because the cause of being light is removed
which is giving kasrah to the Isti’laa letter which is Qaaf &

2. If Raa' has sukoon and the letter before it is an Isti’laa letter with
sukoon and the letter before |t has kasrah and that on stopping

with temporary sukoon on )LSM — )-AA But if we don't stop
on these words and complete reading them with the next words,

the Raa'in )aA is heavy because it has fathah and the Raa' in
)-Lﬂj‘ is light because it has kasrah

The rules of heavy and light Raa' are shown in the following diagram



Depends on the
Harakah on Raa’ (L)

Look at the
previous letter
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Because the following JLllCr
(in the same word) is heavy
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the prtms letter
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Based on
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Rules of Tajweed by Maha Rashed

Show more lessons of Qur'an recitation and Tajweed rules on my blog :

https://arabicandquranacademy.blogspot.com/
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