Reading list on the new labour laws

The new labour laws introduced by the Modi government, which are set for
implementation, affect all of us as employees or workers. The All India IT and ITeS
Employees’ Union has created this comprehensive reading list so you can familiarise
yourself with all perspectives on the labour laws, including the government’s
perspective. We may update this list occasionally.

Links to the labour codes and rules/draft rules

1. The Code on Wages, 2019

a. Draft Code on Wages(central) Rules, 2020

2. The Code On Social Security, 2020

3. The Industrial Relations Code, 2020

4. The Occupational Safety, Health And Working Conditions Code, 2020

Links to workers’ and worker-friendly analysis of labour codes

1. QOur union’s analysis of the labour codes

2. How the labour codes weaken the already meagre protections afforded to

migrant workers

3. How the Code on Wages is a gift for Corporates
4. How the Code on Wages ‘legalises’ bonded labour

5. Why the new labour codes leave India’s workers even more precariously poised
than before

6. Why some labour reforms may lead to slave-like conditions in workplaces

7. How the Industrial Relations Code arms employers with comprehensive

instruments to suppress the workers and drastically curb their rights to fight for
their demands



https://prsindia.org/files/bills_acts/bills_parliament/2019/Code%20on%20Wages,%202019.pdf
https://labour.gov.in/sites/default/files/gazette%20notification.pdf
https://labour.gov.in/sites/default/files/SS_Code_Gazette.pdf
https://egazette.nic.in/WriteReadData/2020/222118.pdf
https://labour.gov.in/sites/default/files/OSH_Gazette.pdf
https://medium.com/tech-people/new-labour-codes-explained-48a4679d4a29
https://www.newsclick.in/migrant-workers-who-penalise-errant-law-enforcers
https://www.newsclick.in/migrant-workers-who-penalise-errant-law-enforcers
https://peoplesdemocracy.in/2019/0804_pd/code-wages-bill-%E2%80%93-modi-govt%E2%80%99s-return-gift-corporates
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/how-the-code-on-wages-legalises-bonded-labour/article38007358.ece
https://scroll.in/article/973877/why-the-new-labour-codes-leave-workers-even-more-precariously-poised-than-before
https://scroll.in/article/973877/why-the-new-labour-codes-leave-workers-even-more-precariously-poised-than-before
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/why-some-labour-reforms-may-lead-to-slave-like-conditions-in-workplaces/1957008/
https://peoplesdemocracy.in/2019/0721_pd/citu-lambasts-centre-over-low-minimum-wage-labour-law-reforms
https://peoplesdemocracy.in/2019/0721_pd/citu-lambasts-centre-over-low-minimum-wage-labour-law-reforms
https://peoplesdemocracy.in/2019/0721_pd/citu-lambasts-centre-over-low-minimum-wage-labour-law-reforms

8.

10.

M.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

How the OSH Code will worsen occupational health and safety

How the draft rules under the OSH code ignore workers and serve the interests
of employers

How the social security code weakens key welfare guarantees

How various BJP state governments used the lockdown to push through these
labour reforms

On the flawed economic logic behind these ‘reforms’

On the lack of consultation and the flawed tripartite discussions behind the

labour codes

Politics of welfare, or lack thereof, of labour: Series on the political economy of
labour legislations in India (part 1, part 2)

Who Will Penalize the Laxity on the Part of Law Enforcers? Series on how lack of
enforcement of labour laws lead to the tragic and inhumane conditions faced by

migrants during the lockdown of 2020 (part 1, part 2, part 3, part 4, part 5)

On the delay in implementing the Labour Codes and how they restrict the scope
of collective bargaining (part 1, part 2)

Links to reports about trade union movements against labour

codes

1.

2.

Journalists protests against labour laws (Nov 2019)

Joint protests against labour laws (Sept 2020)

National protest day across the country against the labour laws (Dec 2020)

Trade unions to observe two-day nationwide strike on Feb 23-24 (2022)

Links to government documents and reasoning on labour

codes

1.

Gov FAQ on the Social Security Code


https://peoplesdemocracy.in/2019/1201_pd/oshwc-code-design-impose-modern-slavery-working-people
https://peoplesdemocracy.in/2021/0124_pd/occupational-safety-code-rules-ignore-workers-serve-interests-employers
https://peoplesdemocracy.in/2021/0124_pd/occupational-safety-code-rules-ignore-workers-serve-interests-employers
https://peoplesdemocracy.in/2020/1213_pd/social-security-code-draft-rules
https://peoplesdemocracy.in/2020/0517_pd/rebuff-attacks-working-class-rights
https://peoplesdemocracy.in/2020/0517_pd/rebuff-attacks-working-class-rights
https://peoplesdemocracy.in/2020/0517_pd/war-labour
https://www.newsclick.in/Labour-Code-Bills-Take-Back-19th-Century
https://www.newsclick.in/Labour-Code-Bills-Take-Back-19th-Century
https://www.theleaflet.in/politics-of-welfare-or-lack-thereof-of-labour-part-i/
https://www.theleaflet.in/politics-of-welfare-or-lack-thereof-of-labour-part-ii/
https://www.theleaflet.in/who-will-penalize-the-laxity-on-the-part-of-law-enforcers-part-i/
https://www.theleaflet.in/who-will-penalize-the-laxity-on-the-part-of-law-enforcers-part-ii/
https://www.theleaflet.in/who-will-penalize-the-laxity-on-the-part-of-law-enforcers-part-iii/
https://www.theleaflet.in/who-will-penalize-the-laxity-on-the-part-of-law-enforcers-part-iv/
https://www.theleaflet.in/who-will-penalize-the-laxity-on-the-part-of-law-enforcers-part-v/
https://www.theleaflet.in/delay-and-complexities-plague-labour-reforms/
https://www.theleaflet.in/irc-an-unnecessary-law-on-labour-negotiations/
https://www.newsclick.in/labour-codes-spell-anarchy-indian-journalism-say-journalists-union
https://peoplesdemocracy.in/2020/0927_pd/attempts-enslave-workers-shall-not-pass-working-class-warns-modi-led-bjp-govt
https://peoplesdemocracy.in/2021/0103_pd/demand-repeal-labour-codes-grows-louder
https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/trade-unions-to-observe-two-day-nationwide-strike-on-feb-23-24-121120600676_1.html
https://vvgnli.gov.in/en/code-social-security-2020

2. Gov handbook on new labour codes: ‘New Labour Code For New India Biggest
Labour Reforms in Independent India”

3. Gov pronouncement on the passing of the Code on Wages by the Lok Sabha

4. Gov pronouncement on the passing of the OSH Code, IR Code, and the Social
Security Code by the Lok Sabha

5. Gov pronouncement on the passing of the OSH Code, IR Code, and the Social

Security Code by the Rajya Sabha

Links to legal analysis of labour codes

Cover Note Overview of Labour Law Reforms

Code on Wages:

1. Comparison with earlier version of the Bill and recommendations of the Standing
Committee on Labour

2. Protection of Workers” Wages in India: An Analysis of the Labour Code on
Wages, 2019

Draft wage rules:
1. PRS analysis of Draft wage rules

2. lIssue based (wages, consumption standards, composition of committees, ‘floor

wage’) of the draft rules

3. How draft rules exclude migrant workers and women

Issues for Consideration: Labour Codes — Three Bills on Occupational Safety and Health;
Industrial Relations; and Social Security, 2020

Links to general labour reports

1. National Labour Commission 2022 (long)
2. ILO conventions that India has:

a. Ratified


https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/specificdocs/documents/2021/oct/doc202110531.pdf
https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/specificdocs/documents/2021/oct/doc202110531.pdf
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1580782
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1657898
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1657898
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1658197
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1658197
https://prsindia.org/files/bills_acts/bills_parliament/2020/Cover%20Note%20-%20Labour%20Reforms_6.pdf
https://prsindia.org/billtrack/prs-products/prs-comparison-table-3304
https://prsindia.org/billtrack/prs-products/prs-comparison-table-3304
https://epw.in/engage/article/protection-workers-wages-india-labour-wage-code
https://epw.in/engage/article/protection-workers-wages-india-labour-wage-code
https://prsindia.org/files/bills_acts/bills_parliament/1970/Minimum%20Wage%20Rules%20Brief-%20Final%20for%20upload.pdf
https://thewire.in/labour/draft-code-on-wages-rules-issues
https://thewire.in/labour/draft-code-on-wages-rules-issues
https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/opinion-draft-code-wages-rules-2020-far-reality-132309
https://prsindia.org/files/bills_acts/bills_parliament/2020/Issues%20for%20Consideration%20-%20Labour%20Codes%202020_1.pdf
https://prsindia.org/files/bills_acts/bills_parliament/2020/Issues%20for%20Consideration%20-%20Labour%20Codes%202020_1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19s82afwoq4Bnin4Vhyj7uARqnW_tChd8/view
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:11200:0::NO::P11200_COUNTRY_ID:102691

b. Not ratified
3. National Commission on Enterprises in the Unorganised Sector reports

a. Report on Social Security

b. Report on conditions of work and promotion of livelihoods in the
unorganised sector


https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:11210:0::NO:11210:P11210_COUNTRY_ID:102691
http://sanhati.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Reports-on-Social-Security.pdf
http://sanhati.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/NCEUS-2007-Report-on-conditions-of-work-and-promotion-of-livelihoods-in-the-unorganised-sector.pdf
http://sanhati.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/NCEUS-2007-Report-on-conditions-of-work-and-promotion-of-livelihoods-in-the-unorganised-sector.pdf
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