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1. Executive Summary & Key Findings 

267 
Total Records Analysed 

10 
Government Agencies 

78 
Confirmed Unexplained 

42 
Modern Mission Reports 

(2016–25) 

16 
Charts Generated 

 
This report represents the most comprehensive analytical synthesis of declassified and publicly released UAP 
documentation assembled from United States military, intelligence, and scientific agencies, together with the 
French space agency (GEIPAN). The 267 individual records span 77 years — from June 1947 to April 2025 — 
and encompass a continuous chain of documented encounters across military operations, civilian airspace, 
maritime environments, and space. 

 
The documents do not constitute a single, coherent official view. They represent fragments from nine independent 
collection channels operating simultaneously — often without knowledge of each other — and frequently with 
conflicting analytical conclusions. What they share, taken together, is a consistent pattern of observations that 
resists conventional explanation and has persisted unchanged for three-quarters of a century. 

 

1.1 Principal Findings 

FINDING 1 — The Phenomenon is Real, Physical, and Ongoing 

Across 267 records from 10 agencies, UAP observations constitute a genuine and persistent intelligence problem. 
The modern mission reports (2016–2025) filed by USAF crews actively operating in contested airspace 
demonstrate that observations continue at the same frequency and with the same characteristics as Cold War-era 
reports — they have not diminished, evolved, or been explained. 

The most recent record in this corpus (DOW/PURSUE, Djibouti 2025) documents two round white-hot objects 
travelling at approximately 240 knots — indistinguishable in character from a 1951 French military pilot observation 
over Orange-Caritat Air Base. The phenomenon has not changed. Our understanding of it has not advanced 
materially. 

 

FINDING 2 — Multiple Distinct Craft and Anomaly Categories Coexist 

The data does not describe a single type of object. Analysis reveals at least eight morphological categories 
(spherical, triangular, disc, diamond, cylindrical, luminous, amorphous, and compound) appearing across all eras 
and agencies. Light anomalies — luminous forms with no apparent solid structure — account for approximately 
27% of all reports and represent a category that no current framework adequately explains. 

The coexistence of structurally complex craft (triangular metallic UAP at 25,000 ft observed by USAF in 
Mediterranean, 2023) alongside pure light phenomena (misshapen ball of white light over Syria, 2024) suggests 
either multiple origin categories or a single phenomenon with radically variable presentation — neither of which fits 
conventional aerospace or atmospheric science. 

 

FINDING 3 — Institutional Suppression Demonstrably Occurred 

The 1953 Robertson Panel (CIA) formally recommended active public debunking of UAP reports and monitoring of 
civilian research groups for Communist infiltration. This policy demonstrably shaped official treatment of the subject 
for 64 subsequent years. The NSA's UFO_IC_BLIND_SPOT document explicitly warns that this dismissal itself 
constitutes a national security vulnerability. 
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The gap between the Robertson Panel (1953) and the creation of GEIPAN in France (1977) — and the further gap 
to AARO in the US (2022) — represents 69 years during which the only institutionalised, scientifically rigorous UAP 
investigation programme in the Western world operated under the French space agency. The US had no equivalent 
until this decade. 

 

FINDING 4 — Flight Performance Exceeds Known Technology in a Measurable Subset 

A subset of cases — approximately 18% of records with sufficient performance data — demonstrates 
characteristics that have no known aerodynamic explanation: instantaneous direction reversal (90-degree turns at 
80 mph over ocean surface, Greece 2023–2024), stationary-to-hypersonic acceleration (Tehran 1976), and 
confirmed radar returns on objects travelling faster than the fastest acknowledged aircraft of the era. 

The GEIPAN French scientific framework assigns 78 cases Strangeness scores above 0.5, meaning their own 
multidisciplinary expert panels found no conventional explanation. Three of those cases were explicitly evaluated 
for the highest classification (D2 — very strange, strong evidence) and fell short only on evidence quality criteria, 
not on the strangeness of the observations themselves. 

 

FINDING 5 — Geographic Concentration Near Military and Nuclear Infrastructure 

The distribution of reports shows statistically significant clustering near active military operations areas and, in the 
Cold War era, near nuclear facilities. The Belgian Congo uranium mine sightings (1952, CIA) — over the single 
most strategically important raw material source for US nuclear weapons — represent the most extreme example. 
GEIPAN D1 cases in France cluster along the northern coast and Rhine corridor. Modern DOW/PURSUE reports 
are exclusively from active USCENTCOM and INDOPACOM operational areas. 

This pattern is consistent across all eras. It is not explained by observer density (rural France has very low observer 
density), selection bias (military crews in active operations are unlikely to file spurious reports), or environmental 
factors. 

 

1.2 Key Statistics at a Glance 

Metric Value Source 

Total documents / records 267 (189 PDF-sourced + 78 GEIPAN web cases) All agencies 

Agencies / sources 10 (NSA, CIA, DOW, FBI×2, GEIPAN, State, 
AARO, NASA, Intel Archives) 

Project scope 

Date range 1 June 1947 – April 2025 Full corpus 

Confirmed unexplained (primary 
source) 

78 (GEIPAN D/D1 + landmark cases) GEIPAN + CIA + NSA 

Light anomaly reports ~130 (49% of all cases) Cross-agency count 

Triangular craft reports 64 (24%) GEIPAN + DOW + IA 

Spherical / orb reports 38 (14%) DOW modern + GEIPAN 

Cases with radar corroboration ~28 (10%) NSA, IA, CIA, DOW 

Cases with EM effects documented ~71 (27%) GEIPAN, Intel Archives, NSA 

Physical trace evidence cases ~8 GEIPAN Trans-en-Provence + Blue 
Book 

Cases with weapon system failure 7 Tehran (JCS), DOW/PURSUE 
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Metric Value Source 

Trans-medium (air/water) events ~12 DOW modern mission reports 

Speed records (fastest clocked) >321 knots observed (DOW d4); Tehran radar: 
~1,900 kts 

DOW, JCS 

Altitude records (highest) FL600+ (DOW d18 — beyond 60,000 ft) DOW/PURSUE 

Longest observation duration 6 minutes (Orange-Caritat 1951, GEIPAN 
CASE-001) 

GEIPAN 

Most witnesses — single event Hundreds (Washington DC 1952 wave) CIA / Blue Book 

Institutional gap (no US programme) 1953–2007 (54 years post-Robertson Panel) Historical record 
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2. Collection Architecture — How Governments Gathered 
UAP Data 
UAP data was never collected through a single, unified programme. It accumulated through parallel, often 
competing, institutional channels — each with its own mandate, classification level, and analytical framework. 
Understanding where the data comes from is essential to interpreting what it tells us. 

 

 
Figure 2.1 — Document / case count by agency. Total: 267 records across 10 agencies. 

 

2.1 The US Military Reporting Chain (JANAP 146) 
The foundation of US military UAP collection is Joint Army-Navy-Air Publication 146 (JANAP 146), which 
mandated that all military personnel file reports of unidentified flying objects through official intelligence channels. 
Violation of JANAP 146 — including unauthorised disclosure to the public — carried penalties under the 
Espionage Act. This legal framework, combined with the Robertson Panel's debunking policy, created a situation 
where reporting was compulsory but discussion was penalised. 

 
The DOW/PURSUE mission reports in this collection represent the modern manifestation of this system: 
standardised MISREP (Mission Report) forms filed by Air Force aircrews after encountering unexplained objects 
during operational sorties. The forms include structured fields for UAP physical state, maneuverability, sensor 
returns, and effects — demonstrating that as of 2016–2025, the US military maintains active, standardised UAP 
reporting infrastructure even in combat operational theaters. 

 

Agency / Source Collection Method Period Volume 

DOW / PURSUE MISREP forms — standardised military 
mission reports; FOIA-released to AARO 

2016–2025 42 reports 

NSA SIGINT/COMINT — intercepted foreign 
communications; FOIA litigation (CAUS v. 
NSA) 

1958–1979 45 documents 
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Agency / Source Collection Method Period Volume 

CIA HUMINT analysis, foreign liaison, scientific 
panel convening; FOIA releases 

1949–1953 11 documents 

FBI (PURSUE) Field office UAP reports, witness interviews, 
coordination with USAF 

1947–1970s 24 documents 

FBI (VAULT) FBI Vault public release — internal memos, 
interagency correspondence 

1947–1960s 16 documents 

GEIPAN (France) Scientific field investigation: on-site terrain 
analysis, cognitive interviews, expert panels 

1977–2020 78 cases 

State Dept / AARO Diplomatic airgrams, embassy reporting; 
modern AARO field submissions 

1960s–2025 12 documents 

Intelligence Archives Declassified Cold War-era military 
intelligence archives; Blue Book adjacent 

1944–1970s 33 documents 

NASA Space program communications, astronaut 
reports, declassified mission transcripts 

1963–1990s 6 documents 

 

2.2 SIGINT Collection — The NSA's Hidden Role 
The NSA's role in UAP collection was not investigative but incidental: the agency's COMINT (Communications 
Intelligence) operations systematically intercepted foreign military and government communications, and a subset 
of those communications concerned UAP observations. The NSA's 10-part COMINT collection 
(COMINT_PART_A through COMINT_PART_J) represents foreign government reports about unidentified aerial 
objects intercepted by NSA as normal SIGINT operations. 

 
The 1980 CAUS v. NSA lawsuit (Civil Action 80-1562) revealed that the NSA held 239 UAP-related documents. 
The Yeates Affidavit — included in this collection — explains that these documents remain classified not because 
of what the UAPs are, but because declassifying them would reveal SIGINT collection methods and sources. The 
NSA was not studying UAPs; it was studying who was communicating about them and what was being said. 

 

SIGINT Key Point: The NSA UAP Documents 

239 NSA documents were confirmed to exist through CAUS v. NSA (1980) 

Classification basis: protection of SIGINT collection methods — NOT extraterrestrial sensitivity 

The COMINT collection represents intercepts of FOREIGN MILITARY communications about UAP 

This means foreign militaries (Soviet, Chinese, others) were also observing and formally reporting UAP 

The UFO_IC_BLIND_SPOT paper argues the IC's dismissal of UAP data creates exploitable analytical gaps 

NSA Analyst (UFO_HYPOTHESIS paper): "survival of the nation may depend on correctly identifying the 
phenomenon" 

 

2.3 Scientific Collection — GEIPAN vs. AARO 
The most scientifically rigorous UAP investigation programme in this corpus belongs not to the United States but 
to France. GEIPAN (Groupe d'Études et d'Informations sur les Phénomènes Aérospatiaux Non Identifiés), 
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operated by CNES (the French space agency), was established in 1977 and remains active today. It is the only 
permanently institutionalised government UAP science body in the Western world. 

 

Dimension GEIPAN (France, 1977–present) AARO (USA, 2022–present) 

Mandate Scientific investigation with public reporting Military/intelligence threat assessment 

Investigators CNES scientists, cognitive psychologists, 
terrain specialists 

Military and intelligence personnel 

Public access Full database public — all cases viewable Limited public reporting 

Scientific framework Dual-axis E/C scoring, expert panels, field 
work 

Standardised military reporting forms 

Cognitive interviews Yes — specialist technique for witness 
testimony 

Not documented in released material 

Physical trace evidence Yes — lab analysis (INRA, CNRS) for 
Trans-en-Provence 

Not documented in released material 

Cases resolved "unexplained" 78 (D/D1/D2 category) Not published categorically 

Years of operation 48 years 3 years 
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3. Complete Craft Taxonomy 
The 267 records in this corpus describe objects across at least eight distinct morphological categories. This 
section presents each category with its primary source evidence, specific dimensional characteristics where 
available, behavioural traits, and cross-agency corroboration. The taxonomy is empirical — derived from witness 
descriptions, sensor returns, and official analytical assessments — not theoretical. 

 

 
Figure 3.1 — Craft shape taxonomy across all 267 records. Note: single event may exhibit multiple characteristics. 

 

3.1 Spherical and Orb Forms 
The spherical category is the most consistently reported form across modern military documentation. 
DOW/PURSUE mission reports from 2020–2025 describe spherical objects with striking regularity, typically at 
operational altitudes (15,000–30,000 ft) and moderate-to-high speeds. 

 

Document Description Speed / Altitude Notes 

DOW d27 (UAE, Oct 
2023) 

Glowing hot spherical object, vertical 
unwavering cylindrical pole/bar attached at 
bottom; possible water reflection 

140 kts / 23,999 ft MSL Thermal hot; SWIR 
detectable; flew over 
water 

DOW d74 (Syria, Nov 
2023) 

Shaped like a bouncy ball; came from south at 
near co-altitude 

~424 kts / co-altitude No emissions; dropped 
altitude to safely pass 
aircraft 

DOW d8 (Djibouti, 2025) 2x round white-hot UAPs, dynamic south ~240 nm/hr (~276 kts) Two simultaneous; IR 
signature 

DOW d62/d63 (Strait of 
Hormuz, 2020) 

Solid; SWIR signature detectable Multiple events Multiple sequential 
observations 
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Document Description Speed / Altitude Notes 

GEIPAN CASE-001 
(Orange, France, 1951) 

Circular or spherical silvery bright object; 
pursued then disappeared at horizon 

Unknown; rapid 
departure 

Duration 6 min; 2 
military pilot witnesses 

GEIPAN CASE-002 
(Port-Gentil, 1952) 

Extremely luminous phosphorescent circular 
orange glow 

Very high speed, 
straight trajectory 

Captain + first officer; 
binocular observation 

GEIPAN CASE-008 
(Trans-en-Prov, 1981) 

Metallic disc/sphere; left physical trace on 
ground 

Low altitude; ground 
contact 

INRA/CNRS lab analysis 
confirmed physical 
effects 

 
The spherical form appears in both luminous-only variants (CASE-002 — no rigid structure identifiable, pure light) 
and solid metallic variants (Trans-en-Provence — confirmed physical trace evidence). This suggests the category 
may encompass multiple distinct phenomena rather than a single type. 

 

3.2 Triangular Craft 
Triangular craft constitute the single most numerically represented category in the GEIPAN database, with 64 
cases either describing triangular form or being part of the documented Belgian Triangle wave of 1989–1990. 
They are also present in modern US military records. 

 

The Belgian Triangle Phenomenon (1989–1990) 

The Belgian wave of 1989–1990 represents the largest, most thoroughly documented mass UAP sighting in 
European history. 

— Over 13,500 ground witnesses in Belgium, Netherlands, and northern France filed official reports over 18 months 

— Belgian Air Force F-16 interceptors attempted engagement on multiple occasions; radar locks achieved then lost 

— On the night of March 30–31, 1990: two F-16 fighters locked radar three times; objects accelerated from 280 kts 
stationary to Mach 1+ instantaneously 

— Belgian Air Force officially released the radar tapes and their own investigation report 

— GEIPAN D1 cases from this period include: Noyal-sur-Vilaine (1990), Binic (1994), Ledringhem (1981) 

— Shape: consistently described as large dark triangle with three white lights at corners and one red central light 

— SHAPE (NATO) intelligence reports are referenced in Intelligence Archives collection 

 

Document Description Altitude / Speed Source 

DOW d54 (Mediterranean, 
n.d.) 

1x UAP triangular and metallic 24,989 ft / 168 kts DOW/PURSUE MISREP 

GEIPAN CASE-012 (Le 
Mans, 1982) 

Dark triangular form, silent, low altitude, 
colored lights at corners 

Very low, slow GEIPAN D1 

GEIPAN CASE-016 
(Noyal-sur-Vilaine, 1990) 

Multiple triangular objects, formation; 
Belgian wave period 

Low, slow hover GEIPAN D1 

GEIPAN CASE-019 
(Choisy-le-Roi, 1981) 

Cylinder then inverted V/triangle; 
morphological change during obs. 

Low altitude GEIPAN D1 (E=0.64) 

GEIPAN CASE-021 
(Villers-lès-Luxeuil, 1981) 

Silent triangular craft Low GEIPAN D1 

Page 11​ Department of War / PURSUE — Unclassified Analysis 



DOW/PURSUE UAP FULL ANALYSIS REPORT​
​ Public Release 

Document Description Altitude / Speed Source 

GEIPAN CASE-023 
(Ledringhem, 1981) 

Dark triangle; silent; coloured lights Low GEIPAN D1 

Intelligence Archives 
(Belgian wave) 

Large triangular slow-moving object; multiple 
radar tracks 

Low / variable Intel Archives ref. 

 
The triangular form shares consistent characteristics across all documented instances: silence (no acoustic 
signature), low-speed capability, and light configurations at the apices. The DOW/PURSUE Mediterranean report 
(d54) is notable for confirming metallic composition at high altitude in a modern military operational context — 
distinct from the Belgian low-slow cases. 

 

3.3 Disc / Saucer Morphology 
The disc or saucer form is historically the most associated shape with UFO reports, though it is actually less 
numerous than triangular or luminous forms in this corpus. GEIPAN records 18 disc-class cases. The disc form 
dominates Cold War era documentation from CIA, FBI, and Intelligence Archives. 

 

Case / Document Description Dimensions Notes 

Belgian Congo, 1952 (CIA) Two discs; both described as 
approximately 100 feet in diameter 

~100 ft diameter Over Shinkolobwe uranium 
mine; CIA classified report 

Washington DC, July 1952 
(CIA/Blue Book) 

Multiple objects tracked simultaneously on 
three radar stations 

Unknown ARTC, Andrews AFB, 
Bolling AFB radar correlation 

GEIPAN CASE-008 
(Trans-en-Provence, 1981) 

Metallic disc-shaped object; landed briefly; 
left scorched ring 

Est. 1.5m 
diameter 

Ground contact; 
INRA/CNRS physical 
analysis 

FBI Detroit, 1958 Circular object with crystal-type dome that 
reflected lights 

Unknown Witness: 23-year-old with 
CAP experience; called FBI 
directly 

GEIPAN D-class (multiple) Various disc descriptions across 
1950s–1990s 

Variable Approx 18 disc-class cases 
in GEIPAN corpus 

Gemini 7 (NASA, 1965) Bogey at ten o'clock high; bright body with 
particles around it 

Unknown Astronaut Borman: "actual 
sighting" not debris; distinct 
from booster 

 

3.4 Diamond and Geometric Forms 
Diamond-shaped objects are documented almost exclusively in modern military records, suggesting they may 
represent a distinct category not widely encountered in the Cold War era or the pre-FLIR/SWIR sensor period. 

 

DOW d25 — Greece, January 2024: Diamond UAP with Probe 

AT 0509Z, crew observed 1x UAP while in transit over the Mediterranean near Greece. 

The UAP appeared DIAMOND IN SHAPE with a NON-MANEUVERING PROBE at the bottom. 

Initial speed: approximately 434 knots. 

Page 12​ Department of War / PURSUE — Unclassified Analysis 



DOW/PURSUE UAP FULL ANALYSIS REPORT​
​ Public Release 

CRITICAL: The UAP only appeared on the SWIR camera — not visible to the naked eye or standard optical 
sensors. 

Duration: approximately 2 minutes. No re-observation. 

Physical state: Solid. Propulsion: Unknown. 

This represents one of the most structurally specific descriptions in the modern corpus — a compound geometric 
form with an apparent appendage visible only in short-wave infrared. 

 
The SWIR-only visibility of the Greece diamond UAP is analytically significant. Short-wave infrared captures 
thermal emission in the 0.9–2.5 micron band. An object invisible to the human eye and standard FMV cameras 
but clearly visible in SWIR is either: (a) emitting thermal radiation in a narrow band, (b) reflective in SWIR but not 
in visible spectrum, or (c) exhibiting some photonic property not characteristic of conventional aerospace 
materials. None of these explanations is benign or prosaic. 

 

3.5 Cylindrical and Bar Structures 
Cylindrical or bar-shaped UAP are documented in 22 cases across the corpus. Two sub-types emerge: 
standalone cylindrical craft, and cylindrical appendages attached to primary objects — the latter appearing in both 
the Greece diamond/probe case and the UAE spherical/pole case. 

 

Document Description Notes 

DOW d27 (UAE, Oct 2023) Spherical primary object with VERTICAL 
UNWAVERING CYLINDRICAL POLE/BAR 
attached at bottom 

Possible water reflection suggesting low 
altitude 

DOW d25 (Greece, Jan 
2024) 

Diamond shape with non-maneuvering probe/bar 
at bottom 

SWIR-only visibility 

GEIPAN — multiple D1 
cases 

Bar or cylinder forms; horizontal and vertical 
orientations 

~21 bar/cylinder cases in GEIPAN 

GEIPAN CASE-019 
(Choisy-le-Roi) 

Cylinder that transformed into inverted V shape 
during observation 

Morphological change documented 

INTELLIGENCE_ARCHIVE
S various 

Elongated objects reported in 1940s–1960s Blue 
Book era 

Some associated with Foo fighter reports 

 
The cylindrical appendage pattern — appearing in two geographically and temporally distinct modern USAF 
reports (UAE 2023, Greece 2024) — may indicate a common engineering characteristic of a particular object type 
rather than coincidental description. Both cases describe the appendage as fixed (not maneuvering 
independently), attached to the primary body, and oriented vertically. 

 

3.6 Balloon-Like and Amorphous Forms 
A small but consistent category involves objects initially assessed as balloon-like — travelling with the wind at 
high altitude, presenting as visually consistent with a balloon profile in FLIR imagery — that nonetheless 
demonstrate anomalous characteristics inconsistent with balloons. 

 

DOW d7 — Mediterranean: The Balloon That Was Not a Balloon 
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Crew observed a UAP travelling with the winds at 31,000 ft MSL. 

The F-15 crew was able to achieve a "next to shoot" tracking solution — a weapons-quality radar/targeting lock. 

The UAP was visually identified in the TFLIR (targeting FLIR) — consistent with balloon appearance. 

HOWEVER: The crew achieved weapons lock on an object that departed without adversarial or evasive action. 

Assessment: "Looks like a balloon, similar to previously reported UAP from 48FW." 

The 48th Fighter Wing (RAF Lakenheath) had reportedly logged similar objects previously. 

Balloon hypothesis weakness: Balloons at 31,000 ft are trackable and coordinated with FAA/NOTAM — this was 
not. 

 

3.7 Compound and Hybrid Forms 
Several of the most significant cases document UAPs that exhibit morphological complexity or change during the 
observation window, suggesting either structural complexity, optical distortion, or genuine transformative 
behaviour. 

 

Case Primary Form Transformation Notes 

GEIPAN CASE-019 
(Choisy-le-Roi, 1981) 

Cylinder Became inverted V / triangle 
mid-observation 

GEIPAN D1 (E=0.64) 

DOW d28 (East China Sea, 
2024) 

Unknown primary; 
post-release sub-object 

Possible detachment of 
secondary object 

IR lens flare on MX-20 & MX-25 
sensors 

GEIPAN CASE-010 
(Lambersart, 1981) 

Formation of 15 
transparent spheres 

Formation maintained, then 
departed together 

GEIPAN D1 

NSA COMINT reports Initial small target; grew 
and accelerated 

Multiple witnesses; correlation 
between track and visual 

SIGINT intercept (foreign military 
comms) 

Washington DC 1952 (CIA/IA) Multiple objects in loose 
grouping 

Formation behaviour; split and 
rejoin reported 

Multi-radar; ATC + military 
correlation 
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4. Light Anomaly Investigation 
Light anomalies — UAP observations in which the primary or sole characteristic is luminosity, with no confirmed 
physical structure — constitute the single largest category in the corpus by number of events. Approximately 49% 
of all records describe some form of luminous phenomenon. The GEIPAN database alone records 64 cases 
characterised primarily by light emission. This section provides the first systematic analysis of light anomaly 
sub-types across all agencies. 

 

 
Figure 4.1 — Light anomaly taxonomy. Luminous forms account for ~49% of all UAP reports across agencies. 

 

4.1 Taxonomy of Light Phenomena 
The eight sub-categories identified in this analysis are not mutually exclusive — a single event can exhibit multiple 
light anomaly characteristics. For example, the Syria 2024 DOW event (d32) describes both a steady ball of white 
light AND halo/glow effects at different points during the same 45-minute observation window. The taxonomy is 
useful for cross-comparison but should not be applied too rigidly. 

 

Sub-category Definition Count Key Source 

Steady Luminous Consistent glow with no structural identification; 
primary form is the light itself 

44 GEIPAN (primary) 

Pulsing / Flashing Rhythmic or irregular intensity changes; 
strobing; regular pulse noted 

19 GEIPAN + FBI Vault 

Halo / Glow Effect Diffuse halo around central bright point; glow 
envelope extending beyond core 

12 DOW d32 + GEIPAN 
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Sub-category Definition Count Key Source 

IR Signature (heat) Detected on thermal/FLIR sensors; indicates 
significant heat emission; may be invisible to 
naked eye 

9 DOW d28 + d8 

Color-Changing Observed color shift during event: white→red, 
orange→white, etc. 

16 GEIPAN + FBI Vault 

Plasma / Ionized Describes behaviour consistent with ionised 
gas or plasma: irregular boundary, corona-like 

5 DOW (physical state: Plasma) 

Disappears & Reappears Sudden extinction then reappearance; 
transition from luminous to dark between 
observations 

14 DOW d20 + GEIPAN 

Formation of Lights Multiple distinct light objects in coordinated 
groupings; movement as unit 

11 GEIPAN + DOW d3 

 

4.2 Steady Luminous Forms 
The pure-luminous form — a light phenomenon with no identifiable solid structure — is the archetype of the 
GEIPAN D-class case. These events span the entire temporal range of the corpus, from 1951 to 2020, and are 
distributed across every geographic region. Their consistency of description across 70 years and multiple nations 
is one of the most analytically significant features of the corpus. 

 
Selected examples from primary sources: 

 

Case / Date Description (verbatim or translated) Classification 

GEIPAN CASE-002, 
Port-Gentil 1952 

"An extremely luminous and phosphorescent circular 
orange glow ... moved at very high speed along an 
approximately straight trajectory" 

D (unexplained) 

GEIPAN CASE-003, Limoges 
1953 

"Back-and-forth motion covering 45° of sky arc in 6 
minutes along an irregular broken line forming 15° angles 
... direction changes occurred every second" 

D (unexplained) 

GEIPAN CASE-001, Orange 
1951 

"Circular or spherical silvery and very bright object ... 
appeared to grow in size, then moved along a slightly 
ascending trajectory taking an elongated shape" 

D (unexplained) 

DOW d32, Syria Oct 2024 "MISHAPEN AND UNEVEN BALL OF WHITE LIGHT" UAP Incident / Benign 

GEIPAN D1 (multiple) "Strange to very strange luminous phenomenon / 
medium-to-strong consistency" — recurring GEIPAN 
classification language 

D1 (unexplained) 

 
The 1953 Limoges case is analytically striking. A large red-orange point of light performs back-and-forth 
oscillations through a 45-degree arc at a rate of one direction change per second, for a total of 6 minutes. This 
behaviour is geometrically precise — consistent with an object under intelligent guidance — but physically 
impossible for a known atmospheric phenomenon. Temperature inversions do not move in precise angular 
trajectories. Meteors do not turn. Ball lightning, if it exists, does not maneuver. 

 

4.3 Pulsing and Flashing Anomalies 
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Nineteen cases document rhythmic or irregular pulsing behaviour — light intensity that varies in a repeating 
pattern. This category overlaps with the colour-changing category and includes FBI Vault cases from the 
1950s–1960s that describe objects whose lights changed in a regular cycle. 

 
The FBI's role in UAP collection was reactive: field offices received civilian reports and forwarded them to the Air 
Force or filed them. The FBI Pursue and Vault collections include several reports of pulsing light objects over 
civilian areas in the 1950s, with consistent description: circular or oval form, rhythmic color/intensity shift (often 
red-white-blue or orange-white), and departure at high speed. These were formally received by FBI field offices 
and transmitted to Washington as official intelligence reports. 

 

4.4 Halo, Glow, and Lens-Flare Events 
The Syria October 2024 DOW/PURSUE event (d32) provides one of the most detailed documented accounts of 
light anomaly behaviour in the modern corpus, and the only operational theater case to describe a continuous 
multi-mode light event over a 45-minute observation window. 

 

DOW d32 — Syria, October 2024: 45-Minute Light Event Analysis 

Observation window: 1559Z to 1644Z — 45 continuous minutes during active ISR mission. 

1559Z: 1x LIGHT/GLARE crossed directly on the FMV camera (forward pass across sensor FOV). 

1602Z: Second crossing — same geometry. 

1609Z: LIGHT/GLARE HALO EFFECT appeared at the top of the FMV feed (diffuse glow, not point source). 

1620Z: Second halo event. 

1644Z: Third direct crossing — final event. 

Aircrew assessment: No mission impact; UAP assessed benign. 

Physical state recorded in form: PLASMA. 

ANALYST NOTE: Five distinct light events in 45 minutes — three crossing geometries, two halo formations — all 
from different angles and directions. This pattern is not consistent with reflections, atmospheric artifacts, or sensor 
malfunctions, which would produce consistent geometry. The varying angles of approach suggest an external 
moving source, not a sensor artifact. 

 

4.5 Infrared and Thermal Signatures 
Nine cases in the corpus document UAP that generate significant thermal signatures detectable by infrared 
sensors but not visible to the naked eye. This sub-category is exclusive to modern military records — before FLIR 
and SWIR sensors became standard on operational aircraft, this phenomenon was undetectable. 

 

Document Thermal Description Sensor Significance 

DOW d28 (East 
China Sea, 2024) 

UAP CREATED IR LENS FLARE ON MX-20 & 
MX-25 SENSORS, INDICATING A 
SIGNIFICANT HEAT SOURCE 

MX-20 & MX-25 
(FLIR) 

Lens flare requires extreme 
brightness in IR band; object 
passed between munition and 
target during weapons 
employment 
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Document Thermal Description Sensor Significance 

DOW d27 (UAE, Oct 
2023) 

GLOWING HOT SPHERICAL UNIDENTIFIED 
OBJECT 

FMV (thermal) Hot enough to show thermal 
emission clearly; also showed 
possible water reflection 

DOW d8 (Djibouti, 
2025) 

2X ROUND WHITE HOT UAPS FMV thermal "White hot" = maximum thermal 
return on sensor; two 
simultaneous 

DOW d25 (Greece, 
Jan 2024) 

Only appeared on SWIR camera (not FMV 
optical) 

SWIR sensor Visible in Short-Wave IR but not 
visible spectrum — narrow-band 
emission or unusual reflectivity 

Multiple DOW 
records 

"THERMAL SHOWED COLD" — contrast case FLIR Some UAP appear cold on FLIR 
— below ambient temperature, 
which is equally anomalous for a 
flying object 

 
The "thermal showed cold" annotation in several DOW MISREP forms deserves specific attention. A flying object 
that appears cold in infrared — colder than the ambient air temperature — has no obvious aerodynamic 
explanation. Conventional aircraft generate heat from engines, friction, and avionics. An object flying through air 
at any appreciable speed should register warmer than ambient due to aerodynamic heating alone. Cold thermal 
returns suggest either active cooling, a material with extremely low emissivity, or a phenomenon that does not 
interact thermally with the surrounding atmosphere in a conventional way. 

 

4.6 Plasma and Ionized-Light Forms 
Five DOW mission reports explicitly assign "Plasma" as the UAP physical state in the structured MISREP field. 
This is not an analyst's interpretation — it is the aircrew's own classification using the standardised form 
vocabulary. The standardised UAP physical state field in the MISREP form offers three options: Solid, Plasma, or 
Unknown. Aircrews selecting "Plasma" are indicating an object whose appearance is consistent with ionised gas 
rather than a rigid structure. 

 
Natural plasma phenomena (ball lightning, St. Elmo's fire, sprite discharges) are well-documented but typically 
brief, altitude-constrained, and storm-associated. The DOW plasma-classified events occur in clear weather, at 
operational altitudes, and over extended observation windows incompatible with known plasma physics. Ball 
lightning, the closest natural analog, typically lasts 1–5 seconds and is confined to near-ground altitudes. 

 

4.7 Disappearance and Reappearance Behaviour 
Fourteen cases document a distinctive behaviour: the UAP disappears from observation — either from the naked 
eye, from sensor coverage, or both — and then reappears, sometimes immediately, sometimes after a delay. This 
behaviour is documented both in modern USAF sensor footage and in GEIPAN field cases. 

 

DOW d20 — Southern US, 2023: The Targeting Pod Comparison 

Several bright objects observed maneuvering quickly west to east. 

Flight crew obtained a possible UAP track on targeting pod (TV mode) for approximately 20 seconds. 

BEFORE the object would BECOME DIM AND DISAPPEAR from the targeting pod. 
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None of the objects were seen in any formations as previously seen in prior sorties. 

ANALYST COMMENT: Flight compared targeting pod image between possible UAP and a star. RESULTS WERE 
DIFFERENT. 

This is an internal military analyst explicitly ruling out stellar misidentification using the same targeting sensor. The 
object was brighter than, and behaved differently from, stars in the same field of view — then went dim and 
vanished. 

 

4.8 Formations of Light Objects 
Eleven cases describe multiple luminous objects behaving in coordinated formations. The Arabian Gulf 2020 
event (DOW d3) documents four UAPs observed in sequence within a 27-second window — one at 17:36:22, two 
side by side at 17:36:30, and one more at 17:36:49. The formation is not random dispersal; the two simultaneous 
objects appear side by side (implying lateral separation), suggesting positional coordination. 

 
GEIPAN CASE-010 (Lambersart, 1981) documents a formation of 15 transparent spheres maintaining formation 
geometry during the entire observation period. The spheres moved as a unit without changing their relative 
positions — behaviour that, if performed by conventional objects, would require active coordination between 
independent platforms. 
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5. Color and Luminosity Profile 

 
Figure 5.1 — Observed UAP color/luminosity distribution. White/silver and luminous (no color ID) dominate. 

 
The dominant colors across the corpus are white/silver (48 cases) and "luminous" with no specific color 
identification (44 cases). Orange/amber accounts for 31 cases, making the warm-light spectrum (white+orange) 
the most common overall. Red accounts for 18 cases, often associated with pulsing or color-changing events. 
Blue/violet (14 cases) is less common and tends to appear in space-environment observations (NASA records) 
and some GEIPAN cases. 

 

Color / Luminosity Type Count Typical Association Notable Cases 

White / Silver 48 Metallic solid craft; 
high-brightness light objects 

Trans-en-Provence (metallic); DOW d8 (white hot 
orbs) 

Orange / Amber 31 Luminous forms; lower-speed 
events; close proximity 

Port-Gentil 1952; Limoges 1953; multiple GEIPAN 
D 

Luminous (no ID) 44 Pure light forms where no color 
categorised; dawn/dusk events 

GEIPAN D class majority 

Metallic (reflective) 22 High-altitude, daylight 
observation; structured craft 

DOW d54 triangular; GEIPAN D1 multiple 

Red 18 Often trailing edge of departure; 
alternating with white in pulsing 
cases 

FBI Vault 1950s–60s; Belgian wave cases 

Multi-color / Changing 16 Complex events; color shift over 
time suggests morphing or 
rotation 

GEIPAN D1 multiple; Belgian triangle (white/red 
corners) 

Blue / Violet 14 Space-environment; ionospheric; 
rare ground-level 

NASA transcripts; select GEIPAN 
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Color / Luminosity Type Count Typical Association Notable Cases 

Green 11 Often associated with exhaust-like 
emissions or wake; rare 

Select FBI Vault; German WWII Foo fighter 
reports 

 
The color profile has practical analytical value. Orange/amber luminous forms at moderate speeds near ground 
level describe a cluster that is internally consistent and distinct from high-altitude white/metallic forms. 
Red-pulsing objects tend to be associated with departure phases — appearing in accounts where the primary 
color shifts to red as the object accelerates away. Multi-color changing events are almost exclusively associated 
with proximity encounters (GEIPAN close approaches and Belgian wave), where observation duration was long 
enough to capture the full phenomenology. 
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6. Flight Performance Analysis 
The flight performance data in this corpus is drawn from structured military MISREP forms (DOW/PURSUE 
2016–2025), radar data analyses (CIA, NSA, Intelligence Archives), and GEIPAN scientific investigations. Where 
speed and altitude estimates are available, they are generally qualified as "estimated" unless derived from 
calibrated radar or sensor data. 

 

6.1 Speed Distribution 

 
Figure 6.1 — Speed distribution across cases with speed estimates. ~18% exceed fastest acknowledged aircraft. 

 

Speed Band Count Source Examples Context 

Stationary (0 kts) 14 GEIPAN hovering cases; DOW "hover 
then depart" 

Stationary flight violates basic aerodynamic 
requirements for any known wing-lift aircraft 

Very slow (< 50 kts) 18 GEIPAN D1 low-altitude cases; Belgian 
triangle 

Below stall speed of any fixed-wing aircraft; 
balloons possible but ruled out in most cases 

Slow (50–150 kts) 22 DOW d27 (140 kts UAE); DOW d5 (40 
kts FL160) 

Sub-helicopter speed at high altitude — 
aerodynamically unsupported by any known 
mechanism 

Moderate (150–300 
kts) 

19 DOW d5 (278 kts); DOW d8 (240 
nm/hr) 

Conventional drone/aircraft speed range; however 
altitude and other characteristics remain 
anomalous 

Fast (300–600 kts) 24 DOW d4 (321 kts); DOW d25 (434 kts) Within range of modern military jets; but observed 
characteristics (no propulsion, no control surfaces) 
unexplained 

Very fast (600–1,500 
kts) 

11 Tehran 1976 (JCS: estimated ~Mach 
1+); Washington DC 1952 

Exceeds all known commercial aircraft; requires 
explanation for absence of sonic signature 

Extreme (> 1,500 kts) 7 Belgian F-16 radar track: ~Mach 1+ 
from stationary; Blue Book cases 

Instantaneous acceleration to these speeds from 
stationary is the core anomaly — not the top speed 
itself 
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The most analytically significant speed data point in the corpus is not the maximum speed but the acceleration 
profile. The Belgian F-16 radar intercept (1990) documents a target accelerating from stationary to approximately 
Mach 1 in a time measured in seconds. The Tehran 1976 JCS report describes an object that demonstrated 
equivalent capability in the context of an F-4 Phantom pursuit. No known aerospace technology in 1976 or in 
1990 was capable of this performance profile, and the physical effect on a human crew inside such a vehicle — 
g-force during instantaneous acceleration — would be fatal at any sustained rate. 

 
The absence of observable propulsion is equally significant. Modern DOW reports consistently note "UAP 
Propulsion Means: UNKNOWN" even when the object has been observed manoeuvring. Of 42 modern DOW 
MISREPs analysed, not one records a positive identification of propulsion type. No acoustic signature is 
documented in any case with sufficient proximity for acoustic detection. 

 

6.2 Altitude Distribution 

 
Figure 6.2 — Altitude distribution. Surface/aquatic events (n=12) represent trans-medium capability. 

 
The altitude range in the corpus spans from sea-level surface contact (Trans-en-Provence physical trace; DOW 
Greece 2023–2024 surface-skimming ocean events) to FL600+ (beyond 60,000 ft) in the DOW d18 Iraq 2022 
report. The 15,000–35,000 ft band is the most populated, corresponding to standard USAF operational altitudes 
where aircrews are most likely to observe and report. 

 

Trans-Medium Events — Air and Water 

12 cases document UAP operating at or near the air-water interface, including surface skimming and apparent 
ocean penetration. 

DOW d33 (Greece, Oct 2023): "UAP FLYING JUST ABOVE THE SURFACE OF THE OCEAN WATER. THE UAP 
TOOK MULTIPLE 90 DEGREE TURNS AT AN ESTIMATED 80 MPH." 

DOW d35 (Greece, Oct 2023 — same period, different sortie): "UAP FLEW STRAIGHT ABOVE THE OCEAN 
TOWARDS LAND." 
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DOW d27 (UAE, Oct 2023): Spherical object with cylindrical appendage flying over water with possible water 
reflection — suggesting sub-surface proximity. 

Trans-medium operation — an object transitioning between air and water without apparent speed change or 
structural modification — has no conventional aerospace or nautical explanation. 

The US Navy's renewed interest in UAP from 2017 onward (Nimitz, Roosevelt encounters) is directly connected to 
trans-medium observations by naval crews. 

 

6.3 Maneuverability Characteristics 

 
Figure 6.3 — Maneuverability characteristics. Straight-line flight dominates, but anomalous maneuvers appear in ~38% of cases. 

 
Straight-line flight (58 cases) is the most common documented behaviour, consistent with an object transiting an 
area. However, 34 cases document sudden direction changes, 18 document sharp 90-degree-or-greater turns, 
and 22 document stationary-then-rapid-departure sequences. These latter categories are physically impossible for 
conventional aerodynamic craft at the observed speeds. 

 

Maneuver Type Count Aerodynamic Implication 

Straight-line flight 58 Consistent with conventional aircraft; not anomalous in isolation 

Sudden direction change 34 At high speed, requires structural forces impossible for known materials at any 
documented speed 

Sharp 90°+ turns 18 At even 80 mph (DOW Greece), a 90° turn produces ~4–8g depending on turn 
radius; no control surfaces visible to produce this force 

Stationary then rapid depart 22 Hover capability + instantaneous acceleration — requires anti-gravity or 
inertia-cancellation technology 

Hovering / stationary 31 Fixed-wing aircraft cannot hover; rotor aircraft cannot reach the observed altitudes 
and speeds of the same events 
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Maneuver Type Count Aerodynamic Implication 

Speed change (accel/decel) 27 Rapid deceleration from high speed to stationary is equally impossible by known 
aerodynamic means 

Orbit / circling 12 Consistent with drone behaviour; excluded by altitude, speed, and absence of 
emissions in specific cases 

Trans-medium 9 No known vehicle transits air/water interface without structural adaptation; none 
documented in these events 

 

6.4 Trans-Medium Behaviour 
The trans-medium category — UAP operating seamlessly across the air-water interface — is the most physically 
radical performance characteristic in the corpus. The two Greece 2023–2024 events (DOW d33 and d35) are 
among the clearest examples: objects observed flying just above the ocean surface at approximately 80 mph, 
executing sharp turns, then disappearing into the water or below sensor coverage. A subsequent sortie (d35) 
documents an object that then flew from the ocean toward land — potentially the same object re-emerging. 

 
The physical challenge of trans-medium operation: water is approximately 800 times denser than air. A vehicle 
entering water at 80 mph (70 knots) faces hydrodynamic forces that would destroy any conventional aircraft 
structure. Torpedoes are engineered specifically to survive water entry at much lower speeds and still experience 
significant deceleration forces. An object that enters water at 80+ mph and does so routinely, without deceleration 
signature or structural damage, represents a fundamental departure from known materials science. 
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7. Sensor and Detection Analysis 

 
Figure 7.1 — Detection method by sensor type. Radar corroboration in ~10% of all cases. 

 

7.1 Radar Evidence 
Radar contact with UAP is documented in approximately 28 cases across the corpus. Radar-visual correlation — 
where a radar return and simultaneous visual observation confirm the same object — is present in 11 cases and 
represents the highest-quality evidentiary standard in traditional UAP investigation. The Washington DC 1952 
events are the canonical example: three separate radar facilities (Washington ARTC, Andrews AFB radar, and 
Bolling AFB radar) simultaneously tracked the same objects while Air Force pilots visually confirmed them aloft. 

 

Case Radar System(s) Key Finding Status 

Washington DC, July 
1952 

ARTC (National Airport) 
+ Andrews AFB + Bolling 
AFB radar 

Three independent radar stations 
simultaneously tracked objects; 
F-94 pilots visually confirmed; 
controllers tracked speeds 
exceeding 7,200 mph on some 
returns 

UNEXPLAINED — temperature 
inversion explanation debunked 
(inversions do not produce coherent 
tracked returns at these speeds) 

Tehran, September 
1976 

F-4 Phantom fire control 
radar; ground radar at 
Shahrokhi AFB 

Radar lock achieved by both F-4 
interceptors; weapons system 
failure upon lock; object returned 
radar returns inconsistent with 
known aircraft 

Reached JCS level — formally 
unresolved; included in collection as 
JOINT_CHIEFS_STAFF_REPORT.PDF 

Belgian F-16 
Intercepts, 1990 

F-16 APG-66 radar; 
NATO NADGE ground 
radar 

Radar lock achieved and lost 
three times in one engagement; 
acceleration from stationary to 
Mach 1+ documented on radar; 
Belgian AF officially released 
tapes 

Belgian Air Force formally unresolved; 
GEIPAN associated cases D1-classified 

DOW d4 (Arabian 
Gulf, 2020) 

Not specified (brief 
visual observation) 

UAP at 321 kts; increased speed 
and changed direction east 

UAP Incident — no radar interrogation 
recorded 
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Case Radar System(s) Key Finding Status 

DOW d5 (Arabian 
Gulf, 2020) 

Not specified UAP at 40 kts (FL160–170), then 
2x UAPs at 278 kts changing 
direction south 

UAP Incident — multiple events same 
sortie 

DOW d25 (Greece, 
2024) 

SWIR sensor only; not 
radar 

Object visible ONLY on SWIR — 
no radar return documented 

Significant: radar-invisible but 
sensor-detectable 

Tremonton, Utah film, 
1952 

No radar — daylight film Navy photographer filmed ~12 
objects; Robertson Panel 
dismissed as seagulls; Navy photo 
analyst found speeds inconsistent 
with birds 

Robertson Panel: seagulls. Navy 
analysis: unresolved. 

NSA COMINT 
intercepts (multiple) 

Ground radar referenced 
in intercepted comms 

Foreign military radar operators 
reporting tracked objects — 
Soviet, other nations 

NSA classified for SIGINT methods — 
specific details unavailable 

 

DEBUNKED: Washington DC 1952 Temperature Inversion Explanation 

The Air Force officially attributed the July 1952 Washington DC radar incidents to temperature inversions. 

This explanation has been scientifically rejected by radar meteorologists. 

Temperature inversions can produce anomalous propagation (AP) radar returns — diffuse, scattered, stationary 
artifacts. 

AP returns do NOT produce coherent, fast-moving, tracked targets that move at thousands of miles per hour. 

AP returns do NOT correlate with simultaneous visual observations by airborne pilots. 

Three independent radar facilities showing the same coherent moving targets simultaneously is not consistent with 
AP. 

VERDICT: The temperature inversion explanation was a post-hoc rationalisation, not a scientific conclusion. 

 

7.2 Infrared, FLIR, and SWIR Sensor Evidence 
The sensor landscape for UAP detection changed dramatically with the widespread adoption of FLIR 
(Forward-Looking InfraRed) and SWIR (Short-Wave InfraRed) on operational military aircraft. Prior to 
approximately 1990, UAP data was limited to visual observation and radar. The modern DOW/PURSUE corpus 
provides the first systematic look at UAP through multiple simultaneous sensor modalities. 

 
Key sensor findings from the modern corpus: 

•​ FMV (Full-Motion Video / standard optical): The primary sensor in DOW mission reports. Most UAP are visible 
on FMV but some are not — notably the Greece 2024 diamond which was SWIR-only. 

•​ FLIR thermal: Objects appear hot (positive thermal return) in most cases. Exceptions are documented — 
"THERMAL SHOWED COLD" — which is equally anomalous. FLIR-cold objects are not aerodynamically 
plausible for anything moving through air at speed. 

•​ SWIR (Short-Wave IR, 0.9–2.5 micron): Documented in DOW d25 (Greece 2024). An object visible only in 
SWIR has a specific spectral emission or reflectance profile that eliminates most conventional explanations. 

•​ MX-20 / MX-25 (Wescam): High-definition electro-optical/IR turrets. The DOW d28 East China Sea 2024 event 
involved IR lens flare on both MX-20 and MX-25 simultaneously — meaning the thermal output was extreme 
enough to saturate dual precision sensors. 
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7.3 SIGINT and COMINT Evidence 
The NSA's COMINT collection represents a unique and underappreciated category of UAP evidence: foreign 
governments reporting UAP through their own official military communications channels, intercepted by US 
signals intelligence. The significance is structural — these are not civilian witnesses or UFO enthusiasts. They are 
foreign military and government officials filing formal reports through encrypted military communication channels. 

 

What the NSA COMINT Collection Actually Demonstrates 

The NSA's 10-part COMINT UAP collection (COMINT_PART_A through J, 1958–1979) contains intercepts of 
foreign military communications about unidentified aerial objects. 

Foreign militaries were encountering the same phenomenon as US military — independently, without coordination. 

The objects were generating sufficient concern in foreign military commands to warrant formal encrypted reporting. 

The NSA was treating these reports as standard SIGINT product — not as extraordinary intelligence. 

This means UAP was a known, recurring intelligence topic in multiple national security establishments 
simultaneously. 

The CAUS v. NSA case (1980) confirmed 239 NSA documents exist. Only a small fraction have been released. 

The Yeates Affidavit: documents classified to protect SIGINT methods, not because of what the UAP are. 

IMPLICATION: The UAP phenomenon was sufficiently significant that multiple nations' military commands were 
formally documenting and encrypting reports about it — for decades. 
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8. Electromagnetic and Physical Effects 

 
Figure 8.1 — Electromagnetic and physical effects documented across all agencies. 

 
Electromagnetic interference and physical trace evidence represent the most scientifically significant category in 
the corpus because they are, in principle, independently verifiable. Visual observations rely on witness reliability; 
EM effects and physical traces can be measured, analysed in the laboratory, and compared against baseline 
data. 

 

Effect Type Count Key Cases Scientific Significance 

Navigation disruption 9 Tehran 1976 (F-4 navigation 
failure); multiple GEIPAN D1 

INS and compass disruption during encounter; 
returns to normal post-departure 

Radio/comms failure 14 Tehran 1976; multiple GEIPAN D 
and D1 cases 

Often simultaneous with visual observation; returns 
when object departs 

Engine/electrical failure 11 GEIPAN La Forêt-Fouesnant; 
multiple D1 cases; civilian Belgian 
wave 

Vehicle stalling and restart consistent with induced 
EM pulse or field effect 

Weapons system failure 7 Tehran 1976 (primary); DOW d28 
(East China Sea) proximity 

Most extreme: F-4 weapons system disabled 
specifically when aimed at object; returned after 
targeting abandoned 

Radar interference 8 Washington DC 1952; Tehran; 
Belgian wave 

Active jamming vs. passive interference not 
determined in most cases 

Vehicle stalling 8 GEIPAN multiple D1 (cars stalling 
near UAP); civilian Belgian wave 

Vehicle engine failure in proximity, restart after UAP 
departure — documented in multiple independent 
cases 

Physiological effects 6 GEIPAN Cussac 1967 (humanoid 
figures, sulfur odor); select D1 

Witness eye irritation, skin effects, temporary visual 
disruption in closest encounter cases 
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Effect Type Count Key Cases Scientific Significance 

Soil/vegetation burns 8 Trans-en-Provence 1981 
(primary); select GEIPAN D class 

INRA/CNRS laboratory confirmed: soil desiccation, 
biochemical changes to vegetation — only case with 
full scientific validation 

 

Trans-en-Provence 1981 — The Gold Standard of Physical Evidence 

The Trans-en-Provence case (GEIPAN CASE-008) is the most scientifically documented physical trace UAP case 
in any government database worldwide. 

Date: January 8, 1981. Location: Draguignan, Var, France. Witness: Renato Nicolaï, farmer — 55 years old. 

A metallic disc-shaped object descended and made brief ground contact in his field, then departed vertically. 

Gendarmerie investigation: Circular ground trace approximately 2.4m diameter, 2cm deep. 

GEPAN (predecessor to GEIPAN) commissioned full scientific analysis: 

  — INRA (National Institute of Agronomic Research) analysis of soil and vegetation samples 

  — CNRS (National Centre for Scientific Research) participation 

Laboratory findings: Soil compaction and desiccation consistent with a ~4-5 tonne force; biochemical analysis of 
alfalfa plants showed cell wall modification and chlorophyll degradation consistent with heat + electromagnetic 
exposure; no known tool, vehicle, or human agency could produce this combination of effects. 

This case is classified D1 (E=0.68, C=0.70) — not D2 — because the single-witness status limits the Consistency 
score despite the physical evidence quality. 

The physical evidence from this case has never been explained. 

 

Tehran 1976 — Weapons System Failure Under Lock 

The September 19, 1976 Tehran incident reached Joint Chiefs of Staff level and is included in the collection as 
JOINT_CHIEFS_STAFF_REPORT.PDF. 

Two Iranian Air Force F-4 Phantoms scrambled to intercept a brilliant object near Tehran. 

First F-4: instruments and communications failed as it approached; crew turned away; systems restored. 

Second F-4: achieved radar lock on primary object; prepared to fire AIM-9 missile. 

At the moment of weapons release: weapons control panel went dark. Aircraft could not fire. 

A secondary object detached from the primary and approached the F-4 at high speed. 

The pilot broke off — the secondary object broke off pursuit and returned to the primary. 

Third object descended toward the ground; fourth object remained stationary. 

Both crews recovered safely. Ground witnesses at multiple locations confirmed the primary object. 

The JCS report is a 4-star-level document. This is not a fringe report. It represents US military's formal assessment 
of a case it could not explain. 
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9. Geographic Distribution 

9.1 Global Hotspot Analysis 

 
Figure 9.1 — Global UAP incident hotspots across all agencies. Circle size represents incident density. 

 
The geographic distribution of documented UAP incidents is not random. Analysis reveals clustering patterns that 
are consistent across agencies and eras: proximity to military installations, active conflict zones, nuclear 
infrastructure, and coastal/maritime environments. The distribution strongly suggests that UAP activity correlates 
with locations of strategic importance to national security — or, alternatively, that such locations produce higher 
observation and reporting rates due to the density of trained military observers. 

 

Region / Location Incidents Primary Agency Source Strategic Context 

Washington DC Metro Area 12+ CIA / Intelligence Archives / 
FBI 

Capital airspace; NORAD coverage; July 1952 
wave paralysed ATC for two nights 

France (nationwide) 78 GEIPAN (complete 
database) 

Dense coverage due to GEIPAN's systematic 
collection; clusters near NATO bases and 
industrial areas 

Arabian Gulf / Persian Gulf 11 DOW/PURSUE (modern) CENTCOM operational theater; US air assets 
continuously operating; peak 2020–2025 

Iraq 7 DOW/PURSUE Active combat operations; MQ-9 and ISR assets 
providing continuous coverage 

Syria 6 DOW/PURSUE Complex multi-party conflict; US ISR assets in 
regular operation 

Tehran / Iran area 9 NSA / JCS / Intelligence 
Archives 

Cold War strategic target; 1976 F-4 incident; 
nuclear program era significance 
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Region / Location Incidents Primary Agency Source Strategic Context 

Belgium / Netherlands 7 GEIPAN / Intelligence 
Archives 

Belgian Triangle wave 1989–90; NATO 
headquarters proximity; SHAPE assessments 

Greek waters / Mediterranean 5 DOW/PURSUE (modern) NATO exercise area; 2023–2024 cluster of 
ocean-surface events 

Gulf of Aden / Djibouti 3 DOW/PURSUE US military hub; strategic chokepoint; Camp 
Lemonnier operations 

East China Sea 3 DOW/PURSUE INDOPACOM; near Taiwan Strait; 2024 
weapons employment event 

Belgian Congo (Shinkolobwe) 2 CIA Manhattan Project uranium source; 1952 disc 
reports over restricted mine 

Roswell / New Mexico 8 NSA / Intelligence Archives / 
FBI 

Roswell Army Air Field; nuclear-capable bomber 
units stationed there 1947 

 

9.2 France / GEIPAN Distribution 
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Figure 9.2 — GEIPAN case distribution across France. D1 cases (gold/red) by Strangeness score. 

 
The French distribution is the most detailed geographic dataset in the corpus — 78 cases with precise location 
data. The distribution shows clustering in four regions: the Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur region (southeast France, 
near NATO airspace and industrial areas), the Brittany/Normandy Atlantic coast (including the important La 
Forêt-Fouesnant and Crozon D1 cases), the northern border region near Belgium (consistent with Belgian wave 
spillover), and the central plateau. 

 
The absence of clustering in the Paris metropolitan area — France's most densely populated region and where 
observer density would be highest — argues against observer-density bias as an explanation. If reports simply 
reflected where more people were watching the sky, Paris should dominate. It does not. 

 

9.3 Middle East Operational Theater 

 
Figure 9.3 — DOW/PURSUE UAP events by operational theater (2016–2025). 

 
The concentration of modern DOW/PURSUE UAP reports in CENTCOM operational areas — Arabian Gulf, 
Persian Gulf, Iraq, Syria, UAE — is striking. These are active combat and ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance) operational areas where US aircraft are continuously airborne with sophisticated sensor 
packages. The reporting concentration here likely reflects two factors: (1) continuous sensor coverage produces 
continuous observation opportunity, and (2) standardised military reporting channels ensure observations are 
formally recorded rather than informally mentioned and forgotten. 

 
The geographic overlap between current UAP hotspots (Arabian Gulf/Strait of Hormuz/Gulf of Aden) and 
historically significant UAP locations (Tehran 1976) is not trivial. These are not random coordinates. They 
represent areas of continuous strategic military significance where US air assets have operated across multiple 
generations — and where, in each generation, they have encountered unexplained phenomena. 
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10. Temporal Analysis 

 
Figure 10.1 — UAP reports by decade, 1940s–2020s. 1950s peak driven by Cold War collection; 2020s by modern mission reporting. 

 
The temporal distribution across the corpus reflects collection architecture as much as event frequency. The 
1950s peak (31 cases) coincides with peak US institutional attention: CIA formation, Robertson Panel, Project 
Blue Book active period, FBI field offices receiving and filing reports. The 1970s dip reflects the post-Robertson 
policy era — active debunking discouraging reporting. The 1980s recovery corresponds to the Belgian wave and 
renewed European collection (GEIPAN active since 1977). The 2020s surge (38 cases) reflects both the 
DOW/PURSUE modern mission report corpus and the GEIPAN D1 cases from 2014–2020. 

 

Decade Count Primary Sources Institutional Context 

1940s 14 Intelligence Archives; FBI Vault; 
NSA early 

Post-WWII; Foo fighters transition; Roswell (1947); Project Sign 
(1947) 

1950s 31 CIA; FBI; Intelligence Archives Robertson Panel (1953); Project Blue Book active; Cold War peak 
interest 

1960s 22 GEIPAN D-class; Intelligence 
Archives; NASA 

Robertson debunking policy; GEIPAN precursor cases; Gemini 7 
(1965) 

1970s 18 NSA COMINT; GEIPAN; JCS COMINT collection active; Tehran 1976; GEPAN established 
France 1977 

1980s 27 GEIPAN D1 primary; Intelligence 
Archives 

Belgian wave begins 1989; Trans-en-Provence 1981; GEIPAN D1 
cluster 

1990s 23 GEIPAN; State Dept; Intelligence 
Archives 

Belgian wave peak; post-Cold War gap in US attention; GEIPAN 
active 

2000s 11 State Dept; early AARO precursor Post-9/11 period; reduced civilian reporting; AATIP established 
2007 

2010s 16 GEIPAN D1; early DOW mission 
reports 

Nimitz 2004/2015 Tic-Tac; AATIP; first DOW mission reports 
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Decade Count Primary Sources Institutional Context 

2020s 38 DOW/PURSUE; GEIPAN recent; 
AARO 

AARO established 2022; FOIA releases accelerate; DOW corpus 
peak 

 

Time of Day Count GEIPAN Breakdown Significance 

Night (21:00–06:00) 108 53% of GEIPAN cases; same 
in DOW 

Darkness removes contextual reference points; lights 
more visible; coincides with reduced traffic 

Dusk / Dawn 
(06:00–09:00 / 
18:00–21:00) 

44 ~18% of GEIPAN cases Transitional light conditions complicate identification; 
some objects observable against sky gradient 

Daytime (09:00–18:00) 75 29% of GEIPAN cases Structural features more visible in daylight; metallic and 
geometric forms most described in daytime 

Unknown / Not recorded 40 Varies Common in older documents where time was not 
standardly recorded 
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11. Witness and Observer Profile 

 
Figure 11.1 — Observer threat assessment (left) and intelligent control assessment (right) from modern military reports. 

 
The witness profile across this corpus is unusually high-credibility compared to civilian UAP reporting. The 
majority of primary-source observers are active military personnel, professional pilots, radar operators, scientists 
(GEIPAN cases), and government officials. This matters analytically: these are individuals trained in aerial 
identification, operating with certified equipment, filing formal official reports under oath or professional obligation, 
with their observations subject to institutional review. 

 

Observer Category Count (approx.) Notes 

Military aviators (USAF, US Navy) ~85 Operating with targeting systems, sensors, and multi-crew 
corroboration; reports filed formally 

Military radar operators ~22 Ground and airborne radar operators; observations calibrated 
against known traffic 

Intelligence analysts ~18 NSA, CIA analysts reviewing collected data; secondary 
observation rather than direct 

Professional pilots (civilian) ~12 CAP, commercial aviation; trained in aircraft identification 

Military ground personnel ~28 Ground witnesses corroborating aerial events; base personnel at 
multiple locations 

Scientists / engineers ~15 GEIPAN field investigators; NASA personnel; CNRS/INRA 
specialists 

Police / gendarmerie ~19 French Gendarmerie documenting GEIPAN cases; formal sworn 
witness statements 

Government officials / diplomats ~8 State Dept airgrams; foreign government witnesses in CIA 
reports 

Civilian witnesses (GEIPAN 
investigated) 

~78+ GEIPAN all cases include civilian witnesses; subjected to 
cognitive interview protocol 

Page 36​ Department of War / PURSUE — Unclassified Analysis 



DOW/PURSUE UAP FULL ANALYSIS REPORT​
​ Public Release 

 
The multi-witness dimension is particularly important. Of the 78 GEIPAN cases, only a small minority are 
single-witness events (the Trans-en-Provence case being the notable exception, classified D1 rather than D2 
partly due to single-witness limitation). The Belgian wave cases involve hundreds to thousands of independent 
witnesses. The Washington DC 1952 events involved simultaneous observation by commercial ATC personnel, 
Air Force controllers, and airborne pilots. The Tehran 1976 event had crews of two on both F-4s, ground radar 
operators, and ground witnesses throughout Tehran. 

 

The Astronaut Witness Category — NASA Records 

The Intelligence Archives collection contains the Gemini 7 (1965) air-to-ground transcript (file 
255_t_763_r1b_transcripts.md). 

Astronaut Frank Borman (Commander): "A BOGEY AT TEN O'CLOCK HIGH." 

Houston: "Is that the booster or is that a natural sighting?" 

Borman: "WE HAVE DEBRIS UP HERE — THIS IS AN ACTUAL SIGHTING." 

Astronaut James Lovell: "ITS A BRILLIANT BODY IN THE SUN AGAINST A BLACK BACKGROUND WITH 
TRILLIONS OF PARTICLES ON IT." 

The "bogey" was explicitly distinguished from both the booster and the surrounding particles by both astronauts. 

NASA's own public affairs commentary: "The reference in that conversation to the third and unidentified object... 
was or the third object was a bogey." 

Borman went on to become one of the most respected figures in US aviation. His credibility as a witness is beyond 
question. 

The document exists in the Intelligence Archives collection — a declassified military/intelligence archive — not in 
NASA's own releases. 

 

Page 37​ Department of War / PURSUE — Unclassified Analysis 



DOW/PURSUE UAP FULL ANALYSIS REPORT​
​ Public Release 

12. Agency-by-Agency Deep Dives 
Each agency represented in this corpus brought a distinct mandate, collection method, and analytical lens to the 
UAP problem. This section examines each source in depth — what they were trying to learn, what they actually 
found, and what the limitations of their collection architecture were. 

 

12.1 DOW / PURSUE — Modern Military Mission Reports (2016–2025) 
The DOW/PURSUE collection is the most operationally current material in the corpus: 42 declassified mission 
reports (MISREPs) and related correspondence from USAF and USCENTCOM operations, covering 2016–2025. 
These documents were released to AARO under Mandatory Declassification Review and represent the first 
systematic look at UAP observations during active military operations in the modern era. 

 
The reports follow a highly standardised format — the result of AARO's push for structured UAP data collection. 
Every MISREP includes fields for: UAP description, physical state, event type, maneuverability, response to 
observer actions, propulsion means, intelligent control assessment, signatures, advanced capabilities, effects on 
persons and equipment, and a free-text GENTEXT section. This structure enables cross-case comparison that 
was impossible with Cold War-era ad hoc reporting. 

 

Category Finding from DOW/PURSUE Corpus 

Most common shape Spherical / orb (multiple events); also circular (too small to detail); triangular (Mediterranean 
d54); diamond (Greece d25) 

Most common speed 100–434 knots; widest range in single corpus (40 kts at altitude to 321+ kts) 

Most common altitude 15,000–25,000 ft MSL (operational altitude of ISR platforms) 

Intelligent control assessment ~52% Benign; ~28% Unknown; ~12% Possible; ~8% Confirmed movement response 

Propulsion 100% UNKNOWN across all cases with propulsion data 

Effects on equipment Documented in DOW d28 (IR lens flare); DOW d32 (camera effects); minimal in most cases 

Trans-medium events DOW d33, d35 (Greece 2023–2024) — ocean surface events with 90-degree turns at ~80 
mph 

Multiple simultaneous DOW d3 (4x Arabian Gulf 2020); DOW d8 (2x Djibouti 2025); DOW d5 (2x Gulf) 

SWIR-only detection DOW d25 (Greece 2024) — diamond shape with probe, visible only on SWIR camera 

Weapons system proximity DOW d28 — UAP flew through sensor FOV between munition release and target impact 

 
The DOW/PURSUE corpus reveals that UAP are a routine feature of operational USAF missions in active 
theaters — not exceptional or rare events but sufficiently common to warrant standardised reporting forms. Of 42 
reports in this collection, approximately 28 document substantive UAP encounters. The remaining 14 are context 
documents (email correspondence, range-fouler debriefs, ancillary material). This implies a reporting rate 
suggesting UAP encounters occur on a substantial proportion of operational sorties. 

 

12.2 NSA — SIGINT/COMINT Collection 
The NSA collection is the most structurally unusual in the corpus: the agency was not investigating UAP but was 
incidentally collecting intelligence about them through its global signals monitoring. The 45 NSA documents 
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released include 10 COMINT volumes, analytical papers, legal documents (Yeates Affidavit), and the notable 
ET_INTELLIGENCE and UFO_HYPOTHESIS papers. 

 

Document Type Key Content 

COMINT_PART_A through J Intelligence 
intercepts 

Foreign military communications about UAP; heavily redacted; 
demonstrates global multi-national UAP observation 

ET_INTELLIGENCE (Campaigne, 
1966) 

NSA Technical 
Journal article 

Theoretical cryptological exercise on decoding ET communications; 
NOT evidence of alien contact; often misrepresented 

UFO_HYPOTHESIS Internal analytical 
paper 

5-hypothesis framework; argues ambiguity itself is national security 
concern; written c.1968 

UFO_IC_BLIND_SPOT Internal analytical 
paper 

Argues IC's dismissal of UAP data creates exploitable analytical blind 
spot; predates AARO by 40 years 

JOINT_CHIEFS_STAFF_REPORT JCS formal 
document 

Tehran 1976 incident analysis; reached 4-star level; weapons failure 
documented; formally unresolved 

AFFADAVIT_YEATES Legal document CAUS v. NSA (1980); confirms 239 NSA UAP documents; classified 
for SIGINT methods not UAP content 

COMNAVSECGRU_SIGHTING Naval SIGINT unit 
report 

Naval Security Group Command UAP sighting report; demonstrates 
Navy SIGINT involvement 

AMERICAN_EMBASSY_TUNIS Diplomatic 
intelligence 

Embassy reporting on UAP-related intelligence matters; State/NSA 
crossover 

 

CONTEXT NEEDED: NSA Campaigne ET Intelligence Paper 

This document is frequently cited online as evidence the NSA intercepted actual alien signals. 

It is a theoretical academic article published in the NSA Technical Journal (Vol. XI) in 1966. 

Author Dr. Howard Campaigne was a genuine NSA cryptanalyst — his credentials are real. 

The content is a thought experiment: if we received signals from outer space, how would we decode them? 

No operational significance. No actual signal interception. Published as intellectual exercise. 

The companion piece by Callimahos in the same journal is equally theoretical. 

Context is everything: NSA released this under FOIA because requesters asked for all documents mentioning 
extraterrestrial — not because it represents operational intelligence. 

 

12.3 CIA — Policy Formation and Analysis 
The CIA collection covers the critical 1949–1953 period when the United States first developed a formal 
institutional response to the UAP phenomenon. The 11 CIA documents trace a direct chain from initial awareness 
(1949 Office Memo) through peak concern (1952 Survey and Memo to DCI Smith) to the policy resolution 
(Robertson Panel 1953) that shaped the next six decades. 

 

Document Date Significance 

Office Memo on Flying Saucers March 15, 1949 First CIA institutional engagement; formative period; DCI 
Hillenkoetter personally briefed 
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Document Date Significance 

Survey of Flying Saucer Reports August 1, 1952 Compiled during peak 1952 wave; two weeks after Washington DC 
radar events; CIA formal analytical assessment 

Memo to DCI Smith October 2, 1952 Escalation to Director level; DCI Smith (Eisenhower's WWII chief of 
staff) engaged; led to Robertson Panel 

Branch Chief Meeting Minutes August 11, 1952 Senior CIA officials discussing Soviet exploitation risk and comms 
channel congestion; context for Robertson Panel 

Robertson Panel Report January 14-17, 
1953 

Most consequential UAP policy document in US history; 
recommended active debunking; shaped policy 64 years 

OSI Advisory Group Meeting January 21, 
1953 

CIA technical scientists — more cautious than Robertson Panel 
policy arm; Tremonton film analysis 

Belgian Congo Report 1952 UAP over Shinkolobwe uranium mine; two discs ~100 ft diameter; 
Soviet reconnaissance concern 

 
DCI Roscoe Hillenkoetter (CIA Director 1947–1950) is one of the most important figures in the historical UAP 
record. After leaving office, Hillenkoetter publicly stated that UFOs were real, man-made objects under intelligent 
control and that the American public was being actively deceived. He joined NICAP (National Investigations 
Committee on Aerial Phenomena) and made multiple public statements. These are documented, voluntary public 
statements by the founding director of the CIA — made after he had no obligation to say anything. No intelligence 
professional makes such statements without a basis. This is documented historical fact, not conspiracy theory. 

 

12.4 FBI — Field Records and Vault Collection 
The FBI collection spans two sub-groups: FBI_PURSUE (24 documents — FOIA-requested releases) and 
FBI_VAULT (16 documents — the FBI's own Vault public release). The FBI's role was reactive and supportive: 
receiving civilian UAP reports through field offices and forwarding them to the Air Force, while also coordinating 
on cases that involved potential national security dimensions. 

 
The FBI Detroit 1958 report (from the Intelligence Archives collection) is representative of the FBI field office 
methodology: a witness calls FBI directly, files a precise description (circular object, crystal-type dome, reflecting 
lights), the field agent records the report with witness details, and recommends forwarding to Air Force. The 
witness in that case — a 23-year-old son of a Detroit police officer with Civil Air Patrol experience — is classified 
as credible. The object described matches no known aircraft of 1958. The FBI recommended forwarding and took 
no further investigative action. 

 
The FBI Vault photographs (fbi-photo-b1 through b24) present heavy OCR artifacts consistent with photocopied or 
microfilmed documents — the content is partially recoverable but structurally degraded. These appear to be case 
file photographs or image evidence from UAP investigations; their specific content requires higher-quality OCR 
processing for full analysis. 

 

12.5 GEIPAN — French Space Agency Database 
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Figure 12.5.1 — GEIPAN D1 cases plotted by Strangeness (E) vs. Consistency (C). Red zone = D2 threshold (0 published). 

 
GEIPAN is the most scientifically rigorous UAP investigation programme in this corpus. Its 78 D/D1 cases (53 
D-class legacy, 25 D1-class) represent the output of a programme that has operated continuously since 1977 
under France's national space agency, applying scientific methodology that the United States has not matched 
institutionally even today. 

 
The GEIPAN dual-axis classification system (post-2008 modernisation) rates each case on Strangeness (E: 0–1) 
and Consistency (C: 0–1). D1 classification requires E > 0.5 (no adequate explanation exists for the reported 
observations) and medium Consistency (sufficient evidence quality to support the classification). D2 requires both 
high E and high C — and zero D2 cases have been published, though three cases came within specific criteria of 
achieving it. 

 

GEIPAN Finding Detail 

Total cases archived (D/D1) 78 — 53 D-class (legacy unexplained), 25 D1-class (post-2008 framework) 

Chronological range 1954 (Doullens, oldest) → 2020 (Crozon, most recent) 

Most physically documented Trans-en-Provence 1981 (CASE-008): INRA + CNRS laboratory analysis of 
soil/vegetation 

Highest strangeness score Saint-Zacharie 2015 (CASE-076): E=0.70, C=0.75 — highest combined D1 scores 

Near-D2 explicitly evaluated Étrelles 2014 (CASE-075): GEIPAN explicitly listed 3 criteria preventing D2 classification 

Most common shape Triangular / luminous (64 triangular; 64 luminous — each ~82% of cases) 
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GEIPAN Finding Detail 

EM effects ~15 cases with documented vehicle interference, radio disruption, or equipment 
malfunction 

Physical trace evidence ~8 cases with confirmed ground traces, vegetation effects, or material evidence 

Humanoid encounter CASE-011 (Cussac 1967): Humanoid figures reported; sulfur odor; formally classified D 

Classification discrepancy CASE-078 (Crozon 2020): Page header D1, conclusion text says D — archived with 
note 

Cognitive interview protocol All D1 cases require formal cognitive interview — no US equivalent documented in 
AARO releases 

D2 threshold 0 published D2 cases as of April 2026 — three cases explicitly evaluated and narrowly 
rejected 

 

12.6 State Department — Diplomatic Intelligence 
The State Department collection provides a dimension missing from every other agency: UAP as a feature of 
international diplomacy and foreign intelligence liaison. The AARO_FIELD collection contains two notable State 
Department documents that reveal UAP's role in foreign policy contexts. 

 
The Moscow 2001 cable (059uap00011) — "UFOs Over Georgia: Strange Encounters of an MFA Kind" — 
documents the US Ambassador's engagement with Russian MFA officials about unidentified aircraft over the 
Kodori Gorge in Georgia (the country). When Russian officials could not explain the incidents, they suggested 
they "might as well have been about UFOs." The US diplomat's response: "It is hard to accept official Russian 
denials... To posit that they could be UFOs would be humorous if it were not for the seriousness of the violations." 
This illustrates UAP as diplomatic shorthand for 'officially unaccountable aerial activity' — a use that recurs 
throughout government documents. 

 
The State Department also produced airgrams reporting UFO activity in multiple foreign countries — Angola, 
Tunisia, and others — demonstrating that UAP reporting through diplomatic channels was a standard intelligence 
practice, not an exceptional occurrence. 

 

12.7 AARO — All-Domain Anomaly Resolution Office 
AARO (established 2022) represents the most recent institutional evolution of US UAP investigation. Its mandate 
covers "all domains" — air, sea, and space — and it provides the official pipeline through which the modern 
DOW/PURSUE mission reports were released. The AARO_FIELD collection's 7 documents include both field 
reports and correspondence that illuminate AARO's operational relationship with the broader US military reporting 
chain. 

 
The most notable AARO-adjacent document is not in the AARO collection itself but is labelled in the 
DOW/PURSUE releases: every modern MISREP has been "Approved for Release to AARO" stamped on 
declassification. This demonstrates the data pipeline: operational aircrews file MISREPs → 
CENTCOM/INDOPACOM review → AARO receives → FOIA release. The system is working as designed. What 
remains unknown from available documents is what AARO does with the data analytically. 
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12.8 Intelligence Archives — Cold War Era 
The 33 Intelligence Archives documents represent the oldest and historically deepest material in the corpus. Many 
are image-scanned historical documents (too large for OCR in this collection) — the 1946-47 general volumes, 
the 1948-55 intelligence records, and the Blue Book-era incident summaries are all present as large-format 
scanned archives. Those that contain OCR-recoverable text include significant material. 

 
The 1963 White House memorandum (59_214434_sp_16_7.18.1963.md) — a document from the Executive 
Office of the President, National Aeronautics and Space Council, to the State Department's Office of International 
Scientific Affairs — is titled "Thoughts on the Space Alien Race Question." Written in July 1963, it represents a 
formal policy discussion at the White House level about how to handle the discovery of extraterrestrial 
intelligence. The memo explicitly acknowledges the "flying saucer advocates" as a counterpoint to mainstream 
scientific views, and reflects genuine institutional uncertainty about the possibility. This is not a fringe document — 
it is from the Executive Office of the President. 

 

12.9 NASA — Astronaut and Space Program Reports 
The NASA collection is the smallest (6 documents) but includes material of unique evidential weight: the Gemini 7 
(1965) transcript documenting astronaut Frank Borman's "actual sighting" of a "bogey" distinct from the booster 
and surrounding debris. The transcript is unambiguous: the astronauts explicitly confirmed the object was NOT 
the booster and was NOT the surrounding particles. Houston acknowledged it as a "third object." 

 
The NASA documents reveal a consistent institutional pattern: observations are acknowledged in real-time (the 
Gemini 7 PAO commentary explicitly mentions the "unidentified object"), but no sustained investigation follows. 
The phenomenon is acknowledged and then set aside. This mirrors the pattern across every other agency: 
observation, formal acknowledgment, institutional inaction. 
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13. Top 30 Most Significant Cases 
The following 30 cases are ranked by a combination of: evidentiary quality (multiple witnesses, sensor 
corroboration, physical evidence), historical impact (shaped policy, reached senior leadership), and analytical 
significance (exemplifies key phenomena). Sources are primary documents in this collection unless otherwise 
noted. 

 

# Case / Event Date Agency Why Significant 

1 Robertson Panel (CIA) Jan 1953 CIA Most consequential UAP policy document in US 
history; active debunking recommendation 
shaped official response for 64 years; chaired by 
Caltech physicist H.P. Robertson; reviewed 
Tremonton and Great Falls films 

2 Washington DC Radar Wave Jul 19–27, 
1952 

CIA / IA / FBI Three simultaneous radar stations (ARTC, 
Andrews, Bolling) tracking the same objects; 
F-94 pilots visual confirmation; largest USAF 
press conference since WWII; never explained 

3 Tehran F-4 Incident (JCS) Sep 19, 
1976 

NSA / JCS Two F-4 Phantoms; weapons system failure 
upon targeting lock; secondary object launched 
from primary; reached Joint Chiefs of Staff; 
formally unresolved 

4 Trans-en-Provence (GEIPAN) Jan 8, 1981 GEIPAN Only case with full laboratory analysis (INRA + 
CNRS); soil compaction, vegetation biochemical 
changes confirmed; ground contact; disc/sphere; 
physically the most rigorously documented case 
in any government database 

5 Belgian Triangle Wave 1989–1990 GEIPAN / IA F-16 radar locks; 13,500+ witnesses; 
acceleration from stationary to Mach 1+ on radar 
tape; Belgian AF officially released data; 
GEIPAN associated D1 cases 

6 Roswell, New Mexico Jul 1947 NSA / FBI / IA First major UAP/crash recovery case; the Air 
Force's own "crash test dummy" explanation is 
temporally impossible (dummies used 1954–59); 
GAO investigation found key communication 
records were destroyed 

7 Gemini 7 Sighting (NASA) Dec 1965 NASA / IA Astronaut Frank Borman: "actual sighting" of 
"bogey" distinct from booster; James Lovell 
confirmed; NASA PAO commentary explicitly 
acknowledges the "third object" 

8 GEIPAN Saint-Zacharie D1 2015 GEIPAN Highest combined E/C scores in D1 corpus 
(E=0.70, C=0.75); object meters from witness 
terrace; strong physical approach; very close 
range; expert panel reviewed 

9 Belgian Congo Uranium Mine 
Discs 

1952 CIA Two ~100-ft diameter discs over Shinkolobwe 
uranium mine (Manhattan Project source); CIA 
concerned about Soviet nuclear reconnaissance; 
strategic intelligence significance 

10 GEIPAN Étrelles D1 2014 GEIPAN Only case where GEIPAN explicitly evaluated for 
D2 classification; listed 3 specific criteria 
preventing upgrade; highest strangeness rating 
in formally-reviewed D1 cases 
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# Case / Event Date Agency Why Significant 

11 Limoges Back-and-Forth Light Apr 1953 GEIPAN Red-orange light performing geometrically 
precise back-and-forth oscillations at 1 direction 
change/second for 6 minutes; witnessed by Air 
Force captain + 2 others; matches no known 
atmospheric phenomenon 

12 DCI Hillenkoetter Public 
Statements 

1957–1960 CIA (public) Founding CIA Director publicly stated UFOs are 
real and public is being deceived; joined NICAP; 
voluntary statements made under no obligation; 
highest-ranking US official to publicly affirm UAP 
reality 

13 DOW d25 — Greece Diamond Jan 2024 DOW/PURSUE Diamond shape with non-maneuvering probe; 
SWIR-only visibility (not visible to naked eye or 
standard optics); 434 knots; Mediterranean — 
most structurally specific modern descriptor 

14 DOW d28 — East China Sea 
Weapons Employment 

2024 DOW/PURSUE UAP flew through sensor FOV between munition 
release and target impact; IR lens flare on MX-20 
& MX-25 simultaneously; possible secondary 
object detachment; most tactically significant 
modern event 

15 NSA UFO_HYPOTHESIS paper c.1968 NSA Internal NSA analysis: national survival may 
depend on correctly identifying the phenomenon; 
5-hypothesis framework; argues ambiguity is 
itself the national security problem; predates 
AARO by 54 years 

16 CAUS v. NSA (Yeates Affidavit) 1980 NSA Legal confirmation of 239 NSA UAP documents; 
classified for SIGINT methods — not because of 
what UAP are; demonstrated the scale of NSA 
collection from COMINT intercepts 

17 DOW d33/d35 — Greece Ocean 
Surface Events 

Oct 2023 DOW/PURSUE Circular UAP flying just above ocean surface; 
multiple 90-degree turns at ~80 mph; 
disappeared into ocean; second sortie 
re-observed object flying from ocean toward land 
— possible trans-medium cycle 

18 GEIPAN Lambersart Formation 1981 GEIPAN 15 transparent spheres in maintained formation; 
formation geometry constant throughout 
observation; moved as single unit; D1 
classification 

19 NSA IC Blind Spot paper c.1979 NSA NSA analyst argues IC's reflexive dismissal of 
UAP data is itself a security vulnerability; pilots 
underreporting due to career concerns; confirms 
institutional suppression from intelligence 
perspective 

20 White House Alien Race Memo Jul 18, 1963 NSA/State/ExecOffic
e 

Executive Office of President memo to State 
Department; "Thoughts on the Space Alien Race 
Question"; formal policy-level discussion of ET 
contact protocols; reflects genuine institutional 
uncertainty in 1963 

21 GEIPAN La Forêt-Fouesnant D1 2018 GEIPAN Expert committee review; E=0.70, C=0.68; 
vehicle EM interference documented; among 
highest-evidence recent D1 cases; coastal 
Brittany location 

22 DOW d74 — Syria Bouncy Ball Nov 2023 DOW/PURSUE UAP shaped like bouncy ball; came from south 
at near co-altitude; dropped altitude to safely 
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# Case / Event Date Agency Why Significant 

pass aircraft; maintained constant ~424 kts; no 
emissions; pilot observed for 7 minutes 

23 DOW d32 — Syria 45-Minute 
Light Event 

Oct 2024 DOW/PURSUE Five distinct light events over 45 minutes; three 
direct camera crossings, two halo formations; 
different angles each time; physical state 
recorded as PLASMA; most extended light 
anomaly documentation in modern corpus 

24 GEIPAN Trans-en-Provence 
Cussac Humanoid 

Aug 1967 GEIPAN CASE-011: Two children reported humanoid 
figures (small, dark) in field near spherical craft; 
sulfur odor reported; gendarmerie investigation; 
D classification; unique for humanoid encounter 
in government database 

25 DOW d27 — UAE 
Spherical/Cylinder 

Oct 2023 DOW/PURSUE Glowing hot spherical object with vertical 
unwavering cylindrical pole/bar; possible water 
reflection; 140 kts; 23,999 ft; thermal signature; 
compound structure clearly described by aircrew 

26 FBI Detroit Crystal Dome Apr 1958 FBI Circular object with crystal-type dome reflecting 
lights; witnessed by individual with CAP 
experience; formally filed through FBI field office; 
recommended for Air Force forwarding — pattern 
example of FBI collection method 

27 Port-Gentil Maritime Observation Jun 1952 GEIPAN Ship captain and first officer (binoculars); 
luminous circular orange glow executing two 
precise right-angle turns before departing; 
maritime setting; binocular observation; GEIPAN 
D 

28 DOW d8 — Djibouti White-Hot 
Orbs 

2025 DOW/PURSUE Most recent event in corpus; 2x round white-hot 
UAPs travelling south at ~240 nm/hr; IR 
signature; Gulf of Aden region; confirms ongoing 
nature of phenomenon through 2025 

29 Orange-Caritat Military Pilots Jun 1951 GEIPAN Two military pilots in pursuit of silvery spherical 
object; 10,000 ft; 6-minute observation; object 
grew in size then accelerated away as point on 
horizon; base commander confirmed credibility 
— oldest GEIPAN case with rich description 

30 NSA COMINT Foreign Military 
Reports 

1958–1979 NSA Multiple nations's militaries filing encrypted 
reports about UAP through official channels, 
intercepted by NSA as normal SIGINT; 
demonstrates global multi-national institutional 
acknowledgment of the phenomenon 
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14. Cross-Agency Pattern Analysis 

Five convergent patterns emerge when the nine-agency dataset is analyzed as a unified corpus rather than as 
separate national programs. These patterns cross language barriers, classification systems, and jurisdictional 
boundaries — suggesting a consistent underlying phenomenon rather than cultural or procedural artifacts. 

 

14.1 The Speed Consistency Paradox 
Across DOW MISREPs from the Gulf, Mediterranean, and Indo-Pacific; GEIPAN French domestic cases; and 
historical NSA COMINT intercepts, reported cruise speeds cluster in a narrow band between 120 and 450 knots 
— broadly matching regional military aircraft speeds. Yet the same objects demonstrate instantaneous 
acceleration to supersonic velocities (DOW d74: constant 424 kts followed by departure at untracked speed; 
Tehran F-4: clocked at 900 kts on intercept approach). This two-speed behavior — loitering at observable 
velocities then departing at extreme ones — appears in every decade from the 1950s to 2025. If propulsion were 
the limiting constraint, loitering speeds would not so precisely mirror local aircraft envelopes. 

 

14.2 Observer-Adaptive Behavior 
Multiple agencies document responses that suggest situational awareness of observer actions. GEIPAN cases 
record objects departing only when aircraft approached within a defined range. DOW d74 documents the UAP 
adjusting altitude specifically to safely pass beneath the aircraft. DOW d25 records the diamond UAP departing 30 
seconds after weapons systems activation — a response not to radar lock (no radar track was achieved) but 
apparently to the crew's intent. The Tehran case (1976) shows weapons system failures triggered by weapon 
activation attempts across two successive aircraft. This pattern — response to observer action rather than to 
passive detection — is consistent across French, American, and Middle Eastern military reporting spanning seven 
decades. 

 

14.3 Electromagnetic Effect Clustering 
EM effects are not randomly distributed across case types. They cluster predictably: vehicle interference 
accompanies low-altitude, close-proximity events (Trans-en-Provence, GEIPAN La Forêt-Fouesnant); weapon 
system failures accompany intercept attempts (Tehran, Belgian Air Force scrambles); radio interference 
accompanies sustained observation at medium range (multiple GEIPAN D cases). This clustering suggests a 
proximity-dependent field effect rather than random equipment malfunction. GEIPAN's LGRN (gold standard) 
classification of Trans-en-Provence is partly based on corroborated physical trace evidence consistent with such a 
field effect. 

 

14.4 The Reporting Suppression Loop 
NSA's own analyst (IC Blind Spot paper, c.1979) identified the self-reinforcing suppression loop: institutional 
ridicule → pilot underreporting → sparse data → perceived low frequency → justification for continued ridicule. 
This loop is empirically confirmed by the DOW/PURSUE dataset. JANAP 146 mandated reporting under 
Espionage Act penalties, yet even within the classified reporting system, the DOW dataset shows a 
preponderance of cases from 2023–2024 — suggesting the 2023 legislative mandate (NDAA UAP provisions) 
had a measurable effect on institutional willingness to report even through already-classified channels. The 
French system, which never had an equivalent suppression policy, shows continuous reporting from 1937 through 
2024 with no decade-level gaps. 

 

14.5 The Instrumented-vs-Visual Divergence 
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A critical pattern concerns what instruments capture versus what observers see. DOW d25 (diamond UAP) was 
visible ONLY on SWIR camera — not to the naked eye and not on standard FMV. Washington DC 1952 radar 
returns were not accompanied by visual confirmation from aircraft (though ground observers reported lights). The 
Belgian Wave produced radar confirmation of objects that pilots visually tracked but could not intercept. This 
instrumented-visual divergence cuts both ways: some objects are visually observed but leave no sensor 
signature; others are instrumentally detected but appear visually absent or anomalous. No single sensor suite has 
proven sufficient. This pattern implies either adaptive stealth or physical properties that interact differently with 
different portions of the electromagnetic spectrum — a finding consistent with GEIPAN's photonic/plasma 
hypothesis for certain case sub-types. 

 

Pattern Agencies 
Confirming 

Decade 
Range 

Key Cases 

Speed 
Consistency 
Paradox 

DOW, GEIPAN, 
NSA, State Dept 

1950s–2025 DOW d74, Tehran, Orange-Caritat 

Observer-Adapti
ve Behavior 

DOW, GEIPAN, NSA 
COMINT 

1950s–2024 DOW d25, d74, Tehran, Gemini 7 

EM Effect 
Clustering 

GEIPAN, DOW, 
State Dept 

1950s–2024 Trans-en-Provence, Tehran, La Forêt-Fouesnant 

Reporting 
Suppression 
Loop 

NSA, DOW, FBI, 
AARO 

1947–2024 IC Blind Spot paper, JANAP 146, AARO pipeline 

Instrumented-Vis
ual Divergence 

DOW, GEIPAN, CIA 1952–2024 DOW d25 SWIR, Washington DC radar, Belgian radar 
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15. Institutional Suppression — The Robertson Panel 
Effect 

The 1953 CIA Robertson Panel represents the most consequential single policy decision in the history of UAP 
investigation. Its effects propagated through every subsequent US government program and influenced allied 
nations through intelligence-sharing relationships. Understanding this chain is essential to correctly interpreting 
the evidentiary gaps in the dataset. 

 

15.1 The Robertson Panel Decision (1953) 
Convened by CIA Scientific Intelligence officer H.P. Robertson following the Washington DC National Airport radar 
events of 1952, the five-day panel reviewed Blue Book files and concluded that UAP posed no direct security 
threat — but that the volume of reports threatened to clog military communication channels in the event of a 
genuine Soviet attack. The panel recommended active debunking: a public education program to reduce sightings 
reports, monitoring of civilian UFO groups, and the use of media and celebrity scientists to dismiss the 
phenomenon. 

The key insight is the distinction the panel drew: UAP were not assessed as Soviet aircraft (which would have 
been a threat requiring investigation) nor as an extraterrestrial phenomenon (which would have required 
disclosure). The panel chose a third path — dismiss and suppress — driven not by evidence that UAP did not 
exist, but by the bureaucratic problem that they might. 

 

Robertson Panel Recommendations (1953) — Verbatim Summary 

Strip UFO reports of "aura of mystery" — active debunking program 

Monitor civilian UFO organizations for "subversive activities" 

Use mass media (television, famous scientists) to educate public toward dismissal 

Reduce volume of reports to prevent clogging of military communication channels 

Assign Air Force public relations responsibility for all civilian inquiries 

 

15.2 Project Blue Book and the Debunking Mandate 
Blue Book (1952–1969) operated under the Robertson mandate. The Condon Committee (1966–1968), nominally 
independent, was chaired by Edward Condon, who stated publicly before the review concluded that he saw no 
reason to continue UAP investigation. The committee's final report recommended closure of Blue Book — a 
conclusion the Robertson Panel had effectively pre-determined 15 years earlier. The 1968 Condon Report 
acknowledged 30% of reviewed cases were "unidentified" but concluded this did not warrant continued 
investigation — a logical incoherence that GEIPAN's methodology would never permit. 

 

15.3 The Allied Suppression Effect 
Through NATO information-sharing and bilateral intelligence relationships, the Robertson mandate effectively 
shaped allied nation policies. The UK's Project Condign (declassified 2006) concluded that UAP were mostly 
plasma phenomena — a conclusion broadly consistent with GEIPAN's photonic sub-category but presented as a 
full explanation for all cases. The French DGA/CNES/GEIPAN system, by contrast, maintained scientific neutrality 
— partly because France's partial exit from NATO's integrated military command in 1966 reduced American 
doctrinal influence. This divergence is evident in the data: GEIPAN's D and D1 classifications acknowledge 
genuine unknowns; UK and US programs systematically reassigned cases to identified categories. 
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15.4 CAUS v. NSA — The Document Paradox 
The 1980 lawsuit (Civil Action 80-1562) by Citizens Against UFO Secrecy forced release of the Yeates Affidavit — 
the NSA's in camera explanation for withholding 239 UAP documents. The affidavit revealed that the documents 
were classified not because their content would reveal what UAP are, but because their existence would reveal 
SIGINT collection methods used to intercept foreign military communications about UAP. This paradox — 
classified to protect sources, not subjects — means the government's most sensitive UAP-related material has 
never been withheld on the grounds that UAP are mundane. The classification rationale itself implies genuine, 
multi-national phenomenon warranting foreign military encrypted reporting. 

 

15.5 The 2023 Legislative Turning Point 
The 2023 NDAA UAP provisions, the Grusch congressional testimony, and the subsequent hearings represent the 
first legislative breach of the Robertson framework. AARO's establishment with a congressional reporting 
mandate created — for the first time since 1969 — an official US body whose institutional mandate requires 
acknowledging unexplained cases rather than explaining them away. The DOW/PURSUE dataset dates almost 
entirely from 2023–2025, suggesting the legislative mandate had an immediate practical effect on military 
reporting rates even within classified channels. 

 

Year Event Effect on Suppression 

1953 Robertson Panel — active debunking 
mandate 

Set 64-year US policy trajectory; influenced NATO allies 

1966 Condon Committee chartered — 
Condon's public pre-conclusion 

Blue Book closure pre-determined; USAF exits investigation 

1969 Blue Book closed No US government UAP investigation for 8 years 

1977 Carter briefed by CIA — reopened 
concern 

CIA brief acknowledged unexplained cases; no policy change 

1980 CAUS v. NSA — Yeates Affidavit 239 NSA docs confirmed; classification ≠ phenomenon denial 

2017 New York Times AATIP / GOFAST leak Congressional pressure resumes; UAPTF established 2020 

2023 NDAA UAP provisions; Grusch 
testimony 

AARO chartered with mandatory reporting; suppression loop partially broken 

2024–
2025 

DOW/PURSUE corpus (42 MISREPs) Highest-volume classified military reporting since 1969 
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16. Notable Findings and Analyst Notes 

This section distills the highest-evidentiary-value findings from the full corpus — findings that would survive 
rigorous peer review and that represent the dataset's most analytically robust conclusions. 

 

Finding 1 — The Phenomenon Is Not Decade-Bound 
The earliest well-documented case (GEIPAN 1937 coastal France) and the most recent (DOW d8, 2025 Gulf of 
Aden) share behavioral characteristics: luminous presentation, precise geometric movement, departure without 
observable propulsion. The 88-year span eliminates any single nation's classified technology as the explanation 
— no technology demonstrably deployed in both 1937 and 2025 matches the described performance envelope. 
The phenomenon predates the Cold War, the space age, and the drone era. 

 

Finding 2 — Professional Observer Credibility Is High 
The corpus is dominated by military pilots, naval officers, air traffic controllers, and scientific professionals. 
GEIPAN's observer credibility scoring — which discounts cases with single observers or non-technical 
backgrounds — still produces 78 classified unknowns (D/D1). DOW's corpus is entirely from USAF and USN 
aircrews under classified reporting protocols. Hoax contamination is structurally excluded by the classification 
system: no hoaxer gains access to DOW MISREP channels. 

 

Finding 3 — The SWIR Finding Requires Immediate Policy Response 
DOW d25's documentation that a UAP was visible ONLY on SWIR camera — not to the naked eye, not on 
standard FMV — has direct operational implications. If a subset of UAP are only detectable in the short-wave 
infrared band, current sensor suites on most military platforms cannot detect them. DOW d25 was a single 
incident from a single platform; the frequency of such SWIR-only objects is entirely unknown. This gap in sensor 
coverage constitutes an unresolved operational vulnerability. 

 

Finding 4 — Trans-Medium Operation Is Documented 
DOW d33 and d35 (Greece, 2023–2024) document a circular UAP operating just above the ocean surface, 
performing right-angle turns at ~80 mph, then disappearing into the water on first sortie. A second sortie observed 
what appears to be the same or similar object emerging from the ocean and flying toward land. GEIPAN's 
Port-Gentil case (1952) provides an early parallel from maritime observation. Trans-medium operation — air/water 
interface traversal — has now been documented by military aircrews with sensors across multiple decades and 
national jurisdictions. 

 

Finding 5 — Government Classification Has Obscured More Than Hostile Intent 
The NSA Yeates Affidavit (1980) reveals that UAP classification is primarily a sources-and-methods problem, not 
a content problem. The CIA Robertson Panel's rationale was bureaucratic, not intelligence-driven. The 
DOW/PURSUE classification system withholds operational details (sensor specs, location data) for standard 
military reasons — not because UAP classification is inherently necessary. This means the classification of UAP 
information is largely a structural artifact, not a deliberate policy to conceal the phenomenon's nature. 

 

Finding 6 — GEIPAN D1 Cases Represent the Scientific Gold Standard 
GEIPAN's 25 D1 cases (Strangeness > 0.5, Consistency > 0.5 on independent expert committee review) 
represent the most rigorously analyzed UAP cases in any government database. The 0 published D2 cases 
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(theoretical maximum evidence level) reflect GEIPAN's conservatism, not absence of compelling evidence — La 
Forêt-Fouesnant (E=0.70, C=0.68) approaches D2 thresholds. These cases are publicly available, peer-reviewed 
by multi-disciplinary committees, and constitute the closest approximation to scientific evidence for an anomalous 
phenomenon. 

 

Finding 7 — The White House 1963 Memo Cannot Be Dismissed 
The Intelligence Archives document "Thoughts on the Space Alien Race Question" (July 18, 1963) — a memo 
originating from the Executive Office of the President to the State Department — reflects formal policy-level 
discussion of ET contact protocols by senior officials. The memo's existence does not confirm extraterrestrial 
contact; it does confirm that senior government officials in 1963 considered the question sufficiently serious to 
generate formal policy correspondence. This is qualitatively different from fringe speculation. 

 

Analyst Note — What the Data Cannot Establish 
Intellectual honesty requires stating what the corpus cannot establish. No document in the dataset provides proof 
of extraterrestrial origin. No document describes recovered craft or bodies. The 1963 White House memo 
discusses contact protocols hypothetically, not factually. GEIPAN's D/D1 classifications mean "we cannot identify 
the cause" — not "we have identified a cause." The NSA's 239 documents remain classified for SIGINT reasons 
and may contain conventional explanations. The DOW MISREP system's GENTEXT classification of PLASMA 
reflects aircrew assessment, not scientific measurement. These caveats are essential to sound analysis. 
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17. Fact-Check Assessment 

The following assessments apply VERIFIED (independently corroborated), DEBUNKED (evidence contradicts the 
claim), or CONTEXT (requires significant qualification) classifications to claims commonly associated with UAP 
investigations. 

 

VERIFIED: NSA Possessed 239 UAP Documents 

Confirmed by Yeates Affidavit in CAUS v. NSA (Civil Action 80-1562, 1980). 

In camera review confirmed existence; documents withheld for SIGINT sources, not UAP content. 

NSA did not deny the existence of the documents — it denied access on classification grounds. 

This is a matter of public legal record. 

 

VERIFIED: Trans-en-Provence Physical Trace Evidence 

GEIPAN GOLD STANDARD (LGRN) case — highest evidence classification. 

Physical ground traces (burned ring, vegetation effects) independently corroborated by gendarmerie. 

GEPAN laboratory analysis confirmed anomalous biochemical effects on collected plants. 

Multi-disciplinary expert committee review sustained D classification. 

Published in GEPAN Technical Notes, publicly available. 

 

VERIFIED: Robertson Panel Recommended Active Debunking 

CIA Historical Review Program declassified the Robertson Panel report. 

Verbatim text confirms recommendation to strip UAP of "aura of mystery." 

Confirmed monitoring of civilian UFO organizations was recommended. 

The panel's conclusions shaped Blue Book policy for 16 years — this is documented institutional history. 

 

VERIFIED: Belgian Wave Radar-Visual Confirmation (1989-1991) 

Belgian Air Force F-16 radar locks confirmed on multiple nights. 

Air Force Colonel De Brouwer briefed press with radar data and acceleration figures (40g, >3,000 km/h). 

Civilian ground observer reports (over 2,000) corroborated in timing and geometry. 

No Belgian Air Force explanation was ever published. Case remains open. 

 

DEBUNKED: Washington DC 1952 Radar Returns Were All Explained by Temperature Inversion 

The Air Weather Service's inversion explanation was formally adopted but not universally accepted. 

Multiple radar stations tracked the same objects simultaneously — inversion artifacts typically differ by station. 

Jet interceptors were scrambled and their pilots reported visual contacts consistent with radar tracks. 
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CAA air traffic controller Harry Barnes stated definitively: "We knew immediately that a very strange phenomenon 
was taking place." 

Assessment: Temperature inversion explains some returns; does not account for simultaneous multi-station tracking 
or pilot visual confirmation. 

 

DEBUNKED: Project Blue Book Conducted Rigorous Scientific Investigation 

Blue Book operated under the 1953 Robertson Panel mandate to debunk. 

Condon Committee chairman stated publicly before review that investigation should end. 

Blue Book's own statistics: ~30% of cases remained "unidentified" at closure — scientifically unacceptable 
incompletion. 

GEIPAN's methodology, with expert committee review and published E/C matrices, is incomparable in rigor. 

Assessment: Blue Book was a public relations operation with scientific elements, not a scientific investigation with 
PR functions. 

 

CONTEXT NEEDED: The 1963 White House "Alien Race" Memo Proves ET Contact 

The document exists and appears authentic in the Intelligence Archives collection. 

The memo discusses contact protocols hypothetically — it does not claim contact has occurred. 

Executive Office memos can reflect speculative policy planning without factual basis. 

Full declassification and chain-of-custody verification would be required for definitive assessment. 

Assessment: Document is significant as evidence of senior-level engagement with the question — not as proof of 
ET contact itself. 

 

CONTEXT NEEDED: GEIPAN D Classification Means "Extraterrestrial" 

D (and D1) classification means Strangeness and Consistency exceed GEIPAN thresholds for "unexplained." 

GEIPAN explicitly does not speculate on the origin of D-class objects. 

GEIPAN methodology acknowledges multiple possible explanations including unknown natural phenomena, 
classified human technology, and perceptual anomalies. 

Assessment: D/D1 = scientifically unexplained by current knowledge; origin remains an open question. 

 

CONTEXT NEEDED: DOW PURSUE Cases Prove Non-Human Technology 

DOW MISREPs document performance characteristics that exceed currently acknowledged military technology. 

The PURSUE classification system explicitly notes "advanced capabilities" and "intelligent control" where observed. 

However, the DOW system cannot rule out classified adversary technology (China, Russia hypersonic programs). 

Nor can it rule out sensor artifacts, atmospheric optics, or misidentification in all cases. 

Assessment: Some DOW cases are genuinely unexplained at unclassified levels; the full classified picture is 
unknown. 
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18. Conclusions and Unresolved Questions 

18.1 What the Evidence Supports 
The nine-agency, 267-record corpus supports the following conclusions at varying confidence levels: 

•​ HIGH CONFIDENCE: An unidentified aerial phenomenon — distinct from known aircraft, weather, and 
astronomical objects — has been consistently observed by credentialed military and technical professionals 
across nine nations spanning 88 years (1937–2025). The observations are internally consistent, cross-culturally 
corroborated, and in dozens of cases independently confirmed by multiple sensor types and observers. 

•​ HIGH CONFIDENCE: A subset of these phenomena demonstrate flight performance characteristics — 
instantaneous acceleration, stationary hover without visible propulsion, right-angle turns at operational 
airspeeds, and trans-medium air/water interface operation — that cannot be explained by any publicly 
acknowledged propulsion technology. 

•​ HIGH CONFIDENCE: US government policy from 1953 to approximately 2020 actively suppressed civilian and 
official reporting through institutional ridicule, classification, and the Robertson Panel debunking mandate. This 
suppression has created evidentiary gaps whose true scale is unknown. 

•​ MODERATE CONFIDENCE: A subset of phenomena interact with electromagnetic systems in ways consistent 
with a proximity-dependent field effect. The Trans-en-Provence case (GEIPAN LGRN) provides the strongest 
physical evidence; the Tehran intercept provides the strongest operational evidence. 

•​ MODERATE CONFIDENCE: DOW d25's SWIR-only detectability, if representative of a broader UAP 
sub-category, indicates a systematic gap in current military sensor coverage. The frequency and operational 
implications of this gap are entirely unknown. 

•​ LOW CONFIDENCE (but non-zero): The 1963 White House memo and NSA's ET_INTELLIGENCE reporting 
category suggest that at least some senior officials and analysts have considered extraterrestrial origin as a 
serious hypothesis at the policy level. This falls well short of evidence of contact. 

 

18.2 What Remains Unresolved 
The following questions cannot be answered by the current corpus and represent the frontier of legitimate 
investigation: 

•​ What do the NSA's 239 UAP documents contain? The Yeates Affidavit confirmed their existence; their content 
remains classified. Given that the classification rationale is SIGINT methods rather than UAP content, a 
sources-and-methods review could potentially release the substantive findings. 

•​ What is the full DOW/PURSUE corpus? The 42 analyzed documents are confirmed to be a portion of a larger 
collection. The selection criteria for the analyzed subset are unknown, creating an unknown selection bias. 

•​ Has GEIPAN's D2 threshold ever been met? GEIPAN records 0 published D2 cases (E>0.7, C>0.7 on full 
expert review). Whether this reflects a genuine absence of maximum-evidence cases or committee 
conservatism is unresolved. 

•​ What is the frequency of SWIR-only objects? DOW d25 is a single documented case. Without systematic SWIR 
monitoring across multiple platforms and theaters, the true frequency is unknown. 

•​ Are the trans-medium observations (Greece 2023–2024) linked to the same phenomenon class as mid-20th 
century cases? The behavioral similarities are notable; systematic analysis of environmental and geophysical 
conditions at trans-medium locations has not been published. 

•​ What does China's classified UAP corpus contain? Chinese military airspace is among the most heavily 
monitored on earth. The absence of Chinese government UAP data from the public record is a significant gap 
— particularly given that US and allied forces encounter UAP in and near Chinese-adjacent airspace. 

 

18.3 Analytical Framework Recommendation 
The correct analytical posture for this corpus is neither dismissal nor credulity, but the same epistemic standard 
applied to any complex evidentiary problem in intelligence analysis or forensic science: assess what the evidence 
can support at specified confidence levels; note gaps and their potential significance; distinguish between "we 
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cannot identify the cause" and "the cause is X"; and follow the evidence where it leads regardless of institutional 
or social pressure. 

By that standard, the 267-record corpus analyzed in this report constitutes a robust and internally consistent 
dataset pointing to a real, global, multi-decade phenomenon with flight performance characteristics that current 
public knowledge cannot explain. That conclusion is not extraordinary — it is the straightforward reading of the 
evidence. What remains extraordinary is the institutional resistance to stating it plainly. 

 

Final Assessment — Five-Point Summary 

1. REAL: A consistent, cross-corroborated phenomenon exists — documented by professional observers with 
sensors across nine nations over 88 years. 

2. UNEXPLAINED: A significant subset (GEIPAN: 78 cases; DOW: ~40%) cannot be explained by known 
technology, atmospheric phenomena, or sensor artifacts. 

3. SUPPRESSED: US government policy actively reduced reporting and investigation quality from 1953–2020, 
creating gaps that cannot be fully reconstructed. 

4. OPERATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT: EM effects, SWIR-only detectability, trans-medium operation, and weapon 
system interactions constitute real defense and intelligence gaps. 

5. ORIGIN UNKNOWN: The corpus does not resolve whether the phenomenon is natural, human-manufactured 
(classified), or of another origin — but it rules out mundane explanations for a significant portion of cases. 
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Document Information 

Field Value 

Report Title Department of War / PURSUE UAP Full Analysis Report 

Corpus Size 267 records across 9 agencies 

Document Types Military MISREPs (DOW/PURSUE), Scientific Case Files (GEIPAN), Classified Assessments (NSA, 
CIA), Field Reports (FBI), Diplomatic Cables (State Dept), Legislative Records (AARO), Scientific 
Mission Records (NASA) 

Date Range Covered 1937–2025 (88-year span) 

Charts Produced 16 analytical visualizations 

Sections 18 major analytical sections + appendices 

Classification of Source 
Documents 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO (DOW redacted), UNCLASSIFIED (GEIPAN, public), DECLASSIFIED (CIA, 
NSA, FBI via FOIA) 

Analyst Note This report synthesizes open-source, declassified, and publicly released government documents. No 
classified information was accessed or used in its preparation beyond what has been formally released 
through FOIA, Congressional testimony, or agency publication. 
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