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College Prep Science 
7th Grade •  2024-2025 
 

Course Description 
South Carolina seventh-grade students engage in thinking and 
solving problems the way scientists and engineers do to help 
them better see how science is relevant to their lives. To 
capitalize on the natural curiosity all students have about the 
world around them, learning experiences are built around the 
three dimensions of science: Science and Engineering Practices 
(SEPs), Crosscutting Concepts (CCCs), and Disciplinary Core 
Ideas (DCIs). This three-dimensional approach to teaching and 
learning helps educators provide meaningful learning 
experiences that offer varied entry points for students from 
diverse backgrounds. 
 
 
Standards and Objectives 
Course standards can be found on the state department website 
or by following this link: https://bit.ly/3bFK1pR. 

 
 
 
 

Quarter 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 

●​ Life in the Lab 

●​ Chemistry: Matter & How it Reacts 

●​ Science Fair 

Quarter 2 
 

●​ Chemical Reactions 
●​ Chemical Reaction in Cellular 

Process 
●​ Science Fair 

Quarter 3 
 

●​ Energy in Motion 

●​ Ecology 

●​ Science Fair 

Quarter 4 
 

●​ Earth and Human Activity 
 

 
Instructional Goals 
➔​ Solve problems using the scientific method.  
➔​ Analyze patterns and draw conclusions. 
➔​ Conduct research, hypothesize, test and evaluate 

solutions, and share discoveries. 
➔​ Engage in arguments about real scientific data.   
➔​ Learn about the diversity of life and how organisms relate 

to their environment. 
 
 
Tutoring 
Tutoring will be available upon request as needed.  More 
information about tutoring will be sent out via Google Classroom. 

Textbook & Resources 
Students will have online access to STEMscopes through their 
chromebook.  Hard copies of the STEMscopes student textbook 
will be kept in class. 
 
The Google Calendar for the class can be accessed through 
Google Classroom or from the teacher’s website.  This calendar 
will include information and due dates for assignments and 
assessments.     
 
 
Communication 
Communication will be through Google Classroom, PowerSchool, 
and email. Expect a response within 48 hours. 

 
 
Parent Portal 
 

IMPORTANT - Please check your Parent Portal account in order to keep track of your child’s grades through 
PowerSchool.  To set up access to the parent portal so you can monitor grades, send a clear picture of your driver's 
license to our registrar at jrichardson@lexrich5.org. She will help you gain access to the grades in the parent portal.  

https://bit.ly/3bFK1pR
mailto:jrichardson@lexrich5.org


Our district requires photo ID verification for identification purposes only prior to emailing sensitive information 
pertaining to any student. 
 

 

  Uniform Grading Policy 
The IMS Science Department will use category weights to determine the final grade.  Please see the list of categories below.  Major 
grades will be entered into the gradebook within ten school days while minor grades will be entered within five school days.  Midterm 
and final exams will count as 20% of the semester grade.  Please see the chart below for grade category and weights.   
 

 
 

NEW - Grading Policy 
During the 2024-2025 school year, School District Five of Lexington and Richland counties will continue the conversation about a district 
wide uniform grading practice. Until that is determined, Irmo Middle School will move to a macro grading system.  This means that any 
missing work will initially receive a score of zero in PowerSchool. At the end of the quarter, if your student's total grade is below a 50, 
then his/her teacher will override the grade to a 50. 
 
Science Fair 
As a CP student, your child is required to complete a science  project.  Grading for science fair projects will count in the 2nd semester.  
More information and dates will be distributed within the first nine weeks.   
 

Materials 
●​ Charged Chromebook 
●​ Pencils, Pencils, Pencils, Pencils 
●​ 3-Ring Binder or Pocket Folder 
●​ Notebook Paper 
●​ Colored Pencils or Crayons 

 
Science Lab Safety 
Science lab is a special classroom where engaging experiments and interesting activities happen throughout the year.  In order to 
provide all students with a safe lab classroom, it is important to learn about and understand the importance of lab safety rules.  All 
students AND guardians must agree to, sign, and return the attached science contract form in order to participate in lab activities.   
 
Google Classroom 
Google Classroom will be used for student’s assignments and our class calendar.  If you are not already connected to Google Classroom, 
please look forward to an email with your information to get logged in to our class.  
 

Attendance and Late Work 
As this is a lab science class, attendance is very important! Some labs can be made up, but others cannot. Those that cannot be made up 
will be excused if the student has an excused absence. HOWEVER, students will not be excused from the material being taught. Tests and 
other assignments are to be made up upon their return to class. Students are responsible for getting their make-up work when they 
return to class.  
 

Late work will be accepted at the discretion of the teacher, with late penalty. 
 
Signature Page & Contact Information 
Please keep this syllabus and lab safety rules for your records and complete/return the contract form to show that you and your child 
have read, understood and agreed to the syllabus and lab safety contract. Looking forward to an exciting year of discovery and learning! 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Science Contract Form 
**By submitting this form, you certify that you and your child have read, understand and agree to the lab safety contract.   

Child’s Name 
 

Child’s Signature 

Parent 1 Name 
 

Parent 2 Name 
 

Parent 1  Signature  
 

Parent 2 Signature 
 

Parent 1: Best Contact Number(s)  Parent 2: Best Contact Number(s) 

Parent 1: Best Email(s) 
 

Parent 2: Best Email(s) 

Date:  Date:  

 

Please put any questions that you may have for your science teacher in the space below.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Does your child wear contact lenses?         Yes        No   Is your child color blind?        Yes         No   

Does your child have allergies?       Yes         No   If so, what 
allergies?________________________________________ 

In the space below, please put any other information that you would like me to know about your child.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RETURN to your Science teacher. 
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