
 
 

Adobe Illustrator Technical Skills Test 
 
In this technical skills test, you will be turning a photograph into an illustrator image. ​
 
Tools and techniques you will need to use: 

●​ Adding layers 
●​ Arranging layers 
●​ Eyedropper tool 
●​ Paintbrush tool 
●​ Solid shapes 
●​ Pen tool and/or curvature tool 
●​ Transparency / Gradients 

 
 
You may want to glance through the following tutorials if you get stuck: 

●​ How to create FLAT ILLUSTRATION based on a photo in Adobe Illustrator 
●​ Ms Dutton’s tutorial 

 
 

Instructions 

Choose one of the photographs below to work on. Complete as much of the image as you can 
in the time provided. Do not worry if your work is not complete, as your focus should be on 
showing excellent technical skills. At the end of the allocated time Add a screenshot of your 
finished work to the last row in this table. If you want to add additional photos showing the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0W2e1mGntQ&t=18s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZ8VtvToBgA&feature=youtu.be


process, for example, showing you using any particular tool, you can do that there too. 

Images 

●​ Bubbles 
●​ Cascade Creek 
●​ Cherry Blossom 
●​ Coffee  
●​ Crowd-Surfing 
●​ Desert Scene 
●​ Dog 
●​ Dubai Skyline 
●​ Football/Soccer 
●​ Greece 
●​ Japanese Temple 
●​ JellyFish 
●​ Norway 
●​ Siamese Fighting Fish 
●​ Skateboarder 
●​ Woman’s Face with a Butterfly 
●​ Woman Holding DSLR Camera 
●​ Woman on a Swing 
●​ Woman Smiling 
●​ Woman Smiling Sitting on Car Window 
●​ Woman with Balloons 

Your Work 

 

 
 
 

Criterion C - Creating the Solution 

0  

1-2 

The student:  

i. 
demonstrates minimal technical skills 
when making the solution uses basic technical tools such as the brush tool 

3-4 

The student:  

ii. 
demonstrates satisfactory technical skills 
when making the solution 

uses a few tools and makes a basic illustrator 
image, which is based on the selected photograph 

5-6 The student:  

https://www.pexels.com/photo/girl-playing-with-bubbles-1919030/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/cascade-creek-environment-fern-460621/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/pink-flowers-432360/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/adult-barista-beverage-cafe-373639/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/gray-scale-photo-of-man-lifted-by-people-holding-stratocaster-guitar-167579/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/america-arid-bushes-california-221148/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/brown-saluki-1573919/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/architectural-design-architecture-buildings-business-618079/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/multicolored-soccer-ball-on-green-field-47730/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/cold-sea-city-landscape-3215009/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/red-and-black-temple-surrounded-by-trees-photo-402028/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/shallow-focus-photo-of-pink-and-brown-jellyfish-1076758/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/snow-covered-village-1381153/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/close-up-of-a-siamese-fighting-fish-325045/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/men-s-black-leather-jacket-1813947/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/woman-s-face-1988681/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/selective-focus-photography-of-woman-holding-dslr-camera-1264210/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/woman-wearing-grey-long-sleeved-top-photography-1122868/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/woman-sitting-and-smiling-1858175/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/woman-smiling-sitting-on-car-window-2952775/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/woman-wearing-white-dress-while-holding-bundle-of-balloons-1572348/


ii. 
demonstrates competent technical skills 
when making the solution 

 uses a range of tools, including the eyedropper 
and pen tool to create a detailed image that looks 
mostly like the photograph 

7-8 

The student:  

ii. 
demonstrates excellent technical skills 
when making the solution 

uses all suggested tools, to create a detailed 
image which is clearly based on their selected 
photograph 

 
 
Illustrator Free icon by Freepik on Flaticons.com 
www.excitededucator.com 


