
 
 

Illegal 5-6 
Illegal 5-6 Read the book here. 

React to each sentence below. Make a prediction. What do you think is going to happen next? 
 
M Y FEET ARE WET. ?? NO Water is coming into the boat. I feel the floor of the dinghy. Gently. 
WE CAN'T REALLY DO THIS. UGH! THERE'S MORE AND MORE WATER COMING I 
 
 
I H A V E YOU, EBO THANK YOU, THANK YOU FOR SAVING ME. ​
I AM AFRAID YOU ARE NOT MUCH BETTER OFF. 
 
 
 
"THERE'S NOTHING FOR YOU HERE."  ​
Each day I try for work. Each day I look for my brother in every face. 
Soon, I have friends too. 
 

 

Reading Summary 
●​ Ebo, Razak, and their friends are in a small boat and the boat is taking on water. 
●​ They flip the boat over to try to stop the water from coming in, and Ebo saves Razak from 

drowning. 
●​ Ebo is now in a new place and is trying to find work and his brother Kwame. 

 

Vocabulary 
Term Definition Example Sentence​

Use the words in a sentence. 
speck (noun) A very small piece or spot of something.  

dinghy 
(noun) 

A small, inflatable boat.  

bail (verb) To remove water from a boat using a 
bucket or other container. 

 

sweltering 
(adjective) 

Extremely hot and humid.  

rejoice (verb) To feel or show great happiness or joy.  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pIkfq2-QJ5bqPQUxgo7j_8KFNMlsCpcJ/view?usp=sharing


Multiple Choice Questions 
Question #1 Question #2 Question #3 

What happens to the boat that Ebo, 
Razak, and the others are in? 

Why does Ebo tell Razak and the 
others to turn the boat over? 

What does Ebo do to help Razak 
when he is drowning? 

A. The boat is blown back to Libya by 
a strong wind. 

B. The boat is caught in a storm and 
sinks. 

C. The boat gets a hole in it and 
starts to take on water. 

D. The boat runs out of gas and they 
are stranded. 

A. They need to get out of the boat to 
swim to safety. 

B. They need to fix the hole in the 
boat. 

C. They need to see if there are any 
fish in the water. 

D. They need to find a way to signal 
for help. 

A. Ebo throws Razak a life preserver. 

B. Ebo swims to Razak and pulls him 
to safety. 

C. Ebo calls for help on his radio. 

D. Ebo uses a rope to pull Razak back 
into the boat. 

 

Question #4 Question #5 
What can be inferred about the character's emotional 
state based on the phrase "I H A V E YOU, EBO THANK 
YOU, THANK YOU FOR SAVING ME."? 

What can be inferred about the character's emotional 
state based on the phrase "THERE'S NOTHING FOR YOU 
HERE."? 

A. The character is feeling grateful and relieved. 

B. The character is feeling angry and resentful. 

C. The character is feeling confused and lost. 

D. The character is feeling scared and uncertain. 

A. The character is feeling hopeless and defeated. 

B. The character is feeling curious and intrigued. 

C. The character is feeling excited and optimistic. 

D. The character is feeling angry and frustrated. 

 

Short Answer Questions 
Question #1 What does Ebo do to survive after the boat flips over? 

 
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Question #2 What does Ebo do to earn money and food in Agadez? 

 
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 



Question #3 Why does Ebo decide to go to the wedding? 

 
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Open Ended Questions 

Question #1 Think about a time you were scared or worried. How did you feel? What did you 
do to overcome your fear? How does this relate to the characters in the story? 

 
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Question #2 
Imagine you are in a new place, far from home. How would you feel? What 
would you do to make friends and find your way? How does this relate to the 
characters in the story? 

 
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Question #3 
The characters in the story face many challenges. What are some challenges you 
face in your life? How do you overcome them? How does this relate to the 
characters in the story? 

 
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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