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Text, Text Reading and History Teaching and Focus on the Literacy Theory of Sam
Wineburg
Tzu-Shu Lin

Abstract

Currently developing students' literacy tends to be an important issue of history
teaching. From this viewpoint, influenced partly by the tide of " linguistic Turn " since
1960s, students need to foster literacy through reading like a historian. One of the
well-known researchers is Sam Wineburg, the director of Stanford History Education Group
and the author of Reading Like a Historian: Reading like a historian: Teaching Literacy in
Middle and High School History Classrooms. For revealing the relationship between literacy
or text reading and history teaching, this article deals with three points. Firstly, it explores the
new concept of text and the new mode of interpretation by the context of linguistic turn.
Secondly, it will analyze Sam Wineburg's literacy theory and his view of historical education.
The third, it tries to investigate the suitability for teaching sourcing and contextualization
these two strategies which Wineburg have invented for reading historical texts.
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