
We won! We are leaving the highway and skipping the 
glue! 
Press conference Wednesday April 24th 14.30, Parliament main entrance 
 

 
 
 
Everyone wants to restore wetlands now! Our job with the wetlands is done. We will 
no longer glue ourselves to the highway with our Restore Wetlands banners. Restore 
Wetlands declare victory. Peaceful civil resistance works. With victory behind us, we 
will step-up our fight against the peat industry and the harmful peat mines. 
 
We have done our job! In just two years since the campaign started, we have: 
 

●​ Created a media revolution and brought attention to the wetlands to an estimated 
value of 848 million SEK! Our marketing value is almost one billion SEK! 
(Calculated using Meltwater)!​
 

●​ The attention has educated the Swedish people about the climate impact of 
drained wetlands and subsequently created a massive public opinion for wetland 
restoration. 75% of the Swedish people now think it is important to restore wetlands.​
 

●​ At the same time, there has been a big debate in Sweden, both in the media and 
among people, about the climate benefit of wetlands - 4,500 articles have been 



written about Restoring Wetlands both nationally and internationally.​
 

●​ The massive public opinion has made all parties in parliament stand behind 
restoring wetlands, and this year the government has made wetland restoration one 
of their three prioritized points in their climate policy. ​
 

●​ There is hope! Peaceful civil resistance is an effective way to change a destructive 
system. 
 

Through our campaign, we have put the issue of dried out wetlands at the top of the political 
agenda. The government has made wetland restoration a priority area in its climate policy. 
The climate minister herself mentions wetlands, electrification and carbon dioxide capture as 
top priorities. Because of the work we’ve been doing for two years, politicians have now 
been forced to take a stance on wetlands. We have shown that peaceful civil resistance is 
an effective way to change society and are now passing on the baton. We have sat on the 
highways and risked our lives. Now everyone knows that wetlands play a crucial role in 
drastically reducing CO2 emissions, that they replenish groundwater, prevent floods and are 
absolutely crucial in reducing the spread of forest fires. Now it is up to the politicians, the 
county administrations, and the landowners to put all the talented excavation contractors to 
work to implement the national crisis project Sweden needs to actually restore the wetlands. 
 
Several newspapers claim that it’s because of the Restore Wetlands campaign that the 
politicians have now made wetland restoration a priority. Svenska Dagbladet wrote in their 
summary of the past week, March 15, "Their message has gone from incomprehensible to 
actual politics. Climate activism that has actually created change". When Aftonbladet 
summarised the government's climate policy, the article author referred to the Restore 
Wetlands campaign in relation to the government's investment in wetlands. Omni writes 
bluntly that the reform takes place after Restore Wetlands' attention-grabbing actions. The 
head of culture at Expressen wrote, after our Monet campaign in May 2023, "Now I too want 
to restore wetlands". The successes of Restore Wetlands are many more than that. We have 
succeeded in creating a debate not only about the importance of wetlands, but also in 
highlighting the seriousness of the fact that we are facing a climate collapse. 
​
The political party The Liberals have even used the Restore Wetlands brand and banner in 
their own social media campaign. Everyone wants to restore wetlands now. There is not a 
single political party that doesn’t think that wetlands must be restored. ​
​
By sitting on motorways and appearing on live TV, we have succeeded in carrying out one of 
the biggest public education campaigns. After two years of peaceful resistance, we have 
succeeded in educating almost the entire Swedish people about the importance of wetlands. 
The former swamps and bogs are now seen as the vital and crucial biological systems for 
our survival they truly are. We declare victory for the wetlands. 
 
Since we started the campaign, we have been mentioned in over 4,500 articles both 
nationally and internationally. Compared to other climate movements, Restore Wetlands has 
received far more media space. The pie chart shows the share of media space 2023 Restore 
Wetlands received in relation to other movements and organisations. 

https://www.regeringen.se/regeringens-politik/regeringens-prioriteringar/klimat-och-energi/om-regeringens-prioritering-klimat-och-energi/
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/151LqW/klimatminister-romina-pourmokhtari-om-klimatdebatten-forvanande
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/151LqW/klimatminister-romina-pourmokhtari-om-klimatdebatten-forvanande
https://www.dn.se/kultur/bjorn-wiman-blev-du-rasande-pa-aktivisterna-i-vasaloppet-tank-en-gang-till/
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/amnesomraden/vatmark/vatmarker-och-klimat/
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/amnesomraden/vatmark/vatmarker-och-klimat/
https://www.svd.se/a/Mo4O20/varfor-ar-hela-expressen-kultur-stammisar-pa-bar-europa
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/151LqW/klimatminister-romina-pourmokhtari-om-klimatdebatten-forvanande
https://omni.se/pourmokhtari-det-ar-jag-som-aterstaller-vatmarkerna/a/bgy9GA
https://www.expressen.se/kultur/victor-malm/nu-vill-jag-ocksa-aterstalla-vatmarker/
https://sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/vatmarkernas-revansch-den-blota-klimatkampen
https://www.instagram.com/p/C22ai6yryKE/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.dn.se/sverige/darfor-har-vatmarker-blivit-en-stridsfraga/


​

​
​
​
Restore Wetlands has since March 2022 generated media impact to a marketing value of 
SEK 848 million in AVE (Advertising Value Equivalency) according to Meltwater. 
 
Going forward, Restore Wetlands will focus on climate-damaging peat and fight to shut down 
the peat industry. An industry that is speeding up the deadly climate collapse and is a 
hotspot for carbon dioxide emissions according to wetland scientists. In the midst of a 
burning climate crisis, county administrations are opening up 89 new peat mines and the 
political party The Moderates would like to resume the use of peat used as energy fuel. Peat 
is a fossil material and provides dirtier energy than oil, coal and gas. We will continue to be 
stubborn and troublesome. We will not give up until there is a ban on peat mining in Sweden. 
 
Welcome to the press conference on Wednesday, April 24, 2:30 p.m., where we 
declare victory and announce that we will no longer glue ourselves to the highway 
with our Restore Wetlands banners. 
 

 
​
 
Restore Wetlands is part of an international network (A22-Network) of a resistance 

movements in 12 different countries. Our recruitment, training and capacity building is 

supported by the Climate Emergency Fund, a fund that provides support to ambitious 

organisations that demand urgent solutions to the climate crisis.​
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Helen Wahlgren 0762160268​
vatmarker@protonmail.com​
​
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https://www.meltwater.com/en
https://sverigesradio.se/artikel/kontroversiell-torvbrytning-planeras-trots-varningar-om-klimatskada
https://www.landlantbruk.se/land-skogsbruk-svensk-torv-har-lyckats-att-skonmala-torvbrytningen
https://www.sverigesnatur.org/aktuellt/nastan-90-tillstand-for-ny-torvbrytning/
https://svensktorv.se/mer-energitorv-om-moderaterna-far-valja/
https://a22network.org/en/
https://www.climateemergencyfund.org
mailto:vatmarker@protonmail.com
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